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The phrase “Islamic education” may be taken to mean “an educational
system based on Islamic understanding or Islamic worldview”. Butit
may also mean “training in Islamic disciplines, such as tafsir, hadith,
Jigh and kaldm™. In this brief study we shall take it in both senses,
which makes the task of this study difficult. Therefore, in order to
clarify our expression we may in this regard start from education
itself. I would like to define education broadly speaking as a “process
of acquiring knowledge” because in the final analysis it consists of
learning and teaching. Although educational activities include both
leaming and teaching and the second activity cannot be described as
a “process of acquiring knowledge” since the purpose of education is
learning, we may try to explain the internal meaning of education as
a “process of acquiring knowledge.” In this regard all other modes of
education may be classified under one of these educational activities.
Learning is in the true sense acquiring knowledge and teaching is
“imparting knowledge.” In that case we may interpret both teaching
and learning as “processes of knowledge.” On the other hand, the
essential aim of education is learning; and this essential feature of
education leads us to turn our attention to leaming par excellence.
As we approach Islamic education from this perspective it would
mean that acquiring Islamic knowledge through learning must be
the essence of Islamic education. This is what we shall call the
external meaning of Islamic education. If we take the phrase in
the former sense as pointed out above, then this would mean the
internal meaning or aspect of Islamic education which signifies “an
educational system based on Islamic understandmg or worldview.”
Therefore, if we analyze the nature of le%rnmg as the process of
acquiring knowledge we may at the same time discover the real
nature of Islamic education. This way [ am hoping to give more tools
and at the same time develop more effective methods of teaching in
Islamic education. As I try to very briefly outline the essential nature




lamic education, I shall briefly discuss how this was applied
' g the Ottoman period in history with some prospects for future.'
n order to do this effectively I shall try to develop first a theoretical
~ framework for education in general.

The process of acquiring knowledge has two aspects: One is
external, the other is internal. What we mean by the internal aspect of
the process of acquiring knowledge is the operation of our faculties
which we employ while acquiring knowledge. As such, the analysis
of this process is a theory of knowledge investigated in the branch of
philosophy known as epistemology. The external process of acquiring
knowledge is, on the other hand, what we call “learning”. This is the
process which is the subject of examination here as “education.” Of
course in this external process there are many external factors, such
as mstructor, teaching methods and other didactic means utilized in
teaching and learning, all of which will be briefly discussed in this
context.

Learning as an external process of acquiring knowledge can
ocewr in two ways: One is natural learning, which means to attain
knowledge mainly by the use of our faculties of learning and senses.
The most effective method in this kind of learning is trial and error,
as such it is self-learning. The other kind of learning is systematic
knowledge acquisition. It is this second kind of learning that we
should consider as actual education. Now we come io a point where
we have to recognize the role of epistemology in education because
education as systematic learning is an external process of acquiring
knowledge, which is based on the internal process of acquiring
knowledge. The latter is mainly the operations of our mind and other
faculties of learning while we try to acquire knowledge. This means
if we know how our faculties of learning operate then obviously
we can teach the students more effectively. If such is the case, the
internal process of acquiring knowledge can give us more effective
methods of teaching and thus we need to utilize it
Our explanation so far re¥féals that a theory of education
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