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contemporary forms of Malaysian and Indonesian mosque 

architecture as “systems of knowledge” designed to reflect each 

nation’s unique cultural, political, and economic landscapes (p. 264). 

Situating her approach within the architectural philosophies of 

vernacularism and modern-regionalism, Aryanti defines Southeast 

Asian Islamic architecture in terms of its “expressions and 

intentions” (p. 267), thereby constructing valuable insights into how 

sacred space may reflect and project national aspirations.  

 Ultimately, this timely and well-conceived volume presents 

readers with a wealth of innovative scholarship designed to center 

Southeast Asia within the wider Islamic world while describing it in 

its own terms. I am sure it will constitute a valuable addition to any 

scholar’s library.  

 

___________________________________ 

 

 

Mohammed Rustom (ed.). Islamic Thought and the Art of 

Translation: Texts and Studies in Honor of William C. Chittick and 

Sachiko Murata. Leiden: Brill, 2023. 558 pp. ISBN 

9789004529021; ISBN 9789004529038 (e-book). 
 
Reviewer: Nevad Kahteran. Professor, Department of Philoosphy, Faculty 
of Philisophy, University of Sarajevo, Bosnia Herzegovina. Email: 
nevad.kahteran@hotmail.com. 

 

The book presented with this short review, a profound work on 

comparative philosophy matching in significance the work of 

Toshihiko Izutsu, appeared in the edition of our colleague M. 

Rustom, a member of the International Society for Comparative 

Philosophy towards World Philosophy (CPWP) and a multi-talented 

researcher and associate of those to whom this extensive volume is 

dedicated, i.e., the Chittick couple, William Chittick and his wife, 

Sachiko Murata. As I have been associated with the Chitticks for 

almost two decades, it is my great pleasure to present this 

praiseworthy endeavor of our colleague Rustom to our readership, 

taking into account the important fact that these are two of the most 

prominent American and world-widely known researchers in this 
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field, in fact, those who have provided deep explorations and deeper 

insights in the field of such comparative studies of the Sino-Islamic 

philosophical tradition. 

In addition to the foreword by Professor S. H. Nasr of George 

Washington University, a list of Chittick's works (the chronological 

list mentioned there does not include translations of William C. 

Chittick and Sachiko Murata’s books, as well as their many abridged 

and complete translations of Sufi texts that have been published in 

various journals and anthologies over the past several decades), this 

volume consists of four parts: Sufism in Persianate Contexts; The 

Akbarian Tradition; Islamic Philosophy and Cosmology; 

Hermeneutics and Cross-Cultural Translation; and Index of Names 

and Technical Terms. Each part seeks to deepen the heart of the 

research of this famous American couple, who nurtured numerous 

generations of researchers at the State University of New York at 

Stony Brook (SUNY). 

During their doctoral studies in Tehran, Chittick focused on 

Islamic studies and prominent Sufis and philosophers, while Murata 

specialized in Buddhism and Far Eastern religions. , Since their 

mentor was the leading Muslim thinker S. H. Nasr, the Chitticks had 

the opportunity to work closely with other leading authorities in 

Islamic philosophy at the time, such as Sayyid Muḥammad Kāẓim 

ʿAṣṣār, ʿAllāma Ṭabāṭabāʾī, Badīʿ al-Zamān Furūzānfar, Abū 

l-Qāsim Gurjī, Jalāl al-Dīn Humāʾī, Sayyid Jalāl al-Dīn Āshtiyānī, as 

well as Toshihiko Izutsu-sensei, who taught there before the outbreak 

of the Iranian Revolution in 1979,  and the common link for all of 

them was the work of Ibn ʻArabī, al-Shaykh al-Akbar, which brought 

them together and united them in their research. Chittick and Murata 

met and married during their time in Iran. 

Comparative philosophers are indebted to them for introducing 

the works of Chinese-Muslim thinkers to the international 

community of scholars the works of Chinese-Muslim thinkers such 

as two major Chinese-Muslim scholars, Wang Daiyu 王岱輿 

(1570-1660) and Liu Zhi 劉智 (ca. 1660-1739), and numerous other 

authors of the Han Kitab (Chinese 漢克塔布 / 汉克塔布, Pinyin 

Hàn kètǎbù - a corpus of published books by Muslim-Chinese 

scholars, and philosophers who aim to highlight the synonymity of 
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Confucianism and Islam), and for highlighting the fruitful Islamic 

intellectual tradition in China, which fosters cross-tradition 

engagement . It is certain that they will continue to enrich Islamic 

and Far Eastern comparative studies with their contributions, just as 

it is already clear that they have become a landmark or a cornerstone 

of such global philosophical studies over a half-century. Their 

writings have been translated into fifteen languages and are taught at 

every major academic institution worldwide, including the Balkans. 

This Festschrift, edited by our colleague Rustom, brings 

together their students and collaborators from the past 25 years, 

showcasing their significant contributions from Arabic, Persian, and 

Chinese, especially a corpus of texts such as the Han Kitab, which is 

a newly discovered universe within the international community of 

scholars. This volume coincided with the eightieth birth year of both 

its recipients. Sincere congratulations to the Chittick couple on the 

occasion of their jubilee, and to the editor himself for such a 

conceived volume, which further illuminates the unique intellectual 

depth and breadth of horizons of the comparative model of thinking 

and acting. 

Finally, over the past 30 years, China has experienced a revival 

of interest in Chinese-language writings on Islam, making this an 

outstanding achievement , which our CPWP and international 

community of scholars applaude and celebrate as a contribution to 

the scholarship on the history of Islam in China and intercultural and 

transcultural studies. 

 Wang Daiyu 王 岱 輿  (1584-1660), Ma Zhu 馬 注 

(1640-1711), Liu Zhi 劉智  (1670-1730), Ma Dexin 馬  德新 

(1794-1874), and his prominent disciple Ma Lianyuan 馬聯元 (Nūr 

al-Ḥaqq) (1841-1904) stand as eminent scholars within the Chinese 

Islamic Han Kitab (Han Qitabu 漢克塔補) tradition. The inception 

of this intellectual movement can be traced back to Wang Daiyu’s 

seminal work, "True Commentary on the Real Teaching."  

It is worth noting the significant contributions of Sachiko 

Murata, who has diligently advanced a nuanced appreciation of the 

intricate worldviews propounded by Liu Zhi and Wang Daiyu. 

Numerous books and studies written or translated by the Chitticks, 

William and Sachiko Murata, as a result of the valuable intellectual 
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and intercultural cooperation of these authors, that is, as a great 

confirmation of the necessity of intercultural and transcultural 

dialogue, their linguistic and spiritual worlds – is an exemplary 

paradigm of comparative literary-philosophical research, which, as a 

counterbalance to the world of violence and conflicts in which we 

live – offers an intellectually and morally indispensable alternative:  

instead of a "clash of civilizations" – a dialogue of cultures and 

civilizations and the ability to hear the Other, the need to explore in 

the vast world weave of cultures and civilizations and in the richness 

of their differences, both synchronously and diachronically, the 

profound human connection in the fundamental and ultimate 

questions of human existence. 

In this respect, the book presented here is part of this global 

intercultural and transcultural dialogue in the context of 

globalization. Hence, I personally express great joy to have the 

opportunity to provide a Bosnian-Herzegovinian contribution in 

Malaysia to the philosophical acceptance, shaping, or recognition of 

its universal action in the spirit of multicultural Bosnia and the 

cultural pluralism of the modern world, which is so universally 

intertwined and interdependent that a deeper understanding of such 

literature is no longer just a mere intellectual curiosity, but a question 

of the survival of the human race as a whole. 

 

___________________________________ 

 

 

Yusmadi Yusoff. Anwar Ibrahim: A Pursuit for Global Justice and 

Peace through Dialogue. Kuala Lumpur: RIGHTS Foundation, 

2024. 150 pp. ISBN 9789672574118. 
 
Reviewer: Mohd. Shazani Bin Masri. Lecturer, Department of Politics and 
Government , Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, UNIMAS. Email: 
mmshazani@unimas.my  

 

Yusmadi Yusoff presents a fascinating picture of a visionary leader 

in his latest book, Anwar Ibrahim: A A Pursuit for Global Justice and 

Peace via Dialogue. Drawing on his lengthy history of political and 

personal interaction with the present Malaysian Prime Minister 

mailto:mmshazani@unimas.my
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