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wancient Greece was less the beginning of ‘Western’
than the continuation of ‘eastern’ civilization and culture.
A. G. Frank and B, K. Gills!

Part 1: Analogies from the Rise of Islamic and Western Science

In the words of Benjamin Schwartz, the world-historical point of
view shows that:

..in many of the high civilizations of the ancient
world—the civilizations of the ancient Near East,
Greece, India and China—we witness over the peri-
od of our first millennium BC the emergence of cer-
tain creative minorities who relate themselves in
reflective, critical and what one might even call
‘transcendental ways’ to civilizations from which
they emerge....one finds a kind of standing back and
looking beyond; of questioning and reflectivity as
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(“The World System Meodel as a Scientific Hypothesis™) of my ML.A. thesis
“The Genesis of Greek Philosophy and Science: An Outline of the Case for
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builds upon my preceding article, “The Genesis of Greek Science in the
Intellectual of Ancient Man,” Al-Shajarah, vol. 4 no. 2 (1999, 125-73,
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well as of new positive perspectives and vision.2

...the universal human trait of disinterested curiosity
concerning the natural world which surrounds us,
which can be found everywhere even when it does
not become a central concern of every culture, was
as much present in China as elsewhere. If by the use
of the term ‘science’ we refer to the incremental
accumulation of accurate observations of the natur-
al world, China falls behind no other civilization, as
has been amply demonstrated in Needham’s many
works...?

From a (narrow, non-comparativist) Eurocentric perspective,
these features of creativity, reflectivity, criticism, and questioning
would only be recognised as “peculiar™ to Hellenic thinkers, and
to their successors in the Hellenistic period (and to their succes-
sors” successors in the Italian Renaissance—the intervening long
centuries of the dark, moribund medieval period notwithstand-
ing).3 But as outlined in the previous article, the disposition for
abstract theoretical reasoning did not arise in Greek thought for
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