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1. The meaning of ijazah

Ijazah is an Arabic term derived from the root-verb agjdza which
means, among other things, to “lean upon” as on a cushion.!
According to al-Nawawi, this verb refers to the water which
irrigates the fields or satisfies the thirst.> Another linguist, al-
Fayrazabadi, tells us that the word means to give permission,
licence or authorization.® Technically, however, i{jdzah refers,
according to Tbn Manzirr, to the authorities on whom a student
relies on to support his claim to knowledge in a particular
science. As al-Nawawi explains, a student would ask his
professor to give him an ifdzah in order to satisfy his thirst for
knowledge and, as al-Fayriizibadi more precisely put it, to grant
him permission to teach.
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In short, the term ifazah in Islamic pedagogy signifies
generally a licence to teach and, more specifically, refers to a
certificate given by a professor in an institution of higher learning
to a student who has attended a course of lectures, satisfied the
professor’s requirements, and is deemed henceforth qualified to
teach the same subject and transmit the knowledge to his own
students.* fjazah is issued by the grantor (al-mujiz, i.e., ‘alim or
professor) who gives licence to transmit from him all that he has
taught and narrated. Generally, an ijazah would contain the titles
of books read and the subjects taught for the transmission of
which the licence is issued. This transmission from the grantor
could either be in general or in detail. The chain of transmitters
would go back either to the author of the book or to the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) or others.>

2. The ijazah tradition in the Muslim world and its significance

In the Muslim tradition, the authoritative character of the
transmission is derived ultimately from the Prophet, who was
chosen by God to receive the revelation and knowledge (‘ilm)
necessary for the salvation of humankind, transmitted to him
through the agency of the Archangel Gabriel (Jibril). From the
Prophet this knowledge passed to his Companions (ashab,
sahaba, pl. of sahib), then to their Successors (fabi‘in), and
subsequently to their successors (tdbi‘w’l-tabi‘in) and so on
through the centuries down to the ‘ulama’ (sing. ‘@lim, scholar).
Such was the case for the transmission of hadith accounts relating
to the deeds, words and attitudes of the Prophet called his
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