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Introduction: Dentist-related factors are one of the major influences on the material selection for
restoration of carious and non-carious tooth surface loss. There were conflicting results regarding
the impact of dentists’ gender and age or length of clinical experience on restorative material
selection for posterior dentition. The aims of this study were to determine the influence of gender
and clinical experience on posterior restorative material selection among private dental
practitioner in Malaysia. Materials and Methods: This is a cross sectional study, and a self-
administered questionnaire was distributed randomly using a simple random method, among
general private dental practitioner in Kuala LUMPur. Data gathered then analysed using SPSS
version 21.0 and alpha error was set at p<0.05. Results: A total of 77 respondent (response rate
37.7%) participated in this study with the mean age 36.1 years (SD= 10.4). From the study, both
male (86.5%) and female (83.3%) dentist prefers tooth coloured restoration. The less experienced
dentist (<10 years working experience) and more experienced dentists (>10 years working
experience) were inclined to choose tooth coloured restorative material over amalgam at 87% and
83.9% respectively. Chi square test revealed non-significant difference in the material selection
with relation to gender (p=0.852) and clinical experience (p=0.748). Conclusion(s): The dental
practitioner's gender and clinical experience in this study has no influence on the material selection
for posterior restorations.
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