
Social media has noted a wide range of users throughout the world. One of the 

famous social media platforms to share unlimited photos and videos is 

Instagram. Instagram offers great ideas and inspiration based on an eye-

catching Instagrammable setting that serves as a backdrop for a perfect photo. 

The term ‘Instagrammable’ is frequently defined as visually attractive or 

interesting such that it lends itself to being photographed and posted on social 

media. For architecture-based and design-based, the term is a new adjective 

that is used to describe a scenic or visually attractive urban design. In 

Malaysia, one of the potential sites to be developed as an Instagrammable 

area is KL Sentral. KL Sentral was chosen because of its strategic location as 

a hub of global connectivity that is surrounded by various types of dthat can 

enhance urban lifestyle with unrivalled accessibility. KL Sentral also ntral also 

was chosen based on three issues which are wear and tear, visual al 

character, and walkability. Therefore, a project titled Instagrammable Transit of 

KL Sentral is proposed to enhance KL Sentral as the state-of-the-art 

transportation hub.
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KL Sentral is located at the nucleus of Kuala Lumpur with a City-within-a-City 

concept. . It is an exclusive urban centre built around Malaysia’s largest transit 

hub that offers global connectivity, excellent investment opportunities, 

business convenience, and an international lifestyle. KL Sentral spread over 

72 acres of land bordered by Jalan Travers, Jalan Damansara, and Jalan Tun 

Sambathan. This area is comprised of Sentral Station, corporate offices 

towers, 5-star international hotels, a luxury condominium, and a shopping mall. 

The area was chosen due to its strategic location, unrivaled accessibility, the 

hub of global connectivity, and being surrounded by various developments that 

can enhance urban lifestyle (Figure 1). However, the area facing several 

issues which are:

1. Wear and tear – The 19-years-old KL Sentral is in urgent need to upgrade 

its facilities and amenities

2. Visual character – Beautification needs to be done to bring colours to the 

surrounding landscape

3. Walkability – Visitors and users feel discouraged to travel from one place 

to another due to lack of connectivity.

Therefore, this project of Instagrammable Transit of Kuala Lumpur Sentral is 

proposed that aims to enhance KL Sentral as the state-of-the-art transportation 

hub. To achieve this, three objectives are needed which are:

1. 1.To provide a modern and interactive urban design that is sustainable and 

can be used by every type of user

2. 2.To showcase liveliness of the area with are-driven design to be 

experienced by pedestrian and vehicle users

3. 3.To create an environmental-art setting by integrating natural art and 

urban art

Figure 1: Values of KL Sentral
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2. Facilities, utilities and cultural services

There are numerous facilities, utilities, and cultural services at KL Sentral 

that are associated with social and economic benefits that tie together 

existing heritage assets, cultural attractions, and creative enterprises.
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METHOD / PROCEDURE

INVENTORY AND ANALYSIS
1. Development History

Figure 2 shows the six definitions that are related with the project are 

explained which include definition of social media, Instagrammable, Insta-

worthy, natural art, urban art, and natural + urban art (Figure 2).

Figure 2: Definitions of six keywords related to the topic and related plans that suits to the 

project.

Figure 3 shows the 

development history of KL 

Sentral that includes the 

evolution of transportation and 

the evolution of the main 

railway station in Kuala Lumpur, 

starting from 1857 where Kuala 

Lumpur used rickshaws, bulls, 

and elephants as main 

transportations until 2001 

where Kuala Lumpur was 

introduced with an integrated 

railway system of KL Sentral.

CHECKLIST AND OBSERVATION
 

This project conducted the checklist for site inventory and observation as the 

methodology for data collection. This method is done by mapping the existing 

site condition and taking pictures of the site condition.

Figure 3: The development history.

Figure 4: Variety analysis that is based on facilities & utilities map and 

cultural services map.
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6. Circulation

As for circulation, it is divided into two which are pedestrian movement and 

vehicular circulation. Figure 8 shows the pedestrian movement that is divided 

into 3 routes which are the residents’ route, workers’ route and tourists’ 

route. On the other hand, figure 9 shows the vehicular circulation that 

explained on traffic density, traffic controls and public transportation in the 

area. All of this route and inventory on circulation are very important and 

needed to form the permeability analysis of the area.

3. Existing Structure

There are many landmarks at macro and micro scales that have outstanding 

features and can be recognized immediately by the locals and even the 

foreigners. Figure 5 shows the existing structures that include macro and micro 

landmarks that are needed to form the legibility analysis.

Figure 5: Legibility analysis that are based on the inventory of existing structures (macro 

and micro landmarks).

4. Land use

Figure 6 shows 

different types of 

land uses in KL 

Sentral that 

includes public 

facilities, open 

space and 

recreational, 

residential, 

commercial, 

vacant lots and 

many more.

Figure 6: Various types of land uses in KL Sentral

5. Visual and Senses

Figure 7 shows the inventory of visuals and senses includes noise and odours 

and visual appropriateness that is based on the feeling and character of the 

users on the site (Figure 7).

Figure 7: Visual appropriateness, noise and odour elements

Figure 8: Pedestrian movement and permeability movement
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As for vehicular circulation, KL Sentral can be 

accessed easily where it is connected with major road 

and highways. The vehicles that enter from Jalan Tun 

Sambathan, Jalan Damansara, Jalan Bangsar and 

Jalan Travers to KL Sentral has caused traffic into the 

most congested period during peak hours. The exit 

route from Jalan Stesen Sentral 5 to Jalan Travers 

might not be sufficient to cater for the large number of 

vehicles coming in and out from KL Sentral. However, 

KL Sentral has provided the public transport services 

accessing the Stesen Sentral such as bus, monorail 

and sheltered pedestrian walkway. This TOD of Bus-

Taxi-Train are linked among each other thus, helps in 

reducing the road congestion during peak hours.

Figure 9: Site inventory and analysis for circulation that focuses on vehicular circulation.

7. Climatic Factors

Climatic factors are observed and analyzed based on macroclimate context, 

focuses on Kuala Lumpur monthly climate average from 2019-2020.

Figure 10: Climatic factors, macroclimate and weather hazard in Kuala Lumpur.

9. Hydrology

8. Existing Vegetation

Figure 11 and Figure 12 show existing vegetation and potential green area 

within KL Sentral.

Figure 11: List of vegetation at KL Sentral 

Figure 12: Potential green area
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SYNTHESIS

Based on the collected data on-site inventory and 

analysis, layering maps of all attributes were 

produced with a cross-analysis table that further 

describes the inter-relation of each element (Figure 

13 and Figure 14). Overall, there are six (6) main 

design potentials based on the challenges and 

weaknesses from site analysis which are; art-driven 

design, potential nodes, connectivity, air purification 

and filtration, universal design, and sustainable 

design. These six (6) main design potentials should 

have a natural-art urban design in creating 

Instagrammable Transit of KL Sentral (Figure 15).

Figure 13: Layering maps of all attributes.

Figure 14: Cross analysis table to identify the inter-relation of all elements

Figure 15: Six (6) main design potentials of KL Sentral
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SPACE PROGRAMMING

DESIGN STRATEGIES
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Figure 16: Design Concept, objectives and aim

Figure 17: Design strategies

Figure 18: space programming

Figure 19: schematic design



MASTER PLAN

Figure 20: Masterplan and design ideas

DETAIL DEVELOPMENT AREA

The arrival and departure area combines two 

spaces which are Sentral Discovery and Migration 

Garden. Sentral Discovery is an introduction that 

welcomes visitors to the city of Kuala Lumpur that 

is filled with fundamental character and beauty of 

the city while Migration Garden act as a metaphor 

that describes the migration of the travellers, 

expressing the idea of returning and being 

homeward-bound.

Amira Arisya Mohamad Nadzri, Izawati Tukiman & Zainul Mukrim Baharuddin

DESIGN IDEALS 28



DETAIL DEVELOPMENT PLAN
 

Figure 21: Instagrammable Spot in Exciting Array
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INNOVATIVE DESIGN ELEMENT

MULTIPURPOSE VIBRANT INSTALLATION
 

The freestanding zigzag installation marks the entrance to the Instagrammable 

Transit of KL Sentral. This piece of art comprises a series of interactive, 

architectural and visually appealing elements that invite users to not only it as 

a waiting area, but also to enjoy the interactive program that is provided. It 

functions as a seating area, complete with an interactive digital board and 

interactive digital floor.
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Figure 22: Instagrammable innovative design



It is believed that the project of Instagrammable Transit of KL Sentral will 

give many impacts to on the surrounding landscape and urban 

imageability in KL Sentral that can overcome the issues that have been 

mentioned before. The proposed design will also achieve the aim and 

objectives so that KL Sentral will be enhanced as the state-of-the-art 

transportation hub.
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