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Utilizing Artificial Intelligence to Find Solutions to Challenges

Facing Awqaf Foundation in Selangor

Penggunakan kecerdasan buatan (AI) dalam mencari
penyelesaian kepada cabaran yang dihadapi oleh Yayasan Waqaf
di negeri Selangor
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Abstract

This study focuses on finding appropriate practical solutions to the challenges
facing the Awqaf Foundation in Selangor using artificial intelligence technology. The
study deals with the definition of artificial intelligence, its importance, types,
applications, and its legal ruling. It also deals with the historical background of the
Awqaf Foundation in the state of Selangor, the services it provides to the residents of
the state, the challenges it faces, and then providing appropriate solutions using
artificial intelligence. The study also conducts a field study through interviews with the
institution's employees to learn their opinions on the extent to which artificial
intelligence can be used and its success. The study adopts the inductive and analytical
approaches. Besides, the study utilizes interview with the employees of the Awqaf
Foundation to find out the latest developments in the use of technology, and the
challenges it faces at the present time. The study concluded that artificial intelligence
can be used and succeeded in religious institutions, including endowment institutions,
and also provides effective practical solutions to the challenges facing the Awqaf
Foundation in the state.

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence, Challenges, Waqf Development.

Abstrak

Kajian ini memberi tumpuan dalam mencari penyelesaian praktikal yang
sesuai dengan cabaran yang dihadapi oleh Yayasan Endowmen di Selangor dengan
menggunakan teknologi kecerdasan buatan. Kajian ini membincangkan definisi
kecerdasan buatan, kepentingannya, jenis, peringkat pembangunan, aplikasi, dan
ketetapan undang-undangnya. la juga membincangkan latar belakang sejarah Yayasan
Wagaf di negeri Selangor, perkhidmatan yang diberikan kepada penduduk negeri itu,
dan cabaran yang dihadapinya, dan kemudian menyediakan penyelesaian yang sesuai
dengan menggunakan kecerdasan buatan Kajian yang juga dilalankan adalah lapangan
melalui temu bual dengan pekerja yayasan untuk mendapatkan pendapat mereka
tentang sejauh mana kemungkinan Penggunaan kecerdasan buatan dan kejayaannya.
Kajian ini menggunakan pendekatan induktif dan pendekatan analitikal, selain
pendekatan lapangan yang diwakili oleh temu bual peribadi dengan pegawai di
Yayasan Endowmen untuk mengetahui perkembangan terkini dalam penggunaan
teknologi, dan cabaran yang dihadapi pada masa kini. Kajian itu mendapati
kemungkinan menggunakan kecerdasan buatan dan kejayaannya dalam institusi yang
bersifat keagamaan, termasuk institusi wakaf, dan juga menyediakan penyelesaian
praktikal yang berkesan kepada cabaran yang dihadapi institusi wakaf di negeri ini.

Kata Kunci: Kecerdasan Buatan, Cabaran, Pembangunan Waqaf.
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A Critical Study of the Claim that the Middle Part of the
Qur’an of the Sixth Verse in the Chapter of Saff is a Later Addition

Kajian Kritis terhadap Dakwaan bahawa Bahagian Tengah
Al-Qur’an daripada Ayat Keenam dalam Surah Saff adalah
Tambahan Kemudian

TCahlll me dana ) 2adl s ) e g sk

‘.‘1;

Bladl O oo 20T o (3 Opuiryy 5 Ll @) el a0 ol s
Ogunissy ity 035585 Eos A e Wby i Y Bl e sl call Bp 8 LE 2 50
325ig Lod ¢ Lol Lty cLoillane L5 ccspol) Lo ¢ 030 oty 5ol it ) B8LOYY
Jo caall 3y &7 Jgm S Bl £33 05y, OF 1) Loy gl tlad ol g L alS" 23
sda Y Ali By L 554 Lol Caall 55w &1 00 U Olul sy e 2L aile
el Bype 3 HE a2 5e gl A OT W gl W5y (Wb azslie &l ST O 095 0 ssell
e Bt 3 B ) (sogp adY) oV sy A2 il Oy V) (a5 o ol

i) Byge (Bl (B (gses e lidhl SLIST)

Abstract

This paper discusses a claim by Neal Robinson in the Oxford Bibliography that
the prophecy on the coming of Prophet Muhammad in the sixth verse of Saff is a later
inclusion. This paper presents the background of the Bibliography, Neal Robinson, and
Regis Blachere, who made the claim. Additionally, information on the background of the
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claim was provided, and its bases were exposed for critical discussion. Inter alia, it is
found that Robinson justified the doubt cast on the verse arguing that: “assuming that
the verse in question in the Chapter was later added by some editor,”. He also re-echoed
the claim without critical inquiry. Thus, it is evident that the verse on the prophecy of
Muhammad in the Quran chapter is originally part of the revelation. Any attempt to
remove it will affect the sequence in the divine message and could lead to inconsistency
in the text.

Keywords: Claim, Addition, Inclusion, Chapter of Saff.
Abstrak

Kajian ini membincangkan satu dakwaan oleh Neal Robinson dalam Bibliografi
Oxford yang menyatakan bahawa ramalan tentang kedatangan Nabi Muhammad dalam
ayat keenam Surah Saff adalah sesuatu yang dimasukkan kemudian ke dalam Surah
tersebut. Penulisan ini membentangkan latar belakan Bibliografi, Neal Robinson, dan
Regis Blachere, yang telah membuat tuntutan yang dibincangkan. Selain itu, maklumat
mengenai latar belakang tuntutan juga telah disertakan dan asasnya telah dibincangkan
untuk perbincangan kritikal. Di samping itu, ianya didapati bahawa Robinson
mewajarkan keraguan yang dilemparkan pada ayat itu dengan alasan: "menganggap
bahawa ayat yang dipersoalkan dalam Bab itu kemudiannya ditambah oleh beberapa
editor”. Beliau juga mengulangi semula tuntutan itu tanpa siasatan kritikal. Oleh itu,
jelaslah bahawa ayat mengenai ramalan tentang kedatangan Nabi Muhammad dalam
Surah itu, pada asalnya, adalah sebahagian daripada wahyu asal. Sebarang percubaan
untuk membuangnya akan menjejaskan urutan dalam mesej daripada Allah dan boleh
membawa kepada sifat tidak konsisten di dalam teks.

Kata Kunci: Dakwaan, Penambahan, Kemasukan, Surah Saff.
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‘Abd al-Halim wa-akhir, Muhammad ‘Abd al-Halim, mar;ji‘ Uksfurd fi al-
Dirasat al-Qur’aniyah, tarjamat : Husam Sabri wa-Mustafa al-Fiqi, (Bayrut
: Markaz nuhud, T1, 1446h).

‘Abd al-Razzaq, ‘Abd al-Razzaq ibn Hammam, tafsir ‘Abd al-Razzaq, tahqiq
: Mahmud Muhammad, (Bayrut : Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, T1, 1419h).

Abu al-Sa‘id, Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Mustafd, Irshad al-‘aql al-
salim ild mazaya al-Kitab al-Karim. (Bayrut : Dar [hya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi,
D.T,D.t).

Abu Hafs al-Nasafi, ‘Umar ibn Muhammad, al-Taysir fi al-tafsir, (Turkiya :
Dar al-Lubab, T1, 1440h).

Abu Hayyan, Muhammad ibn Yusuf al-Andalusi, al-Bahr al-muhit f1 al-
tafsir, (Bayrut : Dar al-Fikr, D. T, 1420h).

Abu ‘Ubayd, al-Qasim ibn sllam, fada’il al-Qur’an, tahqiq : Marwan ‘Atiyah
wa-akharun, (Dimashgq : Dar Ibn Kathir, T1, 1415h).

Ahmad, Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Musnad Ahmad, tahqiq : Shu‘ayb al-Arna’ut
wa-akhartn, (Bayrut : Mu’assasat al-Risalah, T1, 1421h).

al-‘Ahd al-jadid, Injil Matta, (Lubnan : Dar al-Kitab al-Mugaddas, t30,
1993M).
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al-Altisi, Mahmud ibn ‘Abd Allah, Ruh al-ma‘ani, tahqiq : ‘Ali ‘Abd al-Bari,
(Bayrut : Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, D. T, 1415h).

al-Ansari, Zakariya ibn Muhammad, Fath al-Rahman bi-kashf ma
yaltabisu min al-Qur’an, tahqiq : Muhammad al-Sabuni, (Bayrut : Dar al-
Qur’an al-Karim, T1, 1483h).

al-‘Aqiqi, Najib, al-Mustashriqun, (al-Qahirah : Dar al-Ma‘arif, t3, 1964m).

al-Baghawi, al-Husayn ibn Mas‘id, Ma‘alim al-tanzil f1 tafsir al-Qur’an,
tahqiq : Muhammad al-Nimr wa-akharun, (Bayrut : Dar Taybah, T1,
1417h).

al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Isma‘ll, Sahih al-Bukhari, (al-Riyad : ‘ata’at al-
‘Ilm, D. T, 1437h).

al-Fakhr al-Razi, Muhammad ibn ‘Umar, Mafatih al-ghayb, (Bayrut : Dar
Ihya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi, t3, 1420h).

al-Ja‘fari, Salih ibn al-Husayn, takhjil min harf al-Tawrah wa-al-Injil,
tahqiq : Mahmiud Qadabh, (al-Riyad : Maktabat ‘Abikan, T1, 1419h).

al-Jalalayn, Jalal al-Din al-mahalli wa-al-Suyuti, tafsir al-Jalalayn, (al-
Qahirah : Dar al-hadith, T1, D. t).

al-Jassas, Ahmad ibn ‘Ali, Ahkam al-Qur’an, tahqiq : Muhammad al-
Qamhawi, (Bayrut : Dar Thya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi, D. T, 1405h).

al-Jawhari, Isma‘ll ibn Hammad, al-sihah Taj al-lughah wa-sihah al-
‘Arabiyah, tahqiq : Ahmad ‘Attar, (Bayrut : Dar al-‘llm lil-Malayin, t4,
1407h).

al-Khazin, ‘Alt ibn Muhammad, Lubab al-ta’wil fi ma‘ani al-tanzil, tahqiq :
Muhammad ‘Alj, (Bayrut : Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, T1, 1415h).

al-Kirmani, Muhammad ibn Abi Nasr, shawadhdh al-qira’at, tahqiq :
Shamlan al-‘Ajali, (Bayrut : Mu’assasat al-Balagh, T1, 2001M).

al-Maturidi, Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Mahmud, Ta’wilat ahl al-
Sunnah, tahqiq : Majdi Baslim, (Bayrut : Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, T1,
1426h).
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al-Mawardji, ‘All ibn Muhammad, al-Nukat wa-al-‘uytn, tahqiq : al-Sayyid
ibn ‘Abd al-Magsud, (Bayrut : Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, D. T, D. t).

al-Nasafi, ‘Abd Allah ibn Ahmad, Madarik al-tanzil wa-haqga’iq al-ta’wil,
tahqiq : Yusuf ‘Alj, (Bayrit : Dar al-Kalim al-Tayyib, D. T, 1419h).

Al-Qur’an al-Karim

al-Qurtubi, Muhammad ibn Ahmad, al-Jami‘ li-ahkam al-Qur’an, tahqiq :
Ahmad al-Baraddini wa-akhir, (al-Qahirah : Dar al-Kutub al-Misriyah, t2,
1384h).

al-Rashid, Nasibah, "Qurrat ‘Ayn al-qurra’ fi al-qira’at", (tahqiq makhtitah
li-nayl darajat al-duktirah fi Jami‘at al-Imam Muhammad ibn Sa‘ud al-
[slamiyah, D. t).

al-Shinqiti, Muhammad al-Amin, Adwa’ al-Bayan fi Idah al-Qur’an bi-al-
Qur’an, (Bayrut: Dar al-Fikr, D. T, 1415h).

al-Tabari, Abt Ja‘far Muhammad ibn Jarir, Jami‘ al-Bayan ‘an Ta'wil ay al-
Qur’an, tahqiq : ‘Abd Allah al-Turki, (al-Qahirah : Dar Hajar, T1, 1422H).

al-Tha‘labi, Ahmad ibn Ibrahim, al-kashf wa-al-bayan ‘an tafsir al-Qur’an,
(Jiddah : Dar al-tafsir, T1, 1436h).

al-Turjuman, ‘Abd Allah, Tuhfat al-arib fi alrrd ‘ala ahl al-salib, tahqiq :
Mahmud Himayat, (al-Qahirah : Dar al-Ma‘arif, t3, D. t).

Al‘ukbry, ‘Abd Allah ibn al-Husayn, i‘rab al-qira’at al-shawadhdh, tahqiq :
Muhammad al-Sayyid, (Bayrit : ‘Alam al-Kutub, T1, 1417h).

al-Wahidji, ‘Ali ibn Ahmad, al-Wajiz, tahqiq : Safwan ‘Adnan, (Dimashq :
Dar al-Qalam, T1, 1415h).

al-Zamakhshari, Mahmud ibn ‘Umar, al-Kashshaf ‘an haqa’iq ghawamid
al-tanzil wa-‘uyun al-agawil fi Wujuh al-ta’'wil, (al-Qahirah : Dar al-Rayyan
lil-Turath, t3, 1407h).

al-Zurgani, Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Baqi, sharh al-Zurgani ‘ald al-
Mawahib al-laduniyah bi-al-minah al-Muhammadiyah, (Bayrat : Dar al-
Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, T1, 1417h).
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Arkiin, Muhammad, al-Qur’an min al-tafsir al-mawrith ila tahlil al-
khitab al-dini, (Bayrut : Dar al-Tali‘ah, T1, 2001M).

Badawsi, ‘Abd al-Rahman, Mawsu‘at al-mustashriqin, (Bayrut : Dar al-‘Ilm
lil-Malayin, t3, 1993M).

Dawid, ‘Abd al-Ahad Dawud, Muhammad fi al-Kitab al-Muqaddas, (Qatar
: Ri'asat al-mahakim al-shar‘lyah wa-al-Shu’un al-diniyah, T1, 1405h).

Haqqi, Isma‘ll Haqqi ibn Mustafa, Ruh al-Bayan, (Bayrit : Dar al-Fikr, D. T,
D.t).

Ibn ‘Adil, ‘Umar ibn ‘Alj, al-Lubab fi ‘ulim al-Kitab, tahqiq : ‘Adil Ahmad
wa-akhir. (Bayrit : Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, T1, 1419h).

Ibn ‘Ajibah, Ahmad ibn Muhammad, al-Bahr al-madid fi tafsir al-Qur’an al-
Majid, tahqiq : Ahmad Raslan, (al-Qahirah : Hasan ‘Abbas, D. T, 1419h).

Ibn al-Qayyim, Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr, Hidayat al-hayara f1 Ajwibat al-
Yahuid wa-al-Nasar4, tahqiq : ‘Uthman Dumayriyah, (al-Riyad : Dar ‘ata’at
al-‘llm, t4, 1440m).

Ibn ‘Ashir, Muhammad al-Tahir ibn Muhammad, al-Tahrir wa-al-tanwir,
(Tunis : al-Dar al-Tunisiyah lil-Nashr, 1984m).

Ibn Hisham, ‘Abd al-Malik ibn Hisham, sirat Ibn Hisham, tahqiq : Mustafa
al-Saqga wa-akharun, (Misr : Mustafa al-Babi al-Halabi wa-Awladuh, t2,
1375h).

Ibn Ishaq, Muhammad ibn Ishagq, al-siyar walmghazy, tahqiq : Suhayl
Zakkar, (Bayrut : Dar al-Fikr, T1, h1398).

Ibn Jinni, Abt al-Fath ‘Uthman, al-Muhtasib fi1 Tabyin Wujih shawadhdh
al-qira’at wa-al-idah ‘anha, tahqiq : Muhammad ‘Abd al-Qadir, (Bayrit :
Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, T1, 1419h).

Ibn Kathir, Isma‘ll ibn ‘Umar, tafsir al-Qur’an al-‘Azim, tahqiq : Sami al-
Salamabh, (al-Riyad : Dar Taybah, t2, 1420h).

Ibn Khalawayh, al-Husayn ibn Ahmad, Mukhtasar fi shawadhdh al-Qur’an
min Kitab al-Badi’, (al-Qahirah : Maktabat al-Mutanabbi, D. T, D. t).
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Ibn manzir, Muhammad ibn Mukarram, Lisan al-‘Arab, (Bayrut : Dar
Sadir, t3, 1414h).

Ibn Taymiyah, Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Halim, al-jawab al-sahih li-man Badal
din al-Masih, tahqiq : ‘Al ibn Hasan wa-akharin, (al-Sa‘tidiyah : Dar al-
‘Asimah, t2, 1419h).

Jalal al-Din al-Suyuti, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Abi Bakr, al-Itgan fi ‘ulum al-
Qur’an, tahqiq : Muhammad Abt al-Fadl, (Misr : al-Hay’ah al-Misriyah al-
‘Ammabh lil-Kitab, D. T, 1394h).
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Abstract

Throughout every linguistic era, there have been recurring complaints
about Arabic grammar. While these complaints share the commonality of being
critical, their focus varies. Some critiques target the inherent structure of Arabic
grammar, while others address its perceived rigidity, complexity, and artificiality.
Additionally, some individuals express dissatisfaction with the methods used to
teach Arabic grammar. These challenges concerns necessitate a thorough
examination and analysis. The researcher has systematically categorized these
issues, highlighting three main points of focus: first, the need to avoid unnecessary
complexity and artificiality in grammatical structures; second, the importance of
aligning grammatical examples and models with the learner's proficiency level; and
third, the necessity of presenting grammatical material in a way that reflects the
functional and contextual use of grammar. The study adopts a critical approach to
identify and analyze challenges within Arabic grammar, while also incorporating a
descriptive methodology, which is often considered the most suitable for linguistic
inquiries. The research concludes that grammatical variations can be effectively
utilized as tools to simplify the learning of Arabic grammar. The researcher
recommends the practical application of grammatical rules to enhance learners’
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linguistic competence, making Arabic grammar a more effective tool in teaching the
language to non-native speakers.

Keywords: Teaching Grammar, Speakers of Other Languages, Grammatical
Craftsmanship, Linguistic Competence.

Abstrak

Setiap zaman pengajian bahasa tidak akan lekang daripada keluhan
mengenai tatabahasa Arab, meskipun keluhan itu semua sama dari segi keluhan itu
sendiri, namun ia berbeza dari segi dari segi kandungannya; ada yang mengeluh
tentang kandungan tatabahasa Arab itu sendiri, ada yang mengeluh tentang cara
disusun tatabahasa Arab, kekakuan dan kesukarannya, dan ada yang mengeluh
tentang kaedah pengajaran tatabahasa Arab dan sebagainya. Oleh itu perkara ini
mendorong kita untuk membentangkan masalah-masalah tersebut, menganalisis
dan mengkajinya. Penyelidik telah mengumpulkannya dalam bentuk tersusun,
mengkategori, dan membentangkannya, dengan memberi perhatian kepada tiga
keperluan yang dibangkitkan dalam kajian ini. Yang pertama: keperluan untuk
mengelak daripada berpayahan dan contoh dibuat-buat dalam tatabahasa, kedua:
keperluan untuk menyelaraskan dalil dan contoh tatabahasa sesuai dengan tahap
pelajar, dan ketiga: keperluan untuk menyampaikan tatabahasa dengan cara yang
memenuhi fungsi dan penggunaanya dalam konteks. Penyelidik telah memilih
pendekatan kritis untuk kajian ini yang membantunya mengenalpasti beberapa
masalah dalam tatabahasa Arab, namun pendekatan deskriptif - yang paling sesuai
dalam kajian masalah bahasa - tidak dapat dipisahkan dari kajian ini. Kajian ini
menyimpulkan bahawa perbezaan pendapat dalam tatabahasa boleh dijadikan alat
untuk mempermudah tatabahasa Arab, dan penyelidik mencadangkan perlunya
penerapan peraturan tatabahasa dalam membina kecekapan bahasa pelajar, agar
tatabahasa Arab dapat menjadi alat bahasa yang berkesan dalam pengajaran
bahasa Arab kepada penutur bahasa lain.

Kata Kunci: Pengajaran Tatabahasa, Penutur Bahasa Lain, Pembuatan
Tatabahasa, Kecekapan Bahasa.
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Abstract

This study aims to demonstrate that public officials, like all citizens, have the
right to enjoy the rights and freedoms guaranteed by constitutions and laws, including
political rights. However, their unique position—as representatives of the State and
implementers of government policy—complicates the exercise of these rights. While
general restrictions on political activity apply to all citizens in the interest of
maintaining public service integrity, the political rights of public officials are
particularly sensitive and complex. These rights not only impact individual careers but
can also influence the broader political life of society. Consequently, some
constitutional systems have historically excluded public servants from political
engagement to preserve the neutrality and effectiveness of public administration.
Recently, however, this stance has evolved. Public officials are increasingly recognized
as having the freedom to express political opinions, participate in elections as voters or
candidates, and join political parties.

Keywords: Political Rights, Public Servant, Administrative Law.
Abstrak

Kajian ini bertujuan untuk menjelaskan bahawa penjawat awam, sama seperti
mana-mana warganegara lain, mempunyai hak untuk mengamalkan hak dan
kebebasan yang dijamin oleh perlembagaan dan undang-undang, termasuk hak-hak
politik. Namun, statusnya sebagai penjawat awam yang mewakili negara dan
melaksanakan dasar-dasar kerajaan ke dalam realiti kehidupan rakyat, mengenakan ke
atasnya beberapa sekatan khas yang perlu dipatuhi ketika mengamalkan hak politik,
Selain daripada sekatan umum yang dikenakan kepada semua warganegara demi
memastikan kelangsungan perkhidmatan awam, penjawat awam menyediakan
perkhidmatan kepada semua tanpa diskriminasi. Oleh itu, kajian terhadap sekatan khas
yang dikenakan ke atas penjawat awam dalam mengamalkan hak politiknya amat
penting dan rumit, kerana ia tidak hanya memberi kesan kepada kehidupan kerjaya,
tetapi juga kepada kehidupan politik masyarakat secara keseluruhan. Hal ini
menyebabkan sesetengah sistem perlembagaan pada masa lalu menjauhkan penjawat
awam daripada bidang politik bagi memastikan tugasnya tidak terjejas. Namun begitu,
status penjawat awam telah berubah sejak kebelakangan ini, dengan arah aliran ke
arah pengiktirafan hak-hak politik, termasuk kebebasan menyuarakan pendapat
politik, serta penyertaan dalam pilihan raya sama ada sebagai pengundi atau calon, dan
juga keahlian dalam parti politik.

Kata Kunci: Hak Politik, Penjawat Awam, Undang-undang Pentadbiran.
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The Concept of Ummah According to Al-Alwani: A Renewed
Epistemic and Theological Perspective

Konsep Ummah Menurut Al-Alwani: Satu Perspektif Akidah dan
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Abstract
The research examines Dr. Taha Jaber Al-Alwani's significant contributions to

modern Islamic thought, focusing on his innovative perspective on the concept of the
"Ummah" (community) and its connection to rebuilding. The study explores his
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cognitive background, ideological foundations, and reviews of key debates in Islamic
and Arab thinking, such as self-other dynamics, pluralism, peaceful coexistence,
citizenship, and globalism. Dr. Al-Alwani provides a methodological approach from a
jurisprudential and purposive perspective. The research concludes by synthesizing key
ideas, aiming to interpret the Ummah concept from Dr. Al-Alwani's innovative
viewpoint, relying on an inductive and analytical approach based on his publications.

Keywords: Ummah, Theological Vision, Epistemic Renewal, Al-Alwani.
Abstrak

Kajian ini meneliti sumbangan penting Dr. Taha Jaber Al-Alwani terhadap
pemikiran Islam moden, dengan memberi tumpuan kepada perspektif inovatif beliau
mengenai konsep "Ummah" (komuniti) dan kaitannya dengan usaha pembinaan
semula. Kajian ini mengupas latar belakang kognitif dan asas ideologi beliau, serta
mengkaji perbahasan utama dalam pemikiran Islam dan Arab, seperti dinamika diri
dan pihak lain, pluralisme, kewujudan bersama secara aman, kewarganegaraan, dan
globalisme. Dr. Al-Alwani menawarkan pendekatan metodologi dari sudut figh dan
magqasid. Kajian ini merumuskan idea-idea utama dengan tujuan mentafsir konsep
Ummah dari sudut pandang pembaharuan Al-Alwani, melalui pendekatan induktif dan
analitis berdasarkan karya-karya beliau.

Kata Kunci: Ummah, Visi Teologi, Pembaharuan Epistemik, Al-Alwani.
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Abstract

The research aims to review what has been conveyed by the three controversial
books, namely: "Al-Insaf fi Masa'il al-Khilaf bayn al-Nahwiyyin al-Basriyyin wa al-
Kufiyyin" (Fairness in Issues of Disagreement between the Basra and Kufa
Grammarians) by Abu al-Barakat al-Anbari (577 AH), "Kitab al-Tabyeen '‘an Mazaahib al-
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Nahwiyyeen al-Basriyeein wa al-Kufiyyeen" (the Book of At-Tabyeen on the Doctrines of
the Basra and Kufa Grammarians) by Abu al-Baqa' al-‘Ukbari (616 AH), and "Kitab I'tilaf
al-Nusrah fi Ikhtilaf Nuhat al-Kufah wa al-Basrah" (the Book of the Nusra Coalition on the
Differences of the Grammarians of Kufa and Basra) by Abu Abdullah al-Sharji al-Zabidi
(802 AH), concerning the opinions of the Basra and Kufa grammarians on the issue
of Rafi'e al-Mubtada' (the operative factor of nominative case of the subject). The
significance of research lies in the fact that these three books are the primary sources that
addressed the issues of disagreement between these two schools.
Practically, almost every subsequent book, research, or study in the field of discussing the
two schools and their points of disagreement refers to these three books, or at least one of
them. One of the pivotal issues that significantly influenced the formulation of
grammatical rules within both Basra and Kufa grammatical traditions is the concept of al-
'‘Amel (the operative factor). This issue sparked considerable later debate, particularly in
attempts to  simplify = the  teaching of grammar, going back to
the earlier discussions, specifically on the issue of Rafi'e al-Mubtada’, the three books
conveyed the opinions of the Basra and Kufa grammarians, and subsequent books
transmitted those opinions without scrutiny. This research followed the inductive
approach in tracing what was contained in the three books, and the
comparative analysis among them. After examining the views of the Basra and
Kufa grammarians on the issue, the following became clear: 1. The Basra grammarians
had only two distinct opinions on Rafi'e al-Mubtada’, not four opinions as was reported. 2.
The two opinions of the Basra grammarians on the issue are: Rafi'e al-Mubtada’
by inception (al-ibtida’) and Rafi'e al-Mubtada’ by attribution (al-isnad). 3. The concept
of inception among Basra grammarians involves two aspects: firstly, the meaning of
primacy that demands attention and secondly, making it the first for a second element to
be attributed to. 4. Attribution is one of the meanings encompassed within inception. 5.
Kufa grammarians have only one opinion onthe Rafi'e al-Mubtada’, not two
as was previously reported. 6. The view of the Kufa grammarians regarding Rafi'e al-
Mubtada™ is more detailed: They said that the subject is Marfoo’ Bi al-Khabar (in the
nominative case by the predicate), whether it is singular, derived or rigid, and it is
also Marfoo’ bi al-‘Aa’id (in the nominative case by the return) when the predicate is a
verbal sentence and the return is not a nominative pronoun. 7. The Basra view that Rafi'e
al-Mubtada’ by inception (al-ibtida’) is the preferred opinion, as it aligns more closely
with the precise meanings and subtleties conveyed by Arabic sentence structures. 8.
Efforts to modernize or simplify Arabic grammar must be based on a deep understanding
of the views of the classical grammarians, considering the core meanings and intricate
nuances of Arabic sentence structures -features that distinguish the Arabic language-
instead of relying on superficial interpretations for the sake of simplification.

Keywords: Views, Basra and Kufa Grammarians, Rafi'e al-Mubtada’ (the
operative factor of nominative case of the subject), al-'’Amel (the operative factor), al-
ibtida’ (inception), al-isnad (attribution).
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Abstrak

Kajian ini bertujuan untuk mengkaji semula apa yang telah disampaikan oleh tiga
buah kitab perbahasan khilaf utama, iaitu: "Al-Insaf fi Masa'il al-Khilaf bayn al-Nahwiyyin
al-Basriyyin wa al-Kufiyyin" (Keadilan dalam Isu Khilaf antara Ahli Nahwu Basrah dan
Kufah) karya Abu al-Barakat al-Anbari (577H), "Kitab al-Tabyeen ‘an Mazaahib al-
Nahwiyyeen al-Basriyeein wa al-Kufiyyeen" (Kitab At-Tabyeen mengenai Mazhab Ahli
Nahwu Basrah dan Kufah) karya Abu al-Baqga' al-‘Ukbari (616H), dan "Kitab I'tilaf al-
Nusrah fi Ikhtilaf Nuhat al-Kufah wa al-Basrah” (Kitab Gabungan al-Nusrah dalam
Perbezaan Pendapat antara Ahli Nahwu Kufah dan Basrah) karya Abu Abdullah al-Sharji
al-Zabidi (802H), berkenaan pandangan ahli nahwu Basrah dan Kufah dalam isu Rafi” al-
Mubtada’ (faktor pengangkat mubtada’ kepada marfii‘). Kepentingan kajian ini terletak
pada hakikat bahawa ketiga-tiga kitab ini merupakan sumber utama yang membahaskan
isu-isu khilaf antara dua mazhab nahwu tersebut. Secara praktikalnya, hampir semua
karya, kajian atau penyelidikan selepasnya yang menyentuh perbahasan antara dua
mazhab ini merujuk kepada salah satu atau ketiga-tiga kitab ini. Salah satu isu penting
yang sangat mempengaruhi pembentukan kaedah-kaedah nahwu dalam kedua-dua
mazhab Basrah dan Kufah ialah konsep al-‘Amil (faktor pengaruh dalam i‘rab). Isu ini
menimbulkan perbahasan besar dalam tradisi selepasnya, terutama dalam usaha
memudahkan pengajaran ilmu nahwu. Dalam kembali kepada perbahasan awal,
Khususnya dalam isu Rdfi‘ al-Mubtada’, ketiga-tiga kitab tersebut memuatkan pandangan
nahwiyyin Basrah dan Kufah, dan karya-karya selepasnya menyampaikan pandangan
tersebut tanpa penelitian mendalam. Kajian ini menggunakan pendekatan induktif untuk
menelusuri kandungan ketiga-tiga kitab tersebut, serta melakukan perbandingan antara
pandangan-pandangan tersebut. Hasil daripada penelitian terhadap pandangan ahli
nahwu Basrah dan Kufah dalam isu ini, didapati bahawa: 1. Ahli nahwu Basrah hanya
mempunyai dua pandangan yang sah mengenai Rafi‘ al-Mubtada’, bukan empat seperti
yang dilaporkan sebelum ini. 2. Dua pandangan tersebut ialah: Rafi‘ al-Mubtada’ kerana
ibtida’ (permulaan) dan Rafi* al-Mubtada’ kerana isnad (penisbahan). 3. Konsep ibtida’
menurut nahwiyyin Basrah merangkumi dua aspek: pertama, makna permulaan yang
menarik perhatian; dan kedua, menjadikannya unsur pertama yang boleh disandarkan
unsur kedua padanya. 4. Isnad merupakan sebahagian daripada makna yang terkandung
dalam ibtida’. 5. Ahli nahwu Kufah hanya mempunyai satu pandangan terhadap Rafi‘ al-
Mubtada’, bukan dua seperti yang dilaporkan sebelum ini. 6. Pandangan Kufah mengenai
Rafi' al-Mubtada’ adalah lebih terperinci: Mereka berpendapat bahawa mubtada’ diangkat
(marfa‘) oleh khabar, sama ada ia isim mufrad, musytaq atau jamid, dan ia juga marfa’
oleh ‘a’id (pengembali) apabila khabar adalah jumlah filiyyah dan ‘@’id tersebut bukan
dhamir marfa‘. 7. Pandangan Basrah bahawa Rdfi’ al-Mubtada’ disebabkan ibtida’
merupakan pandangan yang lebih unggul kerana ia lebih selari dengan makna halus dan
struktur kalimah Arab yang tepat. 8. Sebarang usaha untuk memodenkan atau
memudahkan tatabahasa Arab mesti berasaskan kefahaman mendalam terhadap
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pandangan nahwiyyin klasik, dengan mengambil kira makna teras dan kehalusan struktur
ayat Arab -ciri-ciri yang menjadi keunikan bahasa Arab- dan bukan semata-mata
berdasarkan tafsiran luaran demi memudahkan pengajaran.

Kata Kunci: Pandangan, Ahli Nahwu Basrah dan Kufah, Rafi* al-Mubtada’ (faktor
pengangkat mubtada’ kepada marfii), al-‘Amil (faktor pengaruh), ibtida’ (permulaan),
isndd (penisbahan).
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Abstract

The psychological value of patience in Gurindam 12 has garnered
significant attention from various scientific perspectives. Literary
psychology regards literary works as psychological expressions imbued
with distinct psychological values. This study integrates empirical
psychological analysis with an exploration of the literary dimensions of
Gurindam 12. Employing a qualitative grounded theory approach, the
research seeks to uncover the concept of patience within Gurindam 12
and examine its practical application in the daily lives of the Malay
community in Riau. The research subjects include honest canteen
owners at the Faculty of Psychology, Universitas Islam Riau, who belong
to the Riau Malay community. The findings reveal five dimensions of
patience: (1) Positive Thinking, (2) Perseverance, (3) Acceptance of
Reality, (4) Sincerity, and (5) Self-Control. These findings offer valuable
insights and provide a foundation for developing an Eastern-oriented
patience measurement tool for researchers interested in further
advancing this field.
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Abstrak

Nilai Psikologi Kesabaran dalam Gurindam 12 telah menarik
perhatian yang signifikan daripada pelbagai perspektif ilmiah. Psikologi
kesusasteraan melihat karya sastera sebagai ekspresi psikologi yang
sarat dengan nilai-nilai psikologi yang tersendiri. Kajian ini
menggabungkan analisis psikologi empirikal dengan penerokaan
dimensi kesusasteraan dalam Gurindam 12. Dengan menggunakan
pendekatan kualitatif teori asas (grounded theory), kajian ini bertujuan
untuk mengungkap konsep kesabaran yang terdapat dalam Gurindam 12
serta meneliti aplikasinya dalam kehidupan seharian masyarakat
Melayu di Wilayah Riau. Subjek kajian terdiri daripada pengusaha kantin
yang jujur di Fakulti Psikologi, Universiti Islam Riau, yang merupakan
anggota masyarakat Melayu Riau. Dapatan kajian mendedahkan lima
dimensi kesabaran, iaitu: (1) Pemikiran Positif, (2) Ketabahan, (3)
Penerimaan Realiti, (4) Keikhlasan, dan (5) Kawalan Diri. Dapatan ini
memberikan pandangan yang bernilai dan menjadi asas kepada
pembangunan alat ukur kesabaran yang berorientasikan Timur bagi
para penyelidik yang ingin memperkembangkan bidang ini dengan lebih
lanjut.

Kata Kunci: Konsep Kesabaran, Psikologi Kesusasteraan,
Gurindam 12.

Introduction

Currently, research on patience is emerging from various
scientific perspectives in Indonesia. Subandi has conducted research to
develop patience as a psychological concept.! The findings of his
research are expected to be followed up by further researchers who are
interested in researching the concept of patience in certain groups of
people in Indonesia. The concept of patience that will be found in this
study is expected to be able to answer Subandi's research above and
also to see the suitability or incompatibility between the concept of

1 Subandi, “Sabar: Sebuah Konsep Psikologi,” Jurnal Psikologi 38, no. 2 (December
2011): 215-27, https://doi.org/doi.org/10.22146/jpsi.7654.



225 Ahmad Hidayat and Lisfarika Napitupulu

patience in the research findings. The object of this research is the
Malay Community of Riau.

The sources of study in developing psychology are diverse, not
limited to religious sources that have elements of psychology, but also
the works and thoughts of philosophers and including Sufi literary
works in the form of poetry have elements of psychology.? Based on the
explanation presented above, it raises the interest of researchers to
conduct psychological research on patience sourced from within these
literary works, especially gurindam 12 poems based on an empirical
psychological approach.

Literary works have various forms, including gurindam.
Gurindam is an old form of poetry consisting of two stanzas, each stanza
consisting of two lines with the same rhyme, which is a complete unit.
The first line in a gurindam contains some kind of problem, issue or
agreement. The second line is the answer or result of the problem or
agreement in the first line. The message conveyed in gurindam can be
used as a learning medium for students, in the context of efforts to form
student character.?

Keraf, 2009
Tarigan,; 1986
Pradopo, 1987 FarukE2012, 560

Minderrop;, 2010
Siswantoro, 201 6_:- )
P N ,
=hrohim, 2003 —

walGyo, 1es7 >

=2 RLadopox20035 rMinderop, 200S
Sisvianion2G56rohirm, 2012 {

7

Teeun 255405

sSudjiman, 1954 Tarigan. 1984

Figure 1: Overview of Literary Psychology on Connectedpaper.com

2 M.A. Subandi, “Konsep Psikologi Islam Dalam Sastra Sufi,” Millah 10, no. 1 (August 20,
2010): 143-59, https://doi.org/10.20885 /millah.vol10.iss1.art9.

3 N Nurmiyanti, H Faizah, and A Auzar, “Pembentukan Karakter Siswa Melalui
Pembelajaran Gurindam 12 Raja Ali Haji,” Jurnal Pendidikan Dan Konseling (JPDK) 5, no.
1 (2023): 2373-79, https://doi.org/10.31004/jpdk.v5i1.11330.
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In an effort to map the development of literary psychology
studies in Indonesia, a Connected Papers visualization is utilized to
trace the conceptual relationships among key literature that has
marked the evolution of this field. The image reveals a network of
interlinked works through citations and thematic similarities, forming
a robust intellectual cluster. Waluyo emerges as a central node,
connecting literary works with structural and appreciative approaches,
such as those by Pradopo and Aminuddin, each reinforcing the
theoretical foundation of literary analysis.* Meanwhile, Minderop
stands out as a pivotal figure in the modern branch of literary
psychology, particularly in applying psychological theories to the
interpretation of characters and their conflicts.> This network
illustrates that literary psychology in Indonesia has not developed in
isolation, but rather in close relation to stylistic approaches by keraf,
semiotics by Teeuw, and structuralism by Faruk.t

The positions of Siswantoro and Lahrohim reflect contemporary
tendencies toward integrating psychological perspectives into more
interpretative and multidisciplinary literary methodologies.” Thus, this
visualization not only captures an intellectual history but also
highlights the evolving trajectory of literary psychology as it becomes
increasingly complex and open to interdisciplinary dialogue. From
various studies on literary psychology that have been traced by
researchers, no model of literary psychology that has been developed
psychologically empirically has been found. However, this study has a
close relationship with previous psychological research models written
by Subandi, Chizanah & Hadjam, thus becoming the basis for this

4 Herman ]. Waluyo, Apresiasi Puisi (Jakarta: Erlangga, 1987); Rachmat Djoko Pradopo,
Pengkajian Puisi (Yogyakarta: Gadjah Mada University Press, 2003); Aminuddin,
Pengantar Apresiasi Karya Sastra (Bandung: Sinar Baru Algesindo, 2009).

5 Albertine Minderop, Psikologi Sastra: Karya Sastra, Metode, Dan Contoh Penerapan
(Jakarta: Yayasan Obor Indonesia, 2010).

6 G Keraf, Diksi Dan Gaya Bahasa (Jakarta: Gramedia, 2009); A Teeuw, Sastra Dan IImu
Sastra: Pengantar Teori Sastra (Jakarta: Pustaka Jaya, 1984); Faruk, Metode Penelitian
Sastra: Sebuah Penjelajahan Awal (Yogyakarta: Pustaka Pelajar, 2012).

7 D Siswantoro, Metode Penelitian Sastra: Pendekatan Psikologi (Surabaya: Paramita,
2016); Lahrohim, Psikologi Sastra Dalam Kajian Novel (Surabaya: Unesa University
Press, 2001).



227, Ahmad Hidayat and Lisfarika Napitupulu

psychological research. Psychological science and literary science are
usually related to the context of the religious and cultural situation of
the society that binds them.® According to Marisyah & Fatimah,
gurindam 12 is dominated by Islamic elements in social life in Malay
culture as a result of the smooth process of Islamization in the region,
especially the Riau Islands.?

Afdilah et al, explains that every culture has different rules and
values that develop and are collectively embraced by its people.1? This
also applies to the Riau Malay community, which upholds the shared
values reflected in gurindam 12. According to Hafiz & Tafsirudin, the
Riau Malay community has distinctive basic identity characteristics.11
Proto Malays (also known as Old Malays) inhabit coastal and riverside
areas, while Deutero Malays (or Young Malays) settle in mountainous
areas. Malay identity includes the use of the Malay language, Malay
customs and adherence to Islam. In addition, Marulafau explained that
Malay plays an important role as a literary language in writing literary
works such as poetry, novels and other literary works in Indonesia.2
The Malay language spoken in Indonesia, especially in Tanjung Pinang,
is the same as the Malay language spoken in Malaysia.

Osno found the character of Riau Malay society in gurindam 12
by Raja Ali Haji through the Systemic Functional Linguistic Transitivity
approach. First, the diversity of meaning determines and is determined

8 Subandi, “Konsep Psikologi Islam Dalam Sastra Sufi”; Lu’luatul Chizanah and M. Noor
Rochman Hadjam, “Penyusunan Instrumen Pengukuran Ikhlas,” Psikologika : Jurnal
Pemikiran Dan Penelitian Psikologi 18, no. 1 (March 15, 2013): 39-49,
https://doi.org/10.20885 /psikologika.vol18.iss1.art5.

9 Ab. Marisyah and Siti Fatimah, “Application of Gurindam 12 Local Wisdom Values in
Malay Community Life in Tanjung Pinang City, Riau Islands,” in Proceedings of the
International Conference On Social Studies, Globalisation And Technology (ICSSGT 2019)
(Paris, France: Atlantis Press, 2020), https://doi.org/10.2991 /assehr.k.200803.049.

10 Jzul Haidi Afdilah et al,, “Unveiling the Profound Significance of Gurindam XII in the
Quest for the Meaning of Life,” Jurnal Pendidikan Humaniora 9, no. 3 (September 2021):
90-100.

11 Muhammad Hafiz and Tafsiruddin, “Masyarakat Melayu Riau Berbudaya,” Dakwatul
Islam 6, no. 2 (June 29, 2022): 89-96,
https://doi.org/10.46781/dakwatulislam.v6i2.505.

12 Siamir Marulafau, “The Role of Malay Language In Literature as Social Media in
Indonesia,” in E-Prosiding Sllin 3.0: Seminar Internasional Literatur Nusantara Ketiga
(Tanjong Malim: Pejabat Karang Mengarang UPSI, 2022), 1-12.
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by the language that is structured according to the needs of the
participants and the role of the participants according to the context of
the situation that binds them.13 Second, the character of the Malay
community of Riau is in accordance with the lifestyle and culture of the
Indonesian nation so that it becomes the identity of the Indonesian
nation. Third, Riau Malay society prioritizes manners and courtesy
before sharing knowledge or speaking. According to Sari & Isnaini, the
values contained in gurindam 12 are: not lying, forbidding swearing
and criticizing, gentleness, patience, sincerity, keeping the heart, like to
give, frugal, polite, trustworthy, diligent, obedient and learning
motivation.# Fauziddin found that the values contained in gurindam 12
include Islamic values, faith, social and ethics, doing useful things,
ethics and leadership and leadership systems.l> Nurmawati,
summarized the major themes contained in gurindam 12, namely
advice on religion, manners, education, morals, and behavior.16

The word "patience" sounds familiar to the Malay people of Riau
who are predominantly Muslim. Patience is a trait needed by honest
canteen business actors to maintain honesty. Research results, shows
that the character and honest nature of "F" faculty students on campus
"F" is inadequate.1” This can be seen in the discrepancy between the
amount of money paid and the price of food marked with the price
marker of each food ingredient.

13 Medri Osno, Ratnawati Ratnawati, and Anis Rahmawati, “Transitivity Study: Riau
Malay Characters in Gurindam 12 Raja Ali Haji,” in 9th Asbham International Conference
(Archeoloty, History, & Culture in The Nature of Malay), 2022, 369-75,
https://doi.org/10.2991 /assehr.k.220408.051.

14 Djan Cita Sari and Lailatul Isnaini, “The Education Characters Using Local Wisdom
Approach,” International Journal of Applied Guidance and Counseling 2, no. 1 (February
26,2021): 20-25, https://doi.org/10.26486 /ijagc.v2i1.1496.

15 Mohammad Fauziddin et al., “Analysis on Value of 12 Verses Gurindam by Raja Ali
Haji in the Context of Learning Islam in Early Childhood (PAUD),” International Journal
of Membrane Science and Technology 10, no. 2 (June 21, 2023): 600-607,
https://doi.org/10.15379/ijmst.v10i2.1268.

16 Nurmawati Nurmawati et al,, “The Projection of Cultural Shift Rejuvination about
Fostering Islamic Education and Its Counterpart within Malay Community,” Jurnal
IImiah Peuradeun 8, no. 1 (January 30, 2020): 1-16,
https://doi.org/10.26811 /peuradeun.v8il.387.

17 Dandi Sugandi et al, “Karakter Dan Sifat Kejujuran Mahasiswa Melalui Kantin
Kejujuran,” Pendekar: Jurnal Pendidikan Berkarakter 2, no. 1 (2019): 15-22.
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There is an honesty canteen managed by the Al-Furqan Islamic
Studies Forum in faculty "X" on campus "X" in Riau Province. This
canteen was established from 2017 to 2020. However, based on the
accountability report document of the Islamic Studies Forum for the
2019-2020 period, the canteen activities were stopped due to the
Covid-19 factor. As the name implies, this organization is a gathering
place for Islamic students of faculty "X" on campus "X". The majority of
activities carried out by this organization focus on the Islamic field and
the development of the interests and talents of the cadres who are
members of it. One of the activities carried out by the Al-Furqan Islamic
Studies Forum is the Honest Canteen.

At the end of 2022, after Covid-19 ended, this honest canteen
activity was continued by the Riau Malay Community around the "X"
campus. However, unfortunately, this honesty canteen business only
lasted for 3 months. The sustainability of the business stopped because
the manager ran out of capital. This was caused by dishonest students
in faculty "X" on campus "X". According to Suud & Subandi, the impact
of dishonesty is such as corruption, academic fraud and the spread of
hoax news on social media that disturbs the community.18

Patience is found in the stanzas of gurindam 12 chapters 7 and 8
which read;

Seventh chapter:

..When you hear a message
receive it with patience.

Eighth chapter:
..Instead of praising yourself, be patient,
let the news come to people.

In addition to gurindam 12, Raja Ali Haji (1808-1873) also
created Syair Sinar Gemala Mestika Alam which was written towards
the end of his life. Gurindam 12 and Syair Sinar Gemala Mestika Alam
are always recited by the Riau Malay community on every day of the

18 Fitirah Suud and Subandi, “Kejujuran Dalam Perspektif Psikologi Islam,” jurnal
Psikologi Islam 4, no. 2 (2018): 121-34.
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commemoration of the Prophet Muhammad's birthday. Gurindam 12 is
a form of Raja Ali Haji's religious understanding as a Malay son in
understanding the teachings of Islam as a whole, while Syair Sinar
Gemala Mestika Alam is Raja Ali Haji's way of telling the story of the life
of the prophet Muhammad SAW from the womb of his mother to his
apostolic period, so that people who can contemplate the depth of the
poem will be able to increase their love for the Prophet Muhammad.®
According to research, Raja Ali Haji played various roles including as a
scholar and political thinker who combined culture and politics with
Islam and his thoughts were very influential, especially in Riau and its
surroundings such as Johor and Trengganu.20

There is previous research found about the meaning of
happiness for the Malay community of Kampar Riau.?! Although there
has been empirical research on the meaning of happiness for the
Kampar Malay community, but as far as the search conducted by
researchers through the google search engine, no research has been
found that empirically discusses the concept of patience in the Riau
Malay community. In fact, there are studies on patience that can be
found in studies that discuss Gurindam 12. Gurindam 12 itself is the
pride of the Indonesian nation, especially the Malay Riau Community,
because it contains Islamic Education values. In the city of Pekanbaru,
as the capital of Riau Province, there are names of police stations that
take inspiration from Gurindam 12. In addition, in this research
conducted at the X faculty building on campus X located in Pekanbaru
city, researchers found that at each floor level of the faculty building
there were posters of Gurindam 12 stapled in glass frames and neatly
arranged. The posters are placed in a position that is easy to read so
that it can be a guide for students.

19 M Al-Mudra, Gurindam Dua Belas Dan Syair Sinar Gemala Mestika (Balai Kajian dan
Pengembangan Budaya Melayu, 2004).

20 Helmiati Helmiati, “Nurturing Islamic and Socio-Political Thoughts in Riau and
Beyond: Exploring Raja Ali Haji’'s Works,” Journal of Al-Tamaddun 16, no. 2 (December
13,2021): 99-109, https://doi.org/10.22452/]AT.vol16n02.8.

21 Masyhuri Masyhuri, “The Happiness Concept for Community: A Studying Indigenous
Psychology for Melayu Community of Kampar,” in Proceedings of the Conference of
Psychology  and  Flourishing  Humanity  (PFH 2022), 2023, 154-67,
https://doi.org/10.2991/978-2-38476-032-9 16.
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Given the absence of studies conducted on the concept of
patience in Riau Malay society and the lack of studies in the field of
psychology, especially those that develop psychological concepts based
on these literary works, researchers are interested in conducting
empirical psychological research on this matter. The researcher found
that the meaning of patience in gurindam 12 literature has been studied
in various disciplines, especially literature, but it has never been done
psychologically-empirically.

The researcher in this study divides the research into two parts.
The first research is a literature study on the meaning of patience in
Gurindam 12, while the second research is an empirical study on the
meaning of patience. Thus, the research questions in this study are as
follows:

1. What is the concept of patience in Riau Malay society?
2. How is the concept of patience understood by the research
subjects?

Research Methods

Researchers use the grounded theory approach method. Data
analysis with grounded theory is needed if the qualitative research
conducted is intended to create a theory, more than just to gain an
understanding or description of a reality or social symptom under
study.22 This research was conducted in two parts. Research One (PN-
1), which is a literature study, was carried out by looking for the
concept of patience in gurindam 12. The tool used is a google search
engine with the keywords "patience in gurindam 12".

In research Two (PN-2), which is empirical research, the subject
of this research is an honest canteen business conducted by the Malay
Community in faculty X on campus X from 2017 to the end of 2022. The
researcher's consideration for choosing this subject is because honest
canteen business actors managed by the Malay Community in the object

22 [brahim. Metodologi Penelitian Kualitatif. Bandung: Alfabeta, 2018.
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of this research often experience losses and their patience is tested.

Furthermore, the research subjects will be interviewed using
the following questions:

a. What do you think patience means to the Malay people of Riau?

b. Tell us about an experience when you were patient in running an
honest canteen. Describe in detail what happened and what you
experienced?

c. Tell us about an experience when you felt impatient in running the
honest canteen business?

The grounded theory procedure carried out in this study is from
Strauss & Corbin adapted by Rafi as follows: (1) Collecting research
data through interview activities. (2) Conduct data analysis. There are
three stages of data analysis, namely: open coding, axial coding, and
selective coding.?23 In the open coding stage, researchers create
categories of information about the phenomenon being studied. After
the categories were formed, the researcher organized the categories
into other forms by using a coding paradigm to identify data related to
the research question. This stage is called the axial coding stage. In the
last stage, which is selective coding, researchers write a storyline based
on the relationship between categories and develop hypotheses that
explain the relationship between these categories. Subandi, given an
example in his research in making patience: a psychological concept.2*
For the results of PN-1 and PN-2 (compare and contrast), according to
Subandi, can be discussed with existing concepts of Western
psychology.2> From this comparison and analysis, an initial concept of
patience, which is psychological in nature, will be obtained.

Respondents in this study consisted of two Malay students who
were active members of the Islamic organization Al-Furqan Islamic
Studies Forum who were involved in the honesty canteen business
from 2017 to 2020, as well as a married couple who were Malay and
managed the honesty canteen at faculty X on campus X in 2022. The
subjects of this study consisted of four groups, namely: Subject (1)

23 Ibnu Rafi, “Penelltlan Grounded Theory (1) erlta dan Pengetahuan, 2017,

24 Subandl ‘Sabar: Sebuah Konsep Psikologi.”
25 Subandi.
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Kampar Malay, Subject (2) Pekanbaru Malay, Subject (3) Selat Panjang
Malay, Subject (4) Rokan Hilir Malay.

Result and Discussion

Zulfadhli & Lakawa, explains that language style is an effective
means of providing "teaching guidance" by displaying the beauty of
literary works.2¢ This indicates the importance of language style as a
means of expressing messages as illustrated in Gurindam 12 by Raja Ali
Haji. In presenting the research results, the final results of the analysis
on PN-1 and PN- 2 will be presented here.

Research One (PN-1)

The purpose of PN-1 is to gain an understanding of the meaning
of patience contained in gurindam 12, which researchers have put
together from previous studies with the keyword patience in gurindam
12 through the google search engine.

Patience is found in the stanzas of gurindam 12 and there are
two chapters where the word "patience" appears, namely in chapters 7
and 8 which were written by Raja Ali Haji as follows;

This is the seventh chapter of Gurindam:
When you speak much,

that is the entrance to lies.

When we exaggerate much,

that is the sign of sorrow.

When we lack tactics,

that is a sign of work going astray.
When a child is not trained,

his father is tired when he grows up.
If one criticizes people a lot,

that is a sign that he is lacking.
When a person sleeps a lot,

his life is wasted.

When you hear a rumor,

26 M Zulfadhli and A. R Lakawa, “The Analysis of Language Style of Gurindam Dua Belas
Written by Raja Ali Haji,” Jurnal Pendidikan Bahasa Dan Sastra 21, no. 1 (2021): 105-
17.
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be patient.
When you hear a complaint,

you should be jealous when you speak of it.
When a word is gentle,

all men follow quickly.

When a word is very harsh,

people are quickly upset.

When the work is very righteous,

let no man cause trouble.

This is the eighth chapter of Gurindam:
Whoever betrays himself,

let alone another.

To himself he has wronged,

that man thou shalt not trust.

The tongue that loves to justify itself,
rather than others it gets the blame.

He who praises himself, let him be patient,
and let news come to him.

He who loves to show merit,

is half of shirk claiming power.

The evil of the self is hidden,

the good of the self is silent.

The vices of others should not be revealed,
the vices of oneself should be realized.

Ilyas explains "The value of patience” is found in gurindam 12,
especially implied in articles 3 and 4, and the word "patience" is
expressed in articles 7 and 8.27 According to Raja Ali Haji, humans must
be patient with the temptations that come in life by keeping the heart
and five senses from despicable actions. Humans must always keep
themselves from being spiteful, greedy, angry, and others.
Furthermore, in article 7 it is also emphasized that one should be
patient with the news that comes because it may be untrue or slander.
Article 8 also states that when it comes to success, one should be patient

27 llyas Ilyas, Griven H Putera, and Muliardi Muliardi, “Nilai Pendidikan Islam Dalam
Gurindam Duabelas Karya Raja Ali Haji,” Jurnal Ilmu Budaya 16, no. 2 (February 28,
2020): 120-40, https://doi.org/10.31849 /jib.v16i2.3706.
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in responding to it and not be too excited about it.

Article 7 Section 7
when you hear the news,
Receive it, be patient

According to Syafrial & Rumadi, this poem contains a P + Ket
pattern with an intransitive verbal clause type.?8 The P + Ket pattern in
this array is characterized by "Receive it" as a predicate, and "be patient"
as an adverb. Furthermore, the type of intransitive verbal clause in this
array is characterized by a composition consisting of predicates
containing verbs with implications and objects cannot be added to
them. In addition, the clause cannot be changed into passive form.
Afdillah, explaining the meaning of life from gurindam 12 chapter 7 is
that it contains a component of creative values.?? Meanwhile, according
to Fadzli the seventh article is about social interaction, especially
avoiding choosing the wrong path, such as mocking, laziness,
impatience, and being easily influenced in responding to news.30 This
article also emphasizes the importance of not saying things that are not
soft to human ears and blaming someone on the side of truth, such as
committing slander. Islam & Hidayat, this article also explains that
patience is active.31

Maulida, the advice in this stanza explains that humans must be
patient with what they will face.32 Humans will not know whether they
will get good or bad news in the future. Therefore, try to accept
everything, be it bad things or good things. Accept the news gracefully

28 Syafrial and Hadi Rumadi, “Pola Larik Pada Gurindam Duabelas Karya Raja Ali Haji,”
Diglosia: Jurnal Pendidikan, Kebahasaan, Dan Kesusastraan Indonesia 5, no. 1 (2021):
330-49.

29 Afdilah et al., “Unveiling the Profound Significance of Gurindam XII in the Quest for
the Meaning of Life.”

30 Ahmad Igbal Mohd Fadzli et al,, “Elements Of Citizenship Education In The Twelve
Aphorism By Raja Ali Haji: Highlights According to Maqasid Sharia,” Perdana:
International Journal of Academic Research 17, no. 1 (August 1, 2023): 1-22.

31 Dea Nurul Islam and Ahmad Hidayat, “Kesabaran Terhadap Self Acceptance Pada
Mahasiswa Fakultas Psikologi Universitas Islam Riau,” Psikobuletin:Buletin Ilmiah
Psikologi 4, no. 3 (September 29, 2023): 194,
https://doi.org/10.24014 /pib.v4i3.23822.

32 Rizka Maulida, “Nilai Moral Dan Nilai Pendidikan Dalam Gurindan Dua Belas Karya
Raja Ali Haji (Suatu Kajian Sosiologi Sastra)” (Universitas Negeri Jakarta, 2017).
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and with full sincerity. Do not let grudges be planted in the human
heart. Always be grateful for what happens and accept the destiny given
by Allah Swt to His servants. Thus, the life we live in the world will always
get a blessing from God Almighty.

Kurmalasari & Hamdan, in this verse, the meaning of khabar is
news or information.33 When receiving it, one should be patient,
meaning not to rush or remain calm in dealing with it. News, whether
news or information, can be good or bad. Whatever the content of the
news, it must be scrutinized first. Moreover, no matter how bad the
news is, it must be responded to with patience.

Article 8 Section 4
Instead of praising yourself, be patient
let the news come from the people

Syafrial & Rumadi explaining "Instead of praising yourself, be
patient”, so that from people comes news. This poem contains the Ket
+ P pattern with the type of adjectival clause.3* The Ket + P pattern in
this array is characterized by "Instead of praising yourself" as an
adverb and "be patient" as a predicate. Furthermore, the type of
adjectival clause in this array is characterized by an arrangement
consisting of subjects and predicates containing nouns and adjectives.
According to Fadzli, the eighth article is an aspect that reprimands
individual behavior and reflects the good and bad of society.3> The
written meaning to be conveyed is that there is no need to expect
rewards for any services rendered.

Fitrah, explains that being patient in language in article 8 stanza
4 in gurindam is to endure or be steadfast.3¢ In terms of patience is to
refrain from everything that is desired, from sadness, difficulty,

33 Tety Kurmalasari and Abdul Rahim Hamdan, “Nilai-Nilai Karakter Building Dalam
Gurindam Dua.,” Jurnal Kiprah 3, no. 1 (December 31, 2017): 1-11,
https://doi.org/10.31629/kiprah.v3i1.398.

34 Syafrial and Rumadi, “Pola Larik Pada Gurindam Duabelas Karya Raja Ali Haji.”

35 Fadzli et al., “Elements Of Citizenship Education In The Twelve Aphorism By Raja Ali
Haji: Highlights According to Magasid Sharia.”

36 Yundi Fitrah, “Keberadaan Raja Ali Haji Pada Karya Gurindam 12 Dalam Menjaga
Kepribadian Melalui Penanaman Nilai-Nlai Moral,” Titian: Jurnal Imu Humaniora 1, no.
1 (September 30, 2017): 1-14,
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.22437 /titian.v1i1.3966.
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something that is determined (prohibited or ordered) by a law, even
patience also means refraining from pleasure. The nature of patience
must be possessed by every human being because patience will bring
goodness in the human being himself.

Research Two (PN-2)

The purpose of PN-2 is to explore the concept of patience from
the daily life experienced by the research subjects. From the analysis of
the theme of patience in the interviews, the categories of themes on the
notion of patience will be explained in the following study. The
definition of each category is further enriched by the experience of the
research subject.

Self-Control

The definition of patience according to respondents in relation
to self-control can be seen in the experience below:

Patience is the ability to manage one's emotions, time, and
thoughts to stay focused on running a business that may result in
losses (subject 1).

Patience is self-control, the ability to restrain emotions.
Sometimes, I work alone in managing the honest canteen, even
though we have our own responsibilities in our organization
(subject 2).

Being patient in managing an honest canteen for me means not
getting angry. For example, when a student is dishonest and is
caught red-handed,  must not get angry, but must restrain myself.
One day, while [ was selling, it was discovered that A did not pay
for my purchases. He said that he didn't have any small change,
but I still held back. I realized that I still suffered a loss as a result
of the incident (subject 3).

Accepting Reality

The definition of patience according to respondents related to
accepting reality is seen in the experience below;
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Patience is the ability to accept reality and have the ability to
manage oneself and finances (subject 1).

The honesty canteen has risks, as the name implies, the honesty
canteen requires us to accept everything as it is. However, [ don't
understand why there are students who are dishonest, as a result
my capital runs out (subject 4).

Fortitude

The definition of patience according to respondents related to
steadfastness is seen in the experience below;

Patience is a person's ability to endure and struggle in a business.
Sometimes, patience is tested when the goods sold do not match
the profit, but sometimes there is also an excess. As an honesty
canteen manager, loyalty must be maintained. If it is not
reinforced, the business may not run smoothly. For me, the
meaning of patience is that even if you experience a loss, keep
trying again (subject 1).

In managing an honesty canteen business, we must be patient
because there are ups and downs (subject 2).

Patience is living life with an unyielding spirit and continuing to
try (subject 4).

Positive Thinking

The definition of patience according to respondents related to
positive thinking is seen in the experience below;

[ have always believed that sustenance is orchestrated by Allah.
The loss I experience today might turn into profit tomorrow. I
assume that people who overpay on purpose, but for students
who don't pay maybe they made a mistake because they were
hungry and didn't have money (subject 1).

My motivation in opening an honest canteen business is to
observe whether students can be honest or not. I still have the
desire to open such a business in the future, but currently I do not
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have the capital (subject 3).

Ikhlas (Sincerity)

The money in the honesty canteen often disappeared, and I often
ran out of merchandise. However, as the money kept decreasing,
[ eventually ran out of capital. What else can I do? (subject 4).

Sometimes, when [ wait from morning to evening, I feel impatient.
Other friends can go home after class, but I keep trying to carry
out my responsibilities in managing the honesty canteen. If | am
impatient, there are parties who will be harmed (subject 1).

[ have been on campus since 6am and go home in the afternoon to
run this honesty canteen. Meanwhile, [ have a busy life as a
student (subject 2).

The results of data analysis obtained from PN-1 (literature study
of gurindam 12) and PN-2 (empirical study) are similar. Likewise, when
compared with some basic concepts that exist in Western psychological
literature.

Table 1: Comparison of the Meaning of Patience

PN-1 PN-2

(Literature of Gurindam 12) (Empirical study)

Think positively, keep your heart Having faith in God’s sustenance,

from being spiteful, greedy, trying to see the good and bad

angry, and not arrogant. potential that every human being
has.

Resilient, active, creative, not Persevere, istiqomah, don’t stop
lazy and can be gentle trying.
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Accept reality, forgive, and be Able to self-manage, and accept
grateful. risk

Sincerity, not complaining and Expect no strings attached, be
open-mindednes. trustworthy in carrying out
obligations.

Refrain from the desireable or Manage emotions, focus and
undesirable and obey the rules. contain anger.

Table 1 above shows that there are several concepts in PN-1 and
PN-2 that have similarities, although they are expressed in different
languages. A theme that is quite prominent can be considered as a
category From several prominent themes in the research (PN-1 and PN-
2), the researcher divided the themes into five categories.3”

The prominent theme found in the first PN-1 and 2 is the
"positive thinking" category. Keeping the heart from being spiteful,
greedy, angry, not arrogant is found in PN-1. Having faith in God's
sustenance that governs, seeing the good and bad potential that
humans have is found in PN-2. According to Sherwood & Bhandari,
positive thinking or having an optimistic attitude is the practice of
focusing on the good in any situation.38 This can have a great impact on
one's physical and mental health. However, this does not mean that one
ignores reality or underestimates problems. Suud & Na’'imah,
conducted a study focusing on Muslim students in Central Java on
positive thinking- oriented strategies through an experimental
research model.3° They found the result that positive thinking will bring
benefits to the improvement of personal factors.

37 Subandi, “Sabar: Sebuah Konsep Psikologi.”

38 Alison Sherwood and Smitha Bhandari, “What Is Positive Thinking,” WebMD, January
16,2022.

39 Fitriah M Suud and Tri Na'imah, “The Effect of Positive Thinking Training on
Academic Stress of Muslim Students in Thesis Writing: A Quasi-Experimental Study,”
International Journal of Adolescence and Youth 28, no. 1 (December 31, 2023): 564-75,
https://doi.org/10.1080/02673843.2023.2270051.
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The second prominent theme found in PN-1 and 2 is the
"steadfast" category. Active, creative, not lazy and gentle behavior are
found in PN-1. Enduring, istiqgomah, not stopping always trying are
found in PN-2. Psychological concepts that are close to this theme are
the personality concepts of hardiness and resilience. Resilience can be
understood as the ability to adapt, rise, and survive suffering or
problems by relying on oneself to achieve one's life goals; Resilience is
the ability of a person to overcome adversity; the ability to rise from
bad events that have been experienced to be able to solve the
problem.*

The prominent theme found in the third PN-1 and 2 is the
category of "accepting reality". Forgiveness, and gratitude are found in
PN-1. Being able to self-manage, and accepting risks are found in PN-2.
In psychological literature, a concept close to accepting reality is self-
acceptance. Self-acceptance includes the recognition and experience of
the entire internal experience, not just the valued self-concept. Beyond
the self, acceptance also involves responses to external stimuli, such as
acceptance from others. This process is described as subjective and
does not depend on the pleasantness or unpleasantness of the
environment, but rather on one's attitude towards it. Rogers also
hypothesized that self-acceptance and acceptance of others are
positively correlated; in other words, individuals with high levels of
self-acceptance tend to be more accepting of others. According to
Rogers, the development of self-acceptance and acceptance of others
leads to a more realistic, and perhaps paradoxically more positive, view
of oneself and others. Thus, although the term "self-acceptance" is
sometimes used synonymously with positive self-esteem or self-
esteem, Rogers emphasized the importance of honest knowledge,
seeing the self as it really is.*

The prominent theme found in the fourth PN-1 and 2 is the
"Ikhlas" category. Lapang dada and not complaining are found in PN-1.
Not expecting strings attached, trustworthy in carrying out obligations

40 Fernandez and Soedagijono, “Resiliensi Pada Wanita Dewasa Madya Setelah
Kematian Pasangan Hidup”; Cimellaro, Reinhorn, and Bruneau, “Framework for
Analytical Quantification of Disaster Resilience”; Zhang et al, “The Relationship
between Resilience, Anxiety and Depression among Patients with Mild Symptoms of
COVID-19 in China: A Cross-sectional Study.”

41 C. R Rogers, Client-Centered Therapy (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 1951).
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are found in PN-2. [khlas is the theme that most often emerges from the
respondents of this study. In research, there are overlapping areas in
the construction of ikhlas, namely in the aspect of emotional control
with transcendental motives.#? This research was conducted on the
Malay Community of Riau which has characteristics of Malay Identity,
including the use of Malay language, Malay customs, and is Muslim.
Therefore, it is suspected that there is an area of overlap between
aspects of emotional control and transcendental motives in Riau Malay
society.

The fifth prominent theme found in PN-1 and PN-2 is the
category of "self-control. Refraining from what is wanted or unwanted
and obeying the rules are found in PN-1 and are referred to as Self-
control, managing emotions, focusing and holding back anger are found
in PN-2. This theme is very much in line with self-control. Self-control
is an executive ability in individuals to control their own desires related
to restraining emotions, and so on Silver & Silver, Self-control is the
ability to override or change one's inner responses, as well as interrupt
all unwanted behavioral tendencies and refrain from acting on them.*

There are elements of unhurriedness and calmness found in the
literature study of gurindam 12 in PN-1, but not found in the empirical
study in PN-2. Considering that this research is a follow-up research to
previous research on patience conducted by Subandi, the researcher
concluded that there are similarities between the categories of patience
as a psychological concept and patience as a psychological concept in
gurindam 12 literature (empirical study on Riau Malay people who run
honest canteen businesses), in general.#* However, this study also
found new categories, namely positive thinking and sincerity.

Positive thinking can be used as one of the categories in
patience, and this opinion is supported by Turfe. When someone faces

42 Patrick D. Manapat et al., “A Psychometric Analysis of the Brief Self-Control Scale,”
Assessment 28, no. 2 (March 1, 2021): 395-412,
https://doi.org/10.1177/1073191119890021.

43 Eric Silver and Jasmine R. Silver, “Morality and Self-Control: The Role of Binding and
Individualizing Moral Motives,” Deviant Behavior 42, no. 3 (March 4, 2021): 366-85,
https://doi.org/10.1080/01639625.2019.1678580; Manapat et al., “A Psychometric
Analysis of the Brief Self-Control Scale.”

44 Subandi, “Sabar: Sebuah Konsep Psikologi.”
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trials, individuals who have the trait of patience will remain calm in
difficult situations (tenacity), because they believe that God will come
to help them. This calmness increases the ability to think positively
(optimism), and makes it easier for them to rise from difficult situations
(strength), thus facilitating the process of finding problem solving.*®

Research, also explains the closeness of patience with positive
thinking. * Positive thinking can be used as a category in the concept of
patience this is also supported by the results of research Darmawan &
Lukmawati, that therapists for autistic children interpret patience as
always being prejudiced (husnudzon) against all problems. 4’

Gurindam chapter 7 contains advice for parents to build their
children's morals and character as well as possible. Otherwise, parents
will be troubled themselves. Gurindam chapter 8 contains advice for
people not to trust immoral people and not to be prejudiced against
someone.*® The meaning of patience contained in stanzas 7 and 8 of
gurindam 12 leads to positive thinking actions. The argument
presented by the researcher above aims to strengthen that positive
thinking can be used as a category in the psychological concept of
patience. If Subandi included the theme of sincerity in the category of
acceptance of reality, this study found that sincerity is a separate
category that often appears in the themes of this study.*® Ikhlas can be
used as a category in the concept of patience is also supported by
research results Darmawan & Lukmawati, that therapists for autistic
children interpret patience as sincerely accepting whatever test Allah

45 Qurotul Uyun and Rumiani Rumiani, “Sabar Dan Shalat Sebagai Model Untuk
Meningkatkan Resiliensi Di Daerah Bencana,” Jurnal Intervensi Psikologi (JIP) 4, no. 2
(April 6, 2012): 253-76, https://doi.org/10.20885 /intervensipsikologi.vol4.iss2.art7.
4 Hanna Oktasya Ross, Megawatul Hasanah, and Fitri Ayu Kusumaningrum,
“Implementasi Konsep Sahdzan (Sabar Dan Huznudzan) Sebagai Upaya Perawatan
Kesehatan Mental Di Masapandemi Covid-19,” Khazanah: Jurnal Mahasiswa 12, no. 1
(October 30, 2020),https://doi.org/10.20885 /khazanah.vol12.iss1.art7.

47 Amita Darmawan and Lukmawati Lukmawati, “Makna Sabar Bagi Terapis (Studi
Fenomenologis Di Yayasan Bina Autis Mandiri Palembang),” Psikis: Jurnal Psikologi
Islami 1, no. 1 (May 15, 2016): 47-58, https://doi.org/10.19109/psikis.v1i1.556.

48 Nurmawati et al, “The Projection of Cultural Shift Rejuvination about Fostering
Islamic Education and Its Counterpart within Malay Community.”

49 Subandi, “Sabar: Sebuah Konsep Psikologi.” Jurnal Psikologi 38, No.2 (December
2011): 215-17,https://doi.org/doi.org/10.22146/jpsi.7654.
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SWT gives.50

Fitri found that ikhlas psychotherapy can reduce the stress
suffered by individuals, so that individuals can be patient.>* Goddard
examined patience, ikhlas, setia - patience, ikhlas, setia? The
contrasting semantics of several 'virtues' in Malay and English, finding
that ikhlas is related to helping, giving or "benevolent" behavior.*
Ikhlas in Goddard findings is limited to the Malay cultural context only.
The argument presented by the researcher above is to strengthen that
Ikhlas can be categorized in this psychological concept of patience.?

Based on the above opinion, positive thinking in Islam is called
huznudzan, while ikhlas according to Riau Malay literature signifies a
form of voluntary patience in Islamic teachings. Voluntary patience is
patience in carrying out Allah's commands and avoiding His
prohibitions, while forced patience is patience in facing fate whether
pleasant or not. This is reinforced by the opinion of Nashori, ikhlas is
an Islamic term that refers to the acceptance of one's circumstances.>*

50 Darmawan and Lukmawati, “Makna Sabar Bagi Terapis (Studi Fenomenologis Di
Yayasan Bina Autis Mandiri Palembang).”

51 Kemala Fitri, Vivik Shofiah, and Khairunnas Rajab, “Kajian Model Psikoterapi Ikhlas
Untuk Mencapai Kesehatan Mental,” Psikobuletin:Buletin IImiah Psikologi 4, no. 1
(February 4, 2023): 32, https://doi.org/10.24014 /pib.v4i1.20111.

52 Roger D. Goddard, “Collective Efficacy: A Neglected Construct in the Study of Schools
and Student Achievement.,” Journal of Educational Psychology 93, no. 3 (September
2001): 467-76, https://doi.org/10.1037/0022-0663.93.3.467.

53 Roger D. Goddard, “Collective Efficacy: A Neglected Construct in the Study of Schools
and Student Achievement,” Journal of Educational Psychology 93, no. 3 (September
2001): 467-76, https://doi.org/10.1037/0022-0663.93.3.467.

54 Fuad Nashori et al., “Religiosity, Interpersonal Attachment, and Forgiveness among
the Javanese Population in Yogyakarta, Indonesia,” Mental Health, Religion & Culture 23,
no. 2 (February 7, 2020): 99-112, https://doi.org/10.1080/13674676.2019.1646233.
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FAKULTAS PSIKOLOGI
UNIVERSITAS ISLAM RIAU

Gurindam 12.

Ini gurindam pasal yang ketiga.
la terpelihara mata,

Apabila terpelihara kuping,
khabar yang jahat tiadalah damping.

Apabila terpelihara lidah,

nescaya dapat daripadanya faedah.
Bersungguh-sungguh engkau memeliharakan tangan,
daripada segala berat dan ringan

Apabila perut terlalu penuh,

keluarlah fi'il yang tiada senonoh.

Anggota tengah hendaklah ingat,

di situlah banyak orang yang hilang semangat.
Hendaklah pellharakan kaki,

daripada berjalan yang membawa rugl.

This is the gurindam of the third issue:

When we guard the eyes,

Idle fantasy Is minimized.

When we guard the ears,

e e e

we guard our tongues

We ensure good outcomes.

Guard your hands carefully

from sins both light and heavy.
When the belly is too full

What it produces is distasteful.

Take heed of the middle part,

It Is there that many men lose heart.
Guard well the feet

from walking the pathway to defeat.

psy.uiracid @ Q0O ®

Figure 2: Gurindam 12 and Sincerity displayed at the Faculty of
Psychology UIR
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Figure 3:The Islamic Nuance at the Faculty of Psychology, Universitas
Islam Riau

Conclusion

This study found five categories covered by the concept of
patience, a psychological conceptin literature. This empirical study was
conducted on Malay Riau people who run an honest canteen business
among university students. The following are the categories:

1) Positive Thinking: The ability to remain calm in difficult situations,
having the belief that fate is orchestrated by God, and not feeling

jealous of others.
2) Fortitude: The ability to rise above and overcome problems, not be

lazy, and have strength and resilience in life.
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3) Accepting Reality: An attitude of acceptance, forgiveness, gratitude,
self- acceptance, and accepting others honestly as they are.

4) Ikhlas (Sincerity): Helping behavior that is done selflessly, and does
not complain or feel burdened.

5) Self-Control: The ability to manage emotions, so as not to get angry
easily and be able to refrain from desirable or undesirable things.

The researcher suggests that future studies expand the
exploration of the concept of patience within other communities or
ethnic groups in Indonesia and neighboring countries such as Malaysia,
to uncover unique and intriguing perspectives on patience as a topic for
further research. Additionally, the researcher encourages the
development of psychological studies based on philosophical works,
including Sufi literature in the form of poems that contain psychological
elements, to enrich insights and perspectives in the field of psychology.
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Abstract

This research seeks to introduce an Islamic ethical framework for
athletes with an integrated holistic approach. People’s engagement in
sports, the fundamental aspect of human nature, shows a defining
characteristic of civilizations throughout history. It is widely
acknowledged that sports enable people to transcend their religious,
ethnic, language, cultural, racial, and other differences. Islam teaches
Muslims rules and regulations concerning their participation in sports.
Despite Islam’s endorsement of sports activities, the extent to which
academic engagement with sports from an Islamic perspective has been
explored remains uncertain. This paper aims to address this gap by
analyzing the content of selected existing literature to underscore the
necessity of developing an ethical framework for athletes rooted in
I[slamic ethical norms. Descriptive and analytical methods are used in this
research while dealing with secondary sources, including journal
articles, book chapters, and websites. The findings reveal an absence of
comprehensive Islamic ethical frameworks with an integrated holistic
approach explicitly tailored for athletes. Introducing an integrated
holistic approach from the Islamic perspective will respond to athletes’
contemporary challenges and foster holistic athlete development within
the global sporting community.
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Abstrak

Penyelidikan ini bertujuan untuk memperkenalkan rangka kerja
etika Islam untuk atlet dengan pendekatan holistik bersepadu.
Penglibatan orang ramai dalam sukan, aspek asas sifat manusia,
menunjukkan ciri yang menentukan tamadun sepanjang sejarah. Adalah
diakui secara meluas bahawa sukan membolehkan orang ramai
mengatasi perbezaan agama, etnik, bahasa, budaya, kaum dan lain-lain
mereka. Islam mengajar orang Islam peraturan dan peraturan mengenai
penyertaan mereka dalam sukan. Walaupun Islam menyokong aktiviti
sukan, sejauh mana penglibatan akademik dengan sukan dari perspektif
I[slam telah diterokai masih tidak pasti. Kertas kerja ini bertujuan untuk
menangani jurang ini dengan menganalisis kandungan kesusasteraan
sedia ada terpilih untuk menekankan keperluan membangunkan rangka
kerja etika untuk atlet yang berteraskan norma etika Islam. Kaedah
deskriptif dan analisis digunakan dalam penyelidikan ini sambil
berurusan dengan sumber sekunder, termasuk artikel jurnal, bab buku,
dan laman web. Penemuan ini mendedahkan ketiadaan rangka kerja
etika Islam yang komprehensif dengan pendekatan holistik bersepadu
yang secara eksplisit disesuaikan untuk atlet. Memperkenalkan
pendekatan holistik bersepadu dari perspektif Islam akan bertindak
balas terhadap cabaran kontemporari atlet dan memupuk pembangunan
atlet holistik dalam komuniti sukan global.

Kata Kunci: Kerangka Etika Islam, Atlet, Sukan, Pendekatan
Holistik Bersepadu, Komuniti Sukan.

Introduction

In contemporary society, sporting activities transcend their
traditional confines of leisure and recreation to encompass multifaceted
dimensions, including cultural, economic, academic, and political
realms.! The burgeoning sports industry is a testament to this evolution,
with many professions, ranging from athletes to sports managers,

1 John Nauright and Steven Pope, ‘The Twenty-First-Century SportsWorld: Global
Markets and Global Impact, Sport in Society 20, no. 12 (2017): 1817-20,
https://doi.org/10.1080/17430437.2017.1234014.



256 Mohammed Ghous Mohammed Insaf and Fatmir Shehu

contributing to its growth and development.? Furthermore, the rapid
advancement of sports medicine underscores the increasing importance
placed on athletes’ health and well-being.3 Integral to this paradigm shift
is the symbiotic relationship between sports and media, where the
influence of sports media permeates various facets of today's media
landscape. The pivotal role of sports media in shaping public discourse
and perceptions underscores its significance in the contemporary media
milieu.* The academic discipline of sports philosophy, which emerged in
the 1970s, has evolved into a prominent field of study. It offers insights
into the philosophical underpinnings of sports and its societal
implications. This academic pursuit is further bolstered by the
proliferation of courses in sports sciences provided by numerous
universities worldwide, reflecting the growing scholarly interest in the
field.> Amidst this backdrop of burgeoning academic and professional
engagement with sports, examining the discourse on sports within the
Muslim world is imperative.6 Despite the global prevalence of sporting
activities, there remains to be more scholarly inquiry into sports from an
Islamic perspective. This gap in academic literature warrants closer
examination, particularly considering Islam’s endorsement of physical
activities and its emphasis on ethical conduct in all aspects of life.

Against this backdrop, this article explores the academic works
within the Muslim world about sports. By delving into the existing
literature, the aim is to elucidate the extent to which sports have been
academically engaged from an Islamic ethical perspective. Specifically,
this research seeks to identify any prevailing ethical frameworks or

2 Ekaterina Glebova and Fateme Zare, ‘Career Paths in Sport Management: Trends,
Typology, and Trajectories’, Journal of Physical Education and Sport 23, no. 2 (2023):
463-68, https://doi.org/10.7752/jpes.2023.02057.

3 Steven N Blair et al.,, ‘Perspectives From the Health Professions Medicine’, American
Journal of Health Promotion 182-185, no. 2 (2003),
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.4278/0890-1171-18.2.182.

4 Puertas Molero Pilar et al., ‘Impact of Sports Mass Media on the Behavior and Health
of Society. A Systematic Review’, International Journal of Environmental Research and
Public Health 16, no. 3 (2019), https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph16030486.

5 John William and Francisco Javier Lopez Frias Devine, ‘Philosophy of Sport, The
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Department of Philosophy, Stanford University,
2020), https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/fall2023 /entries/sport/.

6 Khalid Su’ad Kanu, Al-Alab Ar-Riyadiyyah, Ahkamuha, Dawabituha, Dirasa Fighiyyah
Mu’asira (Sports Games, Their Rules and Regulations: A Contemporary Jurisprudential
Study), 1st ed. (Damascus, Beirut and Kuwait: Dar an- nawadir, 2012).
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principles governing sports within Islamic teachings and to assess the
adequacy of these frameworks in addressing contemporary challenges
faced by athletes. By shedding light on the academic discourse
surrounding sports in the Muslim world, this study aims to contribute to
a deeper understanding of the intersection between sports and Islamic
ethics. Furthermore, it seeks to underscore the importance of developing
a robust ethical framework for athletes grounded in Islamic ethical
principles, fostering holistic athlete development, and promoting ethical
conduct within the sporting realm.

Literature Review

Sports-related literature within the Islamic framework is divided
into classical and modern categories. The former focuses on
equestrianism, swimming, and archery, while the latter explores
contemporary scholarly inquiries into sports from an Islamic
perspective. It emphasises the link between Islamic teachings and sports
participation and aims to promote a more comprehensive understanding
of sports within Islamic contexts.

I- Classical Literatures

Muslim scholars have written about various sports, such as
swimming, hunting, archery, and horseback riding, focusing on their
military applications. Equestrianism was considered a significant skill in
ancient times, with a rich tradition of folk poetry and intellectual
writings.

First, equestrian literature: the most significant works are Ibn
Hadhil Al-Andalusi's "The Ornament of the Knights and the Emblem of
the Brave" (363 AH), a book about horses that includes information on
their names, colours, and desirable qualities as well as advice on how to
choose, train, and compete with them. It also mentions various
equestrian equipment, such as swords, spears, bows, darts, and shields.”
Among them is al-Furusiyyah al-Muhammadiyyah (Muhammadiyah

7 Ali Ibnu Abdur Rahman Ibnu Hathyal, Hlyat Alfursan Wa Shi‘ar Al Sug‘an (The
Ornament of the Knights and the Emblem of the Brave), ed. Muhammed Abdul Gani
Hasan (Cairo: Darul Ma’arif lit tiba’ati wan nashr, 1951).
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Equestrianism) by Ibn al-Qayyim (751 AH), a thorough book whose
chapter combines the equestrian arts' legal foundation with a helpful
explanation of how to practise them, what is needed for the learner, and
what regulations need to be observed when engaging in equestrian
activities.8

"Albaha fi Fadl al Sibaha wa Al Samah fi Akhabr Al Rimah," written
by Jalaluddin al-Suyuti (911 AH), is a foundational work of notable
academic discourse divided into two portions. The first section, "Al-
Bahah Fi Fadl al Sibaha," explains how Suyuti elaborates on the lessons
ascribed to the Prophet Muhammad PBUH regarding the importance of
learning to swim. In this section, Suyuti outlines the instructions the
Prophet gave regarding learning to swim and sharing that knowledge
and the advantages the religious predecessors believed to be associated
with the ability to swim. On the other hand, the work's next section, titled
"Al-Samah fi Akhbar Al Rimah," is a wise collection that includes several
narratives, one of which is about the benefits of being skilled with spears.
In this chapter, Suyuti carefully studies the hadiths that elaborate on the
praiseworthy qualities of being an expert spear thrower and the
prophetic exhortations that encourage people to become experts in this
field. In addition, Suyuti embellishes his speech with a plethora of literary
allusions. One example is the epigraph that extols the virtues of weapons,
such as swords and spears, in conjunction with the poetic resonances
within the sportsmanship theme.

1I- Modern literatures

Numerous academic works have explored the intersection of
sports and Islamic perspectives. Although the volume of research is
limited, the thematic focus of these works can be categorized into distinct
topics. Abdullah Manaz stresses that in Islam, participation in sports is
closely connected to believers' way of life, with activities like walking,
running, and swimming being explicitly approved by the Prophet
Muhammad to enhance physical and spiritual health.® Ahas Kirkhs argues
in his paper that Islamic teachings emphasise the importance of physical

8 Ibn Qayyim Al-Jauziyyah, Al Furusiyya Al Muhammadiyya, ed. Bakr ibnu Abdillah Abu
Zaid (Meccah: Daru Alamil Fawaid lin nashri wat tawzi’, n.d.).
9 Abdullah Manaz, ‘Islam and Sport’, 2019.
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fitness through sports to fulfil religious duties.l®  Additionally, the
concept of Maqasid, which refers to the critical goals of Islamic law,
provides an understanding of how sports participation fits into the
ethical framework of Islam, which is in line with the overall objectives of
Shari‘ah.'! A significant research project, titled "Sports, Its Laws and
Definitions: A Study of Modern Islamic Jurisprudence,'!? aimed to create a
practical legal structure in Islamic jurisprudence regarding involvement
in sports, presence at sporting events, participation in sports festivals,
and pursuit of professional sports. The study aimed to define the legal
limits of sports participation by examining relevant rules and practices
in Islamic legal discussions. Ahmad Akram and Saidatolakma aim to
explore the current guidelines of Malaysian authorities and assess how
their implementation influences the commitment of Muslim women
athletes to adhere to Shari‘ah law during their engagement in sports
activities.13

Through exploring previous works, we can find that both classical
and modern literature present norms for Islamic legal authenticity for
engaging in sporting activities and its benefits from a religious
perspective. On the other hand, classical literature mostly tends to have
a military dimension more than a recreation and leisure dimension. At
the same time, the core discussion of most modern works is “female
engagement in sports’, which refers to either their dress code or
limitations or their obstacles in engaging in sporting activities and other
issues. Rarely can we find some works on some other ethical issues
related to athletes, such as using performance-enhancement drugs. We
can't find comprehensive work on the Islamic Ethical framework for
athletes.

10 Ahas Kirkhs, ‘Maqa s Id Al- Shari’ah and Sport: What It Means to the Practising
Muslims’ 28, no. 1 (2023): 16-31.

11 Kirkhs.

12 Kanu, Al-Alab Ar-Riyadiyyah, Ahkamuha, Dawabituha, Dirasa Fiqhiyyah Mu’asira
(Sports Games, Their Rules and Regulations: A Contemporary Jurisprudential Study).

13 Ahmad Akram et al,, ‘A Qualitative Review of the 'Awrah Issue of Muslim Women
Athlete in Malaysia: Analysing the Existing Standardised Guidlines’ 29, no. 1 (2024).
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Methodology

This study explores the importance of developing an Islamic
ethical framework for athletes within the sports domain. We have
employed a descriptive qualitative analysis approach to accomplish this
aim, drawing upon classical and modern literature on sports and Islam.
The methodology involves a comprehensive review of scholarly articles,
books, and other textual sources about Islam and sports, analysing their
intersection. Through this qualitative analysis, the research provides
insights into the significance and justification for integrating Islamic
ethics into athletes' training, conduct, and governance. This contribution
aims to enhance the broader conversation on ethical practices within
sports.

History and Modern Development of Sport

Sporting activity has gone through numerous phases throughout
history; in the beginning, it was combined with a society’s sociopolitical
and economic paradigms; later, it evolved into a leisure and amusement
reality. As a result, understanding the historical history of sports is
essential for understanding the current sports phenomenon.

I- Historical Origins of Sports

Sports have played a vital role in human civilisation for ages,
providing enjoyment and physical prowess. Athletic activities have
encompassed various disciplines and purposes, from ancient Egypt,
Greece, and Rome to the diverse range of sports in India, pre-Islamic
Arabia, and Islamic civilisations. Whether it was gladiatorial contests in
Rome, chariot racing in Greece, or refined martial arts in India and
Arabia, sports in these civilisations often reflected their distinct cultural
values, beliefs, and societal norms.

Throughout history, people from various civilisations have
engaged in different sports. Despite the diversity of sports, certain
common aspects have evolved, such as competitiveness, physical
exertion, and often ritualistic importance. These common threads
illustrate humanity's universal desire for athletic endeavours. This
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article will explore the dimensions of sports in different civilisations,
including the types of sports practised and the goals they serve.

Ancient Egypt: In ancient Egypt, sports like wrestling and archery
were not just physical exercises but also religious rituals, often part of
festivals honouring gods.1* The involvement of national and international
players and referees showcased their commitment to excellence and fair

play.15

Ancient Greece and Rome: Greek and Roman civilisations similarly
revered sports, with the Olympics and gladiatorial contests symbolising
athletic prowess.1® Greek sports, tied to religious rites, emphasised
physical competition as a tribute to gods. Including players and referees
from different regions promoted cultural exchange and diplomacy,
fostering unity among city-states and empires.

Ancient India: In the Indian Indus Valley, sports were both
religious and recreational, with rituals incorporating athletic
competitions as acts of devotion.1” Throughout Indian history, sports like
yoga and martial arts remained integral, offering physical and spiritual
benefits.18

Ancient Babylon: In Babylon, which is today’s Iraq, sports like
chariot racing and wrestling were entertainment spectacles reflecting
power and prestige. Rulers and nobles often participated to demonstrate
their prowess and leadership.

14 Ahmed Ebied Ali Hamed, ‘SPORT, LEISURE: ARTISTIC PERSPECTIVES IN ANCIENT
EGYPTIAN TEMPLES (Part II). / Esporte, Lazer: Perspectivas Artisticas Nos Antigos
Templos Egipcios (Parte I1)., Recorde: Revista de Historia Do Esporte 8, no. 1 (2015):
1-28, http://0-
search.ebscohost.com.library.ucc.ie/login.aspx?direct=true&db=s3h&AN=10342117
7&site=ehost-live.

15 Doaa El-Shereef, ‘Ancient Egyptian Sports and Fundamental Principales of Olympic’,
in World History Bulletin Sports in World History, ed. Yi Guolin H.Micheal Tarver,
Nicholas Di Liberto, vol. XXVI (Russellville, 2020).

16 David ] Lunt, ‘The Heroic Athlete in Ancient Greece’, Journal of Sport History 36, no. 3
(2009): 375-92.

17 Lakhveer Kaur and Rajesh Chander, ‘Ancient Indian Sports: A Historical Analysis’,
International Journal of Humanities, Arts, Medicine and Sciences (BEST: 3, no. 11
(2015): 75-78.

18 Jagdish Parshad, ‘Wrestling in Indian Arts’, Academic Discourse: An International
Refereed Research Journal, 2021.
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Ancient Chinese: The recreational sports in China exhibit distinct
national characteristics. These include traditional folk festivals featuring
acrobatics and boat races, as well as daily activities like swinging, and
historical sports such as Cuju and sumo, which have military origins. The
history of sports in China spans over 10,000 years, dating back to the
conclusion of primitive society.1®

Ancient Arabs: Before Islam, Arabs engaged in various sports
encompassing practical skills training and social festivities, reflecting
nomadic lifestyles and martial traditions. Camel racing and archery
fostered camaraderie among tribes and clans.20

Islamic Era: In Islamic history, sports hold significance beyond
physical activity, encompassing spiritual and communal dimensions. The
religion emphasises preserving physical health, considering the body a
trust from Allah.2! Prophetic sayings encourage Muslims to engage in
physical activity, highlighting its value for overall well-being. Historical
accounts show Prophet Muhammad and his companions participating in
various sports, reflecting their importance in daily life.22 Islamic
leadership, such as Caliph Umar, prioritised sports education,
recognising its practical utility.23

Muslim World: Muslims globally participate in diverse athletic
activities, reflecting the enduring relevance of sports in Islam. Initiatives
promoting sports for social development underscore their importance in
fostering communal cohesion. Overall, sports in Islam embody principles

19 Jiangiang Guo &Rong Li, ‘The Development of Leisure Sports in Ancient China and Its
Contemporary Sports Culture Value’, Advances in Physical Education 07, no. 04 (2017):
377-82, https://doi.org/10.4236/ape.2017.74031.

20 Saja Khalid Jasim and Zaeneb Ali Abid Al-ameer Al-musawy, ‘Historical Review :
Athletics and Heroic Sports Encouraged and Played at Islamic Period and Greek’ 12,
no. 12 (2021): 4337-42.

21 Irshaad Sedick, ‘The Strong Believer Bodies, Minds, and Souls’, SeekersGuidence The
Global Islamic Academy, accessed 31 March 2024,
https://seekersguidance.org/uncategorized/the-strong-believer-article-ten-healthy-
bodies-minds-and-souls-your-health-is-an-amana-trust/.

22 Rameez Ahmad Lone, ‘Sports in Islam’, International Journal of Research 04, no. 14
(2017): 1989-95.

23 Ahmad bin Husain bin Ali Abubakr Al-Baihagqi, Al-Jami’ Li Shu’ab Al-Imaan ( g
U¥) =) (Maktabatu al-Rushd, 2003).
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of balance, moderation, and self-discipline, contributing to physical
health and personal development while upholding Islamic values. 24

Throughout history, civilizations like Egypt, Rome, Greece, India,
China, and Babylon have embraced sports for religious rituals, leisure,
military training, education, and economic sustenance. Over time, these
activities evolved, reflecting the interplay between cultures,
technologies, and societal needs. This trajectory underscores the human
inclination towards physical prowess, competition, and communal
engagement, shaping the global sporting heritage.

Multifaceted Evolution of Modern Sports

The evolution of modern sports encompasses a dynamic interplay
between various disciplines and societal domains, transcending its
traditional role as mere entertainment. From philosophical inquiries into
the foundations of sports to the emergence of sports ethics as a
normative framework promoting fairness and integrity, the multifaceted
nature of sports has been deeply explored.?5 Sports education has also
gained prominence, offering interdisciplinary programs covering
physical therapy, biomechanics, and coaching methodologies.2¢
Additionally, advancements in sports-related research, alongside the
economic significance of the sports industry, highlight its far-reaching
impact on global economies.2’” Moreover, the intertwining of sports with
politics and media underscores its role as a platform for diplomatic
relations and social discourse.?8 As we navigate the complexities of
modern  sports, interdisciplinary collaboration and ethical

24 Lone, ‘Sports in Islam’.

25 Cesar R. Torres, ed., The Bloomsbury Companion to the Philosophy of Sport (London,
New Delhi, New York, Sydny, 2014), https://www.ptonline.com/articles/how-to-get-
better-mfi-results.

26 University courses

27 Murat Aygiin, Yunus Savas, and Dilek Alma Savas, ‘The Relation between Football
Clubs and Economic Growth: The Case of Developed Countries’, Humanities and Social
Sciences Communications 10, no. 1 (2023): 1-11, https://doi.org/10.1057 /s41599-
023-02074-2.

28 Meistra Budiasa, ‘Proceedings of the Annual International Conference on Social
Science and Humanities (AICOSH 2022)’, in Proceedings of the Annual International
Conference on Social Science and Humanities (AICOSH 2022) (Atlantis Press SARL,
2022), 220-28, https://doi.org/10.2991/978-2-494069-87-9.
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considerations remain crucial for ensuring the continued growth and
sustainability of the sports industry.

This section of the article addresses significant norms and issues
related to sports, it specifically examines critical aspects concerning
athletes, emphasizing the importance of an Islamic ethical framework. By
exploring these issues, the discussion aims to highlight how Islamic
ethics can provide a comprehensive moral foundation for athletes,
ensuring integrity and fairness within sports. This analysis seeks to
underscore the relevance and applicability of Islamic ethical principles
in addressing contemporary challenges faced by athletes, thereby
advocating for their broader adoption in the sporting world.

I- Sports-related Modern Issues and Norms

The nexus between sports and ethics represents a rich terrain of
inquiry, drawing attention from modern scholars and philosophers
alike.2? While contemporary scholarship extensively explores the
multifaceted benefits of engaging in sports, including enhancements in
physical health, personality development, fostering positive attitudes,
nurturing cooperation, and strengthening social relationships,
philosophers have embarked on an ethical exploration of sports,
unravelling complex moral quandaries embedded within sporting
practices.30

Within philosophical inquiry, individuals steeped in various
theoretical frameworks of ethics offer their perspectives on ethical
dilemmas manifesting in sports.31 These perspectives, rooted in diverse
ethical traditions, are the foundation for rigorous debates and analyses.
As such, scholars delve into critical topics that encapsulate the moral

29 Mike McNamee, ‘Editorial: Sport, Ethics and Philosophy; Context, History, Prospects’,
Sport, Ethics and Philosophy 1, no. 1 (2007): 1-6,
https://doi.org/10.1080/17511320601173329.

30 Rochelle M. Eime et al., ‘A Systematic Review of the Psychological and Social Benefits
of Participation in Sport for Adults: Informing Development of a Conceptual Model of
Health through Sport, International Journal of Behavioral Nutrition and Physical
Activity 10, no. 98 (2013): 1-21, https://doi.org/10.1186/1479-5868-10-135.

31 Devine, ‘Philosophy of Sport.
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dimensions of sports, thereby enriching our understanding and
discourse on sports ethics.

Among the salient themes that emerge in discussions on sports
ethics, performance-enhancing doping stands out as a pressing concern
that challenges the integrity and fairness of sports competitions. Ethical
deliberations on doping extend beyond mere regulatory compliance to
delve into broader questions concerning the essence of fair play and the
moral responsibilities of athletes and governing bodies.32 Similarly,
examinations of cheating in sports prompt reflections on the ethical
boundaries of competitive conduct and the implications of deceptive
practices for the ethos of sportsmanship.33

Moreover, ethical scrutiny extends to sports characterised by
inherent risks of violence and danger, raising questions about the moral
implications of perpetuating or condoning activities that endanger
participants' well-being. Discussions on gender inequality and race
within sports interrogate systemic biases, discrimination, and disparities
in opportunities and recognition, advocating for equitable
representation and inclusivity within sporting spheres.34

Furthermore, ethical considerations encompass the behaviour of
fans, the treatment of individuals with special needs in sports, and the
aesthetic dimensions of sporting performances. These inquiries
illuminate the ethical complexities inherent in spectatorship,
accessibility, and the subjective appreciation of sporting endeavours,
fostering a more nuanced understanding of the moral landscape of
sports.

II- Ethical Issues among Muslim Athletes

In recent times, a significant rise is evident in the participation of
Muslim athletes across a wide array of sports genres, ranging from

32 Marie Overbye et al., ‘Athletes’ Perceptions of Anti-Doping Sanctions: The Ban from
Sport versus Social, Financial and Self-Imposed Sanctions’, Sport in Society 18, no. 3
(2015): 364-84, https://doi.org/10.1080/17430437.2014.982539.

33 Devine, ‘Philosophy of Sport.

34 Adam Dwight and Kay Biscomb, ‘Ten Years of the UK’s Equality Standard for Sport
European Journal for Sport and Society 15, no. 2 (2018): 171-88,
https://doi.org/10.1080/16138171.2018.1458181.
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popular disciplines like Football, Cricket, and Athletics to various Martial
Arts forms including Karate, Boxing, Muay Thai, MMA, and Taekwondo.
Noteworthy is the trend observed in Muslim-majority nations, where
there is a growing commitment to allocate resources from their budgets
towards enhancing sports infrastructure and programs. This evolving
landscape reveals distinct profiles of Muslim athletes. The first group
encompasses individuals who, unfortunately, resort to unethical
behaviours such as engaging in unfair play, match-fixing, bribery, and the
illicit use of performance-enhancing drugs.3> Contrasting this, the second
category showcases athletes who actively engage in sports while
conscientiously adhering to the principles of their faith. For instance,
luminaries like Hashim Amla, hailing from South Africa and Moin Alj,
representing the England Cricket team, have notably stood firm in their
religious convictions, even enduring penalties for their refusal to endorse
alcoholic brands through their sportswear.3¢ Lastly, the third segment
comprises athletes who abstain from competitive sports altogether out
of reverence for their religious beliefs.3” This diverse spectrum
underlines Muslim athletes' varied ethical positions and strategies
within the sports domain, reflecting a nuanced interplay between faith,
personal principles, and sporting pursuits.

The emergence of Muslim athletes in many sports creates ethical
considerations. While some engage in unethical behaviour, such as
cheating, others, such as Hashim Amla and Moin Alj, choose religious
beliefs over commercial gain. Some Muslim sportsmen abstain from
athletics owing to religious views. This heterogeneous terrain
emphasises the connection between faith, ethics, and sport. Sports
stakeholders should create an environment that promotes athletic

35 Jan Blackshaw, ‘Match Fixing in Sport: A Top Priority and Ongoing Challenge for
Sports  Governing Bodies, De Jure 46, no. 4 (2013): 945-56,
http://www.scielo.org.za/scielo.php?script=sci_arttext&pid=52225-
71602013000400007.

36 Aditya Gajanan Kukalyekar, ‘5 Cricketers Who Refused to Sport Alcohol Logos on
Their Jersey, Cric Tracker, 2020, https://www.crictracker.com/5-cricketers-who-
refused-to-sport-alcohol-logos-on-their-jersey/.

37 “18-Year-01d Pakistan Cricketer Ayesha Naseem Announces Retirement to “Live Life
According to Islam”™, The Tribune: Voice of People, 29 April 2024,
https://www.tribuneindia.com/cricket/18-year-old-pakistan-cricketer-ayesha-
naseem-announces-retirement-to-live-life-according-to-islam-
64b9179113ad3256542f5039.
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excellence while maintaining integrity and honouring other cultural and
religious perspectives. Dialogue, education, and ethical guidance can all
help to foster inclusivity and moral behaviour among all athletes,
regardless of religion.

Involvement of Females in Sports

Academic research written by scholars of various backgrounds,
including both Muslims and non-Muslims, thoroughly examines the
complex connection between Islam and sports, paying particular
attention to the involvement of women. This collection of studies
addresses a variety of subjects, showcasing the various aspects of
women participating in sports in Islamic settings. Research on the
participation of Muslim schoolgirls in sports activities offers essential
insights into how young women in Muslim communities begin to get
involved in sports.38 Factors that affect girls' interest in sports, such as
cultural beliefs, family backing, and availability of sports facilities and
opportunities, are highlighted in these studies.

Studying the perceptions and engagement of female college
students in sports provides insights into the impact of higher education
on women's athletic experiences. Research on how religion influences
women's participation in sports also offers valuable perspectives on the
theological basis of women's involvement in sports according to Islamic
law.

Scholars study religious texts to understand the rules for women
in sports. They also explore reasons for Muslim women's low
participation, including stereotypes and limited resources. Research
suggests ways to improve coaching and facilities to encourage inclusivity
in sports for women in Islamic societies. Overall, the study highlights the
importance of addressing challenges to promote equality in sports for
Muslim women.

38 Symeon Dagkas and Tansin Benn, ‘Young Muslim Women’s Experiences of Islam and
Physical Education in Greece and Britain: A Comparative Study’, Sport, Education and
Society 11, no. 1 (2006): 21-38, https://doi.org/10.1080/13573320500255056.
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Harmful Sports

Discussions on the potential adverse effects of contact sports such
as MMA, boxing, Muay Thai, rugby, and football have prompted
escalating concerns regarding their physical and psychological impact on
young participants.3? Despite the burgeoning interest among youth,
enticed by the thrill and perceived prestige, these sports present
substantial risks. Research indicates elevated occurrences of
concussions, enduring cognitive impairment, and chronic traumatic
encephalopathy (CTE) among athletes.#0 Furthermore, the culture of
aggression and violence associated with these sports may exert a
detrimental influence on behaviour and mental well-being. These
findings underscore the need for stringent safety protocols and well-
informed decision-making by young athletes and their guardians.

Sport-Activities-Related Fatwas

Sports activities have become widespread today, drawing more
people to participate as athletes, organizers, and spectators for
recreational and professional reasons. This increase in sports
involvement has sparked numerous religious discussions and debates.
To tackle these issues, many Islamic scholars have been consulted for
fatwas, or religious rulings, especially from 2001 to 2009, highlighting
the relationship between sports and Islam. A thorough research project,
"Sports and Islam: Social and Intellectual Environment, Involvement and
Enjoyment of Sports, Sports and Religious Obligations", investigated
various aspects of sports in Islam. This study carefully examined issues
like idolatry, gambling, and animal cruelty by analysing one hundred
fatwas issued during a specific period. Despite the importance of these
studies, more thorough research on various aspects of the contemporary
sports industry needs to be conducted. While some areas have been
studied, such as the ones mentioned earlier, many other aspects of sports
have yet to be extensively explored within Islamic scholarship, including

39 Hokman Wong, ‘Brain Injury in Combat Sports’, Bolt Burdon Kemp, n.d,
https://www.boltburdonkemp.co.uk/our-insights/posts/brain-injury-in-combat-
sports/.

40 Andrew Gardner, Grant L. Iverson, and Paul McCrory, ‘Chronic Traumatic
Encephalopathy in Sport: A Systematic Review’, British Journal of Sports Medicine 48,
no. 2 (2014): 84-90, https://doi.org/10.1136/bjsports-2013-092646.
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its economic, cultural, and social factors. There have been attempts to
tackle religious issues related to sports, but there needs to be more
thorough research that delves into the various aspects of modern sports.
With the continuous development of sports and their impact on society,
it is crucial to conduct more studies to understand the intricate
connections between sports, religion, and societal factors.

Sports and Transgender

The inclusion of transgender individuals in sports has become a
matter of great significance within sports governing bodies.4! There are
ongoing debates regarding whether transgender athletes should be
allowed to compete in alignment with their affirmed gender. Advocates
for inclusion argue that it is a matter of fairness and human rights. At the
same time, opponents raise concerns about potential advantages or
disadvantages for transgender athletes and the impact on the integrity
of sports competitions.#2 This complex issue has sparked discussions
about creating inclusive policies that balance fairness and inclusion.

Conclusion

In contemporary society, the significance of sport extends far
beyond its traditional role as a source of entertainment and relaxation. It
has become deeply intertwined with various domains such as education,
economics, politics, sociology, medicine, and media, reflecting its
multifaceted impact on societal dynamics. Moreover, in Western
contexts, the sport has transcended its conventional boundaries to attain
quasi-religious status, reflecting its profound cultural significance. This
evolution highlights the pervasive influence of sport across diverse
spheres of human activity and underscores its central role in shaping
modern societies. In the context of the contemporary development of
sports, many questions and challenges arise daily, implicating players,

41 Joanna Harper, ‘Transgender Athletes and International Sports Policy, Law and
Contemporary Problems 85, no. 1 (2022): 151-65.

42 D. ]. Oberlin, ‘Sex Differences and Athletic Performance. Where Do Trans Individuals
Fitinto Sports and Athletics Based on Current Research?’, Frontiers in Sports and Active
Living 5, no. October (2023): 1-12, https://doi.org/10.3389/fspor.2023.1224476.
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coaches, fans, organisers and broader societal growth. Despite the
plethora of studies addressing specific facets of sports, a comprehensive
framework developed by Islamic legal scholars or ethics experts to
approach and regulate the domain needs to be more conspicuously
present. This gap in scholarly discourse leaves various stakeholders
associated with sports, including athletes, fans, organisers, and sponsors,
grappling with unresolved doubts and ethical dilemmas. This study
concludes that addressing this gap necessitates formulating a distinct
Islamic ethics and jurisprudence framework tailored to the sports
domain. Such a framework would serve as a guiding paradigm, drawing
upon Islamic principles and values to navigate the complex ethical
terrain inherent in sporting activities. By providing a moral framework
for ethical decision-making, this initiative promotes integrity, fairness,
and justice within sports, enhancing the overall ethical conduct and
governance of sporting events.

Developing an Islamic ethics and jurisprudence framework for
sports holds significant implications for fostering inclusivity and
diversity within the sporting domain. By recognising and respecting the
religious and cultural values of diverse communities, this framework
Should aim to create a more equitable and inclusive sporting
environment reflective of the pluralistic nature of contemporary society.
Furthermore, formulating an Islamic ethics and jurisprudence
framework for sports addresses broader societal concerns surrounding
the ethical conduct of sports-related activities. By providing clear
guidelines and standards of behaviour rooted in Islamic teachings, this
framework should seek to mitigate ethical ambiguities and moral
conflicts, safeguarding the well-being and dignity of individuals and
communities involved in sporting events. Finally, the imperative to
develop a separate Islamic ethics and jurisprudence framework for
sports is underscored by the growing recognition of the need to address
the ethical dimensions of sports from an Islamic perspective. By drawing
upon the rich ethical tradition of Islam, this initiative should seek to
provide moral guidance for navigating the complex moral challenges
inherent in modern sports. Moreover, it should promote inclusivity,
diversity, and cultural sensitivity within the sporting domain, fostering a
more equitable and harmonious sporting environment reflective of
I[slam's justice, fairness, and integrity values.
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Abstract

Digital technologies have fundamentally transformed
contemporary lifestyles and have significantly impacted both formal and
informal learning. The study of religions, without exception, must
leverage digital technologies to enhance its societal roles and impact.
This paper therefore explores the possibility of adopting an innovative
approach in Muslim scholarship on religions by introducing the use of
digital applications in the study of other religions, a vital sub-discipline
of Usuluddin. Additionally, the paper examines how digital technologies
can foster a more inclusive approach to understanding diverse religious
perspectives thereby promoting positive inter-religious dialogue and
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meaningful engagement. Through qualitative interviews with experts in
religious studies, this paper presents their insights and
recommendations on the conceptualisation of the digital application.
Based on these findings, the paper argues for a symbiotic relationship
between the traditional approaches and digital technologies. This
integration is essential not only to maintain the relevance of Muslim
studies on other religions in the digital age but also to advocate for
interreligious understanding, which is instrumental in achieving social
harmony.

Keywords: Muslim Studies of Other Religions, Integration of
Usuluddin and Digital Technologies, Digital Application, Interreligious
Understanding, Social Inclusion.

Abstrak

Teknologi digital telah mengubah gaya hidup kontemporari dan
memberikan impak yang signifikan terhadap pembelajaran formal dan
tidak formal. Tidak terkecuali, kajian terhadap agama-agama juga perlu
memanfaatkan teknologi digital untuk meningkatkan peranan dan
kesannya terhadap masyarakat. Artikel ini bertujuan untuk meneroka
kemungkinan melaksanakan inovasi dalam kajian Muslim terhadap
agama-agama lain, yang merupakan subdisiplin kepada bidang
Usuluddin, melalui pengaplikasian teknologi digital dalam kajian
tersebut. Selain itu, artikel ini juga bertujuan menganalisis samada
digital teknologi dapat membina pendekatan yang inklusif terhadap
agama-agama lain, seterusnya merangsang aktiviti dialog antara agama
yang positif dan libatsama antara agama yang lebih bermakna. Artikel ini
turut membentangkan pandangan dan saranan yang diperolehi melalui
kaedah temubual dengan beberapa orang pakar mengenai
konseptualisasi aplikasi digital dalam kajian Muslim terhadap agama-
agama lain. Berdasarkan data tersebut, artikel ini menegaskan perlunya
simbiosis antara pendekatan tradisional dan teknologi digital dalam
kajian Muslim terhadap agama-agama lain. Integrasi ini sangat penting
bukan sahaja untuk membuktikan bahawa kajian Muslim terhadap
agama-agama lain masih relevan dalam dunia digital hari ini, tetapi yang
lebih utama adalah untuk memperjuangkan pemahaman antara agama
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yang merupakan instrumen penting dalam mencapai keharmonian
sosial.

Kata Kunci: Kajian Muslim terhadap Agama-Agama Lain,
Integrasi Usuludin dan Teknologi Digital, Aplikasi Digital, Pemahaman
Antara Agama, Keterangkuman Sosial.

Introduction

We have entered an era where digital technology is no longer
considered a luxury. In today's context and the foreseeable future, digital
technology has become and will continue to be integral to human life. The
rise of artificial intelligence (AI) has further accelerated the dominance
of technology in our daily lives. In education, countless applications have
been introduced to help achieve learning outcomes. As a result,
smartphones and tablets have become indispensable tools for formal and
informal learning, often replacing textbooks and workbooks.
Undoubtedly, digital technology enhances both guided and independent
learning experiences.

Teaching and learning in this digital age require innovative
approaches and orientations. The world today is vastly different and
more complex than in the past. Technology has transformed the world
into a global village, significantly influencing human values and lifestyles.
Not only has it created a cyber world that fosters human dependency on
virtual means to navigate the real world, but it has also exposed people
to one another to such an extent that living in seclusion is nearly
impossible.

In light of these developments, adopting a more pragmatic
approach to Muslim studies of other religions is indispensable. Keeping
pace with digital technology is therefore essential. While classical works
onreligions remain important, they are often limited to archival data that
may no longer be relevant today. Thus, new research on religions must
utilise the latest tools to ensure that studies are reliable and findings
remain current. In the spirit of innovation, this paper explores the
possibilities of introducing a digital-based application in Muslim studies
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of other religions. Expert opinions in the field have been sought and will
be thoroughly discussed in the following sections. Their insights are
crucial for conceptualising the digital application, a fundamental step
before its development.

Research Methods

This paper is based on the research titled Needs Analysis and
Implementation Guidelines for Digital Applications on Interreligious
Tolerance in Malaysia. The study employs an exploratory design
approach, integrating both library research and fieldwork. Data were
collected from various online and printed sources, including articles,
books, reports, and websites, as well as through interviews with experts.
Participants were selected using purposive non-probability sampling,
and in-depth interviews were conducted using semi-structured
questions. The paper aims to present and analyse some of the findings
from these interviews, which primarily involved Muslim academics and
religious activists. Finally, the research data were analysed using
thematic, comparative, and contextual analysis methods

Muslim Studies of Other Religions and Their Traditional

Methods

Within the intellectual tradition of Islam, studies of religions were
developed as a sub-discipline of Usuluddin. It evolved through the
intellectual endeavours of Muslim theologians, who strived to prove the
truth of Islam, to defend Islam against false accusations, to rectify the
right teaching of Islam and to challenge the truth of other religions 1.
Learning  Usuluddin and its sub-disciplines—ranging from
epistemologies, logics, metaphysics, cosmology, eschatology, axiology,
and studies of religions - becomes more challenging with the advent of
digital-based learning. Nevertheless, Usuluddin has survived throughout
human history thanks to the wisdom of its proponents.

Different methods and approaches were introduced by its
champions. For example, while Ibn Hazm, al-Ghazali, Ibn Taymiyyah, and
Abu 'Isa Al-Warraq used dialectical approaches to Christianity and the

1 Haslina Ibrahim, “In Defence of Religious Truth: The Crisis of Intellectual Veracity in
the Study of Religion,” in Kalam And Its Relevance In Muslim Scholarship Of Religion:
An Integrated Approach, ed. Haslina Ibrahim (Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia: [IUM Press,
2023).



279 Haslina Ibrahim, Aemy Elyani Mat Zain, Safinah Ismail,
Nazneen Ismail, Nur Aisyah Abu Hassan, Fatin Farzana
Dass Meral

Bible. Shahrastani is known for his descriptive and encyclopaedic
treatments of religions 2. Al-Biruni's discourse however stands out as he
adopted an empirical and phenomenological approach in studying
Brahminism. Other important approaches, such as the historical
methods, were employed by historians like Al-Mas'udi, Al-Tabari and Al-
Ya'qubi. At the brink of the 20th century, Ismail Ragi al-Faruqi revived the
discourse with his notable work, Christian Ethics: A Historical and
Systematic Analysis of Its Dominant Ideas, sparking new interest among
contemporary Muslim scholars in the studies of religions 3.

Despite the growing interest, there have been dilemmas regarding
the choice of appropriate approaches and methodologies. Modern
Orientalists, such as Jacques Waardenburg, have been critical of Muslim
scholars' work in the study of religions. Waardenburg regarded Muslim
theologians' work as biased and prejudicial toward religions other than
Islam. Specifically, he doubted whether Islamic theology, or more
precisely Usuluddin, could adopt a neutral and objective study of
religions.* Waardenburg's lack of appreciation for Usuluddin is
understandable given his secular orientation in modern study of
religions. The secular trend began with Friedrich Max Miiller, who
introduced Comparative Religion, followed by other schools that adopted
reductionist approaches to the study of religions.>

The situation is different in the Muslim scholarship of religions.
The study has its roots in Usuluddin and thrived under the Kalam
discourse. Even Ismail Ragi al-Faruqi who is often cited as a modernist
Muslim scholar, showed some influence of theological approaches,
despite his criticism of the theological methods for the allegedly inherent
prejudice against other religions. When he introduced 'meta-religion
principles' in his studies of Christianity, he emphasised that they are
universal principles of judgment that are necessary and needed in the

2 Bruce B. Lawrence and Muhammad ibn Abd al-Karim Shahrastani, Shahrastant on the
Indian Religions, Religion and Society ; 4 (The Hague: Mouton, 1976).

3 Isma’il Ragi Al-Faruqi, Christian Ethics: A Historical and Systematic Analysis of Its
Dominant Ideas (Montreal, Canada: McGill University Press, 1967).

4Jacques Waardenburg, Muslim Perceptions of Other Religions: A Historical Survey
(New York: Oxford University Press, 1999).

5 Ibrahim, “In Defence of Religious Truth: The Crisis of Intellectual Veracity in the
Study of Religion.”



Enhancing Muslim Studies of Other Religions Through 280
Digital Technologies

studies of religions. He argued that modern approaches have misguided
the discipline by claiming that judgments are unnecessary for
objectivity’s sake.6

While al-Faruqi agreed that suspension of judgment is necessary
when gathering data on religions, he emphasised that the suspension
should be temporary. Al-Faruqi developed meta-religion principles as
guidelines for judgment, so researchers can conclude their studies on
religions. He argued that religious facts are not static like those in natural
science. Religious facts are dynamic, consisting of meanings and values
that must be lived to be fully appreciated. That is why making judgments
is essential to understand and live by the meanings embedded in
religious facts 7.

Despite the differences in objectives, methods, and approaches
between the traditional Muslim methods and Western secular methods,
studies of other religions continue to be taught and learned according to
their distinctive methodologies. Within the Muslim scholarship, studies
of other religions fall under theological studies, while in the West, it has
established itself as an independent discipline known as religious
studies. This disparity highlights the gap between the two areas of
scholarship and influences the development of the digital application,
which is the central focus of this article. We anticipate that developing
the digital application within the framework of Muslim scholarship is
more complex than under modern scholarship. This is because the
former is normatively oriented, while the latter is non-normatively
oriented. The former scholarship is more concerned with questions of
religious truth compared to the latter. The challenge lies in determining
to what extent the digital application can reconcile educating the
public—by raising awareness of other beliefs— without levelling all
religions.

6 Al-Faruqi, Christian Ethics: A Historical and Systematic Analysis of Its Dominant Ideas.
7 Ismail Raji Al Faruqji, “Meta-Religion: Towards A Critical World Theology,” American
Journal of Islam and Society 3, no. 1 (September 1, 1986): 13-57,
https://doi.org/10.35632/ajis.v3i1.2902.
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Digital Transformation and Muslim Studies of Other

Religions

Studies of religions within the context of Usuluddin brings us to
another central issue of this paper: integrating the study with innovative
digital methodologies. Is this possible and feasible? Is there a need for
such integration? Does Usuluddin possess the flexibility to adopt an
inclusive approach to religion? Could digital transformation serve as the
ideal starting point for Usuluddin to assume a more dynamic role in
fostering interreligious understanding and relationship in today's
context?

To answer these questions, several interviews were conducted with
Muslim experts in the field. Five of them are senior academics in the
study of religions, while another four are interreligious activists. We
discovered that eight out of the nine respondents agreed that a digital
application should be introduced. One respondent who is an
interreligious activist declined the idea. He believed that there are other
better means to inculcate the right values and behaviour when
interacting with people from different religions, such as using animation
series, short videos and comics. Three respondents commented that the
digital application is more strategic because people today do not have the
habit of reading. Another four respondents believe that studies of
religions must keep abreast of technology, and we must capitalise on it to
educate people about religions other than their own. Additionally, most
of the respondents view that since everyone has a smartphone, it is a
more practical way of educating the public rather than asking them to
learn about other religions via formal means. One respondent claimed
that young people are ignorant about the dos and don'ts in the different
religions because they were not exposed to them in schools and
universities. The respondents also commended that the digital
application should promote the truth, beauty, and tolerance of Islam,
while another respondent said the application should be able to measure
one's level of tolerance.

To gain a broader perspective on the potential features, we asked the
respondents to propose a suitable menu to be included in the digital
application. Most respondents suggested incorporating quizzes and
games that promote tolerance, with varying difficulty levels and
explanations of the lessons at the end of each session. Two respondents
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proposed using animation, believing it would be more engaging for users.
Nearly all respondents agreed that the application should include short
videos promoting positive values crucial for interreligious relations. Two
respondents mentioned the potential for an interactive chat box, though
one noted its effectiveness would depend on the administrator's prompt
and accurate responses. One respondent emphasised that the application
should be Da’‘wah-oriented and based on Qur’anic exegetical works.

However, none of the respondents mentioned the use of artificial
intelligence (Al) in the digital application despite its prominence today.
In fact, Al's integration into educational digital applications can further
enhance the learning experience by making it more personalised and
engaging 8. Rico C. Jacoba highlighted that Al’s ability to bridge linguistic
and cultural divides makes it a powerful enabler of cross-cultural
communication and interreligious cooperation °. He emphasised that Al
has the potential to foster interreligious harmony. It can promote
collaboration among diverse faith groups by connecting them based on
shared objectives and interests. Additionally, Al can ensure that religious
texts and resources are accessible to everyone, including those with
disabilities. Moreover, Al can be used to engage various faiths in ethical
discussions about the responsible use of technology and the moral
implications of Al's advancement within religious contexts10.

Additionally, the respondents generally concurred that the
application should aim to educate the public rather than being confined
to formal education or academic purposes alone. Though the idea is
good, this broadens the scope and adds complexity to the digital
application. Hence, the application will need to consider its potential
users, their preferences, and the expected user experience. Nevertheless,
based on the interviews, it can be concluded that the idea of introducing
a digital application to educate people about other religions and promote
tolerance has been well-received by the experts.

8 Alexandara Harry, “Role of Al in Education,” Interdiciplinary Journal and Hummanity
(INJURITY) 2, no. 3 (March 24, 2023): 260-68,
https://doi.org/10.58631/injurity.v2i3.52.

9 Rico C. Jacoba, “Exploring the Role of Artificial Intelligence in Interreligious
Discourse,” Religion and Social Communication 21, no. 2 (December 31, 2023): 375-
400, https://doi.org/10.62461/RCj100323.

10 Jacoba.
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Improving Inter-Religious Understanding Through Digital

Applications

Digital technologies are expected to dominate human lifestyles in
the years to come. Increasingly, various digital applications are becoming
available, offering a range of services including mapping, banking,
education, taxation, and healthcare. While this may pose challenges for
senior citizens and others who cannot afford smartphones or internet
access, the use of digital technologies has become indispensable at this
point. The use of technology in education not only improves students’
adaptability but, most importantly, it provides support and empowers
teachers 11,

Digital technologies have expanded learning opportunities beyond
conventional methods. Currently, many courses that do not require
hands-on or technical experience offer certification and degree programs
through digital platforms. Indeed, some individuals choose to engage
with digital platforms either to utilise their leisure time productively or
to deepen their understanding. In this context, developing a digital
application to educate individuals about world religions should also be
considered. Therefore, Usuluddin, and studies of religions as its sub-
discipline, must also transcend the traditional classroom-based learning.
Adopting pragmatic and practical approaches is essential to enhance the
relevance and dynamism of Usuluddin and Muslim scholarship of
religions in the contemporary era. As a matter of fact, Usuluddin provides
the foundation and the framework for Muslims’ scholarship of religions.
On the contrary, the absence of theology in modern religious scholarship
makes it susceptible to diverse approaches and methods that not only
add to its complexities but also render it meaningless for people of faith.

Diana L. Eck, a Professor of Comparative Religion and Indian Studies
at Harvard University, has exemplified how studies of religions can

11 Miguel A. Cardona, Roberto J. Rodriguez, and Kristina Ishmael, “Artificial
Intelligence and Future of Teaching and Learning: Insights and Recommendations”
(Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education, Office of Educational Technology,
2023), https://tech.ed.gov.
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transcend the traditional classroom setting.1? In 1991, she initiated the
Pluralism Project, which explores the American pluralistic society and
promotes interreligious dialogue and engagement. In 1996, she launched
the Pluralism Project website, which became a major tool for outreach
and education. This website was named "Best of the Web" in the
Spirituality category at the 7th Annual Webby Awards and remains active
today. The Pluralism Project also produced various media, including
films and documentaries, to facilitate engaged learning about religious
diversity and interfaith relations. The project has also successfully
published an award-winning CD-ROM titled, On Common Ground: World
Religions in America.’3 Eck is determined to translate her philosophy of
religious pluralism through Comparative Religion by promoting
interreligious coexistence within America's secular and pluralistic
society. Despite the novel methods and approaches, her philosophy of
religious pluralism was highly debated by Muslim scholars. This is
because she believes that studies of religion should avoid judging
religious truth, as America is a melting pot. She wishes to do away with
exclusivism, so it upholds the American national motto e pluribus unum:
“out of many, one.”14

Today, many faith-based communities utilise technology to access
religious resources such as exegetical interpretations of religious texts,
moral and spiritual guidance, doctrinal and legal advice. These
communities also network with each other through digital technologies.
The intersection of faith and digital innovation increases intra and
interconnectivity among people of the same faith and those of different
faiths, facilitating dialogue among them. Julian Bond, the former Director
of the Christian Muslim Forum (2006 to 2015), is a proponent of online
interfaith dialogue. He acknowledges the challenges ahead but believes

12 D. L. Eck, “Prospects for Pluralism: Voice and Vision in the Study of Religion,”
Journal of the American Academy of Religion 75, no. 4 (October 17, 2007): 743-76,
https://doi.org/10.1093 /jaarel /1fm061.

13 Diana L. Eck, On Common Ground: World Religions in America, 2nd ed (New York,
NY: Columbia University Press, 2002).

14 Diana L. Eck, “A New Religious America: Managing Religious Diversity in a
Democracy: Challenges and Prospects for the 21st Century”

(MAAS International Conference on Religious Pluralism in Democratic Societies,
Kuala Lumpur, 2002), https://www.pcc.edu/illumination/wp-
content/uploads/sites/54/2018/05/article-a-new-religious-america..pdf.
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that if religious believers are willing to admit their own ignorance and
engage positively, there is great potential for mutual understanding.1>

There is an interesting research finding regarding the use of
digital means among young people in Barcelona to engage in online
interreligious dialogue. The researcher noted that 65% of respondents
were believers, yet many of them lacked knowledge of their own religion.
Some immigrant respondents used digital means to preserve their
identity and culture. He also found that they used digital means to
enhance individual religious practices, making them more comfortable
with online correspondence with someone of the same religious
background. Only 20% of respondents used digital platforms to learn
about their own or other religions, even though a few asserted that
digital tools are a way to learn about other religions.1® This raises the
question of how to build bridges that can connect different religious
online communities.

Promoting a More Inclusive Understanding of Diverse
Religious Perspectives

The intersection between religion and digital technologies has
given rise to the field known as digital religion studies. It was first
discussed by Stephen O’Leary in Cyberspa.ce as Sacred Space:
Communicating Religions on Computer Networks.17 The publication of
Religion and Cyberspace discussed how religious experience is generated
and enacted online.l® Later, there was an article that recognised the
embeddedness of internet in everyday life and its impact on physical life
leading to the publication of Considering Critical Methods and Theoretical

15 Julian Bond and Alice Sandham, “Can Interfaith Dialogue Happen Online?,” Can
Interfaith Dialogue Happen Online? (blog), May 29, 2017,
https://www.woolf.cam.ac.uk/blog/can-interfaith-dialogue-happen-online.

16 Miriam Diez Bosch, Josep Lluis Mic6 Sanz, and Alba Sabaté Gauxachs, “Typing My
Religion. Digital Use of Religious Webs and Apps by Adolescents and Youth for
Religious and Interreligious Dialogue,” Church, Communication and Culture 2, no. 2
(June 16, 2017): 121-43, https://doi.org/10.1080/23753234.2017.1347800.

17 Stephen D. O’Leary, “Cyberspace as Sacred Space: Communicating Religion on
Computer Networks,” Journal of the American Academy of Religion 64, no. 4 (1996):
781-808.

18 Morten T. Hgjsgaard and Margit Warburg, eds., Religion and Cyberspace, 1st ed (New
York: Routledge, Taylor & Francis Group, 2005).



Enhancing Muslim Studies of Other Religions Through 286
Digital Technologies

Lenses in Digital Religious Studies which further examine the connection
between the cyber and physical realms.1?

Heidi A Campbell defines digital religion studies as “a framework
for articulating and investigating the evolution of religious practices
online, which are linked to online and offline contexts simultaneously”. In
her opinion, it is an area that investigates the technological and cultural
space that is evoked when we talk about how online and offline religious
spheres have become blended and integrated.2® Campbell emphasised
that the creation of the internet has created new possibilities for
religious discourse.?1

Presently, digital technologies, including websites, social media
platforms, and mobile applications, have been used to communicate
religious teachings to followers. These platforms provide valuable
religious information such as texts, spiritual guidelines, legal injunctions,
and religious etiquette. Since this information is accessible to anyone
with an internet connection, no religion can remain isolated. Technology
has also transformed virtual communities into reality, enabling
individuals to come together and share insights about their respective
religions. Additionally, technology has introduced new methods for
religious education, helping people deepen their knowledge and
understanding of their own religion as well as others. This fosters digital
inclusivity among religious communities, paving the way for improved
interreligious interaction and engagement.

When discussing inclusivity, we are not suggesting that digital
applications should abandon the fundamental objectives of Usuluddin
and studies of religions within the Muslim scholarship. Rather; the use of
digital technologies should aim to invigorate its dynamic and relevant
role in contemporary times. Usuluddin and studies of religions will

19 Mia Lovheim and Heidi A Campbell, “Considering Critical Methods and Theoretical
Lenses in Digital Religion Studies,” New Media & Society 19, no. 1 (January 2017): 5-
14, https://doi.org/10.1177/1461444816649911.

20 Heidi A. Campbell, “The Dynamic Future of Digital Religion Studies,” in Stepping
Back and Looking Ahead: Twelve Years of Studying Religious Contact at the Kdte
Hamburger Kolleg Bochum, vol. 13, Dynamics in the History of Religions (BRILL,
2023),217-36, https://doi.org/10.1163/9789004549319.

21 A. Campbell, 222
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continue to uphold their traditional objectives, though it may require
some updates in their methods and approaches.

By inclusivity, we mean social inclusion rather than theological
inclusivism or religious pluralism. Abdullah Saeed defines theological
inclusivism as positive attitudes towards other religions, and that all
religions are valid, and salvation is possible for non-Muslims.22 This
definition, however, overlapped with the meaning of religious pluralism
that regards many religions are different paths to the same ultimate
truth. Saeed, therefore, prefers social inclusivism as it espouses the belief
that all humans possess dignity, all people are equal, and discrimination
is wrong. A more practical definition of social inclusion refers to the
situation whereby all individuals in society have equal opportunities to
participate fully in various aspects of life, have access to quality
education, social rights, cultural activities, economic growth, and
political engagement.23 Another definition regards social inclusion as
processes, structures and policies instituted by a society to promote a
sustainable social cohesion.24 Saeed offers a Muslim perspective of social
inclusion as “upholding the idea of living harmoniously with people of
other religions while maintaining Islamic beliefs without diluting it 25.”

Saeed presented his understanding of selected Qur'anic principles
from an inclusivist perspective. He argued that while the Qur'an is critical
of the belief systems of other religions, it nonetheless offers inclusive
approaches toward their existence. He enumerated the inclusive
principles along with corresponding verses;

i. A merciful and just God created humanity from one soul (nafs)
(39:6).

22 Abdullah Saeed, “Inclusivism and Exclusivism among Muslims Today between
Theological and Social Dimensions” (S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies,
2020).

23 Patricia Denkewicz, “Social Inclusion and Social Exclusion: A Necessary Conceptual
Discussion,” in Multidisciplinary Perspectives: Integrating Knowledge, 1st ed. (Seven
Editora, 2024), https://doi.org/10.56238/sevened2024.007-069.

24 Gary Bouma, “Religious Diversity and the Challenge of Social Inclusion,” Social
Inclusion 4, no. 2 (April 19, 2016): 1-2, https://doi.org/10.17645/si.v4i2.631.

25 Saeed, “Inclusivism and Exclusivism among Muslims Today between Theological
and Social Dimensions.”
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God guided human beings through a series of prophets sent to
all corners of the world with the same basic message, albeit
applied with different rituals and rules (shir‘a and minhaj)
(5:48).

Muslims are expected to believe in all prophets and all
scriptures, and all prophets taught the same essential message
or followed the same way (din) (42:13).

Muslims should believe in what was revealed to the Prophet
Muhammad and what was revealed to other prophets before
him (2:4).

. The Qur’an advises Muslims not to speak negatively about

other religions including to the idols (6:108).

The Qur’an invites into dialogue with gentle and kind advise,
and Muslims should avoid argument unless it is in a better way
(29:36, 18:125).

Muslims should be fair, just, nice, gentle, kind hearted when
dealing with people (2:178, 3:159, 16:91, 55:60).

Allah is the God of the entire universe and all creations.

All human beings are within the compassion and mercy of
Allah

. All people, regardless of their diversity, are part of one family

(49:13) as they are the children of Adam (17:70).

God’s revealed religion has been based on one key idea
throughout history that they should recognise and submit to
the One God (2:136).

At the basic level, there is truth in many religions (2:62)
Religious differences is part of God’s plan (5:48)

Those who surrender to the One God, believe in Him and the
Last Day, and do good deeds will be saved (5:69).

All human beings can follow the religion of their choices, but
they will have to bear the consequences of their choices. There
is no coercion in matters of faith (109:6).

While Saeed is aware of the existence of Qur'anic verses that have
been used to advocate exclusivism—a position he described as
antagonistic, apprehensive, or negative towards other religions and the

religious

"other"—he was apologetic in noting that such a stance

developed during the early centuries of Islam. In his opinion, exclusivism

was not

a mainstream position and should be open to new



289 Haslina Ibrahim, Aemy Elyani Mat Zain, Safinah Ismail,
Nazneen Ismail, Nur Aisyah Abu Hassan, Fatin Farzana
Dass Meral

interpretations in today's context. As an alternative, Saeed offers his
views on the criteria of social inclusion:

1. All people have the same dignity and are therefore equal.

2. Muslims are required to maintain good social relations with all
people regardless of their religious affiliation.

3. Muslims should respect all people regardless of the choices
they make with regard to religion/belief and should not
denigrate them.

4. Muslims should respect everyone’s right to follow whatever
religion they choose.

Saeed faces difficulties in reconciling what he perceives as the
exclusivist and inclusivist verses of the Qur'an, stemming from his
adherence to the pluralist philosophy of salvation, which categorises
attitudes towards religious others into three groups: exclusivism,
inclusivism, and pluralism. Although he acknowledges that pluralism is a
controversial philosophy in some Muslim countries, he finds himself
entangled in the theological complexities introduced by pluralist
philosophers; exclusivism, inclusivism, and pluralism.

In reality, Islam has long advocated for social inclusion, embracing
diversity and coexistence in various aspects of life, such as gender, race,
ethnicity, language, skin color, and social class. Therefore, it is important
to emphasise that the creation of digital applications on religions aims
not at theological inclusion, but rather at social inclusion. This approach
aligns with the ideals and realities of existence from the perspective of
I[slam.

To detail the potential topics related to social inclusion, we sought the
views of several experts in Muslim studies of religions. We categorised
their inputs into four major topics: concepts, doctrines, issues, and
stories and cases. Based on their responses, we also identified subtopics
for each category, which, in our opinion, can be further expanded beyond
the experts' inputs.
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1. Concepts equality, welfare, environment,
environment/nature, animals, the dignity of man,
vicegerency, tolerance and importance, muhibah,
interreligious dialogue, freedom of religion,
justice, respectfulness, commonalities, lifestyle,
the beauty of Islam, peace, sustainability,
leadership, cooperation, unity in diversity, values,
the beauty of Islam, ethics, amar ma’ruf nahi
munkar, plurality, creation

2. Doctrines Religious fundamentals and practices, god,
prophets, do’s and don'ts, sacred books, prayers,
syariah/laws, aqidah/belief systems, religious
ethics, religious festivals

3. Issues Kalimah Allah, halal issues, festival greetings, visit
to houses of worship, dos and don’ts related to
culture and traditions, reversion/conversion,

4. Stories/histori | Inspirational stories living in pluralistic societies,
es/cases reversion to Islam, and religious icons.

Traditionally, Usuluddin encompasses discussions on divinity,
revelation, angels, prophets, good and bad, and eschatology. Studies of
religions in Muslim scholarship have explored these topics using
comparative approaches with specific methods: polemical and
apologetical, encyclopaedic, historical, textual criticism, and empirical.
These are approaches and methods relevant to academia but may be too
specialised for public consumption. Therefore, it is suggested that digital
application can be customised based on the four topics derived from the
experts’ views to suit the needs of the targeted audience and to promote
interreligious understanding and societal harmony. Altogether, the four
topics underscore both the universal and specific aspects of religions,
dispelling the myth that all religions are the same.
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Integrating Traditional Religious Studies with Digital

Application

The question of whether contemporary approaches to religious
studies need revitalisation has been addressed by Muslim scholars in the
field. Ismail Ragi al-Faruqi sparked this conversation in his article Meta
Religion: Towards a World Theology.?® He criticised the existing
methodologies in the studies of religions, including the polemical
methods of the traditionalist school, the secular reductionist methods of
the modernist school, and the transcendental methods of the spiritualist
school. While he acknowledged some merits in the phenomenological
method, he critiqued it for avoiding judgment. Consequently, he
proposed meta-religion principles as alternatives to counter the
shortcomings of the phenomenological approach.

Another scholar critical of the traditional approaches in Islamic
intellectual discourse is Abdulkader Tayob, who explored the emergence
of critical discourse that has developed in Arabic since 1967 27. However,
at that point, he was more interested in the critical discourse of Islam
rather than the discourse of the Islamists. In 2013, he published an
article titled Al Faruqi between the History of Religions and Islamic
Theology. He acknowledges al-Faruqi’s general approach using a new
distinctive foundation proposed for Islamic theology?® He also
appreciated al-Farugqi’s axiological approaches but criticised that these
approaches have failed to consider historical change and contingency,
which are also responsible for changing religious traditions.

Mouhanad Khorchide and Ufuk Topkara challenged that Islamic
theology should not be restricted and isolated from the rest of the world.
Since Muslims have been exposed to many experiences, cultures and
theologies, learning from other cultures is necessary and enriching for
enhancing Muslims’ understanding of Islam. They proposed that Islamic
theology to participate in modern comparative theology discourse. In

26 Al Farugqi, “Meta-Religion.”

27 Abdulkader Tayob, “The Study of Religion and Social Crises: Arab-Islamic Discourse
in Late Twentieth Century,” in Regional, Critical, and Historical Approaches, ed. Peter
Antes, Armin W. Geertz, and Randi R. Warne (Walter de Gruyter, 2004), 101-26,
https://doi.org/10.1515/9783110211702.1.101.

28 Abdulkader Tayob, “Al-Faruqi between the History of Religions and Islamic
Theology,” no. 60 (2013): 230-50.
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this way, Islamic theology will go beyond challenging other faiths, and it
will be able to create new means of understanding the other.2°

The above are some examples illustrating the dynamics of studies of
religions under Muslim scholarship. Although the calls for revitalisation
focused more on approaches and methods, our proposal to integrate
digital applications into the studies also aims to enhance their dynamism.
Digital application represents the latest technology that could serve as a
tool to facilitate Muslim studies of other religions in the current context.
While the incorporation of digital applications into Muslim studies of
religions is still a novel concept and has yet to be widely debated, it is
important to conceptualise this digital application before its creation.
The digital application should be integrated with an appropriate
framework, clear objectives, and a well-defined orientation. Recognising
the role of Usuluddin in shaping Muslims’ studies of other religions, we
should develop the digital application under a similar framework and set
of objectives. By embarking on this integration, we aim to highlight the
dynamic roles of Usuluddin, rescuing it from intellectual stagnation and
preparing it for the complex future.

Conclusion

The initiative to embark on research aimed at developing a digital
application for Muslim studies of other religions stems from our
recognition of Islam and its teachings in promoting tolerance and
peaceful coexistence in a pluralistic society. We have established our
position that Muslim studies of other religions have their roots in
Usuluddin and should continue the discourse under its umbrella.
However, we also agree that Muslim studies of other religions need to be
revitalised to uphold their relevance in today's context, thus
appropriating the dynamic roles of Usuluddin.

To explore the feasibility of its approaches and methods, we
compared the views of prominent scholars who have written on the
needs of revitalisation. We concur that their calls for revitalising the
discipline should be considered to complement our initiative in

29 Mouhanad Khorchide and Ufuk Topkara, “A Contribution to Comparative Theology:
Probing the Depth of Islamic Thought,” Religions 4, no. 1 (January 31, 2013): 67-76,
https://doi.org/10.3390/rel4010067.
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developing the digital application. Additionally, we interviewed nine
experts in the study of religions, seeking their opinions on the need for
the digital application and its potential topics and features. Only one
respondent considered the digital application irrelevant, while the
remaining respondents strongly believed that the application is urgently
needed and would best serve as a medium for enhancing interreligious
understanding, thereby promoting tolerance and coexistence, at least in
the Malaysian context.

The respondents proposed that the digital application should
include games, quizzes, short videos, positive testimonies, and sharing
on the beauty of living together. Four major topics have been identified
from the interviews as entries for the digital application: concepts,
doctrines, issues, stories and histories of religions and religious
coexistence. We acknowledge that these subtopics can be further
enriched and expanded.

If Muslims aspire to actively promote tolerance and peaceful
coexistence using our novel means and approaches, we must lead
intellectually and pragmatically through action-driven research
initiatives. Since the late 20t century, the intersection of religion and
digital technologies has led to the emergence of digital religion studies
within the modern scholarship of religions. Given the rapid pace of
technological advancement and its profound impact on human lifestyles,
as well as our increased exposure to coexistence in a pluralistic society,
it is crucial to initiate strategic efforts that combine our traditional
wisdom with modern technological tools. This helps to ensure that
Muslims will continue to contribute intellectually and play positive roles
in fostering peace and harmony in society.
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Case Study of Pondok Pesantren Modern Al Ikhlash
Students

Motivasi Pelajar dalam Persekitaran Pembelajaran yang Pelbagai:
Kajian Kes Pelajar-pelajar Pondok Pesantren Modern Al Ikhlash

Homam Altabaa® and Nur Mashitah Wahidah binti Anuar**

Abstract

This research investigates the factors influencing student
motivation in diverse language learning environments, specifically
examining their motivation in both classroom and outdoor activities.
This research considers the impact of varied settings on student
motivation in learning the English language. This research adopts a
qualitative approach. Data was collected through observations and focus
group discussions. The data is analysed thematically to identify the key
factors that influences students’ motivation in learning and using the
English language throughout a two-week English Language Immersive
Programme. The findings suggest that diversified settings and
interactive games positively impact student motivation. However, the
study also highlights the importance of skilled teachers who can provide
clear explanations in teaching various aspects of the English language
such as grammar, vocabulary, and writing. Furthermore, the research
acknowledges that mismatches between teaching styles and student
proficiency levels can negatively affect motivation. The study finds that
there is a need for a balanced approach that combines engaging activities
with effective teaching to encourage student motivation and learning
outcomes. Further research could explore specific strategies for
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differentiating instruction and creating supportive learning
environments that can be used in a diversified learning environment.

Keywords: English Language, Language Learning, Motivation,
Diverse, Learning Environments.

Abstrak

Kajian ini meneliti faktor-faktor yang mempengaruhi motivasi
pelajar di dalam persekitaran pembelajaran bahasa yang pelbagai,
khususnya, mengkaji motivasi mereka di dalam kelas dan sewaktu
aktiviti luar. Penyelidikan ini mengambil kira impak kepelbagaian
persekitaran pembelajaran terhadap motivasi pelajar dalam proses
pembelajaran Bahasa Inggeris. Penyelidikan ini menggunakan
pendekatan kualitatif. Data dikumpul melalui pemerhatian dan sesi
perbincangan kumpulan sasar. Data dianalisis secara tematik untuk
mengenal pasti faktor utama yang mempengaruhi motivasi pelajar
dalam mempelajari dan menggunakan Bahasa Inggeris sepanjang
Program Imersif Bahasa Inggeris yang berlangsung selama dua minggu.
Hasil dapat kajian menunjukkan bahawa kepelbagaian persekitaran
pembelajaran dan penggunaan permainan interaktif memberi impak
yang positif kepada motivasi pelajar. Walau bagaimanapun, dapatan
kajian ini juga menekankan kepentingan pemilihan guru yang mahir
serta dapat memberikan penerangan yang jelas dalam pengajaran
aspek-aspek Bahasa Inggeris seperti tatabahasa, kosa kata dan
penulisan. Selain itu, penyelidikan ini turut mendapati bahawa
ketidakpadanan antara gaya pengajaran dan tahap penguasaan bahasa
pelajar boleh memberi impak negatif kepada motivasi pelajar. Kajian ini
mendapati terdapat keperluan untuk mencari pendekatan seimbang
yang menggabungkan aktiviti-aktiviti yang dapat menarik minat pelajar
dengan sesi pengajaran yang berkesan untuk menggalakkan motivasi
pelajar dan mencapai hasil pembelajaran yang baik. Penyelidikan lanjut
boleh meneroka strategi khusus untuk mewujudkan persekitaran
pembelajaran yang menyokong pembelajaran dalam persekitaran
pembelajaran yang pelbagai.

Kata Kunci: Bahasa Inggeris, Pembelajaran Bahasa, Motivasi,
Kepelbagaian Persekitaran.
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Introduction

Motivation plays a crucial role in the process of language learning.
Students’ motivation can be influenced by their learning environment,
and this in turn has an impact on how well they acquire language. This
study aims to investigate the impact of learning environments on
students’ motivation in an immersive language learning programme for
Indonesian high school students. This study suggests that the students
would demonstrate higher levels of motivation during outdoor activities
compared to formal classroom learning. This may lead to improved
language acquisition and greater confidence in using the English
language. This hypothesis is made on the assumption that experiential
learning environments can provide a more engaging learning
environment for the students and, in turn, enhance their motivation and
boost the learning outcomes

By comparing different learning environments, this research
attempts to provide light on the factors that boost and hinder motivation.
This research also aims to suggest the most effective methods that can
enhance language learning outcomes among young learners. Before
diving deeper into the topic, it is essential to know the connection
between language learning, learning environments and motivation

Motivation and Language Learning

Recent literature establishes that motivation and engagement is
vital in the learning process. Researchers such as Anyichie and Butler
explore the impact of culturally responsive teaching (CRT) and self-
regulated learning (SRL) on the enhancement of motivation and
engagement among culturally diverse learners.! This study has found
that engagement and motivation are shaped by the dynamic interaction
between the learner and the learning context, especially by designing the
learning sessions based on what the learners perceive to be interesting
and personally relevant. As this study suggests, designing the learning
environment based on students’ interests, site visits to selected places

1 Aloysius C. Anyichie and Deborah L. Butler, “Examining Culturally Diverse Learners’
Motivation and Engagement Processes as Situated in the Context of a Complex Task,”
Frontiers in Education 8 (February 24, 2023),

https://doi.org/10.3389 /feduc.2023.1041946.
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may contribute to the increase in motivation and engagement among
students. Margareta M. Thomson compiles interdisciplinary research on
student motivation and engagement across different fields of study.2 The
book explores the roles of learners, parents, and teachers in promoting
motivation and engagement. The book also provides innovative
examples of educational programs and inquiry-based learning that
contributes to the design of this research. In addition to this, a gamified
learning environment can foster students’ motivation to succeed in their
studies.? As gamifying students’ learning environment is a way for the
students to experience their learning practically, site visits or outdoor
activities may function as a practical and immersive way for students to
learn language acquisition, thus contributing to the increase in students’
motivation and engagement in language learning.

Learning Environments and Language Learning

The learning environment profoundly impacts language
acquisition, shaping student motivation, engagement, and, ultimately,
learning outcomes.# For Indonesian high school students participating in
a two-week English immersive program at the International Islamic
University Malaysia, the learning environment's influence is even more
pronounced. This section explores key considerations for crafting
effective language learning environments tailored to this specific
context, setting the stage for a later discussion on the learners'
motivation.

Immersion programs present unique opportunities for language
acquisition, providing intensive exposure to the target language and

Z Margareta M. Thomson, Motivation and Engagement in Various Learning
Environments: Interdisciplinary Perspectives (Charlotte, NC: Information Age
Publishing, Incorporated, 2024).

3 Carlos . Hellin et al., “Enhancing Student Motivation and Engagement through a
Gamified Learning Environment,” Sustainability 15, no. 19 (September 24, 2023),
https://doi.org/10.3390/su151914119.

4 Li-Rong Lilly Cheng, “Creating an Optimal Language Learning Environment,”
Communication Disorders Quarterly 30, no. 2 (2008): 69-76,
https://doi.org/10.1177/1525740108325432.
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culture.> Such concentrated exposure has the potential to accelerate
language development and foster a deeper understanding of English,®
and can equip students with sufficient language skills to compete
internationally.” However, the success of an immersive program rests on
carefully designing the learning environment to address the learners'
specific needs and challenges. The environment should -cultivate
autonomy and self-regulation,® while also providing a supportive and
encouraging atmosphere.? This includes fostering a sense of community
and belonging, addressing potential culture shock, and providing
opportunities for meaningful interaction with both native English
speakers and fellow participants.

Therefore, a holistic approach is essential, considering the
interplay between linguistic input, interactive activities, and learner
autonomy. By creating a stimulating and supportive environment that
caters to the unique needs of Indonesian high school students in the [ITUM
immersive program, educators can maximize the program's impact and
prepare students for continued language learning success.10

Motivation among EFL Learners

5 Widya Rizky Pratiwi, “Indonesian Students’ Growth Perception of an English
Immersion Program,” ENGLISH FRANCA : Academic Journal of English Language and
Education 7, no. 1 (2023), https://doi.org/10.29240/ef.v7i1.6594.

6 Widya Rizky Pratiwi, “Indonesian Students’ Growth Perception of an English
Immersion Program,” ENGLISH FRANCA : Academic Journal of English Language and
Education 7, no. 1 (2023), https://doi.org/10.29240/ef.v7i1.6594.

7 Sahiruddin, Esti Junining, and Sigit Prawoto, “The Implementation of English as a
Medium of Instruction in an Indonesian EFL Setting,” Proceedings of the Brawijaya
International Conference on Multidisciplinary Sciences and Technology (BICMST 2020),
2020, https://doi.org/10.2991 /assehr.k.201021.048.

8 Michael Levy, Computer-Assisted Language Learning, Oxford University Press eBooks,
1997, https://doi.org/10.1093/0s0/9780198236320.001.0001.

9 Li-Rong Lilly Cheng, “Creating an Optimal Language Learning Environment,”
Communication Disorders Quarterly 30, no. 2 (2008): 69-76,
https://doi.org/10.1177/1525740108325432.

10 Chengjun Wang, “On Linguistic Environment for Foreign Language Acquisition,”
Asian Culture and History 1, no. 1 (2009), https://doi.org/10.5539/ach.vin1p58.



Student Motivation in Diverse Learning Environments: A Case 302
Study of Pondok Pesantren Modern Al Ikhlash Students

Motivation is a cornerstone of successful English as a Foreign
Language learning, providing the initial impetus for learners and
sustaining the effort required for proficiency.ll Building upon the
understanding of the learning environment's influence, this section
delves into the specific motivational factors at play for Indonesian high
school students participating in the English immersive program at [IUM.

Scholars have shown particular interest in motivation as a key
component of individual differences in learners. Motivation can be
defined as learners' desire or inner strength which pushes them to learn
the language and to experience satisfaction in this process.!? As the
prerequisite for successful English as a second or foreign language
learning, motivation provides learners with the stimuli to start learning
English and a flow of energy to sustain efforts.13> The immersive nature
of the program may present both unique opportunities and challenges to
their motivational levels. The novelty of studying abroad, exposure to a
different cultural environment, and the intensive focus on English
language development can initially boost motivation.

Many students who are not majoring in English may lack the
motivation to learn English.14 They tend to look for strategies to pass
exams and tend to opt out of English courses as soon as possible.15

11 Imam Khasbani, and Didin Nuruddin Hidayat, “Motivating English Language Learners
and Teachers in Indonesia,” Linguists Journal of Linguistics and Language Teaching 6,
no. 2 (2020): 30, https://doi.org/10.29300/ling.v6i2.3684; Yuan Kong, “A Brief
Discussion on Motivation and Ways to Motivate Students in English Language
Learning,” International Education Studies 2, no. 2 (2009),
https://doi.org/10.5539/ies.v2n2p145; Chang Liu, “Motivators for Demotivators
Affecting EFL Learners in Chinese Secondary Vocational School,” English Language
Teaching 13, no. 4 (2020): 41, https://doi.org/10.5539/elt.v13n4p41.

12 Chang Liu, “Motivators for Demotivators Affecting EFL Learners in Chinese
Secondary Vocational School,” English Language Teaching 13, no. 4 (2020): 41,
https://doi.org/10.5539/elt.v13n4p41.

13 Chang Liu, “Motivators for Demotivators Affecting EFL Learners in Chinese
Secondary Vocational School,” English Language Teaching 13, no. 4 (2020): 41,
https://doi.org/10.5539/elt.v13n4p41.

14 Ngoc Lynh Dan Nguyen, Tran Trung Nghia, Pham Hong Thy, and Ha Thi Yen Nhi, “The
Relationship between Students’ Self-Efficacy Beliefs and Their English Language
Achievement,” Journal of English Language Teaching and Applied Linguistics 4, no. 2
(May 28, 2022): 102-12, https://doi.org/10.32996/jeltal.2022.4.2.10.

15 Ngoc Lynh Dan Nguyen, Tran Trung Nghia, Pham Hong Thy, and Ha Thi Yen Nhi, “The
Relationship between Students’ Self-Efficacy Beliefs and Their English Language
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Research has shown that motivation has a great potential to enhance
students' language competence.l® However, the intensity and
unfamiliarity of the program might also lead to feelings of anxiety,
cultural adjustment stress, or a perceived gap between their current
proficiency and the program's demands. It's crucial to consider how
these factors interact with their pre-existing motivations for learning
English.

Therefore, further investigation into the specific motivational
dynamics at play for these Indonesian high school students is essential.
This includes examining their initial motivations for participating in the
program, their perceptions of the learning environment at [IlUM, and the
impact of the immersive experience on their overall motivation to
continue learning English. By understanding these dynamics, educators
can better tailor their support and instruction to maximize the benefits
of the immersive program and foster long-term engagement with the
English language.1”

Theoretical Framework

Motivation is used as the main theoretical framework guiding this
research. This research looks into how motivation impacts students’
experience in language learning. In the context of learning English as a
second or foreign language, motivation provides the students with a
drive or inner strength that guides them in the process of language
learning. Understanding the dynamics of motivation is therefore
important for educators in creating an effective and engaging learning
environment for the students.

Achievement,” Journal of English Language Teaching and Applied Linguistics 4, no. 2
(May 28, 2022): 102-12, https://doi.org/10.32996/jeltal.2022.4.2.10.
16 Ngoc Lynh Dan Nguyen, Tran Trung Nghia, Pham Hong Thy, and Ha Thi Yen Nhi, “The
Relationship between Students’ Self-Efficacy Beliefs and Their English Language
Achievement,” Journal of English Language Teaching and Applied Linguistics 4, no. 2
(May 28, 2022): 102-12, https://doi.org/10.32996 /jeltal.2022.4.2.10.

17 Chunmei, Zhu Ming Long, and Liping Chen, “The Study of Student Motivation on
English Learning in Junior Middle School -- a Case Study of No.5 Middle School in Gejiu,”
English Language Teaching 6, no. 9 (2013), https://doi.org/10.5539/elt.v6n9p136.
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Within the broader framework of motivation, several key
theories offer valuable insights to examine the motivational factors that
are studied in this research. Among the theories that were established in
the discussion of motivation are Expentancy-Value theory, Social
Cognitive theory, Self-Determination theory, Interest theory,
Achievement Goal theory and Attribution theory. All of the theories work
together in a basic motivational model that is based on Heckhausen and
Heckhausen'’s general model of motivation.18

By adopting this framework and its related constructs, this
research seeks to provide a better understanding of the factors
influencing the Indonesian high school students’ motivation and
engagement in the English Language Immersive Programme. The
findings of this research can be used to develop pedagogical strategies
aimed at fostering motivation and interest as well as optimising language
learning outcomes in similar diverse learning environments.

Methodology

This study adopts a qualitative approach, specifically using
observation and Focus Group Discussion as data collection methods. The
qualitative approach is chosen for this research as this method is the
most suitable to record the wide range of experiences of each student
throughout the programme. As for the Focus Group Discussion, the
students were divided into smaller groups to discuss their experience
throughout the programme.

I Participants

The participants of this programme are 16 Indonesian high
school students (12 male, 4 female) from Pondok Pesantren Modern Al-
Ikhlash, who participates in a two-week English Language Immersive
Programme at International Islamic University Malaysia. The students’
age ranges from 15 to 17 years old. According to the Common European
Framework for Languages (CEFR), the average English level of the
students is A2 or pre-intermediate. The students participated in

18 Detlef Urhahne and Lisette Wijnia, “Theories of Motivation in Education: An
Integrative Framework,” Educational Psychology Review 35, no. 45 (2023),
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10648-023-09767-9.
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intensive English courses and workshops as well as outdoor activities
around International Islamic University Malaysia and Kuala Lumpur.

1L

IIL.

Data Collection
a. Observations:

Observation is conducted throughout the period of
the programme in both classroom settings and outdoor
activities. Three facilitators are assigned to observe the
development of students throughout the two-week
programme and how different environments affect their
motivation. The level of student’s participation will be
recorded in terms of their contributions to discussions and
participation in activities.

b. Focus Group Discussion

Semi-structured interview questions are prepared
to facilitate the Focus Group Discussion. The students are
divided into four groups. The discussion explores how
student perceive their motivation in the classroom setting
versus outdoor activities and the factors that enhances or
hinder their motivation in language learning. The
discussion is recorded and transcribed for analysis.

Data Analysis

The data collected from observation notes and Focus Group
Interview recordings are coded and analysed thematically. The main
factors that influence student’s motivation in different learning
environments are determined through a thematic analysis of the data

collected.

Findings and Discussion

This section will discuss the findings related to student
motivation in diverse learning environments, drawing upon both
classroom and outdoor activities.
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a. Factors Influencing Motivation
I- The Role of Diversified Settings

The data indicates a notable trend where students show
heightened motivation to learn English within diversified settings that
encourage interaction with individuals from various -cultural
backgrounds. This suggests that the program's design, which integrates
diverse perspectives and facilitates cross-cultural exchanges, is
effectively stimulating students' interest in language acquisition. By
providing opportunities to engage with peers and instructors from
different nationalities, the learning environment becomes more dynamic
and appealing.

A significant number of students indicated that they enjoy
utilizing English as a means of communication with foreign students and
staff at the International Islamic University Malaysia. This underscores
the importance of real-world application in language learning. When
students perceive English not just as an academic subject, but as a tool
for connecting with others and navigating a globalized world, their
motivation to improve their language skills increases substantially.1?

This observation aligns closely with the concept of integrative
motivation,?? where learners are driven by a genuine desire to connect
with and integrate into a community that speaks the target language. In
this context, students are not merely learning English for instrumental
purposes, such as career advancement or academic achievement, but
also to foster meaningful relationships and broaden their social

19 Iryna Lobachova, “SOME ASPECTS OF FORMING STUDENT POSITIVE MOTIVATION
TO LEARN FOREIGN LANGUAGES,” Iledazoeiuni Hayku Teopis Icmopis IHHO8ayitiHi
TexHos02ii, no. 5(89) (2019): 120-31, https://doi.org/10.24139/2312-
5993/2019.05/120-131.

20 Mohammad Reza Ahmadi, “The Impact of Motivation on Reading Comprehension,”
International Journal of Research in English Education 2, no. 1 (2017): 1-7,
https://doi.org/10.18869/acadpub.ijree.2.1.1.



307 Homam Altabaa and Nur Mashitah Wahidah binti Anuar

horizons. This type of motivation tends to be more sustainable and lead
to deeper engagement with the learning process.21

The program's deliberate exposure to diverse settings and
individuals appears to be a key factor in cultivating integrative
motivation among students.22 By creating opportunities for intercultural
communication and fostering a sense of belonging within a global
community, the program effectively enhances students' desire to
communicate proficiently and confidently with people from diverse
backgrounds.23

Additionally, the female students, who are only 4 students out of
16 students, view that the big gap in number of students from each
gender contributed to a decrease in motivation to engage in classroom
activities. The female students mentioned being more confident and
motivated in outdoor activities where they do not need to be in the same
room as the male students. This is probably due to the fact that the
students are from a religious school that does not encourage mix-gender
activities at school, leading them to feel disarranged in the classroom
setting. However, the male students have no mention of this aspect to be
affecting their motivation. From this observation, it can be said that the
gap in the number of students in each gender is only affecting the
minority group. It is important to note that this experience might be
different to students who are comfortable and used to a mix-gender
setting. Due to this, the background of the students should be taken into
consideration into designing an effective learning experience without
hindering them from exploring language learning in a diversified setting.
Further research could explore the specific elements of these diverse

21 Zhu Quan, “Motivation for a Second or Foreign Language Learning,” SHS Web of
Conferences 6 (2014): 04004, https://doi.org/10.1051/shsconf/20140604004.

22 Tamara Berezina, Yelena Fedorova, Marina Moskalenko, Elionora Khapalazheva, and
Yuliya Timokhina, “Intercultural Adaptation of Students in a Foreign Language and
Multicultural Society of a Metropolis,” SHS Web of Conferences 98 (2021): 02014,
https://doi.org/10.1051/shsconf/20219802014.

23 Maria Mushaathoni, “Exploring Intercultural Communication as a Means to Promote
Inclusivity in Diverse Organisations: A Study in a South African University,” IAFOR
Journal of Education 11, no. 3 (2023): 161-84, https://doi.org/10.22492 /ije.11.3.08.
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settings that contribute most significantly to increased motivation in
language learning.

1I- Preference for Interactive Games and Gamification

Students overwhelmingly demonstrate a preference for
classroom activities that and appropriately and skillfully integrate
interactive games, particularly those designed to foster and encourage
robust communication among peers without distracting students from
the learning objectives or leading to class disarray. Students should focus
on the taughtlesson and not be interested in playing games. Nonetheless,
this positive inclination of students towards class activities strongly
bolsters the pedagogical approach of gamification in education, which
has been shown to be a powerful tool for significantly increasing both
student motivation and their overall engagement in the learning process
(Dichev & Dicheva, 2017; Dicheva et al., 2015).24 The incorporation of
games can transform the learning experience, making it considerably
more enjoyable. Naturally, this cultivates a less intimidating and more
supportive environment where students feel more comfortable
practicing and thus improving their communication skills.

It has been observed that many students find traditional
classroom learning environments to be rather passive, leading to
feelings of being “sleepy” and perceiving the lessons as “boring.”
However, when the educators introduce the alternative of interactive
games into their teaching methodologies, a notable shift occurs. Students
become markedly more involved and attentive during the learning
sessions, and their intrinsic motivation to learn, specifically in subjects
like the English language, experiences a considerable upswing. This
suggests that the playful and engaging nature of games can effectively
counteract the passivity often associated with conventional teaching
methods, thereby unlocking a greater motivation for learning.

24 Christo Dichev, Darina Dicheva, and Keith Irwin, “Gamifying Learning for Learners,”
International Journal of Educational Technology in Higher Education 17, no. 1 (October
7,2020), https://doi.org/10.1186/s41239-020-00231-0.
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Based on classroom observations, students who typically find
themselves below average or struggle with inattentiveness in traditional
classroom settings benefit considerably from the integration of games in
the class. These engaging activities provide a more accessible way to the
materials taught, transforming certain boring or intimidating learning
tasks into enjoyable challenges. This shift in approach can significantly
enhance their involvement and focus during learning sessions, boosting
intrinsic motivation, particularly when it comes to subjects like the
English Language. With time, this can lead to improved achievements of
lesson outcomes by students.

Additionally, proficient students find considerable benefit in a
gamified learning environment. It is true that these students may already
have a strong drive, interactive games can offer them a new way to refine
their language skills. The competitive and collaborative aspects of games
can further boot their motivation and push them to explore materials
more effectively. Gamification specifically provides opportunities for
leadership, peer-to-peer learning, and the application of their existing
skills in new contexts. This can be invaluable for the long-term benefits
gained from attending English classes.

III-  The Importance of Skilled Teachers

While the students express enjoyment in interactive games and
activities, the data reveals that they continue to place significant value on
skilled teachers who can effectively explain fundamental aspects of
language, such as grammar rules, vocabulary nuances, and writing
techniques.2> This highlights a crucial point where the students
appreciate innovative teaching methods, but also recognize the
importance of a solid foundation in language fundamentals, which is
often best provided through direct instruction and expert guidance.

This finding underscores the need for educators to adopt a
balanced approach in their teaching methodologies. Engaging activities,

25 Afief Fakhruddin, and Eka Nurhidayat, “Students’ Perception on Quizziz as Game
Based Learning in Learning Grammar in Writen Discourse,” Wiralodra English Journal
4, no. 2 (2020): 28-38, https://doi.org/10.31943 /wej.v4i2.101.
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like interactive games,2¢ can be highly effective in capturing students'
attention and fostering a positive learning environment. However, these
activities should not come at the expense of clear explanations,
structured lessons, and personalized feedback from teachers. A blended
approach that combines the best of both worlds is likely to be the most
effective in promoting deep and lasting learning.2”

Therefore, the selection and training of teachers become
paramount in creating an effective and motivating learning environment
for students.?8 Educators need to be proficient in not only the subject
matter but also in employing a variety of teaching strategies, including
incorporating technology and gamified elements into their lessons.2?
Moreover, they should possess strong communication and interpersonal
skills to build rapport with students and provide individualized
support.30

In essence, the key to fostering student motivation lies in
establishing a harmonious balance between engaging learning
experiences and expert instruction. Interactive games and activities can
spark interest and enthusiasm, while skilled teachers can provide the
knowledge, guidance, and support necessary for students to achieve
their full potential. By prioritizing both innovation and expertise,

26 Mery Silalahi, “Improving Students’ Interest in Learning English by Using Games,”
International Journal of Theory and Application in Elementary and Secondary School
Education 1, no. 1 (2019): 55-62, https://doi.org/10.31098/ijtaese.v1il.24.

27 Xiaohui Qin, “A Comparative Study of Activity Preferences of Learners and Teachers
in College English Teaching and Its Implications for Curriculum Design,” International
Journal of English Linguistics 2, no. 6 (2012), https://doi.org/10.5539/ijel.vZn6p40.

28 M. Spratt, “How Good Are We at Knowing What Learners Like?,” System 27, no. 2
(1999): 141-55, https://doi.org/10.1016/s0346-251x(99)00013-5.

29 Mohamed Ali Khenissi, Fathi Essalmi, Mohamed Jemni, None Kinshuk, Sabine Graf,
and Nian-Shing Chen. “Relationship between Learning Styles and Genres of Games,”
Computers & Education 101 (2016): 1-14,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.compedu.2016.05.005.

30 Natalia Spiridonova, Nataliia Fersman, and Viktoria Akupova, “Current Trends in the
Development of Interactive Methods in Teaching Foreign Languages,” IOP Conference
Series Materials Science and Engineering 940, no. 1 (2020): 012137,
https://doi.org/10.1088/1757-899x/940/1/012137.
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educational institutions can create learning environments that are both
stimulating and effective.31

IV-  Impact of Teaching Style and Level Mismatch

Some students may experience boredom or feelings of
intimidation due to a mismatch between the teaching style and their
English proficiency level. A mismatch between the teaching level and the
students' actual level can lead to decreased motivation and anxiety
during the learning process.

Expanding the idea of a mismatch between teaching style and
student proficiency, we can see how this dynamic significantly impacts
the learning environment. When students perceive the teaching
approach as either too advanced or too simplistic for their current
understanding, it can trigger a range of negative responses, affecting
their overall engagement and progress. This misalignment can manifest
in various ways, influencing not only their academic performance but
also their emotional well-being within the classroom.

The experience of boredom can arise when the material
presented is far below a student's proficiency level. This can lead to
disengagement, as students may feel that their time is not being used
effectively or that the content lacks intellectual stimulation. On the other
hand, if the teaching level consistently exceeds a student's grasp, it can
lead to feelings of intimidation and inadequacy. These feelings can stem
from a lack of confidence in their ability to keep up with the material or
a fear of being perceived as struggling by their peers and instructors.

A direct consequence of this mismatch is decreased motivation.32
Students who are either bored or intimidated are less likely to actively
participate in class, complete assignments diligently, or pursue further

31 Yasmin Shabaneh, and Mohammed Farrah, “The Effect of Games on Vocabulary
Retention,” Indonesian Journal of Learning and Instruction 2, no. 01 (2019),
https://doi.org/10.25134/ijli.v2i01.1687.

32 Jie Peng, “English Language Teaching Methods: Exploring the Impact of Various
Approaches on Students’ Language Learning Outcomes,” SHS Web of Conferences 187
(2024): 01008, https://doi.org/10.1051/shsconf/202418701008.
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learning opportunities outside of the classroom. This decline in
motivation can create a negative feedback loop, where students become
increasingly disengaged, leading to further academic difficulties and a
diminished sense of self-efficacy.33

Moreover, the anxiety experienced during the learning process
can be particularly detrimental to students' overall well-being. The
pressure to keep up with material that is too advanced can create a
constant state of stress, while the frustration of being held back by
material that is too basic can lead to feelings of resentment and
disinterest.

Additionally, specifically to the case of the English Language
Immersive Programme with Pondok Pesantren Modern Al Ikhlash, the
students are of different grades and English levels, which causes an issue
in determining the best syllabus. The students who participated in this
programme are between 15 to 17 years old, whereby each age group may
possess different levels of English proficiency. In overcoming this issue,
addressing this mismatch through differentiated instruction3# and
personalized learning approaches is therefore crucial for fostering a
positive and motivating learning environment.

Conclusion

In conclusion, this paper has explored the multifaceted nature of
student motivation within diverse learning environments. By examining
both theoretical frameworks and empirical data, we have gained a
deeper understanding of the factors that influence students' intrinsic and
extrinsic drives to learn. The findings highlight the importance of
creating inclusive and engaging educational settings that cater to the
unique needs and backgrounds of all learners.3>

33 Aloysius C. Anyichie and Deborah L. Butler, “Examining Culturally Diverse Learners’
Motivation and Engagement Processes as Situated in the Context of a Complex Task,”
Frontiers in Education 8 (2023), https://doi.org/10.3389/feduc.2023.1041946.

34 Suleyman Celik, “Can Differentiated Instruction Create an Inclusive Classroom with
Diverse Learners in an Elementary School Setting?” Journal of Education and Practice,
February 1, 2019, https://doi.org/10.7176/jep/10-6-05.

35 Aloysius C. Anyichie and Deborah L. Butler, “Examining Culturally Diverse Learners’
Motivation and Engagement Processes as Situated in the Context of a Complex Task,”
Frontiers in Education 8 (2023), https://doi.org/10.3389 /feduc.2023.1041946.
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The research underscores the significance of fostering a sense of
belonging and connection among students, particularly in diverse
classrooms. When students feel valued, respected, and understood, they
are more likely to be motivated to participate actively in the learning
process. This can be achieved through culturally responsive teaching
practices, which acknowledge and celebrate the diverse experiences and
perspectives that students bring to the classroom.3¢

Furthermore, the study emphasizes the need for educators to
adopt flexible and adaptable teaching strategies that accommodate
different learning styles and proficiency levels.3” By differentiating
instruction3® and providing personalized support, teachers can ensure
that all students have the opportunity to succeed and reach their full
potential. Addressing the mismatch between teaching style and student
proficiency is crucial for preventing boredom, intimidation, and
decreased motivation.

Overall, students demonstrate a strong desire to communicate
using the English language, particularly when placed in diversified
settings that allow them to interact with individuals from various
backgrounds. The program's exposure to these settings appears to
increase their motivation to learn English for improved communication.
Even within formal classroom settings, interactive games that foster
communication are favored. However, the importance of skilled teachers
capable of effectively explaining grammar, vocabulary, and writing
should not be underestimated.

Some students may experience boredom or feelings of
intimidation due to a mismatch between the teaching style and their
English proficiency level. This suggests that teachers need to be mindful

36 Aloysius C. Anyichie and Deborah L. Butler, “Examining Culturally Diverse Learners’
Motivation and Engagement Processes as Situated in the Context of a Complex Task,”
Frontiers in Education 8 (2023), https://doi.org/10.3389 /feduc.2023.1041946.

37 Hassan A. El-Sabagh, Adaptive e-learning environment based on learning styles and
its impact on development students' engagement, International Journal of Education
Technology in Higher Education 18, no. 53 (2021), https://doi.org/10.1186/s41239-
021-00289-4

38 Geoff Woolcott, Andrew Marks, and Christos Markopoulos, “Differentiating
Instruction: Development of a Practice Framework for and with Secondary
Mathematics Classroom Teachers,” International Electronic Journal of Mathematics
Education 16, no. 3 (2021), https://doi.org/10.29333/iejme/11198.
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of individual student levels and avoid creating an environment where
students feel overwhelmed or inadequate. Balancing engaging activities
with clear instruction and a supportive learning environment is crucial
for maximizing student motivation and success.

Ultimately, cultivating student motivation in diverse learning
environments requires a holistic and collaborative approach. By creating
a supportive and inclusive classroom culture, implementing culturally
responsive teaching practices, and differentiating instruction to meet
individual needs, educators can empower students to become lifelong
learners who are passionate about pursuing knowledge and achieving
their goals (Yusof et al., 2023).39
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Gibran, The Madman (1918)
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Abstract

This study examines the representation of key Sufi concepts in Khalil
Gibran's first English book, The Madman (1918). The study uses Sufism
as its main theoretical framework and thematic analysis as its
methodology to identify key Sufi concepts that appear recurrently across
the book. Sufi concepts that are found throughout the analysis are
categorised into four main themes that comprise various interrelated
Sufi concepts and represent the most prominent aspects of Sufism
depicted in the works. Based on the analysis, there are four primary
themes that can be identified in the analysed which are madness, Truth
(haqgiqah), the soul (nafs), and purification (tazkiyah). Although the
analysis of the concepts indicates a connection between Gibran’s ideas
and Sufism, this study observes numerous differences between them.
This underscores that Gibran’s philosophy is not a comprehensive
representation of, nor adherence to, Sufism. While many of Gibran's
perspectives align closely with Sufi thought, his works encompass a
broader spectrum of spiritual ideas. This study enhances the
understanding of Gibran'’s spiritual vision, which transcends the confines
of any single religious tradition. Moreover, by analysing the Sufi concepts
in The Madman, the study contributes to a more profound understanding
of Sufism in literature.
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Abstrak

Kajian ini meneliti perlambangan konsep-konsep utama Sufisme dalam
karya Bahasa Inggeris pertama Khalil Gibran, The Madman (1918).
Kajian ini menggunakan Sufisme sebagai kerangka teori dan analisis
tematik sebagai metodologi kajian bagi mengenalpasti konsep-konsep
utama Sufisme yang terdapat dalam karya yang dikaji. Konsep-konsep
Sufisme yang ditemui dalam kajian ini dikategorikan kepada empat tema
utama yang merangkumi pelbagai konsep-konsep Sufisme yang saling
berkait serta mewakili aspek-aspek terpenting dalam Sufisme yang telah
dijumpai di dalam karya yang dikaji. Berdasarkan analisis yang telah
dijalankan, terdapat empat tema utama yang telah dikenalpasti iaitu
ketidakwarasan, Kebenaran (haqiqah), jiwa (nafs), dan penyucian
(tazkiyah). Walaupun kajian ini menunjukkan perhubungan antara idea-
idea Khalil Gibran dengan Sufisme, kajian ini telah memerhatikan
beberapa perbezaan antara keduanya. Hal ini menunjukkan bahawa
falsafah Gibran bukanlah perlambangan menyeluruh bagi Sufisme dan
bukan juga menunjukkan pematuhan tetap bagi prinsip-prinsip Sufisme.
Walaupun sebahagian besar daripada perspektif Gibran selari dengan
prinsip-prinsip Sufisme, karya beliau menunjukkan bahawa falsafahnya
merangkumi skop yang lebih luas daripada segi idea-idea spiritual.
Kajian ini menambahkan lagi pemahaman terhadap pandangan spiritual
Gibran yang melangkaui limitasi satu agama. Tambahan pula, dengan
meneliti konsep-konsep Sufisme dalam karya The Madman, kajian ini
menyumbang kepada pemahaman yang lebih mendalam tentang sastera
Sufi.

Kata Kunci: Khalil Gibran, The Madman, Sufisme, Analisis Tematik,
Ketidakwarasan, Haqiqah, Nafs, Tazkiyah.

Introduction

Khalil Gibran was a painter and poet who was well-known for his
spiritual artworks and writings. He became a figure who intermediates
the values of the East and the West as he experienced living in both
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culturally different places. Gibran managed to produce a wide range of
literary works from different genres, written in Arabic and English. His
works had been translated into various other languages around the
world making his literary works accessible to readers across the globe.
The universality and timelessness of the themes and messages in
Gibran’s works made them highly appreciated and popular among
readers since the first publication of the works up until this day. The
success of his works had made Gibran one of the notable figures of
literature during his time in America. Nevertheless, he was not regarded
as a canon of English literature as many of Western critics view his works
as “simplistic, naive and lacking in substance”.!

Even though Gibran’s writings in Arabic and English addressed
different audiences and social issues of the East and the West, the
mystical aspect of his works has become the main bridge across the two
cultures. Scholars of Gibranian study argue that Gibran’s mystical
understanding has been influenced by various spiritual traditions such
as Christianity, Islam, Hinduism and Baha'’ism. Previous studies have
looked into various aspects of Gibran’s mysticism, including the
influence of Sufism in his works.2 Despite this, there is still a lack of study
that systematically analyses key Sufi concepts in these works. This
research explores the development of Sufi elements such as the concept
of madness, the Truth, the soul, and purification in Gibran’s first English
book, The Madman (1918). The representations of these key concepts
are then studied to determine the extent to which Gibran’s
understanding of the concepts reflects or diverges from the traditional
Sufi teachings by referring to the writings of major Sufi scholars,

1 Shoku Amirani and Stephanie Hegarty, “Kahlil Gibran’s the Prophet: Why Is It so
Loved?,” BBC News, May 12, 2012, https://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-17997163.
2 Homam Altabaa, “Spirituality in Modern Literature: Kahlil Gibran and the Spiritual
Quest,” Al-Shajarah: Journal of the International Institute of Islamic Thought and
Civilization (ISTAC) 22, no. 2 (2017): 215-36; Ghania Arslane, “Modernity and
Prophetic Speech: The Ethical as the Impossible in the Post-Religious Vision Kahlil
Gibran,” Concentric: Literary and Cultural Studies 46, no. 2 (2020): 11-35; Suheil
Bushrui and Joe Jenkins, Kahlil Gibran: Man and Poet, A New Biography (Oxford:
Oneworld, 2008); Vahan Tchaparian, “The Eastern Philosopher and The Westernized
Prophet,” Armenian Folia Anglistika 17, no. 2 (2021),
https://doi.org/10.46991/AFA/2021.17.2.129.
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including Al-Qushayri and Ibn Ata'illah, whose works outline the basic
mystical concepts in Sufism.

Khalil Gibran

Gibran Khalil Gibran (1883-1931) was born on 6th January 1883
in Bisharri, Lebanon, into a family of Maronite Christians. Gibran started
his early education by studying Syriac and Arabic. In 1895, Gibran and
his family immigrated to the United States and settled in Olive Place,
Boston, where Gibran joined a local school and was able to learn English.
As he was growing up in Boston, his talent, specifically his artistic talent,
caught the attention of F. Holland Day (1864-1933), a publisher and
photographer who was also an important figure in the artistic circle of
Boston. His encounter with Gibran had a significant impact on Gibran’s
artistic journey. However, as Gibran grew closer to Day, Gibran'’s family
were concerned about the influence of liberal and Western culture on the
young Gibran. Due to this, in 1898, Gibran’s family decided to send him
back to his homeland to seek a more traditional Arabic education and
learn more about his roots. Gibran studied various Arabic literary works
which influenced his writing.

Gibran’s stay in Beirut was cut short due to the news of the poor
health conditions that had befallen his family. After returning to Boston,
Gibran lost three of his family members; his youngest sister, Sultanah,
his older brother, Boutros and most importantly, his mother, Kamileh.
Gibran and his surviving sister, Marianna, were left in a difficult state to
make ends meet. Gibran started selling his artworks and wrote for Arabic
newspapers in the United States to help with his family’s situation. Due
to his writing, Gibran began to establish his name among immigrant
readers in the United States.

In 1904, Gibran’s reputation as an artist grew when he
participated in an exhibition in Boston. During this exhibition, he met
Mary Haskell (1873-1964) who would become a very important figure
in his life. Haskell became a close friend of Gibran and was continuously
supportive of his artistic and literary journey. Haskell sponsored
Gibran’s travel to France in 1908 where he enrolled in an art school at
the artistic and cultural capital of the world during that time. Gibran
discovered the writing of Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900) whom he
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regarded highly. He also met Auguste Rodin (1840-1917) who
introduced him to the works of William Blake (1757-1827). Rodin,
Nietzsche and Blake had great influence on Gibran’s thinking. Gibran

extended his voyage to England where he was inspired by the artworks
of William Turner (1775-1851).

After visiting France and England, Gibran returned to the United
States. He rented a place in New York and became part of the literary
circle there. He wrote for various Arabic publications at the time. Gibran
was involved in a pioneering literary group in New York, called the Pen
League. In 1918, with the help of Alfred A. Knopf, Gibran published his
first English work, The Madman. In 1923, he published his most well-
known work, The Prophet. Gibran’s reputation as a literary figure
continued to grow as he gained global recognition for The Prophet, the
book which made him “the third-bestselling poet in history - behind
Shakespeare and Lao Tzu”3. After the publication of his masterpiece,
Gibran managed to produce another three written works before his
demise at the age of 48 on 10th April 1931, due to cirrhosis of the liver
and tuberculosis.

The Madman (1918)

The Madman was Gibran'’s first published book in English. It was
published in 1918 by Alfred A. Knopf, who continued to publish Gibran’s
works in English. The Madman is a book of 35 parables, fables and prose
poems that was published at the end of World War 1. Each story in the
book touches on issues related to social and religious life such as
“malevolence, hypocrisy, injustice, conformity, ambition, blindness, and
puritanism”. Gibran expressed the “multiple levels of isolation”# that he
faced throughout his life in this work. Being an artist, immigrant, child of
a broken marriage and a Christian among Muslims back in Lebanon, he
constantly felt alienated from the rest of the people around him. Gibran
made use of the theme of madness and the characters such as the
madman and the hermit, lone figures who were suitable to represent the

3 Gus Mitchell, “Kahlil Gibran: Godfather of the ‘New Age,” JSTOR Daily, September 27,
2023, https://daily.jstor.org/kahlil-gibran-godfather-of-the-new-age/.

4 Bushrui Suheil and Joe Jenkins, Kahlil Gibran, Man and Poet: A New Biography
(Oneworld, 2008), 168-170.
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sense of isolation and alienation that Gibran was trying to portray.
Gibran'’s parables took a similar form to Sufi parables in terms of their
style, characters, and the use of the theme of madness.

Sufism

Sufism is a generic term that has been used to represent the
tradition and institution of Islamic mysticism, esoterism or spirituality.
The term is a translation of the Arabic word, tasawwuf, which potentially
derives from the Arabic word sufiya which means “it was purified”.
Purity is an essential element in Sufism. It is argued that the main goal of
Sufism is “to return man to his original purity, to the state in which he
was not yet separated from the spiritual world”.> The word sufi in Sufism
could derive from the Arabic word suf which means wool. The derivation
of the term Sufism from this word is based on the argument that “the
earliest Sufis were ascetical types known for wearing rough woolen
garments”.® Generally, Sufism involves “strict observances of religious
obligations” as well as renunciation of the temptations of the world.”
Tasawwuf aims for a spiritual life that deepens man’s connection with
God by purifying the heart (tazkiyah).

Gibran’s spirituality is evident in many of his writings. Scholars
suggest that Khalil Gibran’s spirituality is partly influenced by Islamic
mysticism or Sufism.8 Gibran as an Arab from Lebanon was not only
exposed to Christianity but was also exposed to Islam.? Gibran as a
Christian was “re-visioning Christianity in the light of Islamic (Sufi)

5 Eric Geoffroy, Introduction to Sufism: The Inner Path of Islam (World Wisdom, 2010),
4.

6 John Renard, Historical Dictionary of Sufism (The Scarecrow Press, Inc, 2005), 229.

7 Fethullah M. Giilen, Emerald Hills of the Heart: Key Concepts in the Practice of Sufism
(Kaynak (Izmir) A.S, 2000), 2.

8 Ghania Arslane, “Modernity and Prophetic Speech: The Ethical as the Impossible in
the Post-Religious Vision Kahlil Gibran,” Concentric: Literary and Cultural Studies 46,
no. 2 (2020): 11-35; Randa Cobin, ‘Al-Naz’ah ‘Al-Ruhiah fi ‘Adab Jubran wa Na’imi
(Beirut: Dar 'Al-Fikir ‘Al-Lubnani, 1993); Vahan Tchaparian, “The Eastern Philosopher
and The Westernized Prophet,” Armenian Folia Anglistika 17, no. 2 (2021),
https://doi.org/10.46991/AFA/2021.17.2.129.

9 Suheil Bushrui and Joe Jenkins, Kahlil Gibran: Man and Poet, A New Biography
(Oxford: Oneworld, 2008), 29.
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mysticism”.10 By doing so, Gibran, as a poet who experienced living in
both the East and the West, attempted to reconcile the two parts of the
world spiritually and materially.1! He acted as a “prophet” who brought
Western values to the East and Eastern spirituality to the West. Bushrui
and Jenkins further discusses the connection between Gibran and Sufism
by suggesting that “his aphorisms, parables, and allegories closely
resemble Sufi wisdom”.12 [n addition to that, Gibran also expressed his
admiration to Sufism through his short essays about the great Sufi
figures, Ibn al-Farid, al-Ghazali, and Ibn Sina in his Arabic book, al- Awasif
(The Tempest). Gibran claims that these three Sufi figures are “nearer his
own “spiritual inclination” than any other”.13 The influence of Sufism on
Gibran was noted by several researchers and can be seen in many of his
writings. In the context of this study, four main key concepts of Sufism
are studied. The concepts are madness, the Truth (hagigah), the soul
(nafs), and purification (tazkiyah). Generally, the concept of madness
concerns the representation of the experience of being a madman. The
concept of Truth refers to the state where a person earns the ultimate
Truth or Reality in life related to the knowledge of God that can only be
attained by those who reach haqiqah. The concept of the soul refers to
the inner aspect of life or the essence of a being while the concept of
purification refers to the physical aspect of life that concerns practices or
behaviours that can lead a person to become closer to the Divine.

Thematic Analysis

In order to determine the main Sufi concepts that are represented
in The Madman, this study employs thematic analysis as its main
methodology. Thematic analysis is a qualitative research method used
for “identifying, analyzing, organizing, describing, and reporting themes
found within a data set” covering “a range of epistemologies and
research questions”.1* This method is designed to transparently and

10 Suheil Bushrui and Joe Jenkins, Kahlil Gibran: Man and Poet, A New Biography
(Oxford: Oneworld, 2008), vii.

11 ]bid, 2.

12 Tbid, 15.

13 ]bid, 15.

14 Lorelli S. Nowell, Jill M. Norris, Deborah E. White, and Nancy J. Moules, “Thematic
Analysis: Striving to Meet the Trustworthiness Criteria,” International Journal of
Qualitative Methods 16 (2017), 2.
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credibly “identify and examine themes from textual data” and develop
codes to represent the identified themes. Olsen suggests that “theme is
of the essence of literature” and “thematic concepts are constitutive of
literary appreciation”.1> Therefore, applying thematic analysis in the
study of literature may help in identifying the significance of certain
literary elements in the understanding and appreciation of a literary
work as a whole. Braun and Clarke provide a guideline for conducting
thematic analysis.1® This guideline can be applied to the study of literary
texts. Firstly, researchers should be familiar with the selected text of
their study. The process of familiarisation can be done by re-reading the
selected materials and taking notes of ideas regarding the texts.
Researchers may document their thoughts which includes their “initial
analysis thoughts, interpretations and questions” when going through
the selected literary texts. The documentation of the researchers’
thoughts marks the beginning of the data analysis process.l” The next
step that should be taken by researchers is to generate codes for the
selected texts. The codes generated from the selected texts of the study
become the building ground in the search for the themes of the texts. The
themes must be refined by “generating clear definitions and names for
each theme”.18 The final step of thematic analysis is the production of a
report which involves presenting a “selection of vivid, compelling extract
examples” and relating the analysis to the research questions.!® The
examples must be taken from the selected literary texts to support the
arguments made in the study. In regard to this study, Sufi concepts that
are found in each story and poem are used as codes for the analysis. The
codes are then categorised into several themes that emcompass various
interrelated Sufi concepts. Based on the analysis, the concepts of each
story and poem can be categorised under four main themes which are
madness, the Truth, the soul and purification.

15 Stein Haugom Olsen, “Thematic Concepts: Where Philosophy Meets Literature,”
Royal Institute of Philosophy Lecture Series 16 (1983), 78-83.

16 Virginia Braun and Victoria Clarke, “Using Thematic Analysis in Psychology,”
Qualitative Research in Psychology 3, no. 2 (2006).

17 Nowell et al., 2017.

18 Virginia Braun and Victoria Clarke, “Using Thematic Analysis in Psychology,”
Qualitative Research in Psychology 3, no. 2 (2006), 87.

19 Tbid.
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Madness and The Madman (Majnun)

A madman is a famous literary symbol that can be seen in various
works of literature that include Christian and Islamic literature. Madness
can be perceived in many ways, in which, some definitions may associate
madness with disturbances of the mind that requires treating while
some other definitions associate madness with excessive love that
causes a person’s wisdom to be hidden from the eyes of the public.
Throughout the book, a madman is depicted as a “holy fool” who is often
portrayed in Persian and Turkish poems as “a symbol of the mystic and
his all-consuming love of God”.20 The character of a madman is often
described as someone who is revealed to the Divine Truth and possesses
the experience and knowledge that the others around him do not
possess. Due to this, society views the madman as a fool or majnun
because they are not able to understand the madman’s thinking and
perception. In addition to this, madness is also portrayed in scriptures
such as the Bible and the Quran. For instance, the prophets in Islam such
as Prophet Nuh and Prophet Muhammad are accused of being madmen
due to their preaching and not following the lifestyles of the society
during their time. Reflecting on this fact, the theme of madness and the
character of a madman is a very familiar element in mystical literature
including Sufism.

The first prose poem of the book, “How I Became a Madman”,
features the character of a madman who is telling others how he loses
his masks and becomes a madman. The man wakes up from deep sleep
and finds his masks stolen. He runs through the crowded street, shouting
that his masks are stolen. Some people laugh at him while some fear him.
When he reaches the market place, a youth shouts “He is a madman”.
When the speaker looks up, he finds his naked face kissed by the sun for
the first time and no longer feels the need for his masks. When the
madman loses his masks, he is depicted as being feared and laughed at
by society. This depiction captures the theme of alienation which is the
central theme of the entire book. The madman becomes no longer veiled
from the sun once he loses his masks. The sun can be perceived as a

20 Michael W. Dols, Majniin: The Madman in Medieval Islamic Society (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 1992), 12.
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symbol of the Divine, another familiar symbol in mysticism. This
portrayal can be viewed as a representation that the madman is revealed
to the Divine Truth, leading him to possess the kind of knowledge that
not everyone has. Gibran’s description of the madman in this poem is
similar to how Sufism describes the theme of madness and the character
of a madman. Similar to Gibran’s depiction, Sufi literature often portrays
the character of a madman to depict someone who has an exclusive view
of the Divine Truth. The experience of having this exclusive knowledge
causes the person to be viewed as strange from the rest of the society,
thus leading to the experience of alienation. Gibran’s choice of using the
character of a madman as a central character throughout the book is a
great choice to represent his message on the feeling of alienation and
aloneness as well as the experience on a spiritual path.

Another example of the use of madness and the character of a
madman can be seen in the prose poem “My Friend”. The speaker
describes himself as mad while the friend is described as “good and
cautious and wise”. Madness is a common theme in literature. In spiritual
literature, a madman is often associated with the person who has
attained Divine love and truth. The speaker mentions that he hides or
masks his madness and “would be mad alone”. The masking of his
madness can be understood as an act of keeping his experience private
since other people are not able to understand it. The use of the theme of
madness may indicate that the speaker has attained a unique connection
with God that he seeks on the spiritual path.

The Truth (Haqiqah)

The Truth or hagiqa in Sufism refers to the original essence of
something?! or “the inner reality of everything that has been created, of
every Law, and of every religion”.22 In The Madman, the theme of Truth
or haqgigah can be seen in more than a quarter of the stories and poems

21 M. Fethullah Giilen, Emerald Hills of the Heart: Key Concepts in the Practices of Sufism
(Clifton, NJ: Tughra Books, 2011), 56.

22 Eric Geoffroy, Introduction to Sufism: The Inner Path of Islam (Bloomington, IN:
World Wisdom, 2010), 207.
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of the book. The stories and poems include the opening parable of The
Madman, “The Wise Dog”, and “The Three Ants”. In the stories and
poems, Gibran'’s use of the theme of Truth reflects his philosophy that
there is a supreme or divine power that every human should seek.

Gibran believes in an “All-including Self” in which all human souls
originate from.23 Gibran’s narratives often mention the narrator’s
longing to unite with the Divine.24 Even though Sufism also has its belief
in Divine Union, there is a significant difference between the two. Gibran
believes that mankind will unite with God and become one with the
Divine. While Sufism also believes in Divine Union, Sufism puts emphasis
on the difference between the Creator and its creation instead of
believing that mankind can unite and become one in essence with God.
This distinction is important in Sufism to avoid putting any creature at
the same level as the Divine. Additionally, Gibran believes that
spirituality and the path towards the Divine transcends organised
religion. This idea is reflected in his writing, “The Blessed City” and
“God’s Fool”. He features the binary of Shariah/Haqiqah, highlighting
that those who are fixed on following the rules and regulations in an
organised religion may miss the Truth. While Sufism still puts emphasis
on the role or mysticism in attaining the Truth, the Sufis still put
importance to following the rules of Shariah as this is the basic guideline
to all Muslims in the path of God.

The discovery of this divine power as the essence of life
and the world, to a certain extent, is similar to the Sufi’s belief that God
is the origin and essence of all things. However, Sufism, or Islam in
general, puts emphasis on the belief in one God or Tawhid as what can be
seen in the first part of the Shahadah?>, “I bear witness that there is no
god but God”.26 The proclamation of Shahadah affirms the concept of

23 Nadeem Naimy, “The Mind and Thought of Khalil Gibran,” Journal of Arabic
Literature (1974).

24 “Out of My Deeper Heart”, “The Dying Man and The Vulture”, “Love” (The
Forerunner, 1920).

25 The Shahadabh is an Islamic expression, bearing witness to the Oneness of God and
the position of mankinds.

26 William C. Chittick, Divine Love: Islamic Literature and the Path to God (New Haven,
CT: Yale University Press, 2013), 5.
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Tawhid that “there is no reality but the True Reality” and God is the
“reality beyond all”.27 Gibran, on the other hand, did not put emphasis on
the existence of only one God throughout his works. In addition to this,
his later work, The Earth Gods, portrays three gods that are governing
the world at the same time. This shows that Gibran's belief in God is not
entirely similar to the teachings of Sufism.

The broad theme of the Truth can be divided into several sub-
themes such as Divine love, unveiling and Divine Union. Divine love can
be perceived as God’s blessing and acceptance that can lead a person to
attain the Truth. The theme of Divine love can be seen in the book in the
prose poem “God”. The poem “God” illustrates that the speaker, despite
several vain attempts to communicate with God, strives to ascend the
mountain repeatedly after every thousands of years in order to attain
Divine love. This poem portrays the underlying feeling of yearning and
longing for the Divine which in turn points to the theme of Divine love.

Unveiling is another important theme that can lead to the
realisation of the Truth (hagiqah). Unveiling in Sufism refers to the stage
where a person attains revelation of the Divine Truth. For this concept,
Gibran's use of the theme of unveiling echoes the teachings of Sufism. For
example, in “The Astronomer”, Gibran illustrates the astronomer as a
blind man who is able to see the universe despite his blindness. Through
this story, the astronomer is portrayed as an unveiled person as he
manages to see the Divine secrets which are represented by the symbols
of the suns, moons and stars. The ability of the blind astronomer to see
the Truth highlights that the knowledge of the Truth goes beyond the
limit of human senses.

In stories and poems such as “God” and “Night and The Madman”,
Gibran expresses one’s longing to be united with the Divine. For instance,
in the prose poem “God”, the speaker ascends a mountain repeatedly in
his attempt to converse with God. The speaker’s attempts to converse
with God meets no success. However, during the last attempt, when the
speaker describes himself as being a part of the Divine, that God
responds. The speaker describes himself as “I am thy yesterday and thou

27 Ibid, 5-6.
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art my tomorrow. [ am thy root in the earth and thou art my flower in the
sky, and together we grow before the face of the sun”.28 This description
portrays the speaker as being part of the Divine or in other words, united
with the Divine. Due to the speaker’s longing for the Divine, he strived to
climb the mountain repeatedly in order to achieve Divine Union. Divine
Union can be perceived as being part of the theme of Truth as the
characters in Gibran’s works achieve the realisation that God is the only
essence and reality to the creation of all beings and the ultimate goal in
life is the Union with the Divine.

The Soul (Nafs)

While the previous theme is majorly concerned with the subject
of the Divine, this next theme is more concerned with the subject of man.
The theme of the soul or self has emerged frequently across the book.
Specifically, the stories and poems featuring this theme have made up
around a quarter of the analysed work. Gibran uses the term “soul” and
“self” interchangeably to represent the theme. In addition to these two
terms, he also uses symbols such as masks and faces to represent the soul
or self in his writing. Gibran’s idea of the soul is similar to Sufism’s
perception in several aspects which are; the divine origin of the soul, the
immortality of the soul, and the multifaceted nature of the soul.

In many of his works, Gibran presents his belief in the divine
origin of the soul in which “the essence of the soul to be of the essence of
God Himself” and the soul is originally in union with God.2? This idea is
presented clearly in one of his works, A Tear and a Smile where he writes,
“The God separated a spirit from Himself and fashioned it into Beauty”.
The idea that the soul originates from the divine can also be seen
embedded in the book. Gibran'’s belief that the soul has its divine origin
is presented in the parables such as “The Other Language”. In this story,
Gibran follows the growth of the main character from infancy to
adulthood. This story highlights the closeness of the soul to the divine

28 Kahlil Gibran, The Madman: His Parables and Poems, (New York: Alfred A. Knopf,
1918), 10.

29 Homam Altabaa, “Spirituality in Modern Literature: Kahlil Gibran and the Spiritual
Quest,” Al-Shajarah: Journal of the International Institute of Islamic Thought and
Civilization (ISTAC) 22, no. 2 (2017), 217.

©International Islamic University Malaysia (IITUM) Journal of Islam in Asia
December Issue, Vol. 22, No. 1, 2025
Article received: April 2025 E-ISSN: 2289-8077

Article accepted: June 2025
Publication date: June 2025
DOI: https://doi.org/10.31436 /jia.v22i1.1292



Representations of Key Sufi Concepts in Khalil Gibran’s The 332
Madman (1918)

realm when a person is a newborn and shows how the soul grows distant
from the divine realm until the point that it is no longer able to
understand the language of the other realm. Gibran’s belief of the divine
origin of the soul, to a certain extent, is similar to Sufism’s belief.
However, despite the belief that the soul originated from God, the Sufis
do not believe that the soul shares the same essence as God. This is due
to the belief in Islam that no other creature can be equated to God.
Though the Sufis do believe that God created the soul and placed it in the
human body, the soul is not considered as part of God as God is not
constituted of multiple parts. The soul is viewed as having divine origin
and it will return to the divine realm upon death. This belief can be seen
in a Quranic verse, “Every soul will taste death, then to Us you will all be
returned” (Al-Ankabut: 57).30 Similar to Gibran's belief, death is viewed
as a freedom to the soul from the body as it is able to return to the divine
realm and unite with God.

Gibran often portrays the duality of the soul and body where the
soul is eternal while the body is mortal, there are several depictions of
the immortality of the soul that can be seen throughout the book. As
mentioned before, Gibran believes that the soul is eternal while the body
perishes after death. He believed that death frees the soul from the
immortal body. In his works, Gibran demonstrates his belief in the
immortality of the soul through the depiction of the cycle of death and
rebirth. An example of the cycle of death and rebirth can be seen in one
of the stories in the book which is “Said a Blade of Grass”. In this story,
Gibran depicts the cycle of rebirth by portraying an autumn leaf that falls
to the earth and wakes up as a blade of grass. This depiction shows that
the same soul wakes up in another body, representing that after death,
the soul leaves the mortal body and settles in a new one. In regard to the
immortality of the soul, Sufism does believe that the soul is immortal.
However, the Sufis do not believe in the cycle of death and rebirth like
Gibran. Instead, the Sufis believe that upon death, the soul will be free
from its attachment to the world and will ascend to the divine realm to
return to God. The soul will carry on to live for eternity in Heaven.

Purification (Tazkiyah)

30 Al-Quran, surah 29, verse 57.
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Purification or tazkiyah is a process of cleansing and augmenting
the soul in order to enable the soul to attain Truth and be in Union with
God. Apart from the theme of the soul that is discussed previously,
purification is another notable theme that can be seen across Gibran’s
writing. Purification is often depicted by Gibran through practices and
behaviours that cleanse the soul and strengthen the connection between
a person and God. The practices and behaviours that have appeared
repeatedly across Gibran's works include asceticism, internal struggle,
and annihilation of the soul.

Even though there is no specific condition to practice tazkiya,
Gibran often sets the characters who practice tazkiya in solitude or
seclusion. The practice of secluding oneself to deepen the connection
with the Divine is akin to the practice of asceticism. Asceticism is often
related to self-discipline and renunciation,3! where the ascetics retreat
from the society to focus on their spiritual life, renouncing their
attachments to the world such as their attachment to wealth and reliance
on other people. In “The Pomegranate”, a pomegranate seed who lives
amongst the noisy surrounding with many seeds moves into the heart of
a quince, a dry fruit with few seeds. The seed’s retreat to a quieter and
simpler fruit hints to the practice of asceticism where a person retreats
into seclusion and practices a simpler way of life. Gibran’s perspective of
asceticism is similar to the Sufi perspective. In Sufi literature, asceticism
(zuhd) is often portrayed as a way to improve the condition of the soul.
Ascetics, as depicted by Sufism, practices a lifestyle of solitude,
abstinence, and strict self-discipline.

The travelers on the spiritual path, including the ascetics, face
difficulties throughout their journey to God. This difficulty is usually
caused by an internal struggle with the soul. In stories and poems such
as “My Friend” and “The Seven Selves”, Gibran features different
dimensions of the soul, highlighting that what is seen is not necessarily
the reality. In most of the stories, the souls or what Gibran also refers to
as the selves, are portrayed to be existing all at once and the existence of
these different dimensions of the soul becomes a cause for internal

31 John Renard, Historical Dictionary of Sufism (Lanham, MD: The Scarecrow Press,
2005).
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struggle within a person. Gibran uses symbols such as masks and faces
to demonstrate the different dimensions of the soul. In stories such as
“My Friend” and “Faces”, Gibran features the struggle between the inner
and the outer dimension of the soul. The outer dimension is similar to a
person’s mask or persona that is created to conceal a person’s true self.
In the two stories, Gibran emphasises that people are not as what they
seem. He likens the outer dimension of the soul to a “care-woven
garment” that protects the person while the inner dimension of the soul
is likened to Hell, madness and the darkness of the night. Gibran uses
binary opposites such as day/night and Heaven/Hell to emphasise the
unpleasant condition of the inner side of the self. Across the book, when
featuring the subject of the inner side of the self, Gibran illustrates an
inner struggle to portray the chaotic condition of the inner self. An
excerpt from “The Perfect World” fittingly describes Gibran’s view of a
person’s inner side of the self or a person’s true self; “I, a human chaos, a
nebula of confused elements”.32 This idea has also become one of the
most prominent ideas of The Madman as a whole. The book features the
inner struggle of man as well as the subject of aloneness as its main focus.

In stories such as “The Seven Selves”, Gibran depicts seven
different dimensions of the soul or in the context of this story, Gibran
calls it as the self. The different dimensions of the self include the
negative self, the joyous self, the “love-ridden” self, “tempest-like” self,
the working self, the thinking self and the do-nothing self.33 The seven
selves argue with each other, trying to prove which of them deserves to
rebel against the madman. The portrayals of the different dimensions of
the self, point to the idea that all of the different dimensions exist at the
same time, thus causing an internal struggle for a person to navigate
through the different dimensions of the self. While Sufism also believes
that there are different dimensions of the soul, the Sufis believe that the
different dimensions exist as different stages of spiritual development.
Though different scholars might argue on the different number of stages

32 Kahlil Gibran, The Madman: His Parables and Poems (New York: Alfred A. Knopf,
1918), 69.

33 Suheil Bushrui and Joe Jenkins, Kahlil Gibran: Man and Poet, A New Biography
(Oxford: Oneworld, 2008); Kahlil Gibran, The Madman: His Parables and Poems (New
York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1918).
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of the spiritual development, generally, there are three stages that a
person has to go through in order to be at peace with the soul.34 The
lowest stage is called nafs ammara or “the self that commands” which is
often associated with evil and animal desires. The next stage is the nafs
al-lawwama or the self-blaming stage where a person blames himself for
his own shortcomings. The final stage is nafs mutma’inna or “the self at
peace [with God]”, the stage where a person is able to “achieve spiritual
balance” and realise his position in relation to God. In Sufism, the
practices under tazkiya allow the seekers on the path to God to detach
themselves from the evil of the world and find peace in their existence
through annihilating the soul and subsisting through God.

Annihilation of the soul is an important theme under tazkiya that
is featured across The Madman. The annihilation of the soul is viewed as
a stage where a person loses his individual self and becomes absorbed in
the Divine. When one goes through the annihilation of the soul, the
person is described as coming alive again through God or what is called
as subsistence in God.3> Across the book, he depicts the theme of
annihilation of the soul as the death of self. In “The Grave-Digger”, the
speaker of the story is portrayed as burying one of his dead selves. The
grave-digger comments that he likes the speaker because the speaker is
the only one who comes and goes laughing while others are weeping.
Through this depiction, Gibran shows a positive attitude towards the
death of the self. This positive attitude may indicate the idea that when
the self is annihilated, a person is now able to be one with the Divine. Sufi
perspective on the annihilation of the soul is similar to Gibran'’s. The Sufis
believe in the dual concept of annihilation of the soul (fana’) and
subsistence in God (baga’). When the soul is annihilated, a person will
become immersed and intoxicated in the Divine presence as the human
soul or ego no longer hinders the access to the Divine Truth.3¢ When a

34 William C. Chittick, Sufism: A Beginner’s Guide (Oxford: Oneworld, 2008); Oliver
Leaman and Kecia Ali, Islam: The Key Concepts (London: Routledge, 2008).

35 Alexander Knysh, Islamic Mysticism: A Short History (Leiden: Brill, 2000), 309.
36 Eric Geoffroy, Introduction to Sufism: The Inner Path of Islam (Bloomington, IN:
World Wisdom, 2010), 14.
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person reaches subsistence in God, the person gains sobriety and
consciousness of the world while being aware of the Divine presence.3”

Conclusion

This research mainly explores the key Sufi concepts that are
present in Khalil Gibran’s first English book which is The Madman
(1918). With the examination of the text through the lens of Sufism as
the main framework, this study identifies the thematic similarities and
differences between Gibran’s philosophy and traditional Sufi
perspectives.

The analysis of the two books reveals that various Sufi concepts
appear recurrently across Gibran’s works. With some of the concepts
appearing more prominently than others, the Sufi concepts are classified
into three overarching themes which are madness, the Truth (haqiqah),
the soul (nafs) and purification (tazkiyah). Each of the themes consists of
interrelated Sufi concepts that mirror traditional Sufi ideas throughout
Gibran’s work. The theme of madness depicts the unique experience of
people who embark on a spiritual path. The theme of the Truth consists
of Sufi concepts such as the Ultimate Truth, Divine Love, unveiling and
Divine Union. The theme of the soul is composed of concepts such as the
divine origin of the soul, the duality of the soul and body, and the
immortality of the soul. Meanwhile, the theme of purification includes
concepts such as reflection, seclusion, internal struggle and annihilation
of the self.

Even though Gibran’s representations are similar to Sufi
teachings to a certain extent, this study contributes to the understanding
of Gibran’s broader spiritual philosophy that is developed from the
influence of several religious traditions including Sufism, reflecting his
belief in a universal spiritual journey beyond the limitation of any
religious framework. The finding of this research differentiates Gibran'’s
perspectives from the traditional teachings of Sufism which the scholars
often associate him with due to his background as a Lebanese. This study

37 Ibid, 15.
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emphasises that while Gibran’s writings echo various Sufi themes, he
should not be considered as a direct representation of Sufism. Gibran
promotes his view of a spiritual journey that transcends the limitation of
religious boundaries while Sufism strictly follows the teachings of Islam.

Reflecting on the limitations of this research, this study deeply
analyses only one of Gibran’s writings which may cause a limitation to a
broader examination of the development of Gibran’s philosophy across
his literary corpus. Since Gibran writes in Arabic and English, an analysis
that includes Gibran’s writing in both languages might contribute to a
more thorough examination of Gibran's philosophy, especially
concerning the influence of Sufism on his writing. Future research should
look into the representation of Sufism's key concepts across his Arabic
and English writing. This may reveal the development of his thinking as
he transitions from writing in Arabic to English. Studying Gibran’s
corpus in both Arabic and English can potentially provide a more
detailed comparison between Gibran’s perspective and the traditional
Sufi teachings as well as examine whether the resonance between the
two grows or reduces as Gibran matures as an author.

In brief, this research contributes to improving the understanding
of Gibran’s writing where Sufism serves as an important influence. By
comparing Gibran’s spiritual perspective and the traditional Sufi
teachings, this study allows the readers to appreciate his writing as a
bridge across diverse religious borders. Moreover, this research
contributes to a deeper understanding of the essence of Sufism in the
hope that this study can clear some misunderstandings concerning
Sufism and Islam.

©International Islamic University Malaysia (IITUM) Journal of Islam in Asia
December Issue, Vol. 22, No. 1, 2025
Article received: April 2025 E-ISSN: 2289-8077

Article accepted: June 2025
Publication date: June 2025
DOI: https://doi.org/10.31436 /jia.v22i1.1292



Representations of Key Sufi Concepts in Khalil Gibran’s The 338
Madman (1918)

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Amirani, Shoku, and Stephanie Hegarty. “Kahlil Gibran’s the Prophet:
Why Is It so Loved?” BBC News, May 12, 2012
https://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-17997163.

Altabaa, Homam. “Spirituality in Modern Literature: Kahlil Gibran and
the Spiritual Quest.” Al-Shajarah: Journal of the International Institute of
Islamic Thought and Civilization (ISTAC) 22, no. 2 (2017): 215-36.
https://journals.iium.edu.my/shajarah/index.php/shaj/article/downlo
ad/561/267.

Altabaa, Homam, and Ahmad Hamawiya. “The Life and Works of Kahlil
Gibran: A Critical Review.” Asiatic: [IUM Journal of English Language and
Literature 13, no. 1 (2019): 103-18.
https://journals.iium.edu.my/asiatic/index.php/ajell/article/view/148
7.

Altabaa, Homam, Wendy Faris, and Ahmad Hamawiya. “A Review of
Kahlil Gibran’s Major Creative Works (Ulasan Hasil Karya Kreatif Utama
Kahlil Gibran).” Journal of Islam in Asia 18, no. 3 (2021): 231-53.
https://doi.org/10.31436/jia.v18i3.1082.

Arslane, Ghania. “Modernity and Prophetic Speech: The Ethical as the
Impossible in the Post-Religious Vision Kahlil Gibran.” Concentric: Literary
and Cultural Studies 46, no. 2 (2020): 11-35.

Braun, Virginia, and Victoria Clarke. “Using Thematic Analysis in
Psychology.” Qualitative Research in Psychology 3, no. 2 (2006): 77-101.
https://doi.org/10.1191/1478088706qp0630a.

Bushrui, Suheil, and Joe Jenkins. Kahlil Gibran: Man and Poet, A New
Biography. Oxford: Oneworld, 2008.

Chittick, William C. Sufism: A Beginner’s Guide. Oxford: Oneworld, 2008.

Chittick, William C. Divine Love: Islamic Literature and the Path to God.
New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2013.

Cobin, Randa. ‘Al-Naz’ah ‘Al-Ruhiah fi ‘Adab Jubran wa Na'imi. Beirut: Dar
> Al-Fikir ‘Al-Lubnani, 1993.


https://doi.org/10.31436/jia.v18i3.1082

339 Nur Mashitah Wahidah binti Anuar and Homam Altabaa

Dols, Michael W. Majnin: The Madman in Medieval Islamic Society.
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1992.

Geoffroy, Eric. Introduction to Sufism: The inner path of islam. World
Wisdom, 2010.

Gibran, Kahlil. The Madman: His Parables and Poems. New York: Alfred
A. Knopf, 1918.

Gibran, Kahlil. A Treasury of Kahlil Gibran. Translated by Anthony R.
Ferris. Edited by Martin L. Wolf. New York: The Citadel Press, 1951.

Giilen, Fethullah M. Emerald Hills of the Heart: Key Concepts in the
Practice of Sufism. Kaynak (Izmir) A.S, 2000.

Gulen, M. Fethullah. Emerald Hills of the Heart: Key Concepts in the
Practices of Sufism. Vol. 1. Clifton, NJ: Tughra Books, 2011.

Gulen, M. Fethullah. Emerald Hills of the Heart: Key Concepts in the
Practices of Sufism. Vol. 4. Clifton, NJ: Tughra Books, 2011.

Knysh, Alexander. Islamic Mysticism: A Short History. Leiden: Brill, 2000.

Leaman, Oliver, and Kecia Ali. Islam: The Key Concepts. London:
Routledge, 2008.

Mitchell, Gus. “Kahlil Gibran: Godfather of the ‘New Age.” JSTOR Daily,
September 27, 2023. https://daily.jstor.org/kahlil-gibran-godfather-of-
the-new-age/.

Naimy, Nadeem. “The Mind and Thought of Khalil Gibran.” Journal of
Arabic Literature (1974): 55-71. https://www.jstor.org/stable/4182921.

Nowell, Lorelli S., Jill M. Norris, Deborah E. White, and Nancy J. Moules.
“Thematic Analysis: Striving to Meet the Trustworthiness Criteria.”
International Journal of Qualitative Methods 16 (2017): 1-13.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1609406917733847.

©International Islamic University Malaysia (IITUM) Journal of Islam in Asia
December Issue, Vol. 22, No. 1, 2025
Article received: April 2025 E-ISSN: 2289-8077
Article accepted: June 2025
Publication date: June 2025
DOI: https://doi.org/10.31436/jia.v22i1.1292



Representations of Key Sufi Concepts in Khalil Gibran’s The 340
Madman (1918)

Olsen, Stein Haugom. “Thematic Concepts: Where Philosophy Meets
Literature.” Royal Institute of Philosophy Lecture Series 16 (1983): 75-93.
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0957042X00002947.

Renard, John. Historical Dictionary of Sufism. The Scarecrow Press, Inc,
2005.

Tchaparian, Vahan. “The Eastern Philosopher and The Westernized
Prophet.”  Armenian  Folia  Anglistika 17, no. 2 (2021).
https://doi.org/10.46991/AFA/2021.17.2.129.



A Report on the English Language Immersive Programme
for Pondok Pensantren Modern Al Ikhlash

Laporan Program English Language Immersive Programme bagi
Pondok Pesantren Moden Al Ikhlash

Nik Liyana binti Nik Ahmad Zahid*

Introduction

English Language Immersive Programme was executed at
AbdulHamid AbuSulayman Kulliyah of Islamic Revealed Knowledge and
Human Sciences (AHAS KIRKHS), International Islamic University
Malaysia (IITUM) with a total of 16 students from Pondok Pensantren
Modern Al Ikhlash from West Java, Indonesia. The programme was held
for two weeks from 9th to 23rd September 2024 as an initiative to
provide participants with an intensive language learning programme to
equip the students with language skills by conducting in-class sessions,
interactive workshops, project-based learning, and outdoor activities.
The team of language instructors comprises both local and international
lecturers from the Department of English Language and Literature
(DELL) AHAS KIRKHS and Centre for Languages and Pre-University
Academic Development (CELPAD), I[IUM, providing students with real-
life exposure reflective of the diverse learning environment at [IUM. The
programme involves 18 face-to-face classroom sessions, and this report
covers two sessions as samples.

* Postgraduate student at International Institute of Islamic Thought and Civilization
(ISTAC-IIUM).
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The programme plays a significant role in assessing the
effectiveness of language immersion for enhancing language learning.
During this era of globalisation, students require competency in
language for improvement of quality of life, as the English language is not
merely useful for reading Western books. It allows one to be able to
understand a lease, advocate for oneself, navigate systems and even
regulate emotions for better outcomes. The English language is
functional in navigating the world and giving opportunities to respond
to various situations. Thus, this programme can serve as an initiative to
investigate potential strategies for improving language acquisition,
specifically in writing, reading, speaking and comprehension.

First session: News Writing with The BENL Chronicle

This section reports on a writing lesson by Sr. Siti Sarah Sofea and
Sr. Nik Liyana, who were mainboards of a student-driven journalism
website, The BENL Chronicle. In this session, students were introduced
to the process and structure of news writing and publication and asked
to write a quick and simple news headline. The objectives of the lesson
were to:

1. Understand the process and structure of news writing and
publication.

2. Apply the understanding through analysing an existing news
article.

3. Write a simple news headline and lead.

At the beginning of the session, the instructors gave an overview
of TBC and explained the structure of a news organisation and the
process of news publication. The main purpose was to encourage and
inspire news writing amongst youngsters within their own ability and
drive. Game 1 “Word Search” was employed to familiarise students with
relevant keywords related to news publications such as “Writer”,
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“Editor”, and “Headline”, and news writing such as “Title”, “Lead”, and
“Source”. During this game, students exhibited understanding of the
meanings and functions of the words in news publication and news
writing.

In Game 2 and 3, “Relay Report” and “Makcik Bawang”
respectively, students participated in interactive, team-based activities
designed to enhance their understanding of responsible news writing
while maintaining engagement and interest in class. In “Relay Report”,
students were divided into groups of five. The first person in each group
was shown a news headline and had to convey it through physical actions
to the next person in line and the final group member would attempt to
guess the original headline. Similarly, “Makcik Bawang” was a
storytelling game wherein each student contributed to a growing
sentence by adding one word at a time. Both games humorously
demonstrated how information can become distorted or exaggerated
when clarity is absent through continuous embellishments— echoing
the concept of misinformation in the media. They serve as practical
demonstrations of how easily information can be misrepresented or
sensationalised. These activities not only sustained student engagement
but also deepened their understanding of media ethics in an experiential
way.

In the next session, the session transitioned into a focused lesson
on the fundamentals of news writing. The instructors guided students
through the key elements of a news article, highlighting examples of
‘headline’, ‘byline’, and the inverted pyramid ‘lead’, ‘body’, ‘tail’. They
emphasise that news writing is significant in its ability to reinforce
formal sentence structure in a real-world context, wherein the
journalistic structure helps students to organise their thoughts logically
and effectively. Continuing upon this, game 4 “Once Upon a Headline”
commenced where the students were asked to write a simple news
headline and lead on their favourite fairytale story. However, only
several students followed the instructions while most of them wrote a
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news headline and lead on various topics regarding their own interests.
The instructors read and asked each of the students to explain their
chosen headline and fixed their grammars. The instructors noted that a
few of the students even wrote in their native language instead of
English.

By the end of the session, two of the three objectives were
achieved. The students were able to comprehend the process and
structure of news writing and publication and had shown an interest in
news writing in general. The students also recognised each key element
of a news article on an existing article, applying their understanding.
However, the third objective to write a simple news headline and lead
was not realised as a few students struggled to express their sentences
in English.

Second session: Speak Up & Act Out!

The second session was an interactive acting lesson conducted by
Sr. Ha Mi Da and Sr. Zaiti, aimed at boosting students’ confidence and
fluency in English through drama-based activities. In this session,
students were encouraged to act while speaking, creating an engaging
and holistic English speaking behaviour. The objectives of the lesson
were to:

1. Remember and recall emotion-related vocabulary.

2. Apply appropriate facial expressions and gestures to convey
different emotions.

3. Create and perform a short role-play skit.

The class started with a circle seating arrangement, setting the
tone for openness and inclusivity. The session kicked off with a self-
introduction ice-breaking activity, allowing the students’ to get
comfortable in the group. This eased initial nervousness and created a
sense of active participation. The first major activity, “Act it Out,”
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required students to randomly draw two slips of papers—one with a
verb and another with an emotional adverb . They then performed the
combined phrase in front of the group. For example, “eating” and “sadly”
are picked out and they act out “eating sadly.” Every student had to draw
two papers and act the phrase, sometimes resulting in entertaining acts.
This encouraged creative expression, body language awareness, and the
use of contextual emotion.

Following that, the class transitioned into a high-energy game of
“Charades.” The students were divided into small groups of four, and
each group sent a representative to silently act out a word or phrase,
while the other groups that guessed right got a point. This friendly
competition promoted teamwork and vocabulary recall, while
reinforcing the importance of non-verbal communication.

For the final activity, students were presented with several role-
play prompts to choose from. Each group selected one prompt,
brainstormed a short skit, and were given 20 minutes to prepare. The
students then presented their role-plays to the class. This final task
consolidated the learning, providing a platform to apply their creativity,
collaboration, and language skills in a structured performance.

The session provided students with a safe and enjoyable space to
express themselves creatively. By learning how to convey different
emotions and working together on a short play, students developed
important life skills such as communication, empathy, and collaboration.
The final activity, in particular, helped build their confidence in public
speaking and encouraged quick thinking under time pressure. After the
session, they became more comfortable speaking in front of others and
showed greater enthusiasm when participating in group activities. Some
students who were shy began to open up, contributing ideas and taking
on roles during the short play. Their teamwork and willingness to
collaborate were very good too after they became more relaxed and
confident.
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Conclusion

Both sessions “News Writing with The BENL Chronicle” and
“Speak Up & Act Out!” were successfully held during the programme,
with most of the objectives achieved. The News Writing session had
allowed the students to understand and analyse the structure of news
writing, simultaneously piquing their interest in a student-driven
journalism. The second session provided the students a safe platform to
express their emotions and enhance their confidence to speak in English.
Nonetheless, it should be noted that these were only two sessions out of
a total of 18 class sessions throughout this programme. While several
researches available support the thesis that immersive learning
increases students’ interest and potential language acquisition, there is
alack of similar research that focuses specifically on the South East Asian
community. Hence, there is a need to execute English Language
Immersive Programmes and examine its effectiveness within our
community.
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Religious Freedom and Peacebuilding

Sekou Marafa Toure*

The International Conference on Religious Freedom and
Peacebuilding took place in Doha, Qatar, from February 18 to 21, bringing
together a diverse array of scholars, religious leaders, policymakers, and
peace advocates from around the world. The conference, titled "From
Religious Freedom to Religious Responsibility: Peacemaking in a
Destabilized World," served as a crucial platform for discussing the evolving
role of religion in global peace efforts amid increasing political and social
instability. The conference was organized by Doha International Center for
Interfaith Dialogue (DICID) And Multi-Faith Neighbors Network (MFNN).
The DICID is A Qatari-based semi-government organization dedicated to
interfaith dialogue, intercultural cooperation, and capacity building. The
MFNN on the other hand is an American organisation founded by Pastor Bob
Roberts Jr.,, Imam Mohamed Magid & Rabbi David Saperstein, to coordinate
grassroots movements with religious leaders across various faith traditions.

The event, which was held under the patronage of the Prime Minister
and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin
Jassim Al-Thani, was formally officiated by the Minister of State for
International Cooperation, Maryam bint Ali bin Nasser Al Misnad. This high
level of political patronage underscored Qatar’s firm commitment to
fostering interfaith dialogue and cooperation, particularly in a region that
has long been affected by religious and sectarian conflicts.

* Doha International Center for Interfaith Dialogue (DICID).
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The conference was held against the backdrop of rising global
polarization, where the rhetoric of influential figures has further
exacerbated societal divisions. In this climate of heightened tensions, the
discussions at the conference took on even greater significance, as religious
freedom and responsibility were examined not just as abstract ideals but as
practical imperatives for global stability.

With broad international and regional participation, the conference
featured ten main sessions, each focusing on a critical aspect of religious
peacebuilding. Some sessions explored the foundational role of the
Abrahamic faiths—Judaism, Christianity, and Islam—in fostering peace,
while others tackled practical challenges of religion and conflict resolution
in conflict-prone regions such as West Africa, Sudan, Pakistan, Lebanon, and
Palestine. These discussions provided valuable insights into how religious
communities can transcend theological differences and work toward
sustainable peace in deeply divided societies.

In her officiating address, HE Maryam Al Misnad emphasized the
urgency of religious collaboration in addressing global instability, framing
the conference as an essential effort in bridging divides and promoting
coexistence. In the opening speech Prof. Ibrahim Saleh Al Naimi, Chairman
of DICID, stressed the practical applications of religious responsibility in
peacebuilding, and the role of faith traditions in conflict resolution,
humanitarian efforts, and the promotion of social harmony in an
increasingly fragmented world. Pastor Bob stressed his firm belief that
religious leaders have a profound role in shaping the status quo and the
future. He mentioned that leaders of religious communities cannot be mere
observers of world crises but should rather be agents of peace. When faith
communities come together with humility, respect, and a shared
commitment to human dignity, Pastor Bob sees this as the moment when
real transformation happens. He said that this conference and similar events
can deepen our trust, help in formulating actionable strategies, and
returning to our communities equipped to be ambassadors of peace.
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Archbishop Eugene Nugent, a Vatican ambassador, highlighted the
role of Christians in protecting religious freedom wherever it is threatened.
He called for the brothers and sisters of all faiths to defend this freedom as
it is a gift to be defended for the sake of human dignity and the common
good. He said the people of all faiths are not free to harm, to divide, or to
disregard the suffering of those around them. Accordingly, religious
freedom is not merely a concept or an ideal; it is a fundamental human right.
It is the right to seek the truth and follow it. It is the right to freely worship
God according to the dictates of one’s conscience, to live one’s life in
accordance with one’s deepest beliefs.

Prof. Dr. Raafat Al-Mikati, President of University of Tripoli Lebanon,
highlighted numerous points based on the Lebanese experience such as the
role of religious discourse in enflaming or reducing conflicts, the misuse of
religions by politicians and agitators, the use of religious texts to justify
aggression or occupation, the role of Arab and Muslim religious leaders in
contemporary conflicts, and the influence of religion on public opinions
globally. Prince Ousmane Amirou Dicko of Liatko stressed the role of
Customary and Traditional Leaders in Africa to bring about the peaceful
resolution of conflicts, the promotion and awareness of tolerance, living
together, peace, security and development in an inclusive and participatory
approach based on a dialogue without exclusion.

Several papers presented at the conference explored the significant
contributions of women in peacebuilding, showcasing successful models
from Ghana, Croatia, the Sudan, and global initiatives like the Global Multi-
Faith Fellowship. The discussions reinforced the necessity of women's
inclusion in decision-making and conflict mediation, recognizing their
underappreciated yet impactful role in fostering sustainable peace.

Oliver McTernan, Director of Forward Thinking, in addressing the
Challenges of Peace building in Conflict Zones, highlighted the core
principles of integrity, transparency and commitment are essential in order
to build the level trust required for a meaningful level of engagement on
both sides of the conflict. An informed historical and contemporary analysis
is indispensable in order to distinguish between
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misinformation/disinformation and the realities that drive the conflict and
perpetuate the cycle of violence, at the cost of endless human lives. An
inclusive engagement with all the relevant parties to the conflict, aimed at
understanding their motivation and goals, is fundamental in order to
identify a level of sufficient consensus that would provide a framework for
a dialogue aimed at reaching a sustainable agreement. An awareness of the
religious significance of sites and symbols in shaping the identity of the
different factions engaged in what is essentially a dispute over competing
claims to the same land. The willingness to engage with the relevant
religious authorities and to explore the possibility of providing a theological
underpinning for a political settlement of the conflict is an essential part of
any process aimed at breaking the current cycle of violence and reaching a
sustainable peace.

Rabbi Daniel Roth, a senior fellow at George Mason University's
Center for World Religions, Diplomacy & Conflict Resolution, stressed that
[sraeli-Palestinian Conflictis at a critical turning point. It is essential that the
current war and crisis not be simply "another round" in this endless violent
conflict. There are real serious threats of the war escalating and spreading
to a regional and even global 'Holy War', with traditional diplomatic
channels of mediation struggling to shift this troubling trajectory. In
addition, around the world, antisemitism and Islamophobia are at an all-
time high, and rising, while Jewish-Muslim relations at an all-time low.
When traditional governmental channels are not sufficiently able to address
the ever-growing threats of intractable identity conflicts, there is an
increased need to cultivate and strengthen trusted and practical back
channels, known as “insider religious mediation” (IRM). IRM is a conflict
resolution approach that leverages trusted religious leaders and insiders to
mediate conflicts, especially in identity-based disputes where religion plays
a central role. Unlike traditional diplomatic efforts, which often involve
external political actors, IRM works within religious and community
structures to foster dialogue, reconciliation, and practical solutions.
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The conference reaffirmed the interconnectedness of religious
freedom and global peacebuilding, urging participants to shift from passive
tolerance to active responsibility in promoting reconciliation and conflict
resolution. Through these critical dialogues, the event laid the groundwork
for future collaborations and policy initiatives aimed at reducing religious
tensions and fostering lasting peace in an increasingly destabilized world.
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