Volume 20, No. 3 @ December 2023

JOURNAL OF

oy 4O TTVNANOL

u@/a/m/ (N %ﬂ/

A Refereed International Biannual Arabic - English Journal

€707 1quIddd( € "ON ‘0 dWN[OA

INTERNATIONAL ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY MALAYSIA

LLOB-6RTZ ‘N SSI-H 0L60-€T8T *NSSI




Journal of Islam in Asia

EDITOR-in-CHIEF
Abdul Salam @ Zulkifli B.Muhamad Shukri

EDITOR
Noor Azlan B. Mohd Noor

ASSOCIATE EDITOR
Homam Altabaa

COPY EDITOR
Nur Mashitah Wahidah Bt. Anuar

EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARD

LOCAL MEMBERS INTERNATIONAL MEMBERS
Abdel Aziz Berghout (IITUM) Abdullah Khalil Al-Juburi (UAE)
Muhammed Mumtaz Ali (ITUM) Abu Bakr Rafique (Bangladesh)
Nadzrah Ahmad (ITUM) Anis Ahmad (Pakistan)

Rahmah Bt. A. H. Osman (ITUM) Fikret Karcic (Bosnia)
Saidatolakma Mohd Yunus (IITUM) ~ Muhammad Al-Zuhayli (UAE)
Thameem Ushama (ITUM) Zafar Ishaque Ansari (Pakistan)

Articles submitted for publication in the Journal of Islam in Asia are subject to a
process of peer review, in accordance with standard academic practice.

© 2023 by International Islamic University Malaysia

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, translated, stored
in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic,
mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without prior written permission
of the publisher.

E-ISSN: 2289-8077



JOURNAL OF ISLAM IN ASIA

Vol. 20, No. 3, December 2023

DOI: https://doi.org/10.31436/jia.v20i3

dy ol YLl

1 (ylda dulyd) loall pald) 096 & Ol ¢l Bllas o gads o & gl i i
el el a2 s ¢ ) dls o ez o s

34 gl B3y Y Aid 3w G B3I Al J1 393 (Gl G VY 315 Lyggadlal
Lr3gé) &S) oY "WISST OF gt " Ay,

Jw‘“ S A (893, 8ynd

62 Loges 2S00 OT 1 3las 425 5y 8 8k
o2 jgaie ) dew (alals Jlsils o

87 Tekeoo B B Aulys: (013 a5l CiBgag LBl Dbl jaY i) LS
Fleo ST elels Glas sl
138 L A dulys 3yl el Clad s J9ls § "4aSTBH)" 25ghe b
Ssép Al de (OST dle S

172 A ) Al e dbeald) AR G (ssal o1 331 6 Al
Llo solmid pols (il da i dos (ppane dot Oohll e (Ola) dat btz
&

English Articles

Marriage Choices and Traditions among the Sri Lankan Migrant Workers 197
in Bahrain
Mohamed I.M. Aslam, lyad M.Y. Eid and Rohaiza Rokis

The Religious Thought of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Father of the Bengali 235
Nation: An Analysis
Muhammad Noor Hossain



Implementation of Sharia Digital Payments at the Society in Kediri City:
A Technology Acceptance Model (TAM) Theory Approach at BSI Mobile
Services

Mundhori and Ahmad Syakur

Opulence of Islam in Western Countries: A Study of Muhammad
Hamidullah’s Contributions
Syed Iftikhar Ali Gilani and Thameem Ushama

Kamal Hassan and the Birth of IIUM: A Retrospective Survey of His Ideas
Mohd Mumtaz Ali and Mohd Abbas Abdul Razak

Malaysia's Potential Revolution: Embracing Gold-Backed
Cryptocurrency into International Net Settlement via Blockchain Could
Transform Economic and Financial Resilience

Irma Naddiya and Abdul Wahed Jalal Nori

261

289

309

337



FOREWORD
4.3\5)9\3‘\33\ ;\.AAJJ?S:JQ aM\

Welcome to the biannual issue of Journal of Islam in Asia. First and
foremost, we would like to thank Allah SWT for blessing us with the
opportunity to publish the third issue of the year 2023. Hopefully, this
publication will be of benefit to readers and to the ummabh. In addition,
we would like to thank everyone who has contributed to the process of
completion and publication of this issue. May your efforts be rewarded
by Allah SWT.

The Journal of Islam in Asia (JIA) is a peer-reviewed international Arabic-
English online journal, published biannually in June and December by
the International Islamic University Malaysia. The Journal includes
articles, selected studies, book reviews, reports of conferences etc.,
which are relevant to Islamic thought and Muslim concerns. The Journal
sees itself as an instrument, and an extension, to promote the [IUM's
mission of (IIICE); Integration, Islamicization, Internationalization, and
Comprehensive Excellence.

The December issue of 2023 consists of twelve articles in which six of the
articles are in Arabic and another six articles are in English. The first
Arabic article of this issue is The Impact of The Good Faith of The
Insured or Not on The Scope of The Nullity Penalty in The Omani
Insurance Law: A Comparative Study. This article discusses the impact
of good faith in terms of providing protection for the insured and
avoiding special penalties such as the penalty of nullity in the context of
Omani Insurance Law. The second article, Postcolonialism,
Islamophobia and Inserting Islam Facts in African-American
Fiction: Umm Zakiyyah's If I Should Speak, is a descriptive-theoretical



analysis of Umm Zakiyyah’s work, If I Should Speak, focusing on the true
representation of Islam in the work and how the representations counter
Islamophobic perspective of the West. The next article is An Overview
of The History of Translating the Meanings of The Holy Quran in
General. This article provides an overview on field of the translation of
the Noble Quran in the era of the Prophet and in the history of the
European continent by providing the interpretation of the Quran
through time. The fourth article is Jurisprudential Adaptation of The
Conditions of The Wagqif and Opinion of Algerian Legislation: An
Analytical and Contextual study. This article studies the process of
adapting the conditions of Wagqif in the Algerian legislation while
considering its alignment with the opinions of the Hanafi, Maliki, Shafi
and Hanbali jurists. The next article in this issue is The Impact of Sayyed
Qutb's Understanding of Al Hakimiyyah in Approaching the Concept
of Civilisation: An Analytical Critical Study. This article explores the
concept of Al Hakimiyyah of Sayyid Qutb and how the concept influenced
his perspective of civilization by comparing the concept of Al Hakimiyyah
and Jahiliyah. The last Arabic article in this issue is The Phenomenon of
Linguistic Borrowing in The Tamil Language from The Arabic
Language. The study explores the motives for verbal linguistic
borrowing in Tamil language from Arabic language by identifying the
words according to the types of linguistic borrowing as indicated by
modern linguist, classifying the words according to topics and providing
examples of words involved in the linguistic borrowing.

The first English article in the December issue of 2023 is Marriage
Choices and Traditions among the Sri Lankan Migrant Workers in
Bahrain. The authors look into the concept family and marriage by
exploring the changes in marriage choices and traditions after migration
among Sri Lankan Migrant in Bahrain. The next English article is The
Religious Thought of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Father of the Bengali
Nation: An Analysis. This article focuses on a national figure, Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, as the authors aim to clarify his religious views and
counter misconceptions regarding his religious thought. The third article
is Implementation of Sharia Digital Payments at the Society in



Kediri City: A Technology Acceptance Model (TAM) Theory
Approach at BSI Mobile Services. This article adopts the Technology
Acceptance Model (TAM) in order to study Kediri society’s adoption of
the use of BSI Mobile Services for digital payments. Next, the Opulence
of Islam in Western Countries: A Study of Muhammad Hamidullah’s
Contributions article focuses on Muhammad Hamidullah, one of the
most influential Islamic scholars of the 20t century, by exploring his life,
writings and contributions to Islam. The fifth article is Kamal Hassan
and the Birth of IIUM: A Retrospective Survey of His Ideas. This
article focuses on Kamal Hassan by conducting a textual analysis of the
biographical and historical works regarding the great figure of the Malay
world. The last English article in this issue is Malaysia's Potential
Revolution: Embracing Gold-Backed Cryptocurrency into
International Net Settlement via Blockchain Could Transform
Economic and Financial Resilience. The authors look into the use of
fiat currency in international net settlement and explore the potential of
gold-backed cryptocurrency in improving Malaysia’s Islamic financial
system.

Lastly, the Editorial Committee of Journal of Islam in Asia would like to
congratulate all authors whose writings are published in the December
issue of 2023. May your contributions help to further flourish the field of
academia and reach wider audiences.

Editorial Committee
Journal of Islam in Asia

December 2023
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The Impact of The Good Faith of The Insured or Not on The Scope
of The Nullity Penalty in The Omani Insurance Law: A Comparative
Study

Kesan Niat Baik Tertanggung atau Tidak Tertanggung Terhadap
Skop Hukuman Pembatalan dalam Undang-Undang Insurans
Oman: Satu Kajian Perbandingan
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Abstract

This research examines the impact of the good faith of the insured party on the
scope of nullity penalties in Omani law and compares it with Jordanian and Egyptian
laws. The insured party is considered the weaker party in the insurance contract, and
since the insurance contract is considered a contract of adhesion, the insured party
cannot change the terms of the contract. Insurance companies have included special
penalties in their insurance documents, which are imposed on the insured party if they
fail to fulfill their contractual obligations. These penalties are harsh for the insured
party, and some may even result in the contract being declared null and void if the
insured party fails to fulfill their obligation to provide essential risk information or if
they violate their obligations related to the accident that is the basis for the insurance
payout. Therefore, legislation was necessary to address this issue and establish
safeguards to protect the insured party from these penalties, especially if the insured
party acted in good faith. Some legislation has stipulated the obligations of the insured
party and the special penalties that arise from non-compliance with these obligations,
but it distinguished between insured parties with good faith and those with bad faith,
providing greater protection for those with good faith. It also imposed restrictions on
the application of some special penalties, including the penalty of nullity, which is
imposed by the insurer on the insured party in the insurance contract.

Keywords: Good Faith of The Insured, Nullity Penalty, Omani Insurance Law.
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Abstrak

Makalah ini membincangkan kesan kehadiran atau ketiadaan niat baik pihak
pemegang polisi insurans terhadap lingkup hukuman kebatalan dalam undang-undang
Oman, dan dibandingkan dengan undang-undang Jordan dan Mesir. Pemegang polisi
insurans adalah pihak yang lemah dalam kontrak insurans, dan kontrak insurans
dianggap sebagai kontrak adhesi di mana pemegang polisi tidak dapat mengubah
syarat-syarat kontrak. Oleh itu, syarikat insurans sering memasukkan pemberian
tindakan khusus di dalam dokumen insurans sebagai hukuman yang akan dikenakan
kepada pemegang polisi jika dia gagal memenuhi kewajiban kontraknya. Hukuman ini
dianggap sebagai hukuman yang berat bagi pemegang polisi, termasuk hukuman
kebatalan kontrak jika pemegang polisi gagal memenuhi kewajibannya untuk
memberikan maklumat risiko asas atau jika hak pemegang polisi atas jumlah insurans
jatuh jika dia gagal memenuhi kewajiban yang berkaitan dengan kemalangan yang
memerlukan pembayaran insurans. Oleh itu, adalah penting bagi undang-undang untuk
menangani isu ini dan menetapkan pengawalseliaan dan pembatasan untuk
melindungi pemegang polisi dari hukuman ini, terutamanya jika pemegang polisi
mempunyai niat baik. Oleh itu, beberapa undang-undang memerlukan kewajipan
pemegang polisi dan hukuman yang berkaitan dengan pelanggaran kewajiban tersebut,
tetapi ia membezakan antara pemegang polisi yang mempunyai niat baik dan yang
mempunyai niat buruk dan memberikan perlindungan yang lebih besar kepada
pemegang polisi yang mempunyai niat baik. Ini termasuk hukuman kebatalan yang
dikenakan oleh pemegang polisi dalam kontrak insurans.

Kata Kunci: Niat Baik Tertanggung, Hukuman Pembatalan, Undang-Undang
Insurans Oman.
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Abstract

Islam has been growing quickly in the world, yet it is a predominately
misunderstood religion. Othering Islam through media propaganda and western
writings, and misassociating it with some assumptions are still rampant. Thus, the
researcher attempts at showing these assumptions and stereotypical prejudgments of
Islam and Muslims that are commonly associated with Western assumptions resulted
in Islamophobia and exploring the role of counter-discourses in contemporary Black-
American Fiction by analysing Umm Zakiyyah’s If I Should Speak and showing to what
extent does the novel has an important role in correcting assumptions and narrating
the Islamic facts. Thus, this article highlights Umm Zakiyyah'’s narrative of Islam’s truth
within its historical sources which are the Qur'an and the Sunnah. The paper analyses
Umm Zakiyyah’s reconsideration of Islam’s truth, by focusing on the meaning of Islam
and being a Muslim. To do so, this qualitative and non-empirical research is conducted
in a descriptive-theoretical analysis, using the selected novel as a primary source and
library and online critical materials, such as books and journal articles, as secondary
reference. Based on the analysis, it is found that Umm Zakiyyah narrates Islam and
Muslims to counter the West’s negative view on Islam. Furthermore, based on the story,
the power of Muslim self-identification within the transparent historical knowledge
based on the Quran’s perspectives leads to the conversion of Tamika Douglass, proving
that Islam can be perceived positively by non-Muslims; in this case, it is represented
within its subjectivity. It is found that the novel can be a tool of Islamic da’wah [call for
the faith]. Hence, the Muslim writers and novelists should write and attempt to Islamise
English fiction to help in solving the challenges faced by Muslims and the Ummah.

Keywords: Islamophobia, Islamic Postcolonialism, Umm Zakiyyah, Fiction, Facts.
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Abstrak

Islam telah berkembang pesat di dunia, namun ia adalah suatu agama yang sering
disalah fahami. Islam sering digambarkan sebagai suatu agama yang asing melalui
propaganda media dan tulisan barat. Islam juga kerap kali dikaitkan dengan beberapa
andaian yang tidak tepat. Oleh itu, pengkaji bagi kajian ini cuba menunjukkan andaian-
andaian serta prasangka stereotaip terhadap Islam dan umat Islam yang lazimnya
dikaitkan dengan andaian-andaian daripada pihak Barat yang mendorong kepada
Islamofobia. Kajian ini turut meneroka peranan wacana balas dalam Fiksyen
Masyarakat Kulit Hitam-Amerika kontemporari dengan menganalisis If I Should Speak
karya Umm Zakiyyah dan menunjukkan sejauh manakah novel tersebut memainkan
peranan penting dalam membetulkan andaian serta menceritakan kebenaran tentang
Islam. Artikel ini mengetengahkan naratif Ummu Zakiyyah tentang kebenaran Islam
berdasarkan sumber-sumber sejarahnya iaitu Al-Quran dan As-Sunnah. Penulisan ini
menganalisis pertimbangan semula Umm Zakiyyah terhadap kebenaran Islam, dengan
memberi tumpuan kepada makna Islam dan pengalaman menjadi seorang Muslim.
Untuk berbuat demikian, penyelidikan kualitatif dan bukan empirikal ini dijalankan
dengan menggunakan analisis deskriptif-teoretikal terhadap novel yang dipilih sebagai
sumber utama dan bahan kritikal dalam talian, seperti buku dan artikel jurnal yang
digunakan sebagai rujukan sekunder. Berdasarkan analisis, kajian ini mendapati
bahawa Ummu Zakiyyah menggambarkan Islam dan umat Islam dengan naratif yang
menentang pandangan negatif Barat terhadap Islam. Tambahan pula, berdasarkan
cerita tersebut, kuasa pengenalan diri seseorang Muslim dengan pengetahuan telus
dalam sejarah berdasarkan perspektif Al-Quran mendorong kepada kepada penukaran
agama Tamika Douglass, seterusnya, membuktikan bahawa Islam boleh dilihat secara
positif oleh bukan Islam; dalam kes ini, pandangan tersebut diwakili dalam
subjektivitinya. Kajian ini mendapati bahawa novel yang dikaji boleh menjadi alat
dakwah Islamiah [seruan akidah]. Oleh itu, penulis dan novelis Muslim harus menulis
dan mengislamkan fiksyen Inggeris untuk membantu dalam menyelesaikan cabaran
yang dihadapi umat Islam dan Ummabh.

Kata kunci: Islamofobia, Pascakolonialisme Islam, Umm Zakiyyah, Fiksyen, Fakta.
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Abstract

This study explains the meaning of translation linguistically and idiomatically, then
the meaning of tafsir linguistically and idiomatically. It continues with the interpretation of
the Noble Qur’an in the era of the Prophet (Peace and blessings be upon him), and the
interest of the Prophet (Peace and blessings be upon him) to explain the noble verses to his
companions, and the interest of the companions, followers and those who followed, and the
famous companions, followers and followers of followers in this field. This study is also
concerned with showing the first translations of the meanings of the Noble Qur’an in the
history of the continent of Europe, especially among Albanians, because little was written
and we know about it. This study will help with new information. And we concluded that
the field of interpretation and understanding the meanings of the Noble Qur’an is old since
the time of the Prophet (Peace and blessings be upon him). We also realized that the
meanings of the Noble Qur’'an were translated into European languages by non-Muslims as
well. Finally, this study recommends increasing attention and writing about understanding
the meanings of the Noble Qur’an into foreign languages, as well as into languages that have
not yet translated the meanings of the Noble Qur’an.

Keywords: Interpretation, The Holy Qur’an, Translations, Meanings, The
European Continent, Albanians, European Languages, Foreign Languages.

Abstrak

Kajian ini menjelaskan pengertian terjemahan secara linguistik dan idiomatik,
kemudian makna tafsir secara linguistik dan idiomatik. Dan dilanjutkan pada tafsiran Al-
Qur'an yang mulia pada zaman Nabi a. s., dan kepentingan Nabi a. s. untuk menjelaskan
ayat-ayat yang mulia kepada para sahabatnya, dan minat para sahabat, pengikut dan
mereka yang mengikuti, dan para sahabat yang terkenal, pengikut dan pengikut pengikut
dalam bidang ini. Kajian ini juga berkaitan dengan menunjukkan terjemahan pertama
makna Al-Quran dalam sejarah benua Eropah, terutamanya di kalangan orang Albania,
kerana sedikit yang ditulis dan kita tahu mengenainya. Kajian ini akan membantu dengan
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maklumat baru. Dan kami menyimpulkan bahawa bidang penafsiran dan pemahaman
makna Al-Qur'an yang Mulia adalah lama sejak zaman Nabi a. s. Kami juga menyedari
bahawa makna Al-Quran yang Mulia telah diterjemahkan ke dalam bahasa Eropah oleh
orang bukan Islam juga. Akhir sekali, kajian ini menyarankan untuk meningkatkan
perhatian dan penulisan tentang memahami makna Al-Qur’an Mulia ke dalam bahasa asing,
serta bahasa-bahasa yang belum menterjemahkan makna Al-Qur’an Mulia.

Kata Kunci: Tafsiran, Al-Quran, terjemahan, makna, kajian, benua Eropah, Albania,
bahasa Eropah, bahasa asing.
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Abstract

This article aims to explore how wagqif (donor) conditions are adapted from the
legal perspective (jurisprudential). This research delves into the meaning of waqif and
its relation to the conditions. This study takes into account the opinions of Hanafi,
Maliki, Shafi, and Hanbali jurists that align with the Algerian legislation. The research
employs inductive and analytical methods. The paper concludes that the process of
adapting conditions from a legal standpoint is crucial as it plays a role in determining
the fate of endowments and instils confidence in wagqifs when they donate their assets.
Moreover, it assists endowment administrations in understanding the boundaries and
regulations governing these endowments. Additionally, we propose enriching the
Algerian endowment laws by including the details about wagqif conditions for a broader
public awareness on the subject.

Keywords: Jurisprudential Adaptation, Law, Waqf, Waqif, Conditions.
Abstrak

Artikel ini mengkaji syarat-syarat waqif (penderma) dengan melihat kepada
bagaimana syarat-syarat tersebut diadaptasi daripada perspektif undang-undang.
Penulisan ini mendalami makna wagqif dan perkaitannya dengan syarat-syarat waqif.
Kajian ini mengambil kira pendapat ulama Hanafi, Maliki, Syafi, dan Hanbali sebagai
penyelarasan dengan perundangan Algeria. Penyelidikan ini dilakukan dengan
menggunakan kaedah induktif dan analitik. Kajian ini menyimpulkan bahawa proses
adaptasi keadaan daripada sudut pandang undang-undang adalah penting. Proses
adaptasi ini memainkan peranan dalam menentukan takdir wakaf dan menanamkan
keyakinan kepada wagqif apabila mereka mendermakan aset mereka. Sehubungan
dengan itu, ia membantu pengurus wakaf dalam memahami batasan dan peraturan
dalam pengurusan wakaf. Di samping itu, artikel ini mencadangkan supaya Undang-
undang Wakaf Algeria diperkaya dengan menyertakan butiran tentang syarat-syarat
wagqif bagi memupuk kesedaran awam yang lebih meluas.

Kata Kunci: Adaptasi Perundangan, Undang-undang, Wakaf, Wagqif, Syarat.
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Abstract

The question of renaissance, cultural renewal, and civilisation-building has
occupied the Ummah’s consciousness for decades. Many thinkers and scholars have
contributed to the discourse of civilisation and enriched it with ideas. Among those who
contributed and left traces in the process of civilisation discourse was Sayyid Qutb, who
presented a renaissance discourse and influenced both the theoretical and practical life
of a large segment of the people of the Islamic Ummah. This article analyses Sayyid
Qutb's perception of the concept of civilisation, and the extent to which the concepts of
al Hakimiyyah influenced his view of civilisation. The article uses the method of
induction and textual analysis to clarify Sayyid Qutb’s view of civilisation. The study
concludes that Sayyid Qutb's discussion of the concept is based on his perception
of al Hakimiyyah and its opposite, as per his view of al Jahiliyah. This view is influenced
by many factors such as the circumstances that Sayyid Qutb lived in, or his intellectual
and psychological formation. The article suggests the need to deepen the study of
Sayyid Qutb’s concept of civilisation and its application at the level of the vision of
civilisation and at the level of the possibility of its embodiment.

Keywords: Sayyid Qutb, Civilisation, Hakimiyyah, Impact, Jahiliyah.

Abstrak

Persoalan kebangkitan, pembaharuan budaya, dan pembinaan tamadun telah
menguasai kesedaran Ummah selama beberapa dekad. Ramai pemikir dan sarjana
telah menyumbang kepada wacana tamadun dan memperkayakannya dengan idea.
Antara yang memberi sumbangan dan meninggalkan kesan dalam proses wacana
ketamadunan ialah Sayyid Qutb, yang menyampaikan wacana kebangkitan yang
mempunyai ciri-ciri tersendiri dan mempengaruhi kehidupan teori dan praktikal
sebahagian besar umat Islam. Artikel ini menganalisis persepsi Sayyid Qutb tentang
konsep tamadun, dan sejauh mana konsep al Hakimiyyah mempengaruhi
pandangannya tentang tamadun. Artikel tersebut menggunakan kaedah induksi dan
analisis teks untuk menjelaskan pandangan Sayyid Qutb tentang tamadun. Ia
menyimpulkan bahawa perbincangan Sayyid Qutb tentang konsep tersebut adalah
berdasarkan persepsi beliau terhadap al Hakimyya dan kontradiksinya al Jahiliyah.
Pandangan ini dipengaruhi oleh realiti dan keadaan di mana Sayyed Qutb hidup, serta
pembentukan intelektual dan psikologinya. Artikel tersebut mencadangkan keperluan
untuk mendalami kajian tentang konsep tamadun Sayyid Qutb dan aplikasinya pada
peringkat wawasan tamadun dan pada tahap kemungkinan penjelmaannya.

Kata Kunci: Sayyid Qutb, Tamadun, Hakimiyyah, Kesan, Jahiliyah.
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Abstract

Linguistic borrowing is one of the most prominent phenomena in all the
languages. It occurs between languages through the borrowing from each other’s
linguistic elements. These can include phonetic, morphological, and grammatical
aspects, especially in terms of words, considering that this process contributes to
enriching and developing the language to which it is transferred. Against this
background, this study aims to reveal the motives for verbal linguistic borrowing in the
Tamil language from Arabic. To meet this objective, the study relies on the
observational approach, which is carried out by carefully monitoring the phenomenon
of verbal borrowing in Tamil from Arabic in linguistic interactions among Sri Lankan
Muslims. Similarly, inductive approach is used to try to trace linguistic borrowing
models included in Tamil Islamic books written in Arabic letters. The research finds
that, although there are several general reasons to linguistically borrow from one
language to another, the linguistic borrowing from Arabic to Tamil is characterized by
some particular motives. Additionally, the Tamil language borrowed some Arabic
words and utilized them exactly as they were, with no changes in form or sound, which
is known as complete borrowing. At times, the borrowed words were altered by the
Tamil phonetic system, which was known as modified borrowing.

Keywords: Linguistic Borrowing, Tamil, Arabic, Complete Borrowing,
Modified Borrowing.

Abstrak

Pinjaman bahasa adalah salah satu fenomena yang paling menonjol dalam
semua bahasa. Ia berlaku di antara bahasa-bahasa melalui pinjaman dari unsur-unsur
linguistik satu sama lain. Fenomena ini merangkumi aspek-aspek fonetik, morfologi,
dan tatabahasa terutamanya dari segi perkataan, mengambil kira bahawa proses ini
memperkaya dan membangunkan bahasa yang mana ia dipindahkan dengan
menjadikan perkataan-perkataan ini sebahagian daripada kamus bahasa penerima.
Oleh itu, kajian ini bertujuan untuk mendedahkan motif pinjaman linguistik lisan dalam
bahasa Tamil daripada bahasa Arab. Untuk mencapai matlamat ini, penyelidik
bergantung kepada pendekatan pemerhatian, yang dijalankan dengan memantau
dengan teliti fenomena peminjaman lisan dalam bahasa Tamil daripada bahasa Arab
dalam interaksi linguistik dalam kalangan umat Islam Sri Lanka. Di samping itu,
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pendekatan induktif digunakan untuk menjejak model peminjaman linguistik yang
terdapat dalam buku-buku Islam Tamil yang ditulis dalam huruf Arab. Penyelidikan ini
mendapati bahawa, walaupun terdapat beberapa sebab umum untuk meminjam secara
linguistik dari satu bahasa ke bahasa yang lain, peminjaman linguistik daripada bahasa
Arab ke Tamil disifatkan oleh beberapa motif tertentu. Bahasa Tamil meminjam
beberapa perkataan daripada bahasa Arab dan menggunakannya secara verbatim
tanpa mengubah bentuk atau sebutan asalnya. Peminjaman lengkap berlaku apabila
perkataan yang dipinjam tidak diubah oleh sistem fonetik Tamil manakala peminjaman
ubah suai berlaku apabila perkataan yang dipinjam diubah oleh sistem fonetik Tamil.

Kata Kunci: Pinjaman Bahasa, Bahasa Tamil, Bahasa Arab, Pinjaman Lengkap,
Pinjaman Diubah Suai.
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Marriage Choices and Traditions among the Sri Lankan
Migrant Workers in Bahrain

Pilihan Perkahwinan dan Tradisi dalam Kalangan Pekerja Migran
Sri Lanka di Bahrain

Mohamed I.M. Aslam*, Iyad M.Y. Eid** and Rohaiza Rokis***

Abstract

Family and marriage in Sri Lanka have endured far-reaching
changes in recent decades. Starting with the migration from Sri Lanka,
particularly after the 1970s, is one of the contributing factors in such
family changes. Given that Sri Lanka has been giving greater importance
to family and marriage, the present paper attempts to investigate
changes in marriage choices, traditions, and marital relationships due to
migration. The qualitative research method was utilized, compiling data
through semi-structured interviews with thirty Sri Lankan migrant
families using a purposive sampling technique, which was analyzed on a
thematic basis. Based on the findings, migration was the cause of change in
marital choice and traditions since migrants become economically independent
and cherish new cultures. The marriage contracts and couple matching
among migrant workers had not been spelt out their ancient traditions
of Sri Lanka, which leaned more toward love matches. The study has
identified the women who migrated as housemaids had formed families
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with Pakistani and Indian migrant workers, even accepting religious
exogamy after arriving in Bahrain based on self-desire. These migrants
concealed their personal choice and married without their parent’s
concerns and presence. The present study identified that wedlock
without proper documents caused their children to be undocumented.
Furthermore, the current study revealed that migrant workers who
married other nationalities failed to establish fruitful families as their
lives ended in divorce due to the lack of knowledge about marital
partners and cohesive relationships with them. These findings are
significant because of the dearth of literature on marriage migration
among Middle Eastern migrants and the range of post-marriage
challenges that migrants face in that particular destination. The
information explored enriches the literature with a new sociological and
empirical study.

Keywords: Migration, Sri Lankan Families, Love Marriage, The
Middle East.

Abstrak

Keluarga dan perkahwinan di Sri Lanka telah mengalami
perubahan yang meluas dalam beberapa dekad kebelakangan ini.
Penghijrahan dari Sri Lanka, terutamanya selepas 1970-an, adalah salah
satu faktor yang menyumbang kepada perubahan dalam sesebuah
keluarga. Memandangkan Sri Lanka memberikan perhatian yang tinggi
kepada keluarga dan perkahwinan, kajian ini menyelidik perubahan
dalam pilihan perkahwinan, tradisi dan hubungan perkahwinan yang
terkesan akibat penghijrahan. Kaedah kajian kualitatif telah digunakan
bagi menyusun data yang didapati melalui temu bual separa berstruktur
dengan tiga puluh keluarga migran Sri Lanka menggunakan teknik
persampelan bertujuan yang dianalisis secara tematik. Berdasarkan
dapatan kajian, penghijrahan merupakan punca kepada perubahan
dalam pilihan perkahwinan dan tradisi apabila migran menjadi bebas
dari segi ekonomi dan menerima budaya baharu. Kontrak perkahwinan
dan padanan pasangan dalam kalangan pekerja asing tidak mengikuti
tradisi Sri Lanka yang lebih cenderung kearah memilih pasangan atas
dasar cinta. Kajian ini telah mendapati bahawa wanita yang berhijrah
sebagai pembantu rumah telah membentuk keluarga bersama pekerja
asing daripada Pakistan dan India. Mereka turut menerima eksogami
agama selepas tiba di Bahrain oleh sebab keinginan diri. Golongan
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migran merahsiakan pilihan peribadi mereka dan berkahwin tanpa
penglibatan dan kehadiran ibu bapa mereka. Kajian ini mengenal pasti
bahawa perkahwinan tanpa dokumen yang betul menyebabkan anak-
anak mereka tidak mempunyai dokumen sewajarnya. Tambahan pula,
kajian semasa menunjukkan bahawa pekerja asing yang berkahwin
dengan warganegara lain gagal mewujudkan keluarga yang bahagia
kerana perkahwinan mereka sering berakhir dengan perceraian. Hal ini
kerana kurangnya pengetahuan tentang pasangan suami isteri dan
kesatuan dalam hubungan antara mereka. Dapatan daripada kajian ini
adalah penting kerana terdapat kekurangan literatur tentang
penghijrahan perkahwinan dalam kalangan migran Timur Tengah dan
cabaran-cabaran selepas perkahwinan yang dihadapi oleh migran dalam
kawasan tersebut. Maklumat yang didapati daripada kajian ini dapat
memperkaya literatur bagi kajian-kajian sosiologi dan empirikal.

Kata Kunci: Migrasi, Keluarga Sri Lanka, Perkahwinan Cinta,
Timur Tengah.

Background

The family is considered the primary social and functional unit in
all human societies, where sexual relationships are socially approved
among couples and children are nurtured until they find their own
families!. Islam portrays love and compassion as the highest objectives
of conjugal life2. Marriage is the best practice in the family in which a
family is built so as to have a harmonious relationship between men and
women. The ties that are created by marriage ensure the smooth
function of society by transmitting the culture and expanding the family
chain. However, families face far-reaching challenges in preserving
family values and ensuring family functions in the globalized world,
characterized by a market-oriented economy, liberalizing the global

! Rahul Sharma, “The Family and Family Structure Classification Redefined for the
Current Times,” Journal of Family Medicine and Primary Care 2, no. 4 (2013): 306,
https://doi.org/10.4103/2249-4863.123774.

2ar-Rim 30:21
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culture, and making imperative changes in human interactions3. Since
the global market is open, it causes increasing migration and
displacement, all of which make family changes evident.

Migration has been a rapidly growing phenomenon in recent
decades, and international migrants can be found everywhere*. Among
those migrating, Sri Lankan migrants constitute considerable in the
Asian and Middle East corridors. According to a report published by the
Sri Lankan Bureau of Foreign Employment?®, the main authoritative body
registering migrant workers, nearly 90% of workers were employed in
Middle East countries in 2018. Although the studies that tackled Sri
Lankan migrant workers have been increasing over the last three
decades, which have identified migration-related phenomena such as
migration motives®, migrants’ vulnerability in the destination’, and the
contribution of remittances to the families left behind and transnational
mothering8, most of these studies limited focusing on individual migrant
workers, mostly female migrants’ experiences®. A body of literature
based on various migration corridors has documented that binational

3 Alphonse Kasongo, “Impact of Globalization on Traditional African Religion and
Cultural Conflict,” Journal of Alternative Perspectives in the Social Sciences 2, no. 1
(2010): 309-22.

4 Hania Zlotnik, “International Migration 1965-96 : An Overview,” Population and
Development Review 24, no. 3 (1998): 429-68.

® (SLBFE, 2019)

6 Asha L. Abeyasekera, “Youth Mobility and Overseas Migration in Sri Lanka’, in The
Challenges of Youth Employment in Sri Lanka, ed. by Ramani Gunathilaka, Markus Mayer,
and Milan Vodopivec, 1st edn (Washington, D.C: The World Bank, 2010), pp. 139-68.

" P. Hewage, C. Kumara, and Jonathan Rigg, “Connecting and Disconnecting People and
Places: Migrants, Migration, and the Household in Sri Lanka,” Annals of the Association of
American Geographers 101, no. 1 (2011): 202-19,
https://doi.org/10.1080/00045608.2010.532741; Shirani Hetti Arachchi, “Violation of
Migrant Women Worker’s Rights in Middle-East,” International Journal of Arts and
Commerce 2, no. 2 (2013): 332—-47, www.ijac.org.uk.

8 Ayako Kageyama, “Extent of Poverty Alleviation by Migrant Remittances in Sri Lanka,”
South Asia Research 28, no. September 2006 (2008): 89-108,
https://doi.org/10.1177/026272800702800105; Judith Shaw, “Housemaid Remittances in
Rural Sri Lanka: Development Policy Issues,” in 17th Biennial Conference of the Asian
Studies Association of Australia (Victoria: Monash Asia Institute, 2008), 1-17; Swarna
Ukwatta, “Sri Lankan Female Domestic Workers Overseas: Mothering Their Children from
a Distance,” Journal of Population Research 27 (2010): 107-31,
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12546-010-9035-0.

® Abeyasekera, “Youth Mobility and Overseas Migration in Sri Lanka.”
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marriages between people entering the labour market have been
increasing with the increase of migration0. Furthermore, many authors
have drawn attention to the various impacts of migration on migrant
families, the marriage formalities, and the changes inside the family, such
as the husband-wife and parent-child relationships!l. Given that
researchers have paid attention to the family and its success, divorce has
received their attention, which the marriage migrants face, particularly
female migrants who alliance with other nationalities2. Sri Lankan
society is not an exception to these challenges. However, the experiences
of migrant families and marriages have not been examined either by
migration or labour researchers in Sri Lanka.

Given that Sri Lankan society gives greater importance to the
family, documenting changes in migrant families receives the foremost
attention in this research. The family has been a strong unit in Sri Lankan
culture and every society whose members are bound by legal, biological,
and emotional ties13. Society’s structure and social order are maintained
in Sri Lanka by the mainstream ethnic groups of Sri Lanka, Singhalese,
Tamils, Muslims, and Christians, by embracing legal marriage, wedding
customs and traditions#. Sri Lankan marriages are foregrounded by
cultural values and backgrounded by religious morals and law, which are
restrictive in nature. For instance, in the traditional marriage culture of
Sri Lanka, the bride and groom must obtain their parent’s consent before

10 Eleonore Kofman et al., “Introduction Issues and Debates on Family-Related Migration
and the Migrant Family: A European Perspective,” in Gender, Generations and the Family
in International Migration, ed. Eleonore Kofman et al. (Amsterdam University Press,
2011), 13-54.

1'W. A. Dumon, “Family and Migration,” International Migration 27, no. 2 (1989): 251
70, https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-2435.1989.tb00255.x.

12 K. Caarls and V. Mazzucato, “Does International Migration Lead to Divorce? Ghanaian
Couples in Ghana and Abroad,” Population 70, no. 1 (2015): 127-51,
https://doi.org/10.3917/popu.1501.0135; Jennifer E Glick, “Connecting Complex
Processes: A Decade of Research on Immigrant Families,” Journal of Marriage and
Family 72, no. 3 (2010): 498-515.

13 Bruce Caldwell, “Marriage in Sri Lanka, A Century of Change” (Australian National
University, 1992).

14 Luc Bulten et al., Contested Conjugality? Sinhalese Marriage Practices in Eighteenth-
Century Dutch Colonial Sri Lanka, Annales de Demographie Historique, vol. 135, 2018,
https://doi.org/10.3917/adh.135.0051; Caldwell, “Marriage in Sri Lanka, A Century of
Change.”
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being allowed to marry, and the cast and wealth are notable concerns?>.
Muslims are obliged to comply with the legal impediments that Islamic
law commands, such as the prohibition of polyandry!t. However, the
changing social world and the growing of non-agricultural sectors to
earn money, thus facilitating exposure to the outer world, brings
imperative changes in the family, such as self-choice of marriage partner,
delaying marriages, and exogamous marriages even with different
nationalities. Starting migration from Sri Lanka, particularly after the
1970s, is one of the contributing factors in such family changes!’.
Romantic relationships and exogamous marriages have been observed
in the migrated destinations, particularly in the Middle East. For
instance, Sri Lankan domestic workers who stay outside their
employers’ homes in Jordan keep romantic ties with male workers from
Sri Lanka, Pakistan, India, Egypt, and Bangladesh and often marry
them18,

Although the few facts related to marriages and family changes
have been highlighted, the pattern of how they form their families and
subsequent consequences due to these marriages has received less
attention in the literature. The consequences of cross-border marriage
are significant as it leads to many challenges, such as women who marry
outside of the traditional practice of arranged marriage, losing family

15 Ramesha Jayanththi, Changing Notion of Love and Sexuality of Sri Lankan Family: The
Challenges from the British Colonial Ethical Hegemony (Germany: Ruhr University of
Bochum, 2021).

16 Saleem Marsoof, “The Muslim Law of Marriage Applicable in Sri Lanka,” Law College
Law Review, no. 13 (2006): 33-52.

17 Michele Ruth Gamburd, The Kitchen Spoon’s Handle: Transnationalism and Sri Lanka’s
Migrant Housemaids (New York: New York: Cornell University Press, 2000).

18 Elizabeth Frantz, “Of Maids and Madams: Sri Lankan Domestic Workers and Their
Employers in Jordan,” Critical Asian Studies 40, no. 4 (2008): 609-38,
https://doi.org/10.1080/14672710802505323.
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support at the beginning!® and facing divorce2? and legal precarity?!
subsequently. Since Sri Lankan society has been giving greater
importance to the family and marriage, and Sri Lankans have been
migrating from the restrictive conjugial setup, it would be significant to
investigate the changes that occur in marriage choices and the marriage
formalities that migrants follow. Accordingly, taking migration as a
frame, which causes the changes in the family and challenges its smooth
running, the family is being explored in the present research. Then
Bahrain is a case history that exemplifies what has been found before
with empirical evidence that most readers unexpected.

Sri Lankan Families and Marriages

Marriage traditions among the mainstream ethnic groups in Sri
Lanka, Singhalese, Tamils, Muslims, and Christians, vary since each
ethnic community marries based on their own religious and cultural
values. Nevertheless, the common feature identified among them was
that they complied with common marriage procedures that the territory
defined as Sri Lankans. The present section attempts to accumulate the
literature on various marriage practices in Sri Lanka in order to compare
them with the migrated community.

Early writers on Sri Lankan marriage, such as Yalman (1967)22,
Leach (1966)23 and Tambiah (1966)24, have discussed Sinhalese
marriage practices and kinship patterns even from the Kandyan

19 Cecilia Menjivar and Olivia Salcido, “Immigrant Women and Domestic Violence -
Common Experiences in Different Countries,” Gender and Society 16, no. 6 (2002): 898-
920, https://doi.org/10.1177/089124302237894.

20 Gunnar Andersson, Ognjen Obué¢ina, and Kirk Scott, “Marriage and Divorce of
Immigrants and Descendants of Immigrants in Sweden,” Demographic Research 33, no. 1
(2015): 31-64, https://doi.org/10.4054/DemRes.2015.33.2.

2L Govert Bijwaard and Stijn van Doeselaar, “The Impact of Divorce on Return-Migration
of Family Migrants,” SSRN Electronic Journal, no. June 2001 (2021),
https://doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.2157994.

22 Nur Yalman, Under the Bo Tree: Studies in Caste, Kinship and Marriage in the Interior
of Ceylon. (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1967),
https://doi.org/10.2307/27994609.

23 Edmund Ronald. Leach, Pul Eliya: A Village in Ceylon. A Study of Land Tenure and
Kinship. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1961).

24§, J. Tambiah, “Kinship Fact and Fiction in Relation to the Kandyan Sinhalese,” The
Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute of Great Britain and Ireland 95, no. 2
(1965): 131, https://doi.org/10.2307/2844423.
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kingdom in central and north-central Sri Lanka. Among the Sinhalese
racial community, during the Kandyan kingdom, one of the surprising
findings was the practice of polyandry marriage, which is called ‘eka-ge-
kema’ (eating in one house), which is adding another husband into a
woman’s marital life. Sharing food among the woman'’s husbands was a
primary expected obligation of that woman in the family?>. In
polyandrous marriage rituals, husbands were quite embarrassed, thus
limiting their consolidation to land and labour instead of shared
sexuality?¢. In fact, polyandry marriage was a matter of sharing the
wealth among the family members or the mechanism to shrink the
wealth within one family. Anthropological studies that focused on
marriage practices during the eighteenth century inform that
polyandrous during that time was very rare?’. Studies conducted in the
early 1990s did not even attempt to analyze polyandrous since that
practice was nonexistent?8.  The foregone findings show that the
community was reluctant to accept polyandrous over time, and the
Singhalese marriage system changes are apparent. Similarly, Muslims
are reluctant to practice polyandry marriage since, during the
subsistence of the first marriage, a married woman cannot legally
contract a second marriage as per Islamic marriage law?°.

Polygamy was also practised among different racial communities,
but among the Singhalese, some had married sisters who were in the
same family3?, which is paradoxical with Islamic polygamy practice.
Muslims must consider the legal impediments that Islamic law has
thought when contracting any type of marriage, monogamy and
polygamy, even in Sri Lanka, which may be on account of consanguinity
or the ground of affinity and fosterage3l. Notably, Sinhalese and other
racial communities, except Muslims, cannot legally practice polygamy in
Sri Lanka. Though Islam has allowed marrying four women at a time,
[slamic teachings say that marrying a woman and her sister at a time, his

% Steven Kemper, “Polygamy and Monogamy in Kandyan Sri Lanka,” Journal of
Comparative Family Studies 11, no. 3 (1980): 299-323.

2 Kemper; Tambiah, “Kinship Fact and Fiction in Relation to the Kandyan Sinhalese.”
27 Bulten et al., Contested Conjugality? Sinhalese Marriage Practices in Eighteenth-
Century Dutch Colonial Sri Lanka.

28 Caldwell, “Marriage in Sri Lanka, A Century of Change.”

2 Marsoof, “The Muslim Law of Marriage Applicable in Sri Lanka.”

30 Kemper, “Polygamy and Monogamy in Kandyan Sri Lanka.”

31 Marsoof, “The Muslim Law of Marriage Applicable in Sri Lanka.”
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wife being then alive, and any of her paternal aunts or a woman and her
maternal aunts are forbidden32. Currently, Sri Lankan Muslims follow
the Muslim law contained in the statutory framework of the Muslim
Marriage and Divorce Act of 1951, which is consistent with the basic
principles of Islamic law and morality33. Generally, until the sixteenth
century, Sri Lankan society married based on mutual agreement and
traditional customs, and there was vagueness in identifying legal
marriages3+.

As the Portuguese and then Dutch landed in Sri Lanka from the
sixteenth century onwards, some European customs were introduced,
which were opposed to Singhalese cultural norms and traditions3>. The
customs, such as marriages through an official ceremony performed by
a church minister, which was practised from 1580 onwards, and the
European concept of illegitimacy that the Dutch introduced were
somehow strange to the Singhalese. For instance, children of women
who had married lower their cast were considered illegitimate3s. In fact,
this marriage custom was introduced indirectly to control Christian
marriage with a non-Christian and to ensure the intergenerational
transmission of feudal services attached to the land3?. Notably, Muslims
were legally forbidden to form a marriage contract with a non-Muslim
man and a marriage contract with a non-Muslim woman, except with a
woman following a revealed religion such as Christianity or Jews,
collectively known as Ahlul Kitab (people of the book)38. Besides, in the
eighteenth century, when marriage registration was introduced, this
caused many to skip undocumented marriages and marriage practices
that culture does not value. It is pertinent to note that Leach (1966)
stressed that although governmental pressure was incurred on village

32 Muslim, Sahth Muslim, ed. 1991

33 Marsoof, “The Muslim Law of Marriage Applicable in Sri Lanka.”

34 Nadeera Rupesinghe, “Navigating Pluralities Reluctantly: The Marriage Contract in
Dutch Galle,” Itinerario 42, no. 2 (2018): 220-37,
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0165115318000311.

3 Bulten et al., Contested Conjugality? Sinhalese Marriage Practices in Eighteenth-
Century Dutch Colonial Sri Lanka.

% Bulten et al.

37 Bulten et al.; Rupesinghe, “Navigating Pluralities Reluctantly: The Marriage Contract in
Dutch Galle.”

38 Marsoof, “The Muslim Law of Marriage Applicable in Sri Lanka.”
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peasantry to comply with the law, very few did so and registered their
marriages3°.

Though the Sri Lankan community’s marriages were restricted by
law to a certain respect, some cultural facts, such as couple matching,
dowry, believing in astrology or horoscope, and wedding ceremonies,
could not be restricted by any legal or political forces. The Sri Lankan
community follow various customs, which are culturally rich, based on
the ethnic community that they belong to. The typical marriage practices
that many authors agreed on was that parents arranged most marriages
for their daughters’ past puberty, and the residence type was either
based on Binna (uxorilocal) or Diga (virilocal) marriage, which lodging
the husband with the bride’s family or the wife’s residence with the
groom’s family#?. Apart from that, Sri Lankan Buddhists believe that
marrying a person by looking at astrology helps to cope with the fear of
marrying the unknown, granting a moral guarantee that marital union
will persist¥l. A study conducted among Muslims in the Kutali
community in the Monaragala district asserts that love among them is
considered inevitable in village marital choice and sometimes an
acceptable motive for marriage*2. Another ethnographic study on the
Puttalam Muslim community emphasizes that Marrikar families are still
willing to endogamy marriage practices to maintain their uniqueness*3.
The above findings show that a community cannot easily be transformed
from what it perceives as a change and its original norms.

The Sri Lankan marriage system includes dichotomous practices,
either arranged marriage, which occurs mainly with family members’
involvement, and love marriages, which start with love prior to marriage

%9 |each, Pul Eliya: A Village in Ceylon. A Study of Land Tenure and Kinship.

40 Anju Malhotra and Amy Ong Tsui, “Marriage Timing in Sri Lanka: The Role of Modern
Norms and Ideas,” Journal of Marriage and the Family 58, no. 2 (1996): 476,
https://doi.org/10.2307/353511.

41 Asha L Abeyasekera, “From ‘ Arranged ’ to ¢ Choice * Changing Marriage Practices in
Contemporary Sri Lanka,” in Rethinking Kinship and Marriage in Sri Lanka: Gender,
Intimacy, and Change Workshop, 2015, 1-37.

42 Victor C. De Munck, “Love and Marriage in a Sri Lankan Muslim Community: Towards
a Reevaluation of Dravidian Marriage Practices,” American Ethnologist 23, no. 4 (1996):
698-716.

43 M.S.M Anes, History and Life Style of Muslims of Puttalam, 1st ed. (Colombo: Kumaran
Book House, 2009).
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and end with marriage with or without concern of the parents#4.
However, marriage based on love or personal choice was not a solitary
practice in society. Families’ involvement in traditional marriages in Sri
Lanka was vital. In this traditional marriage culture of Sri Lanka, the
bride and groom must obtain their parent’s consent before being allowed
to marry, and the cast and wealth are notable concerns#>. Furthermore,
the couples’ freedom to choose partners was restricted to the interest of
their paternal kin group, where marrying outside one’s cast group was
unimaginable#t. Even in love marriages, if the matter was informed to
the parents, the young couple would step back, allowing their parents to
negotiate marriage-related matters, including the marriage ceremony*’.
Even though sexual activities and love life were practised before and
after Sri Lankan colonization, early marriages were not purely a
romantic decision*8. Instead, it was a family strategy and matter of
inheritance issue in which the family counteracted property
fragmentation by allowing cross-cousins to marry#°.

In the changing social world, Sri Lankan society has changed from
a family and community-centred to an individualistic one where
individuals choose their marriage partners based on their skills,
education, and jobs®. Increasingly, a young woman’s marriage in Sri
Lanka depends more on her own ability and choice than relying on her

4 Anuja P. Premawardhena et al., “Marriage Patterns in Sri Lanka and the Prevalence of
Parental Consanguinity in Patients with 3-Thalassaemia: A Cross-Sectional Descriptive
Analysis,” Journal of Biosocial Science 52, no. 4 (2020): 573-84,
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0021932019000658.

45 Jayanththi, Changing Notion of Love and Sexuality of Sri Lankan Family: The
Challenges from the British Colonial Ethical Hegemony.

46 Bulten et al., Contested Conjugality? Sinhalese Marriage Practices in Eighteenth-
Century Dutch Colonial Sri Lanka; Jayanththi, Changing Notion of Love and Sexuality of
Sri Lankan Family: The Challenges from the British Colonial Ethical Hegemony.

47 Asha L. Abeyasekera, “Narratives of Choice: Marriage, Choosing Right and the
Responsibility of Agency in Urban Middle-Class Sri Lanka,” Feminist Review 113, no. 1
(2016): 1-16, https://doi.org/10.1057/fr.2016.3.

48 Bulten et al., Contested Conjugality? Sinhalese Marriage Practices in Eighteenth-
Century Dutch Colonial Sri Lanka; Caldwell, “Marriage in Sri Lanka, A Century of
Change.”
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50 Caldwell, “Marriage in Sri Lanka, A Century of Change.”



Marriage Choices and Traditions among the Sri Lankan Migrant  pJe}3
Workers in Bahrain

family>1. A recent study by Udalagama®2 on the marital conflict in Sri
Lanka has explored that due to love affairs, even during school time,
women’s family, most of the time, is reluctant to accept such affairs, thus
causing them to elope and get merry. It is quite evident that the modern
changes among the urban middle-class women in Sri Lanka in which
young women emphasize the self as the principal navigator of their life
course, including determining their life partner, narrating it as their
inner desire rather than social expectation®3. In this process, some
families no longer prevent love marriages, but when couples choose
their partners by their own choices, they are not obliged to take any
responsibility if anything goes wrong>4. Furthermore, parents have been
more concerned that love marriages would end in cross-cast or cross-
religion marriages>s.

Self-choice of marriage partner, women'’s economic liberality, and
nuclear families are three pathways absent in the marriage history of Sri
Lanka and are modern experiences. Since the non-agricultural type of
employment is increasing, thus causing males and females to be exposed
to the outer world, love marriage become the norm in society>¢. As per
the studies, the emerging nuclear rather than extended-family type is
another notable reason why autonomous mate selection and romantic
love are more prevalent in society>’. On the other hand, a woman’s
increasing pressure of the obligations in the nuclear family setup, finding
a job before the marriage, and accumulating dowry on her own has

51 Bruce Caldwell, “The Family and Demographic Change in Sri Lanka,” Health Transition
Review 6, no. Supplement. The Shaping of fertility and mortality declines: the
contemporary demographic transition (1996): 45-60; Abeyasekera, “Narratives of Choice:
Marriage, Choosing Right and the Responsibility of Agency in Urban Middle-Class Sri
Lanka.”

52 Udalagama (2021)

53 Abeyasekera, “Narratives of Choice: Marriage, Choosing Right and the Responsibility of
Agency in Urban Middle-Class Sri Lanka.”

% Caldwell, “The Family and Demographic Change in Sri Lanka.”

% John Caldwell et al., “Is Marriage Delay a Multiphasic Response to Pressures for
Fertility Decline? The Case of Sri Lanka,” Journal of Marriage and Family 51, no. 2
(1989): 337-51.

% Caldwell et al.

5" Gary R Lee and Lorene Hemphill Stone, “Mate-Selection Systems According to Family
Criteria :,” Journal of Marriage and Family 42, no. 2 (1980): 319-26.
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received increasing attention, all of which sometimes delay the marriage
at her proper age>s.

From the beginning to date, Sri Lankan marriages seem rigid in
terms of marriage choice and agreement, following formalities of
marriage, and considering legal impediments to the marriage. According
to the reviewed literature, the Sri Lankan community always resorts to
formal marriages to start their family life, which the culture values.
However, changes in the family structure and earning opportunities
outside the country change the traditional marriage practices and need
to be spelt out as the community expects, which has received primary
focus in this particular research.

Framing Marriages Based on Migration

Migration is the growing passage that prompts migrants to
become economically independent, accumulate whatever amount they
want for dowry and marriage, and be ready to marry on their choice,
even finding a life partner other than one’s birth country. In the migrated
destinations, binational marriages between people of native origin and
migrants entering the labour market with the intention of marrying have
been on the rise5?. Some marriages between native people and migrants
happen intending to settle in the migrated destinations. For instance,
skilled labour migrants who enter Hong Kong, Korea, Singapore, and
Taiwan are more interested in staying longer and exploring new lives,
despite their economic prosperity, in order to find a spouse to settle
permanently in the host country®0. As cited in Shanghai, such
intermarriages are often associated with maximizing wealth and social
status®l. Similarly, an empirical study noted that single mothers from the
Philipines migrated to France as domestic workers and married native

%8 Malhotra and Tsui, “Marriage Timing in Sri Lanka: The Role of Modern Norms and
Ideas.”

% Kofman et al., “Introduction Issues and Debates on Family-Related Migration and the
Migrant Family: A European Perspective.”

9 'Wei Jun Jean Yeung and Zheng Mu, “Migration and Marriage in Asian Contexts,”
Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, 2020,
https://doi.org/10.1080/1369183X.2019.1585005.

61 James Farrer, “From ‘Passports’ to ‘Joint Ventures’: Intermarriage between Chinese
Nationals and Western Expatriates Residing in Shanghai,” Asian Studies Review 32, no. 1
(2008): 7-29, https://doi.org/10.1080/10357820701870742.
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sponsors by expecting a better life for their families and a promising
future for their children®2. Given that women are growing as economic
providers in Vietnamese society, they expect better marriage prospects,
mainly by choosing potential grooms in Taiwan, even with the help of the
family®3. Such married migrant women in Taiwan and South Korea act as
a bride for their foreign partners and breadwinners to the family they
migrated from®4.

Another set of literature deals with the marriages between
second-generation immigrants and someone from their parent’s native
country?®s, as studies have identified British Pakistani Muslims who were
married to a spouse from their parents’ or grandparents’ native
country®®, British-born Pakistani and Bangladeshi women marry men
back home, probably a cousin, with traditional Pakistani or Bangladeshi
culture, such as expecting more responsibilities to be done by women at
home and restrictions on engaging in labour force participation outside
the home®’. Besides these cultural preferences, it is further evident, as
found in Belgium on partner choices among men and women of Turkish,
Algeria, Morocco, Tunisia, Panjabi Sikh, as well as Pakistan and Albania,
that occurs with their own desires and preferences®®. Given that the

82 Asuncion Fresnoza-Flot, “Beyond Migration Patterns- Understanding Family Reunion
Decisions of Filipino Labour and Thai Marriage Migrants in Global Reproductive
Systems,” Migration Studies 6, no. 2 (2018): 205-24,
https://doi.org/10.1093/migration/mnx038.
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(2011): 59-77, https://doi.org/10.1177/0011392110385970.

% Hee Kang Kim, “Marriage Migration between South Korea and Vietnam: A Gender
Perspective,” Asian Perspective 36, no. 3 (2012): 531-63,
https://doi.org/10.1353/apr.2012.0020; Bélanger and Linh, “The Impact of Transnational
Migration on Gender and Marriage in Sending Communities of Vietnam.”

% Helga Eggebg and Jan-Paul Brekke, “Family Migration and Integration: The Need for a
New Research Agenda,” Nordic Journal of Migration Research 9, no. 4 (2019): 425-44,
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57 Angela Dale and Sameera Ahmed, “Marriage and Employment Patterns amongst UK -
Raised Indian, Pakistani, and Bangladeshi Women,” Ethnic and Racial Studies 34, no. 6
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marriage migrations in these contexts relate to native-born sponsors or
with already settled migrants, studies by far analyze the integration and
assimilation issues and labour force participation of newly arrived
spouses®?,

The third form of marriage occurs between migrant workers who
are from different nationalities in the host country, which is the
temporary destination for them. The causes of such marriages have
received less attention in the literature. According to certain reports,
love relationships between migrants from different nationalities end in
marriage. Studies often explore love marriages as a transitional phase in
the structure of forming families?0. Such romantic relationships that
ended in marriage have been found among Sri Lankan migrant workers
in Jordan’1, In this transitional phase, some women in Jordan decided to
live away from their employers, experiencing more freedom, including
sexual encounters with male coworkers. Furthermore, domestic
workers outside their employers’ homes keep romantic ties with male
workers and often marry them?’2. Most of the migrants who engage in
cross-border marriages are most vulnerable and economically
deprived?s.
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The above literature so far shows all kinds of marriages that take
place in the migrated destination itself. Apart from that, migrants take
migration as a means to accumulate money and settle in the country
again after marriage or sometimes repeat migration. As per the forgone
studies, forming families in the migrated destination happens for various
purposes, such as permanent settlement and as a temporary economic
remedy. The structure of forming a family in these destinations occurs
through family support or self-choices, probably love marriages. It was
pertinent to inquire whether migration and marriage were related,
particularly changes in forming families and challenges they face
subsequently, and if so, what factors were involved, which is the frame
for the present analysis.

Methodology

Study Approach and Sample

The present qualitative research on Sri Lankan migrant families
has applied the case study method. Bahrain is the case history that
exemplifies the Marriage pattern of Sri Lankan migrants. Qualitative
research is a strategically conducted argument about the shifting context
and situation in which the researcher interacts, and the investigation
takes place’. The approach merely involves studying the social or
human problem in a natural setting”>. Throughout the investigation, the
researcher used this approach to understand the multifaceted pattern of
the migration of families during their transitional period in Bahrain,
examining the structure of forming families among Sri Lankan migrant
workers and the range of challenges that migrant workers faced during
and after marriages in the destination country.

The informants of the present study were 30 breadwinners of the
family who had resided with families in Bahrain for more than six
months. The Kingdom of Bahrain is reported as one of the region’s
wealthiest countries. It competes in oil exports with other oil-exporting
countries in the region and employs labour from the South Asian

74 Jennifer Mason, Qualitative Researching, 2nd edn (Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE
Publications, Inc., 2002).

5 Norman K Denzin and Yvonna S Lincoln, The Sage Handbook of Qualitative Research,
3rd ed. (Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE Publications, Inc., 2005).
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region’®. Sri Lankan migrants have been migrating to Bahrain since the
late 1970s. By 2018, the total departure of Sri Lankan migrant workers
to Bahrain was 292277, First, migrant families were identified with the
help of Darul Iman Bahrain, a welfare organization for Sri Lankans. Then,
the sample was collected using the purposive sampling method and
snowball technique, which enabled the selection of unique informants
who were informative and helped with other cases. Accordingly, Table 1
shows the characteristics of the informants from whom data were
collected.

Table 1 Characteristics of the Informants

Interview group Category Participants
Marriage migrants Marriages during migration 20
Married to other 08
nationalities 12
Marreid to Sri Lankans 10
Reunited families
Families Families with children 27
Divorcee 05
Breadwinners Male 17
Female 13
Ethnicity Muslims 22
Sinhalese 05
Tamils 03
Visa holders Documented migrants 19
Undocumented migrants 11
Employees Skilled and Middle-Skilled 16
workers 15
Low-skilled workers and
Housemaids
n=30

Informants included those who formed families after their
migration and families reunited in Bahrain. The present study reported
that 20 of the migrants’ marriages happened during the migration;
among them, eight migrants married to nationalities other than Sri
Lankans, such as Pakistani or Indian workers. Three families had left

6 Graeme Hugo, ‘International Migration and Development in Asia’, in 8th International
Conference of the Asia Pacific Migration Research Network on the Theme of ‘Migration,
Development and Poverty Reduction’ (Fuzho, China, 2007), pp. 1-18.

77 (SLBFE, 2019)
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their children behind, and the rest of the families lived with one and two
or three children in Bahrain. Interview responses were collected from
male and female breadwinners, who were the primary economic
providers of their families. According to interview responses, there were
22 Muslims; five were Sinhalese, and three were Tamils. During the
interview, 11 families had lost their valid resident passes, and their
families were undocumented. Among the participants, most of the low-
skilled workers engaged in precarious jobs, such as maids, babysitting,
taxi riders, security guards, and daily paid work. Their families had been
in Bahrain for more than two years. Among the skilled and middle-skilled
workers, interview responses were taken from quantity surveyors,
assistant accountants, IT designers, and various categories in
administrative divisions. After the interviews with 26 informants, the
researcher received repeated information that reflected that data
saturation was achieved.

Data Collection

In-depth interviews, which lasted an average of 45 minutes, were
conducted from August 2020-August 2021 with migrant families using a
semi-structured questionnaire. The present research used an online
platform, such as Zoom and WhatsApp, with the informants’ consent due
to COVID-19 pandemic restrictions. In the online platform, the recording
process was convenient and was done with prior approval from
participants. Furthermore, as mentioned in research ethics, the
participants were informed about the potential risks, benefits, nature of
the research, and the right to withdraw from the interview?7s.
Furthermore, the confidentiality assurance and participant anonymity
protection were clearly explained. Then, each participant’s willingness
to take partin the interview was taken by giving the consent form to sign.
Accordingly, informants’ identity and information confidentiality were
protected at every research step. While building trust between the
researcher and participants, the project was summarised in layperson’s
terms as much as informants need before meeting in an interview. The
researcher was accompanied by his spouse in the discussion, as some
Muslim women were restricted from meeting male strangers without
husbands or close male guardians (Mahram in the Arabic language).

8 Howard Lune and Bruce L. Berg, Qualitative Research Methods for the Social Sciences,
9th ed. (Pearson Education Limited, 2017).
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These ethical processes helped to build trust between the researcher and
the informants.

Data Analysis

A thematic approach, a digital method (ATLAS.ti), was used to
present the findings. First, recorded interviews were transcribed and
checked concerning what the participants exactly meant. Then, the data
were analyzed by organizing categories on the basis of themes. Finally,
narratives and detailed interpretations of the cases come under the
theme topics to cover some surprising information and exciting
concepts.

Findings

A shift of marriage choice and formalities and subsequent
consequences were incorporated in the broad framework of migration,
which were narrated supporting the evidence collected from Sri Lankan
marriage migrants. Accordingly, the following section presents the
findings based on three subthemes: the marriage choice, which explains
the shift from arranged to love marriages; marriages from different
nationalities, which narrates binational marriage in which migrants
were involved and its consequences; marriage formalities, which to
explain the legal impediments that migrants faced.

Marriage Choice

In this theme, marriage choice among the Sri Lankans was
illustrated within the framework of migration, thus explaining how
migrants narrated their life stories when selecting future life partners as
part of their transitional life. Through the migration, they gained what
they had lost in their native country in terms of economy, freedom, and
exposure to modernity. Thus, many decisions were made by migrants
since they were far from the social support that they had before their
migration, such as parental involvement in family matters, thus causing
them to go ahead with bringing the self as a principal navigator in their
marriage choice. Although ‘whether’ to marry was decided by migrants,
‘to whom they to marry’ was still influenced by their parents in an
arranged marriage. Raheem, for instance, migrated to Bahrain after
finishing his Advance Level (A/L) examination to earn money in a
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productive working environment, and he narrated that after four years
of working, he accumulated what he wanted and built his own house,
after which he initiated consulting his parents about the marriage.
According to his narration, his parents suggested a cross-cousin to
marry, and eventually, he did so. He said:

When 1 built my own house, I showed my intention to
marriage to my parents. They didn’t refuse it, but they said to
marry one of my cuisines--my mother’s brother’s daughter-. |
accepted. (Interview with Raheem)

Interviewees’ responses revealed that migrants were anxious when they
decided to marry as they wanted to satisfy their parents and relatives
regarding their choice and to fulfil the responsibility ahead of them.
According to Thsan’s story, father and son worked together in Bahrain,
and both of their earnings were shared in family expenses. Then, cutting
off one’s earnings in the family would cause an expenditure burden. Such
families had lengthy negotiations on marriage decisions. Ihsan was only
24 years old, worked as an accountant, and married a Sri Lankan bride
with his family’s support. This discussion and family support were
possible since he had developed a prolonged relationship with his family.
He said:

Partially, I was spending on my family, such as paying utility
bills and food expenses. When I decided to marry since I had
a job with satisfactory earnings, I was afraid about how [
could contribute to my parents. After the discussion with my
parents, my father said to stay with them since my sister had
yet to marry. (Interview with lhsan)

In an arranged marriage, family involvement was inevitable, and parents
were more concerned about following traditional marriage practices,
such as representation in the marriage decision by giving more
suggestions. Thus, migrants made their decisions carefully without
disturbing their relationships with their family and kin. In some families,
though these women had their own expectations, they accepted their
parents’ suggestions instead of contrasting with them because of the
respect they had for their parents. Sarah’s case was evident that her
cross-cousin and his family were chasing her. According to her narration,
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her father was anxious that he would not be able to give her marriage
since she was working abroad. She said:

My father is important to me. He did everything for me and
my sisters after his divorce. Then I let to decide my father.
Since my husband was his sister’s son, he accepted him. |
knew he was under pressure since my age passed, and he
feared that no one would marry a girl who worked abroad.
(Interview with Sarah)

[t was evident that female migrants had less power to reveal their
marriage decisions to their parents, although they had economic power.
One apparent reason they stepped back was that the family depended on
their earning. These females acted as primary breadwinners to their
families, but their parents were still the decision-makers, which affected
otherwise. In some cases, parents were reluctant to leave their daughters
to act according to their desires. Sheema, a housemaid, said:

When I told my parents I wanted to marry, they did not
happily accept it. Instead, they said to wait another two
years. (Interview with Sheema)

Some women were not concerned about the consequences of their
marriage choice on family respect and cohesion. Discarding parents’
decisions happened most probably in love marriages, which have been
increasing among migrants. According to case history, Rubini married a
Sri Lankan because of love, thus causing her family to act totally against
her marriage. Notable, when she migrated to Bahrain, she was not
romantically connected to anyone. The love story began once she had
economic power, which her village friend witnessed. She had this to say:

I had enough money in my hand. I said to my mom about my
boyfriend, who knows me well. She refused to marry without
knowing any of his background. But I married him.
(Interview with Rubini)

Even though marriage choices among the male and female
workers had some freedom because of their economic power, the way
they negotiated their decisions with family differed. This first cohort
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most probably preferred marriages in their native country. Thus,
negotiating their decision with their parents was inevitable. Those who
preferred the arranged marriage had to accept their parents’
suggestions, who sometimes allowed only cross-cousin marriage and
insisted on practising an extended family setup. Females participating in
this study revealed that their say in marriage choice was less, thus
causing them to rely on their parents’ decisions. Giving female children
marriages when they reach marriageable age is a common tradition in
Sri Lankan culture. However, according to the informants, some parents
delayed their daughters’ marriages to sustain the economic benefit that
they received from them. Female migrants who wanted to break this
barrier contracted love marriages, discarding their parents’ decision, as
found in Rubini’s case. Apart from that, migrants had the choice to marry
migrant workers from different nationalities or native sponsors, which
was discussed in the following theme.

Marriage from Different Nationalities

A minority of migrants accepted marriages with other
nationalities. The marriages that happened between Sri Lankan migrant
workers and other nationalities from various countries represented how
the marriages were then and now. These marriages mostly happen
because of self-choices stem from initiating a romantic relationship. In
fact, there was no other basis for their marriages, such as education or
economy, but love and affection. Those migrants formed families with
Pakistani and Indian migrant workers. Their families and sponsors never
knew the relationship they forged in the destination country. Such
marriage relationships occurred in various circumstances. According to
Sama, she was a housemaid, and her marriage happened due to her
affection for an Indian. Her relationship with the Indian migrant worker
secretly continued for a certain period via phone calls. She said:

One day, I received a call from a number. He was an Indian

worker. Our conversation continued for a certain period, and

we started to love each other. No one knows about our

marriage that happened here [Bahrain]. After a period, 1

brought him to Sri Lanka and took a wedding party.

(Interview with Sama)

Zameela, she was a housemaid, said:
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I married an Indian vegetable seller in the Manama market
due to our long relationship. (Interview with Zameela)

In another case, Nisa forged a relationship with an Indian worker
who was a driver in the same house. Eventually, she eloped with him to
stay outside the sponsor’s home just one year after her arrival.

One year, I worked in my first home. Then, I eloped with the
person who worked at the same house as a house driver
(Indian). (Interview with Nisa)

Migrants’ secret bond lasted a certain period, probably less than
one year, over the telephone, which was unknown or was not informed
to their parents. Migrants knew the consequences would occur as a
result of their rash decisions, thus deteriorating their family honour and
cohesion. For instance, when Marry talked about her decision to marry
an Indian, she wept and said: ‘My mom was not happy’. Thus, migrants
attempted to keep their marriage forever secret without expecting any
support from their parents. However, the regular connection with their
parents did not allow them to deceive their parents. Few of them tried to
console their parents regarding their choice, which ended
unsuccessfully, which worsened their relationship with their parents.
Emphatically, they said that ‘we missed the blessing of our parents’, that
they could not buy from their money. For instance, Jazeera and Nisa,
Muslim migrants, said: we married without our parents’ Dua (prayers).

During formal marriages in Sri Lanka, checking the partner’s
background would occur, in which families formally visit the groom’s
and bride’s families or gather information from the village mates”°.
However, housemaids had a lack of freedom to go outside the sponsors’
homes and physically meet their romantic partners several times, thus
limiting knowing much of their background that their parents would
check in the arranged marriage, which reflected in their narratives. In
Simaya’s case, she said: [ knew him (her Pakistani friend) by his voice.
Similarly, Jazeera said: ‘My husband did not return from vacation, then

8 Yalman, Under the Bo Tree: Studies in Caste, Kinship and Marriage in the Interior of
Ceylon.; Abeyasekera, “Narratives of Choice: Marriage, Choosing Right and the
Responsibility of Agency in Urban Middle-Class Sri Lanka.”
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only I contacted his family in India and got to know he was already married
and had children’. Both Simaya and Jazeera said their husbands deceived
and divorced them. These divorces or separations, which occurred
mainly due to the lack of options they had to check them or wrong
choices, were not an exception among the migrant women who married
other nationalities. According to Nisa’s case, her first husband was an
alcoholic and left her when she was expecting her second baby. She
narrated her story as follows:

Every day, he fought with me. He came to the home with an
empty pocket but full of a drinking smell. I did know much
about him. When I was pregnant, he left me alone and went
to India. (Interview with Nisa)

During this shift from arranged to love marriages, some migrants
compromised cross-religious marriages. For instance, Sheema, a
Buddhist girl, married a Hindu migrant worker. However, her parents
did not formally approve her to continue her marital life. She expressed:

Only a few months later, my parents knew about my
marriage here. They refused to accept me and my alliance
with a Hindu groom. (Interview with Sheema)

Similarly, Nisa had chosen a Hindu groom while she practices
Islam. Her only intention was to scrutinize what she desired in her
marriage choice. According to her narration, her husband later
converted to Islam, which she followed. She opined: ‘I thought of
marrying him but did not care about his religion. Later, he changed his
religion to Islam.” As per Muslims, religious endogamy was vital, which
the religion insists on following, while non-Muslim migrants’ choices to
marry religious exogamy were incompatible with their parent’s
expectations and the culture they followed. For this reason, Sheema’s
family rejected her marriage.

Evidence collected from migrant workers portrayed those women
who migrated as housemaids and had formed families with other
nationalities after arriving in Bahrain. None of them migrated from Sri
Lanka, intending to marry another migrant worker in Bahrain or a native
Bahraini. Moreover, evidence showed that the traditional Sri Lankan
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marriage culture and the couple matching did not exist in these
marriages. During the interview, the cross-questions were asked about
the formalities they followed during the marriage, such as marriage
ceremonies, marriage registration, and family and kin presence.

Marriage Formalities

The above themes so far outlined all kinds of heterosexual
alliances as marriage without explaining the validity of their marriages.
In the present theme, marriages were identified as not following the
basic formalities, which eventually brought various consequences to the
family. Marriages that took place in the country of origin in the presence
of parents followed the marriage formalities according to their culture.
Forinstance, Nazim’s marriage was arranged by his parents when he was
in Bahrain. Thus, his marriage ceremony was held in the presence of
family, relatives, and friends, complying with Islamic marriage law.
According to his narration, three ceremonies took place: one was Nikah,
where the bride did not participate, in which he expressed his approval
for the marriage to her father, offered dower money (mahar) and signed
the marriage registration. Second, he attended the marriage feast given
by Brid’s family, and then finally, he offered Waleema, which is the feast
given by the groom. He uttered:

I was busy with three ceremonies during my marriage:
Nikah, wedding, and Waleema. Once [ approved the
marriage, I gave Mahar in the form of money and jewellery,
then signed in the registration. (Interview with Nazim)

However, the marriages that happened in the host country followed only
some of the formalities. Since some migrants were abroad for a long time,
they thought rejuvenating the Sri Lankan culture in their marriage
ceremonies was unnecessary. According to them, marriage was an
ordinary life event. For instance, Sama brought her husband to Sri Lanka
to hold a ceremonial marriage because of family pressure. Before that,
her marriage took place in Bahrain with only the marriage registration.
She said:

Why do I need to spend a lot of money on marriage? Simply,
we did that. For us, a marriage certificate was important. We
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had a wedding party in Sri Lanka because my family insisted
on doing that. (Interview with Sama)

Some migrant women contracted marriages with other nationalities
without the approval of their parents and did not hold a ceremonial
marriage, such as Nikah, which is to prove their marriage evidence with
the assistance of a marriage certificate. Most of their marriages
happened in agreeing with one another. For instance, Jazeera said: I just
agreed to marry him when he asked me. Registering the marriages and
obtaining the marriage certificate were vital in abroad marriages since it
is required to prepare the other documents, such as birth certificates for
their children and passports. In-depth interviews showed why some
omitted to register their marriages was their illegal stay. Marriages
without a valid visa were challenging to register with a legitimate
marriage certificate. Therefore, these couples remained silent without
informing their respective Embassies of their nuptials regarding their
marriages, fearing deportation if the embassy informed the police about
their illegal stay. For example, Marry stated:

We still need to register our marriage and get the marriage
certificate from the embassy of Sri Lanka. We were scared to
go there without a valid visa as they would report us to the
police. (Interview with Marry)

The issue of documents appeared in a chain, one after another.
First, some women who became pregnant while they did not have a visa
and marriage certificate avoided hospitalization, forcing them to give
birth at home or were hospitalized under fabricated identity cards. As a
result, the children born at home or under fabricated documents lost
their birth certificates, which made it difficult to prepare travel
documents. For example, Jazeera had three children, and two out of
three were born at home because of legal fear. She said:

All three kids do not have passports or even proper birth
certificates. No one knows about their birth at home. I was
scared to go to the hospital because of the visa. (Interview
with Jazeera)
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In Nisa’s case, she was hospitalized to give birth but under a
fabricated identity card because she did not have a marriage certificate
and visa, which caused her to be in police custody. She said:

It was a critical time. I was suffering to give birth. Then a
family hospitalized me under another lady’s document. Then
the police caught me. I was there for 45 days. (Interview with
Nisa)

The open discussion revealed that parents failed to prepare
passports and birth certificates for their children because of their
inability to prove their marriages. Parents must produce their valid
marriage certificates and birth certificates for both parents and children
to the immigration to process the travel documents, which should be
certified by the embassy of their respective countries. According to Nisa,
her two children were born to her first husband without a marriage
certificate, thus causing her to skip preparing the travel documents for
her children. She stated that:

I could not apply for a passport for my two children because
I don’t have a marriage certificate to prove my first
marriage. (Interview with Nisa)

It was a challenge for the children who lost their parents in the
host country before preparing their passports with proof of their
citizenship in their parents’ native countries. For example, Simaya said:

The embassy requires submitting proper documents to prove
our parent’s marriage, which is difficult for us to find it now.
(Interview with Simaya)

The marriage formalities they were supposed to follow in the
migrated destination were rational and were not taken as serious
matters by the migrants in the present findings. Particularly, marriage
registration that some migrants ignored resulted in identifying them as
married couples and legitimating their children.
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Discussions

Migrants, when they are of marriageable age, are expected to
make the right decision in their marriage by choosing the right partner.
In that, migrants use dichotomous practices: arranged and love
marriages. The present research found that male children in the family
had more say in an arranged marriage, while female children had less
power in initiating their marriages. Thus, love marriages were taken to
scrutinize their desire or break the barriers of parents’ dominance in the
decision-making. Love marriages, which female workers preferred, were
initiated not only without their parents’ consent but also they married
without their parents’ presence, which is a rare practice in the Sri Lankan
marriage system. Even in love marriages, in the changing culture of the
Sri Lankan community, parents accept love couples and are involved in
marriage-related matters, such as marriage negotiations and
participation in the marriage ceremony®’. Family cohesion and
relationships should not be worsened because of these marital choices.
Thus, as found in the literature, the parents are responsible for
normalizing the situation by agreeing to deal with the love as an
arranged marriage, where their descendants take love as a prime part of
their marriage decision, thus preserving family respect and cohesion®.
Of course, migrants must weigh the impacts of portraying what they
desire, which is against their family’s honour. A person’s actions are
accountable to groups they are assumed to belong to, such as a family,
kin and community82. Further, the family is a negotiable institution
where individual and collective matters are discussed. Thus, each family
member must contemplate what they have been doing in contrast to
their responsibilities.

The family is responsible for allowing the male children to marry
themselves and giving marriages to their female children, which does not
mean that parents must show power over women. Al-quran says ‘to

8 Bulten et al., Contested Conjugality? Sinhalese Marriage Practices in Eighteenth-
Century Dutch Colonial Sri Lanka.

81 Henrike Donner, “One’s Own Marriage’: Love Marriages in a Calcutta Neighbourhood,”
South Asia Research 22, no. 1 (2002): 79-94,
https://doi.org/10.1177/026272800202200104.

82 perveez Mody, The Intimate State: Love Marriage and the Law in Delhi (Routledge,
2008).
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arrange marriages between the single men and women’s3, and more
specifically, it commands eligible men to marry of their choice since he is
the caretaker over the woman8*. Traditionally, the Sri Lankan
community is concerned about their female children’s marriages.
Abeyasekera8> found that parents wept when talking about their
unmarried daughters, which shows that they overwhelmingly feel the
burden of unmarried children as they have failed to fulfil their primary
obligation to them. In contrast to Abeyasekera, some women’s marriages
were delayed because of families’ economic dependency on migrant
women and the decision-making power of parents over women. When
economics becomes more important than tradition, the parents delay
marital decisions and approval, as observed in the case of Sheema. The
obvious reason is that female family members are pooled to participate
in the labour market to maximize the family economy®8¢. Thus, until the
family’s economy reaches the expected point, the family is reluctant to
leave female migrants from the family.

The present study found that marriage contracts and couple
matching among migrant workers revealed that their ancient traditions
had not been spelt out, which leaned more toward love matches apart
from the traditional ethnic and cast-based matches and continued
without legal marriage agreements. Caldwell and Udalagama?®’ argued
that the younger generation gives more priority to their self or inner
desire in determining their life courses, including marriage. Thus, the
changes in marriage among the migrant workers were expected;
however, it was rather surprising to find weddings that the culture does
not value. For instance, as reported in the current study, marrying
another one by deceiving a family born by him or entertaining a woman
in the destination for a particular time and deceiving her in order to join
with an already married partner in the origin country are destructive of
the family system. This destructing family system must be gotten rid of
by employing moral values in society. Furthermore, families in Sri Lanka

8 ar-Nir 30:21

8 an-Nisa 4:3

8 Abeyasekera, “Narratives of Choice: Marriage, Choosing Right and the Responsibility of
Agency in Urban Middle-Class Sri Lanka.”

8 Ukwatta, “Sri Lankan Female Domestic Workers Overseas: Mothering Their Children
from a Distance.”

87 Caldwell (1992) and Udalagama (2021)
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are not willing to allow inter-religious marriages, which probably occur
in love marriages®8. In the present study, even among the Muslim
community, the acceptance of inter-religious marriage was observed,
which their parents did not approve. Thus, again, negotiating their
decision with the family to get their concern in their marriage becomes
important, which would further eliminate the epithet ‘Arabic good’,
which indicates that they are sexually promiscuous women, that was
given to migrating women from Sri Lanka over the years®°.

In the present study, two important distress were found in love
marriages, particularly among the migrants who forged relationships
with other nationalities: one because of a lack of knowledge about a
marital partner, which led to divorce and separation, and another one
because of the marriage formality that they followed, which caused them
to become undocumented. Firstly, being a housemaid, checking the
proper background of their marital partner was limited, which
thoroughly happens in arranged marriages in Sri Lanka. As per Zameela,
Jazeera, and Nisa’s cases, they only got to know about their husbands’
true character after the marriage or after they were deceived. Thus,
migrants should be aware of the consequences of their personal choices.
Whether the marriage objective is achieved depends on how aptly they
have chosen their life partner, leading to a successful family life.
Furthermore, securing a good marriage is a marker of success for the
individuals involved and is vital to maintaining the family’s status quo??,
which is the obligation of both parents and children.

Secondly, the present study discovered that families living with
children in the Middle East without legal documents, including visas and
passports, found it rather shocking to see migrants without a passport,
which had never been made before. The following marriage formalities
in the migrated destination are vital and should be taken seriously by the
migrants willing to marry in the host country. According to the present
study, marriage registration that some migrants ignored was challenging

8 Caldwell et al., “Is Marriage Delay a Multiphasic Response to Pressures for Fertility
Decline? The Case of Sri Lanka.”

8 Elizabeth Frantz, “Exporting Subservience: Sri Lankan Women’s Migration for
Domestic Work in Jordan” (London School of Economics, 2011).

% Abeyasekera, “Narratives of Choice: Marriage, Choosing Right and the Responsibility of
Agency in Urban Middle-Class Sri Lanka.”
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in identifying them as married couples and legitimating their children by
at least preparing a birth certificate. Throughout the investigation, the
researcher managed to help them prepare documents, write letters, and
identify authorities to solve their legal matters. However, since they are
detached from their community and the sample was small, more studies
should be done to find similar cases, even based on other destinations,
and help accordingly.

Conclusions

This paper sought to examine the structure of forming families
among Sri Lankan migrant workers and the range of challenges that they
face after marriage in the destination country. Migration has changed
migrants’ marriage choices, traditions, and formalities. Love and
arranged marriage were identified, but love marriages were preferred
among female workers. Love marriages were taken to implement
personal desire or break the barriers of parents’ dominance in the
decision-making. Based on the findings, migration was the cause of
change in marital choice and traditions since migrants become
economically independent and cherish new cultures. However, this
research elevated the question of how aptly they had chosen their
partner, leading to a successful family life. Marriage is depicted as a
means of establishing a key social institution in which children grow up
and spouses exchange love and compassion. The current study identified
that migrant workers who married other nationalities failed to establish
a fruitful family that supported their children and brought happiness to
their family lives as their lives ended in divorce due to the lack of
cohesive relationships with their married spouses. On the other hand,
their marriage decision, discarding their parents, worsened the
relationship with their family and kin. The present study further found
that migrants who married foreign nationalities kept quiet without
renewing their visas or even informing their respective embassies,
causing their children to be undocumented even after their parent’s
death.

The present findings are significant because of the dearth of
literature on marriage migration among Middle Eastern migrants and
the range of post-marriage challenges that migrants face in that
particular destination. As many families were without legal documents,
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some feared sharing their stories as it may cause legal issues. However,
research ethics on confidentiality of revealing data helped them have an
opportunity to share their experiences, in which some described being
relaxed by sharing their stories with someone. Given that the present
study used only the migrants in one destination and samples are limited,
more samples in this particular destination and other Middle Eastern
countries would help to gain a better understanding of the phenomenon.
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Pandangan Agama Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Bapa kepada Bangsa
Benggali: Satu Analisis
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Abstract

The biography of the father of any nation is considered to be the
gateway of motivation. It is imperative to study the life of father of the nation
for the greater interest of the nation keeping him above all sorts of
controversies and in line with the fact that research on the life of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman (1920-1975), father of the Bengali nation is being
carried out. His religious devotion is sometimes questioned behind which some
political reasons lay hidden. Many consider him anti-Islamic while others
believe he was a secular and socialist due to the inclusion of secularism and
socialism in the constitution of Bangladesh. Some intellectuals didn't hesitate
to describe him as a sectarian for his devotion and religious activities. It is
requisite to clearly understand his religious views and ideology. This article
aims to clarify his religious views wiping off the doubts of his religious
sentiments. The historical facts and analytical method have been followed in
this article. The major findings are that he is not communist in the sense of
atheist, nor communalist in the meaning of fundamentalist. He is neither
socialist nor secularist in the sense of anti-religiousness.

Keywords: Mujib, Religious Thought, Mujibism, Islamophobic
and Reality.
Abstrak

Biografi bapa sesebuah bangsa sering dianggap sebagai sebuah
karya motivasi. Kajian tentang kehidupan bapa sesebuah negara adalah
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penting demi kepentingan negara itu sendiri. Hal ini dapat memastikan
bahawa martabat bapa negara tidak ditenggelami Kkontroversi-
kontroversi yang mengelilinginya dan juga untuk memastikan bahawa
maklumat berkenaan bapa negara seperti Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman (1920-1975), bapa kepada negara Benggali, adalah selaras
dengan kajian-kajian yang telah dilakukan tentang hidup beliau.
Ketaatan agamanya kadangkala dipersoal oleh kerana beberapa sebab
politik yang tersembunyi. Ramai yang menganggapnya anti-Islam
manakala mereka yang lain pula percaya bahawa dia merupakan
seorang sekular dan sosialis kerana adanya nilai-nilai sekularisme dan
sosialisme yang telah dimasukkan ke dalam perlembagaan Bangladesh.
Sebilangan golongan intelek tidak teragak-agak untuk menyifatkan
beliau sebagai seorang sektarian berdasarkan ketaatan dan amalan
agamanya. [anya penting untuk memahami dengan jelas pandangan dan
ideologi agama beliau. Artikel ini bertujuan menjelaskan pandangan
agama beliau dan menghapuskan keraguan terhadap sentimen
agamanya. Artikel ini menggunakan kaedah analisis sertai merujuk
kepada fakta-fakta sejarah. Dapatan kajian yang utama bagi penulisan ini
adalah beliau bukan seorang komunis berdasarkan pengertian ateis
mahupun komunis berdasarkan pengertian fundamentalis. Di samping
itu, beliau bukan seorang sosialis mahupun sekular berdasarkan
pengertian anti-agama.

Kata Kunci: Mujib, Pandangan Agama, Mujibisme, Islamofobia &
Realiti.

Introduction

Mujib’'s name is associated with the soil and people of
Bangladesh. Independence of the country was the sole aim of his
struggling life. The liberation of the people of the country was the
ultimate goal of his politics and in doing this he had to embrace 24
criminal cases and had to be imprisoned for 18 times. He spent about 13
years (4682 days) of his 55-years life in prison. Attempts have been
made to hang him in several cases including the “Agartala Conspiracy
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Case”.1 Besides, he became a victim of religious Fatwas that tried to prove
him as Islamophobic. Allegations of dividing Pakistan had been brought
against him. His secular policy had been propagated as Atheism. He had
also been called a Communist. Attempts had been tried to legitimize the
politics of depriving fair rights and to choke the movement for freedom
of the Bengalis. Despite all those unfair activities of the then West
Pakistan, under the hegemony of Mujib, people became well-organized
to press their demands. Under his strong and smart leadership, the
Pakistani invaders were forced to retreat in just 9 months of war. On
December 16, 1971, Bengali's desired victory was achieved. Mujib
received the title of Father of the Nation and of the best Bengali of a
thousand years as well. However, he had already been addressed as
Bangobandhu i.e. friend of Bengal before Bangladesh got its
independence. On 30 October 2019, UNESCO included his speech of
March 7, 1971, in the MOW (Memory of the World).2 Due to his political
program, people-oriented state philosophy and far-reaching thoughts,
he is called a friend of the world. Great leaders and scholars of the world
have praised his ideological firmness, courage and leadership. He is now,
no longer a person; rather he is called as poet of politics, a model and
prodigious institution of liberation struggle. This is why various aspects
of his life are being researched nationally and internationally. The
religious ideology of such a great man might be a point of concentration
to fathom if he was a believer or an atheist; a bigot or a moderate;
whether his secularism was irreligiousness or true piety; whether he
was an anti-religious communist or a liberal, whether he was a
communalist or a progressive and so on. Apart from political
conspiracies, he had also been a victim of religious Fatwas. Pakistanis
and their allies strongly objected to his piety after independence. They
did not hesitate to call him anti-Islamist and tried to divert the Bengalis

1 The Agartala Conspiracy Case was a sedition case in Pakistan during the rule of Ayub Khan
(1958-1969) in 1968 against Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, leaders of Awami League, and 34
other people. The case implicated them in conspiring with India against the stability of
Pakistan. It is officially called State vs. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and others but is popularly
known as Agartala Shorojontro Mamla (Agartala Conspiracy Case) as the main conspiracy
was purported to have taken place in the Indian city of Agartala in Tripura state, where
Mujib's associates met Indian military officials.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agartala_Conspiracy Case, accessed on 25.9.2022

2 7 March Speech of Bangabandhu, BBC News (Bangla), October 31, 2017,

https://www.bbc.com/bengali/news-41813131, accessed on 29.9.2022
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from him by calling him an agent of India. Conversely, some did not
hesitate to call him a sectarian for his devotion to religion. His secular
policies are still being propagated as irreligious. Attempts have been
made to erase his name from the hearts of the religious people of the
country by calling him a communist because of his stance on socialist
economy. Therefore, it is necessary to make clear what his religious
thought was. It is also important to analyze whether the principles of
secularism and socialism that he advocated are in conflict with religion.
It is imperative to verify the veracity of the accusations brought against
him. In this article, Mujib's religious thought and practicing secularism,
socialism and communalism have been reviewed in the light of authentic
information. It is divided into some sub-titles.

Genealogy of Sheikh Mujib

Mujib’s full name is Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. "Sheikh" is his
surname. The scholarly people in Arab are called Sheikh (Shaikh)3 having
several other meanings of the word though such as honor, greatness,
leadership, preeminence. The ancestors of Bangabandhu held the title
"Sheikh" in their names. His mother Saira Khatun (d. 1975) is also of
Sheikh decent. So, he is of Sheikh decent from both his parents. His senior
third father Sheikh Borhan Uddin settled on the banks of the Madhumati
River of Bangladesh. The third male senior to Sheikh Borhan Uddin is
Sheikh Aawal. Sheikh Aawal (Rah.) was a great religious personality who
is said to have come to Bengal to preach Islam. Mujib's maternal
grandfather Sheikh Abdul Majid (d. 1975) was also a pious man who
after the verse 61 of Surah Hud of the Holy Quran named Bangabandhu
as Mujib meaning one who responds to the call of Allah, the Most
Merciful.# Sheikh Abdul Majid prayed saying, "Mother, Saira, I named

3 When someone reaches the age of fifty, he is called Shaykh (Sheikh) in Arabic. Apart from
this, teachers, regional chiefs, rulers, experienced people, Islamic great personalities,
Islamic poets, famous people in science and Sufism are called Shaykhs. The two best of the
Companions of the prophet Muhammad (PBUH) Abu Bakr and Omar (R.) are called
Shaykhain. Two of the best scholars of hadith are also called Shaykhain [lbn Manzur,
Muhammad bin Murkaram, Lisan al-Arab, (Beirut: Dar al-Sadr, 1414 AH), 3/31-32]

4Verse 61 of Surah Hud says, "Surely with my Lord, He answers the call".
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your son in such a way that the name will be famous in the world".>
Mujib's paternal lineage met with Sheikh Waal (Rah.) through the chain
of Sheikh Borhan Uddin. Sheikh Waal (Rah.) is the 6th in the ancestry to
Sheikh Abdul Majid and 7th to Sheikh Lutfar Rahman (d. 1975), the
father of Sheikh Mujib. Mujib identified himself in the information given
to the Sub-Inspector of DIB on 1 May 1949 as the son of Maulvi Sheikh
Lutfar Rahman, Tungipara, Gimadanga, Gopalganj, Faridpur.® Many
Mujib researchers including Dr. Amin gave a piece of information that
Sheikh Waal came to Bengal with the famous saint Bayezid Bostami
(804-874 A.D.)7 in order to spread religion that has been found
inappropriate in my study as Sheikh Bayezid Bostami, a famous Sufi of
9th century born in Bostan of Iran. According to Mujib’s genealogy
obtained so far, Sheikh Waal is the 7th male senior to Mujib from his
father's side and same on his mother's side.8 As such Sheikh Waal may
be a pious man of fifteenth century AD.? It is true that people with the

5 Rafikuzzaman, Humayun, The Life and Works of Mujib (Dhaka: Janata Prakash, 2nd ed.
2014), p. 15

6 Mamun, Muntasir, Mujibsamagra, (Dhaka: Shamoy Prakashon, 2020), p. 11

7 Abu Yazid Tyfur bin ‘Isa bin Surushan al-Bostani (d. 874-848.), commonly known in the
Iranian world as Bayazid Bistami, was a Persian Sufi from north-central Iran, known to future
Sufis as Sultanul ‘Arifeen (King of the Gnostics), is considered to be one of the expositors
of the state of fana, the notion of dying in mystical union with Allah. Bostami was famous
for "the boldness of his expression of the mystic’s complete absorption into the mysticism
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bayazid Bastami), accessed on 25.9.2022

8 Mujib's genealogy is Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, father- Sheikh Lutfar Rahman (d. 1974),
father- Sheikh Abdul Hamid, father- Sheikh Taj Mahmud, father- Sheikh Borhan Uddin,
father- Sheikh Jan Mahmud (Tekhri Sheikh), father- Sheikh Zaheer Uddin, father-Sheikh
Waal (r.), Huda, Muhammad Nurul, Mujib and Nazrul, (Chittagong: Nazrul Research Centre
of the University of Chittagong,, 2021), p. 32

9 Dr. Mohammad Amin mentions the birth of Sheikh Waal in 1428 in the book “Theology of
Mujib”. In the book "Islam and Mujib" by Shahjan Saju and Dr. Ashraful Alam mentioned
Sheikh Awal's death is in 1463. Again, in the footnote of the book the death of Hazrat
Bayezid Bostami is also mentioned in 877. If Sheikh Waal is the 7th male senior to Mujib,
Hazrat Bayezid Bostami has an age gap of about five centuries with Sheikh Waal. So in this
case the error is observed. Mujib in his autobiography did not mention the name of anyone
above the third senior man Borhan Uddin. If there is no information about the omission of
the names of some of Sheikh Awal's later descendants, then the information about the
meeting of Sheikh Waal with Hazrat Bayezid Bostami (Rh.) is assumed to be incorrect.
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title 'Sheikh' are Arabs. So, it can be said undoubtedly that Mujib’s
predecessors who were scholars and Sufi came from Arabia.

Mujib's Religious Belief and Practice

Mujib was born in a religious family. During his childhood, he had
a Maulvi (a learned person in Islamic subjects) teacher who taught him
Amparal® i.e. the last part of the Holy Quran. According to his given
identity, his father was also a Maulvi. He took his bachelor’'s degree from
Calcutta Islamia College, worked day and night to establish Pakistan,
participated in political activities with major Muslim League leaders till
1964 and got the company of the famous Islamic scholars and politicians
of his era namely, Maulana Akram Khan (1868-1968 AD), Maulana Abdul
Hamid Khan Bhasani (1880-1976 AD), Maulana Shamsul Haque
Faridpuri (1896-1979 AD), Maulana Abdul Rashid Tarkbagish (1900-
1986). Mujib's words, speeches, deeds, and writings prove that he was
a complete theist and man of Sufi order. He used to utter frequently the
words "Insha Allah", "Allah is my help", "Strength of faith", "Khoda
(Allah) Hafez" etc. in his speech. In the gathering of the people, he used
words like "If you pray for me" In his historical speech on March 7, 1971,
he said, "When we have given blood, we will give more blood, we will
free the people of this country Insha Allah (God willing!?). Essentially
saying “Insha Allah,” here he left the issue of Bengali independence to the
will of Almighty Allah and sought His help. This shows his strong faith
and trust in Almighty Allah. Then, in his first speech at Suhrawardy
Uddyan of Dhaka on January 10, 1972, after returning independent
Bangladesh from Pakistani prison he said, “A grave was dug for me
beside my cell. I prepared myself. I said, 'm a Bangalee, I am a man, [ am
a Muslim- who dies once not twice”.12 After that speech, they collectively
raised their hands and prayed for the success of the liberation struggle
and prayed for the ease of nation building. He said at the end of the
speech, “Please do forgive me. Pray for me. You will keep me in your
prayer. Please put up your hands with me in supplication to Allah for His

10 Hayat, Anupam, Mujib and His Teachers, the Daily Prothom Alo, Dhaka: March 17, 2019
11 Khan, Shamsuzzaman, (Ed.), A Multidimensional Analysis of Mujib's March 7 Speech,
(Dhaka: Bangla Academy, 2018), p. 14

12 Bangabandhu’s January 10, 1972 speech in translation, the Daily Sun, Dhaka: 10 January,

2020, https://www.daily-sun.com/post/453060/Bangabandhu, accessed on 2.10.2022
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mercy”.13 He didn't hesitate to identify himself as a Muslim as well as
calling Bangladesh the second largest Muslim country.* He used to pray,
fast and take Iftar (food taken with the sun-set by a person who performs
fasting) even at the party office with the political workers. He used to
read the Holy Quran with translation including the English translation of
Yusuf Ali (1872-1953). Prayers, recitation of the Holy Quran and
listening to Tafsir i.e. interpretation of the Quran were some of his
regular activities during his prison life. Mujib said about prison life, “All
three of us used to pray with Maulana (Bhasani) Sahib. Maulana Sahib
used to explain to us the meaning of the Qur'an after the Magrib prayer.
Everyday it was a binding rule for us”.’> During his visit to Iraq on
October 5, 1974, he visited the shrine of Sheikh Abdul Quadir Gilani
(Rah.) and shrouded the shrine with a gilaf (cloth). Even after becoming
the head of the government, he didn't hesitate to honor his teacher
Professor Saidur Rahman by touching his feet which brings his modesty,
generosity, manners and religious devotion and subsequently the above-
mentioned activities and saying of Mujib prove his piousness and
believing in the Oneness of Allah (SWT).

Religious Influence on Mujib's Political Life

Religious values were manifested in Mujib's organizational and
political life. It has geographical, historical, and cultural reasons.
Although he was dreaming from his student life to establish a
progressive, liberal, and non-sectarian state, yet for logical reasons he
had to work in organizations and political parties established in the

13 1bid

¥ In a speech given at Suhrawardy Udyan (field) on January 10, 1972, Muijib said,
“Bangladesh is the second largest Muslim-populated country in the world. It ranks second
only to Indonesia. India ranks 3rd and Pakistan 4th in terms of Muslim population but
ironically, Pakistani army killed the Muslims of this country in the name of Islam, humiliated
our women. | don't want to insult Islam. | want to say in clear and unambiguous terms that
our country will be a democratic, secular and socialist country. All the farmers and workers,
Hindus and Muslims of this country will be happy and in peace” Mahiuddin Ahmed Khan,
ed. Selected 100 Speeches of Mujib, (Dhaka: Muktdesh Prakashan, 2nd edition 2019). p. 206

15 Rahman, Sheikh Mujibur, Unfinished Autobiography, (Dhaka: the University Press Ltd,
2018), p. 169
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name of a particular religious community. This was logical under the
prevailing circumstances of the colonial rule and the political and social
conditions of the subcontinent at that time. He served as the General
Secretary of "Muslim Seva Samiti", an association of Muslim community
to help the poor Muslim students founded by his teacher Abdul Hamid in
1937 AD. He used to go from house to house every Sunday with a bag in
his hand and pick up fists. He used to sell the collected rice and buy books
and educational materials with the money received from selling the rice
for the Muslim children. At that time Muslim children were
comparatively lagging behind in education. During the famine in 1943,
under the supervision of Muslim League leader Suhrawardy, he opened
‘langarkhana’ (alms-house) in various places including Calcutta Aliya
Madrasah and worked day and night to alleviate the woes of famine-
stricken people. He said, "I used to work all day and night. [ would return
to the Unemployed Hostel, and sometimes [ would sleep on the table of
the league office".1® He was a founding member of the East Pakistan
Muslim Students League (est. 1948), one of the founding joint secretaries
of the East Pakistan Awami Muslim League (est. 1949).17 It is to be noted
that he showed courage to welcome Muslim League leader Shere Bangla
AK. Fazlul Huq while he was a student of class VIII. After Pakistan came
into being, he played an active role in establishing the "East Pakistan
Muslim Students League” in 1948. He played an important role in the
Bengali language movement initiated under the leadership of
“Tamaddun Majlis”18 and “Pakistan Muslim Chatra League” resulting in
his being imprisoned by the Pakistan government in the language
movement of 1952. He was incarcerated along with Maulana Abdul
Hamid Khan Bhasani for leading the "Hunger March" in 1949 during the
severe food shortage in East Bengal. He got elected General Secretary of
Awami League in 1964 in which Maulana Abdur Rashid Takobagish, an
Islamic scholar and politician, was elected President.1? It proves that he

16 ibid, p. 18

17 https://guwahati.mofa.gov.bd/en/site/page/Father-of-the-Nation-Bangabandhu-
Sheikh-Mujibur-Rahman, accessed on 10.11.2-2023

18 “Tammadun Majlis” was established on September 1, 1947 with the aim of promoting and
building foundations of Pakistani cultural philosophy. It played an active role in the language
movement of 1948 and 1952 (ibid, Annotated Section, p. 290).

1% Moulana was active in politics from the British movement till 1980, the second president
of Awami Muslim League, member of the Pakistan National Assembly, the president of
Awami League 1956-1967. He played an important role in the language movement 1952.



https://guwahati.mofa.gov.bd/en/site/page/Father-of-the-Nation-Bangabandhu-Sheikh-Mujibur-Rahman
https://guwahati.mofa.gov.bd/en/site/page/Father-of-the-Nation-Bangabandhu-Sheikh-Mujibur-Rahman

243 Muhammad Noor Hossain

was not a heretic, nor he did mind even working under the leadership of
Maulana or an Islamic person.

Mujib's Religion and Religious Policy after Ascending to State
Power

Mujib took over as the prime minister of war-torn Bangladesh on
January 12, 1972. During the 24-year rule of Pakistan, there was no
development in Bengal (then East Pakistan). People were deprived of
their fundamental rights. In addition, the Pakistan military destroyed
everything in the 9-month war. In 9 months, the Pakistani invasion
forces killed about 3 million people, and violated the dignity of 200,000
women. Roads, factories, institutions of the country were destroyed.
They put the last nail in the coffin of destruction by killing thousands of
intellectuals on December 14, 1971, when the defeat of Pakistan is only
a matter of time, the Bengali nation will become weak in education,
culturally and socially, so they make a list and kill the intellectuals with
the aim of making the Bengali nation devoid of talent.2? Mujib took the
responsibility of the Prime Minister of independent Bangladesh and took
initiative to frame a constitution imbued with the people-oriented state
philosophy in which the rights of all irrespective of caste and creed are
ensured. The constitution guarantees everyone the freedom to practice
their own religion. “Religion belongs to each; state belongs to all” such as
said, The state religion of the republic is Islam, but the State shall ensure
equal status and equal right in practice of Hindu, Buddist, Christian and
other religion.”?21 The four basic principles of the constitution
nationalism, socialism, democracy and secularism?? are written in the

He was the first to speak in Bengali language in the Pakistan Constituent Assembly. In 2000,
he received the posthumous Freedom Award, ["Tarkabagish, Maulana Abdur Rashid", Ed:
Rozina Kader & others, Banglapedia: the National Encyclopedia of Bangladesh (Online Ed.).
Dhaka: Banglapedia Trust, Asiatic Society of Bangladesh. ISBN 984-32-0576-6. OCLC
52727562. Retrieved 30 September 2022.]

20 https://bn.wikipedia.org/wiki/1971_Bangladeshi_Intellectual_Massacre, accessed on
10.11.2023

21 The Constitution of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh, Part 1, 2A, The State Religion.
http://bdlaws.minlaw.gov.bd/act-367.html

22 According to the constitution, nationalism, socialism, democracy and secularism- these
principles and all the other principles arising from these principles as described in this section
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light of non-discrimination and non-sectarian spirit. Before
independence, Pakistanis tried to suppress Mujib and suppress the
independence movement by saying that there would be no post-Islamic
independence. Mujib gave a befitting reply to the opposition through his
program and proved his pure devotion to religion. He served Islam in a
way that the Pakistani ruling class didn't. He established equal rights for
all the followers of every religion practiced in Bangladesh. For good
reason, here are some of the measures implemented during his three and
a half year tenure in which his devotion to religion was manifested. For
example,

1. Establishment of “Islamic Foundation”.23

2. Reorganization of “Bangladesh Madrasa Education Board”.24

3. Establishment of Bangladesh “Sirat Majlis” to celebrate Eid-e-
Miladunnabi (PBUH) at national level.2>

shall be considered as the basic principles of state management (Bangladesh Constitution,
Part I1, Basic Principles, article 8/1).

2 |In 1975, Mujib established the Islamic Foundation with 12 objectives, including
propagation of Imam's ideals and values, Islamic education and research. At present it is
one of the largest organizations in the country, through which nearly half a million people
have been employed. Education, research, publication, service to the needy, preparation of
trained imams, translation etc. are in progress [Sameem, Mohammad Afzal, Mujib and
Islam, Shokgatha, (Dhaka: Islamic Foundation, 2012) p. 57-62]

24 There was no separate madrasha board during Pakistan period. After coming to power in
1972, Mujib took steps to make madrasha education modern and action-oriented. He gave
direct instructions in this regard. At that time Madrasha Board activities were being run
from Dhaka Aliya Madrasha. In 1978 it was reorganized by promulgation of Madrasha
Education Board Ordinance. In June 1979, it became an independent autonomous
institution. Mujib could not inaugurate it but it is the fruit of his own initiative (Ibid)

% Mujib formed the Sirat Majlis to study the life of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).
Miladunnabi was celebrated at the National Mosque Baitul Murkaram under the initiative of
the Majlis. In 1972 and 1973, the Miladunnabi event was organized on 12 Rabiul Waal.
Mujib himself as the head of state discussed on Eid-E- Miladunnabi and announced the
opening of the event. In 1974 he was represented by the then Prime Minister Syed Nazrul
Islam and in 1975 Maulana Abdur Rashid Tarkbagish spoke on his behalf (Rafikuzzaman,
ibid, p. 173).
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4. Arrangement of recitation of the Holy Quran before radio and
television programs.2¢

5. Declaring public holidays on the occasion of Eid-e- Miladunnabi, Shabe
Qadr, Shabe Barat.2?

6. Prohibition and punishment of liquor, gambling, betting and anti-
social activities by law.28

7. The Racecourse ground was closed for horse racing and renamed
“Suhrawardy Udyan”.29

8. Allotment of large land on the bank of Turag River in Tongi for the
World Ijtima and allotment of land for expansion of Kakrail Central
Mosque.3°

9. Arrangements to send missionaries to Soviet Russia.31

26 At the behest of Mujib, the first radio and television recitation of the Holy Quran was
organized in Bangladesh. Apart from this, arrangements are made to promote "Ajan (calling
to prayer) and Dua of "Ajan five times every day. Islamic programs are broadcast on radio
and television on special religious days. This method introduced by Mujib is still in use
(Sameem, Ibid).

27 Mujib's government declared public holidays on those days so that people can worship
properly. He also ordered to keep cinema halls closed on those days. This directive is still in
force (ibid).

28 Although the government of Pakistan was established in the name of Islam, it did not
prohibit the acts mentioned as forbidden in Islam and did not punish those involved. Mujib
prohibited these and prescribed punishments for those involved (Ibid).

2 During the Pakistan era, horse races were held at the Race Course Maidan. Alcohol,
gambling, betting and anti-social activities were going on due to this. Mujib first renamed
the ground "Suhrawardy Udyan" and stopped un-Islamic and anti-social activities including
horse racing. Trees are planted in it, which is helping the environment. Plantation of trees is
given great importance in Islam (ibid).

30 Mujib provided official premises in Tongi for the Islamic Conference, where the World
Ijtima (gathering) now takes place. Millions of people from different countries of the world
gathered there and were inspired to Islamic Dawah by listening to Islamic sermons. Apart
from this, he allocated space for the expansion of the present mosque at Kakrail. Earlier there
was no compilation (ibid).

31 Soviet Russia is a socialist state. Here preaching Islam was prohibited. They considered
only work as religion. Some of them even compared religion to opium. Mujib had good
relations with Russia. They gave support and cooperation to Bangladesh during the
liberation war. On this occasion, Mujib sent an inviting mission of Islam there, who did the

work of religion there (Ibid).
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10. Purchase of “Hizbul Bahar” ship to facilitate Hajj by sea at low cost
and arrangement of government grant for Hajj.32

11. Supporting the Arab world in the Arab-Israeli war and sending aid to
them.33

12. Attending the OIC34 conference held in Lahore, Pakistan in 1974 and
developing diplomatic relations with the Muslim world.35

32 Taxes were collected from pilgrims during Pakistan period for performing Hajj. Mujib
arranged for 6600 people to perform that with government grants and purchased the ship
"Hizbul Bahar" in order to reduce of cost. It should be noted that even after two years of
independence, Saudi Arabia did not recognize Bangladesh. As a result, Bangladeshi citizens
had to perform Hajj with Indian visas. To solve this problem, Mujib met the Saudi King Faisal
(1964-1975) in Algiers. The Saudi king has mentioned two conditions for the recognition of
Bangladesh. One, the name of Bangladesh should to be named Islamic Republic. Second,
release of Pakistani prisoners. In response to the first condition, Mujib gave two arguments.
The first, about one crore non-Muslims live in Bangladesh and they have also contributed
to the freedom, apart from this, Almighty Allah is not only Rabble Muslimin (creator of
Muslimin), He is also Rabble Alamin (creator of entire worlds). He is not only Allah of
Muslims but also the ruler of everything. The second, Mujib asked back the Saudi king,
"Have you named your country with the word "Islamic"? You have "Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia". Regarding the second condition, he said, “It is an unresolved issue between
Pakistan and Bangladesh. There are a few other issues besides release. So they will be
concluded through negotiations between the two countries but is it permissible not to give
the devout Muslims of Bangladesh the opportunity of Hajj? All Muslims in the world have
the right to pray in the Kaaba. The meeting ended inconclusively [Mukluk, MR Akhtar, Allah
Tamale is Not Only Rabble Muslim, He is Rabble Alumni, (abridged) Shook Gatha (Dhaka:
Islamic Foundation, 2012), p. 45]

33 In 1973, Mujib took the side of the Arab world in the ongoing war between the Arabs and
Israel and advocated the establishment of a Palestinian state. Mujib then sent 1 lakh pounds
of tea, a 28-member medical team and a volunteer team. Mujib said in his address to the
United Nations in September 1974, “Injustice and oppression are Still going on in many parts
of the world. The struggle of our Arab brothers for the complete liberation of the illegally
occupied lands continues and the legitimate national rights of the Palestinian people have not
yet been re-established” [Waal, Abdul, Dharmachinta of Bangobandhu, (Dhaka: Agami
Prokashon, 1999), p. 27]; Wasif Sattar, Bangobandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and the Saudi
King,https://mygoldenbengal.wordpress.com/2013/01/10/bangabandhu-sheikh-mujibur-
rahman-and-the-saudi-king/, accessed on 4.10.2022

34 On February 23, 1974, Bangladesh became the 32nd member of the OIC. IDB (Islamic

Development Bank) membership was also received during Mujib's tenure.

351n 1974, Mujib went to Lahore to attend a conference of OIC. His speech at the conference
was praised by the leaders of the Muslim world. He also gave the same idea about



247 Muhammad Noor Hossain

13. Getting recognition of Bangladesh from most Muslim countries.3¢

Mujib was Religious, Not Fanatics

Righteousness improves a person's character. Religion values
people with virtues such as honesty, justice, humanity, discipline etc.
Virtue is also the name of good character formation, righteous living,
philanthropy, utmost tolerance, politeness etc. Religious practice keeps
people free from bad behavior like lying, injustice, adultery, immorality,
obscenity, disorder. A religious person is aware of his own rights as well
as the rights of others. But being a religious person is not the same as
being a fanatic. A person who blindly believes in his own religion and
hates other religions is a bigot. Imposing religion on others, forced
conversion, belittling other religions, exaggeration in religious matters
etc. are included in bigotry. Piety improves character while bigotry
makes men fierce. Bigotry creates turmoil in the society and differences
between people. Exaggerating religion and imposing religion on
someone are prohibited in the Holy Quran. The Quran says, "There is no
compulsion in the religion."37 It is also said, "Don’t abuse those whom
they worship besides Allah. Then they will (exaggerate) abuse Allah out
of ignorance. I have made every human group lustrous in their
activities”.38 The Prophet (PBUH) said, "Don’t exaggerate about religion.
Because the nations before you were destroyed for their extravagance.”3?

Mujib practiced religion but disliked fanaticism. Religious feelings
were alive in his heart. He understood the true meaning of Islam coming
across with some great scholars. Furthermore, as a son of a pious and

Bangladesh. Firstly, attending the conference held in Lahore and secondly presenting the
position of Bangladesh in front of the leaders of the Muslim world was an example of
Mujib's generosity and bravery. In addition, speaking about Islam and the interests of
Muslims against the Muslim haters, including the West, was quite daring.

36 Mujib received recognition from 115 countries until his martyrdom. Every Muslim country
except Saudi Arabia, Sudan, and Oman recognizes Bangladesh (The Daily Bangladesh
Pratidin, December 13, 2013, http://www.bd-pratidin.com/various//2013/12/03/29972,
accessed on 11.12 .2021

37 Al-Quran, Surah Bagarah, 2: 256

3 jbid, Surah Anayam, 6:108

3% Bukhari, Abu Abdullah Muhammad, Sahih, Hadith No. 2410 (Beirut: Daru Tukinnajah,
1422 AH), 3/120
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Sufi family, he had a clear understanding and liberal thought on Islam, a
tolerant outlook and non-extreme lifestyle. Besides, he witnessed looting
and exploitation in the name of religion. He fought against the politics of
exploitation of Pakistanis for 24 years. He also realized in real life how
bad a curse bigotry is for the nation. He abhorred using religion for
power and personal gain. He practiced Islam but did not disrespect
other's religion. He fought against tyranny and injustice as well as
bigotry and extremism in political life. He din't compromise with any
dogma. He did not condone irreligious activities in the name of progress,
nor did he accept wrong interpretations of religion. He recognized the
citizens of the state not only through the lens of religion but also
regarded them as human being, as citizen of the country, as Bengali and
above all as member of his own family. This is where he differs from
other leaders. He said, “Misinformation is being spread against me that
we do'nt believe in Islam. Our clear statement is that we don’t believe in
clothing-based Islam at all. We believe in Islam of justice. Our Islam is the
Islam of the Holy Prophet (PBUH) that has taught the people of the world
the infallible mantra (hymn) of justice and righteousness.”4?

Four Principles of the Constitution and Mujibbad (Mujibism)

Each of the four principles stated in the constitution of
Bangladesh is unique. Political science discusses detailed explanation,
characteristics, practicing methods, positive and negative aspects of
those principles. States are generally governed sticking to one of the four
principles mentioned above. But Mujib adopted four principles together
which drew flak from many. Therefore, it is considered by many as a
mixed policy of state management or unrealistic. Even some leaders of
the then Awami League and Chatra League (student wing of Awami
League) disagreed with him on this issue. The combined form of the four
principles is called "Mujibbad" i.e. Mujibism.#1 Although the politicians
and political scientists disagreed with it, considering the context of
Bangladesh i.e civilization and culture, history and tradition, people's
mindset etc. the constitution of the four principles was reasonable which
Mujib comprehended fully. He was not a political scientist, but his close
relationship with the soil and people of Bangladesh, his compassion for
people, his confrontation with the British and Pakistani regimes made

40 Rafikuzzaman, ibid, p. 170
41 Mujibism, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mujibism, accessed on 11.12.2021
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him a philosopher, though he is called a poet of politics. His long political
journey and practical experiences helped him create a new philosophy
of politics to materialize his dream that he dreamt from his student life
of an exploitation-free, people-oriented, prosperous, and non-communal
Bangladesh. Therefore, even though his write-ups on political science
were not valued at that time, his political thoughts, speeches, activities,
and programs had been used widely by political scientists of later times.
His March 7 speech was recognized as a valuable document to be
preserved by the United Nations.*? Basically, he adopted the good
aspects of the four principles which are very much appropriate and
propitious for the soil and people of Bangladesh. Bengali Language and
culture was the basis of his nationalism while soil and religion can be
also adjunct to the nationalism. Western capitalist democracies brought
into existence arich class in society subsequently creating a gap between
seven floors and three floors in the society. Mujib spoke of that
democracy that advocates for the exploited and against the usurpers.
Thus, combining the fitting aspects of the four principles, he created a
unique principle. Apart from these four principles, he stood up for
creating "Bangladesh's own identity". He said, "I think Bangladesh has to
move forward with the four main principles - nationalism, secularism,
democracy and socialism followed by Bangladesh's own path. Many call
my above view 'Mujibism'. What the writers, litterateurs or historians of
this country call my way of thinking is their business, not mine. I have no
obsession with naming. I want work, I want my thoughts to be realized.
[ want a democratic Bangladesh free from exploitation! I want the full
realization of the construction of dream Sonar Bangla (Golden
Bangla).”43

Secularism, Atheism and the Constitution of 1972

Secularism means liberal position about religion. In Arabic it is
“Almaniya”. It's literal meaning is present, worldliness, worldly. It is a
political term and a political doctrine. This doctrine was coined in Europe
at the end of the middle ages. Sociologists believe that the doctrine arose

42 Mujib's March 7 speech is the first unwritten speech of the 427 UNESCO- recognized
documental traditions.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/7_March_Speech_of Sheikh_Mujibur_Rahman accessed on
13.12.2021

43 Mujibabad, https://on.wikipedia.org/wiki/ accessed on 13.12.2021
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out of bitterness over the use of state power to attack other religions or
followers of other religion and the arbitrary use of state power by clerics.
It's purpose is to ignore retrospective accountability and also, not taking
religion into consideration in managing material life. It is also
characterized by materialism, absolute rationalism and
supernaturalism. Separation of religion from politics is also called
secularism. However, there we find many definitions of secularism.** Its
implementation also differs from country to country. It has been adopted
by some as a principle of apostasy. Some have taken it to mean the state's
silence on religion while others have meant it denial of religion. It is to
be seen in what sense Mujib accepted it and placed it in the constitution
of 1972. In fact, he didn't accept secularism in any of the aforementioned
senses. His speeches, the declaration of independence, the
interpretations given to the constitution and it's application to the
administration of the State prove that he did not accept it in any of the
senses mentioned. In a radio address in November 1970 he said,
“Secularism doesn't mean irreligion. Muslims will observe the Muslim
religion. Hindus will practice Hinduism. Christians will practice
Christianity. No one should stop anyone, will not".#> Some of the vibes of
his speech became clear such as -

1. Every citizen of the country shall practice his religion independently-
religion is encouraged here.

2. It is immoral to prevent someone from practicing religion -that is,
obstruction is taken as unethical and unjust.

3. “Can't stop it” -that is, if someone obstructs, the state will take action
against him.

4 More two definitions of secularism are following,

a. “Secularism is a philosophy or doctrine that rejects religion, which emphasizes moral and
ethical teaching”.

b. “Secularism refers to a philosophy or policy that rejects religion; a religion that gives
importance to the teaching of ethics”, Chowdhury, Faroque, On Secularism, (Chittagong,
Rise offset Printers, 2015), p. 20

4 Bishwash, Milton, Bangobandhu and Secularism, Dhaka Times, 16 September 2023
https://www.dhakatimes24.com/2021/07/31/224035/
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Since Bangladesh is inhabited by people of many religions, Mujib
considered it unreasonable to run the state in the name of any single
religion. In addition, he saw the behavior of the leaders of the "Islamic
Republic of Pakistan". A state founded in the name of Islam can't be
considered an Islamic state if Islamic ideals are not present in the system
and leaders of the state. For example, a democratically elected
government doesn’'t mean that the government is democratic if it's
behavior and governance are not democratic. A person born in a Muslim
family and bearing an Islamic name doesn’t mean that he is a Muslim if
he doesn't hold Islamic beliefs and ideals. He can be called a nominal
Muslim. Pakistan was originally a nominal Islamic state. Mujib took a
strong stance against Pakistani regime for it's injustice, deprivation,
discriminatory policies towards Bengali. Maulana Akram Khan, Sher-e-
Bangla A.K. Fazlul Huq, Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan Bhasani, Hussain
Shaheed Suhrawardy, Maulana Abdur Rashid Tarkbagish and many
scholars and Islamic personalities took the same position. Even many
Sufi scholars of Pakistan supported Mujib’s position. Former head of
Pakistan Jamiat Ulama Allama Shah Ahmad Nurani (1926-2003), Justice
Pir Karam Shah Azhari (1918-1998) supported some activities of Mujib
as the behavior of Pakistani leaders towards Bengalis was not supported
by Islamic code. The list of oppression and exploitation is long of which
four are stated below that are completely un-Islamic and subsequently
made the Bengali independence movement inevitable-

1. Taking away the right to mother tongue.

2. Not handing over power to the Bengalis despite the absolute victory
in the 1970 elections.

3. Indiscriminate massacre, rape and looting of Bengalis by declaring
them non-Muslims.

4. Discrimination against Bengalis and depriving them of their fair rights
in all spheres.*6

It would not be an exaggeration to say that the inclusion of
"secularism" in the constitution of Bangladesh is the responsibility of the
Pakistani ruling class, who had earlier misruled in name of Islam. What

46 Hossain, Muhammad Noor, Bangabandhu's Devotion to Religion, Bangabandhu in the
eyes of Hundreds of Writers on Hundreds of Topics, ed. Prof. Abed Ali (Dhakh: Takia
Muhammad Publication, 2020) p. 408
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the Pakistani ruling group has done by destroying the name of Islam has
also created distrust among Bengali Muslims towards the so-called
Islamic State, but the model of the Islamic state is the state established
on the basis of the "Charter of Medina". The Charter of Medina
established socio-economic, political, religious freedom and equal rights
for people of all religions. Citizens were not treated on the basis of
religion rather treated on the basis of their conduct. But the injustice
done by the Pakistanis to the people of their own religion even
outweighed the injustice done by the British. Furthermore, Mujib himself
explained secularism before independence though it was misinterpreted
by the Pakistanis and their allies. Mujib said in Suhrawardy Udyan (field)
on January 3, 1971, “A class of people during the election shouted that
“Islam has damaged, Islam has damaged”. They tried to find ways to win
the election involving PDP, Islamic Front and many others. Did anyone
forbid to pray or forbid to fast? ------- Islam, Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists,
Christians- all will exist in this country and Bangladesh will also exist”.#”

Therefore, Mujib's secularism doesn't mean irreligion. Neither
does the state prevent or encourage the practice of religion. Neither is
the state’s silence on religion. And not a mixed principle with something
from all religions, which happened in the case of Emperor Akbar's Din-i-
[lahi. Rather, the state will take a neutral position in the matter of
religion, will not give priority to any single religion, will provide equal
opportunity and support to practice religion and since it's inception
Bangladesh has been doing the same patronizing every religion equally
through ministry of religion established by Mujib. In this sense,
secularism is not contradictory to Islam rather compatible. It is also
consistent with the Charter of Medina, in light of which Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) founded Medina State. Therefore, promoting
Mujib’s secularism as irreligiousness is purely an ill political motive.

Socialism and the Constitution of 1972

Socialism is a political philosophy and movement encompassing
a wide range of economic and social systems which are characterized by
social ownership of the means of production, as opposed to private

47 Kamal, Abu Hena Mustafa, Bangobondhu, Sheikh Hasina and the Islamic Foundation
(Dhaka: Islamic Foundation, 2017), p. 8
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ownership.48 It is called the first stage of communist society that rejects
private ownership. All factories, industries, mines, land etc. are
considered to be social or state property.*? In fact, socialism arose and
developed in contrast to Western capitalist systems and capitalist
economy. There are two types of socialism - fictional and scientific
socialism. Soviet Russia established socialism in 1917. Mujib fought for
the country's independence against the Western colonialism in his
political career. In the name of democracy westerners practiced
capitalism and colonialism. He also saw their "divide and rule" policy.
Socialism emerged during the crucial period of his political life. After the
establishment of the socialist state system in China under the leadership
of Mao Zedong (1893-1976 AD) October 2, 1949, Mujib attended the
peace conference as a representative of East Pakistan. Even then
Pakistanis called him a communist.5? He was in contact with the leaders
of the socialist state of the Soviet Union. He was tormented by the
horrors of World War II that ultimately gave birth to a kind of hatred in
him for the heroes of the World War as he was an advocate for peace and
against war. Above all, subcontinent's politicians had a weakness for the
Soviet Union, the superpower of the East as opposed to the West. It can
also be said that he was leaning towards the eastern part of the world
divided into two parts. For all these reasons socialist economy and
communist policies influenced him. In addition, his politics was based on
the dream of bringing smiles on the faces of the poor people of Bengal
especially the farmers, laborers, and hardworking peoples. Hence, to
guarantee equal distribution of wealth and to introduce a people-
oriented state philosophy, he placed socialism in the constitution. But it
is also true that he didn't accept everything about socialism and
therefore, democracy has been included in the constitution. Again, he
didn't accept 100% state ownership of socialism denying individual’s
ownership. It can be said that he adopted the good aspects of socialism
in contrast to capitalism and capitalist management. According to Mujib,

8 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Socialism, accessed on 10.11.2023

4 Miller, David (1991) The relevance of Socialism, (abridged) Economy and
Society, 20:4, 350-362, DOI: 10.1080/03085149100000018

%0 Regarding calling Mujib a communist, he said, “We applied for a passport, there is very
little hope of getting it. Because the government and its party members are restless with
anger. If the communists do not want to go to communist China? Not a peace conference,
but a meeting of the Communist Party, he started talking like this (Rahman, ibid, p. 221).
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"Socialism in Bangladesh will be national and democratic socialism.">1 He
believed in achieving socialism through democracy. He said, “Hiring from
abroad is not socialism, those who tried to do that could not reach
socialism." He embraced the advantages of socialism as opposed to
capitalism and capitalist management.”>2 In addition, everything in
communism and socialism is not in conflict with Islam. Communism is
one of the hallmarks of an Islamic state. Ensuring equal rights for all
citizens is one of the fundamental principles of Islamic ideology. Caliphs
took from the state treasury as much as the ordinary citizens took. Caliph
Umar's communist policy is especially famous. Abu Zar Giffari (R.) is said
to be the exponent of communism in Islam, although the consensus of
the companions of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) was not established
on his philosophy. Because Islam doesn't completely reject private
ownership. Again, the state's responsibility for the people's sustenance
doesn’t deny it either. The Prophet (PBUH) said, "When a believer dies,
his heirs will own the property he left behind and whoever leaves a debt
or poor and disabled children, [ am his guardian. Let him (creditors and
the disabled) come to me, I am responsible for him (paying off debts and
nurturing the disabled).”53

A believer in communism is called a communist. It is a political
term. Religion has no importance in socialist management. Most
proponents of socialism are atheists. They don't believe in afterlife and
accountability in the day of judgement. Therefore, the common people of
this country accept the word communist as an atheist. Many called Mujib
a communist because of the inclusion of socialism in the constitution but
he accepted socialism to form a society of having no discrimination,
having equal rights, receiving equal distribution of wealth in the sense of
establishing public ownership. He didn't take it to mean the denial of
religion or the final denial of private ownership. In this sense, his ideals
are not in conflict with Islam. We have already discussed how great a
believer he was and what role he played to spread of Islam. So, trying to
prove a religious personality like Mujib anti-Islamic is mere a distraction
from center of attention.

51 Hussain, Abu Md. Delwar and Ullah, Md Rahmat, Ed. Mujib's Philosophy of Human Rights
(Dhaka: National Human Rights Commission, 2013), p. 1-19

52 Mujibism, ibid

53 Bukhari, ibid, 3/118, Hadith No. 2399



255 Muhammad Noor Hossain

Allegations of Communalism against Mujib and Reality

Religion and sectarianism are not the same. A truly religious
person cannot be sectarian. Righteous people are kindly. Maintaining
harmony in the society, showing sympathy and respect, helping people
of any community are righteousness while discrimination, disrespect,
neglect, or hatred towards people outside one's community are called
communalism. “It's kind of an attitude. A person's attitude is called
sectarian only when he is ready to antagonize and harm another
religious community and it's members on the basis of belonging to a
particular religious community.”>4

Sectarianism is one of the causes of world unrest causing
innumerable riots and fights across the globe. Although Mujib was
involved with Muslim Sheva Samiti, Muslim Student League, Muslim
League etc., he cherished non-communal spirit. Even as the leader of the
Muslim League, he was tolerant and generous towards non-Muslims and
advocated religious harmony. The pre-independence speech bears its
proof. Whatever he did marks a sense of humanity. His thought of
Bengali’s emancipation was based on non-communal spirit. He knew the
history of how much the people of the world had to pay for
communalism. He played an important role in stopping the Hindu-
Muslim riots in 1947.55 But the reality is that some intellectuals and
writers have accused him such a person of sectarianism. Mujib critic
Badruddin Omar didn't hesitate to call Mujibism as the communalism.
He has been termed as sectarian in several writings due to inaugurating
state works by signing the file of mosque, conducting prayer meetings in
parliament, making annual allocations for Madrasha Education etc. He
considered all these as including communalism. He said, “Therefore,
what was said in the 1940 Lahore Resolution to establish two Muslim
states in the two main Muslim parts of India has actually been
implemented in Bangladesh today in the name of Mujibism.”>¢ It is also
an intellectual conspiracy against him. In fact, Mujib was a victim of
conspiracy from both sides- firstly, the flag bearers of Islam tried to make

% Umar, Badruddin, Communalism (Dhaka: Muktdhara, 1980), p. 9

%5 In his unfinished autobiography, Mujib describes what he did to end Hindu-Muslim riots,
especially pages 68 to 71 are detailed.

56 Umar, Badruddin, Selected Articles (Dhaka: Annoyprokash, 2000), p. 23, selected from
The Daily Azad published on 20.21.1971
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him irreligious and secondly, the ultra-progressives didn't hesitate to
call him communal. Bringing accusation of communalism against a man
who spent his whole life struggling for the establishment of a state of
non-sectarian spirit, suffered jail-tyranny and led the last bloody war and
gained worldwide recognition as the architect of an independent state is
nothing but a blatant mockery of the absolute truth!

Findings of the Research

1. By descent, Mujib was the son of a pious, Sufi, and religious family
and influenced by some Islamic scholars including Mawlana Abdul
Hamid Khan Bhashani.

2. Mujib was a believer in one God, truly pious and religious; but not
fanatical.

3. The charge of irreligiousness leveled on him is not true. Calling him a
communist in the atheistic sense is also a serious slander against him.

4. What he has done for religion, the government of Pakistan established

in the name of Islam has not done that.

5. Mujib practiced religion with devotion; not for deception, fraud, or

political advantage.

6. Mujib's secularism is not irreligion. He took for the establishment of

equal rights of all religions. Besides, not using religion for personal or

political interests is the essence of his secularism.

7. Mujib didn't fall into the sectarianism of religious devotion, religious

practice, religious patronage, and propagation of religious education, but

rather bears evidence of his sense of responsibility. Therefore, all
allegations leveled against him are false, fabricated and baseless.

8. Had Mujib lived, he would have been the undisputed leader of the

Muslim Ummah and also the forerunner of world peace.

Conclusion

Mujib’s religious thought is rational, just and benevolent. There
was no extravagance or laxity in it. He has taken a middle position
between the two. This was appropriate in the context of Bangladesh.
I[slam is also a moderate religion. Those who overdo it or show laxity are
misguided according to Islamic code as Muslims are called a moderate
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nation in the Holy Quran.5?” Mujib's involvement with various
organizations including the "Muslim League" founded in the name of a
single sect doesn't mean communalism. Rather, he had to engage with
the political reality of the time to get rid of the colonial British rule and
that was logical and appropriate. Later, joining the Awami League,
establishing of independent Bangladesh under his leadership, and
framing the constitution in the light of the four principles, etc. prove that
he was a quintessential Bengali, a unique example of humanitarian and
progressive leader. His secularism is not tantamount to irreligion rather
his religious thought is compatible with secularism. Calling him an
atheist because of the inclusion of socialism in the four principles of the
constitution also doesn’t stand the test of time. It is an exaggeration to
call him communal because of his devotion to his religion. He was always
a vocal and struggling leader against corruption, misrule, oppression,
and deprivation. He, in spite of having a profound devotion to religion, is
the shining example of a leader to build a science-based, non-communal
and welfare-based state. Charged against him as “anti-Islamic,
irreligious, sectarian, allegations of communists (in the atheistic sense)
etc. are totally baseless. To call him anti-Islamic is to mock the religion
or to judge him through the lens of selfishness. We don't claim that he is
above error, but he was a theist and pious. His devotion to religion was
not opposed to secularism. The integrated form of the four principles of
the constitution, which is called “Mujibism”, deserves extensive research.
How realistic "Mujibism" is needs to be clarified in the light of political
science.
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Implementation of Sharia Digital Payments at the Society
in Kediri City: A Technology Acceptance Model (TAM)
Theory Approach at BSI Mobile Services

Implementasi Pembayaran Digital Syariah pada Masyarakat di
Kota Kediri: Pendekatan Teori Technology Acceptance Model
(TAM) di BSI Mobile Services

Mundhori*and Ahmad Syakur**

Abstract

The aim of this research is to find out how Kediri residents can
adopt BSI Mobile service technology. The theoretical framework is based
on the Technology Acceptance Model (TAM) with quantitative research
techniques with 100 respondents using Likert scale measurements on
each variable using a five-point Likert scale with SmartPLS tools,
Reliability Test, Outer Model Test, Inner Model Analysis, Hypothesis Test
through bootstrapping. As a result, perceived ease of use and perceived
usefulness have a positive and significant impact on actual use of the
system, and perceived ease of use has a positive and significant impact
on enjoyment of use and perceived usefulness. This will greatly affect the
actual use of the system. Perceived ease of use has a positive and
significant impact on actual system use through usage choice, while
perceived usefulness through usage choice has no impact on actual
system use. This study concluded that BSI Mobile service users have a
positive effect on the convenience of the people of Kediri city in getting
services from Bank Syariah Indonesia.
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Abstrak

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengetahui bagaimana warga
Kediri dapat mengadopsi teknologi layanan BSI Mobile. Kerangka teori
didasarkan pada Technology Acceptance Model (TAM) dengan teknik
penelitian kuantitatif dengan 100 responden menggunakan pengukuran
skala likert pada setiap variabel menggunakan skala likert lima poin
dengan alat bantu SmartPLS, Uji Reliabilitas, Uji Outer Model, Analisis
Inner Model, Uji Hipotesis melalui bootstrapping. Hasilnya, persepsi
kemudahan penggunaan dan persepsi kemanfaatan memiliki dampak
positif dan signifikan terhadap penggunaan aktual sistem, dan persepsi
kemudahan penggunaan memiliki dampak positif dan signifikan
terhadap kenikmatan penggunaan dan persepsi kemanfaatan. Hal ini
akan sangat mempengaruhi penggunaan aktual sistem. Persepsi
kemudahan penggunaan memiliki dampak positif dan signifikan
terhadap penggunaan sistem secara aktual melalui pilihan penggunaan,
sedangkan persepsi kemanfaatan melalui pilihan penggunaan tidak
memiliki dampak terhadap penggunaan sistem secara aktual. Penelitian
ini menyimpulkan bahwa pengguna layanan BSI Mobile berpengaruh
positif terhadap kemudahan masyarakat kota Kediri dalam
mendapatkan layanan dari Bank Syariah Indonesia.

Kata Kunci: Pembayaran Digital, TAM, BSI Mobile.

Introduction

This research is motivated by an interesting phenomenon,
namely in the midst of the dominance of Fintech and Mobil Banking
services from Conventional Banks, there is one service that has the
potential to grow, namely the BSI Mobile service. BSI Mobile is pioneered
by a combination of Sharia Business Units from three large banks,
namely Bank Mandiri Syariah, BNI Syariah, and BRI Syariah. Therefore,
it is not surprising that the mobile banking application managed by PT
Bank Syariah Indonesia has considerable capital support so that it has
the opportunity to compete with other payment services.
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Customer satisfaction is the most important aspect of business
success. If customers are happy with the level of service offered, they are
likely to spread the word about the institution to others. Conversely,
disappointed customers are more likely to tell others about their
negative experiences and sue the company. In accordance with this point
of view, customer complaints, according to Barlow cited by Raharso, are
a boon, not a hazard.!

BSI's digital service, BSI Mobile, is designed as a one stop solution. In
BSI Mobile, there are various features such as for lifestyle needs, events,
and for all financial transactions including payment, utility, top up, e-
money, e-wallet, and investment transactions. With these various
features, BSI Information Technology Director Achmad Syafii said the
number of mobile banking users continues to increase. "The number of
mobile banking users continues to increase from time to time so that by
the end of Q1-2023 user registers who have BSI Mobile reached 5.18
million users or grew year on year at 37%," said Achmad in the BSI
Performance Report for the first quarter of 2023 on Thursday
(27/04/2023). Cumulatively, the number of BSI Mobile transactions
reached Rp86.40 million in March 2023 and this increased 57% year on
year.2

Bank Syariah Indonesia (BSI) accesses digital banking services
through BSI Mobile, so that these services encourage digitalization to
grow in a better direction. BSI Mobile is one of the most complete
applications to serve all customer needs. In BSI Mobile there are new
features such as, first: online account opening. Where when opening an
account, customers no longer need to visit the branch office and can be
done entirely through the BSI Mobile application. Second: more complete
transaction features. These features include interbank transfers, e-
commerce payments, e-wallet transactions, and also more than 1,000
billers that have collaborated with BSI. Third: BSI provides special
[slamic services such as zakat payments, infaq, wakas, prayer times,

1 Yassyir Maulana, Murti Astuti, and Surachman Surachman, “Analisis Pengaruh Servqual
Terhadap Kepuasan Serta Loyalitas Mahasiswa (Studi Kasus Pada Jurusan Teknik Mesin Di
Universitas XYZ),” Jurnal Rekayasa Mesin 3, no. 1 (2012): 258-67.

2 Maria Alexandra Fedo, “Bank Syariah Indonesia: Pengguna BSI Mobile Mencapai 5,18
Juta Pengguna,” www.theiconomics.com, 2023, https://www.theiconomics.com/market-
expansion/bank-syariah-indonesia-pengguna-bsi-mobile-mencapai-518-juta-pengguna/.
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Qibla direction, and the location of the nearest mosque to the customer.
Fourth: Hajj repayment and Umrah payment. Fifth: gold investment.
Sixth: payment through QRIS. This is a form of Bank Syariah Indonesia's
seriousness in making BSI Mobile a supper app.3

Bank Syariah Indonesia (BSI) is an Indonesian bank based in the field
of sharia banking that also provides mobile banking services. Islamic
banking which also provides mobile banking services. Bank BSI
understands that the services provided to users must adapt to
technological developments, meaning that facing the world of
technology that has advanced rapidly must also be utilized as well as
possible, especially in terms of maximizing using the internet, Bank BSI
will still be able to compete. In this section, banks must work harder to
market this product to attract customers to attract customers to use
mobile banking products. Sales activities must always exist in every
company, whether it is oriented towards profit and social endeavors. 4

There is one theory that is very significant in predicting a person's
acceptance of information technology related to use, namely the
Technological Acceptance Model (TAM) theory. TAM theory is one type
of behavioral information system model that aims to explain how
technology users are interested in accepting and using this technology >.
There are two TAM models. The two main components are ease of use
and perceived usefulness. The TAM model also has an "attitude to use"
component that can be used to predict interest, but this component is
still rarely used.®

According to Davis, perceived ease of use is a situation where a
person believes that using the system / technology does not require any
effort. According to Adam, Nelson and Told perceived usefulness is a

3 Niken Larassati and Ahmad Fauzi, “Strategi Meningkatkan Kualitas Layanan Melalui
Digitalisasi Perbankan Di BSI Trade Center Kota Kediri,” Jurnal At-Tamwil 4, no. 2 (2022):
202-17.

* Dimas Pangestu, “Analisis Kepuasan Nasabah Dalam Penggunaan BSI Mobile,” Jurnal
Muamalat Indonesia - Jmi 2, no. 2 (2022): 72-86, https://doi.org/10.26418/jmi.v2i2.58961.

5> Fred D Davis, “Perceived Usefulness, Perceived Ease of Use, and User Acceptance of
Information Technology,” MIS Quarterly, 1989, 319-40.

6 A D P Budiastuti and D Muid, “Analisis Faktor-Faktor Pengaruh Minat Penggunaan Pada
Aplikasi Shopee Dengan Menggunakan Technology Acceptance Model (Tam),” Diponegoro
J. Account 9, no. 4 (2020): 1-10.
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situation where a person believes in the use of a system / technology that
can provide benefits to its users.” Interest in using is the level of how
strong a person's desire to use / perform certain behaviors, or a person's
conscious plan to do or not do something in the future that has been
determined in advance.8

From the above phenomenon, the use of digital financing is very
necessary for bank performance, the approach to getting customer
satisfaction is to improve service quality. so the question arises whether
the needs of customers in the modern era have been met through the use
of mobile banking, and whether Islamic banks are able to compete in
improving the quality of mobile banking services by considering and
taking into account various factors that provide satisfaction in the use of
BSI Mobile so that the purpose of this study is to analyse the effect of
using BSI Mobile in improving the services provided by Bank Syariah
Indonesia in Kediri city.

The initial hypothesis to be developed by this research is:

H1: perceived ease of use has a positive and significant effect on actual
system use.

H2: perceived usefulness has a positive and significant effect on actual
system use.

H3: perceived ease of use has a positive and significant effect on interest
in using the system.

H4: perceived usefulness has no effect on interest in using

H5: the interest in using variable has a positive and significant effect on
actual system use.

H6: perceived ease of use has a positive and significant effect on actual
system use through interest in using

7 Irfan Muflihhadi and Rd Nurafni Rubiyanti, “Pengaruh Perceived Usefulness, Perceived
Ease Of Use, Dan Trust Terhadap Kepuasan Konsumen (Studi Pada Gojek Bandung),”
EProceedings of Management 3, no. 2 (2016): 1-8.

8 P A Permana, “Analisis Technology Acceptance Model (TAM) Pada Sistem Informasi
KIPEM (Studi Kasus: Banjar Delodpasar, Desa Blahkiuh Bali),” J. Speed-Sentra Penelit.
Eng. Dan Edukasi 10, no. 4 (2018): 28-37.
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Research Method

This research is quantitative in nature based on positive thinking
in examining an object. As well as using descriptive techniques that are
useful for knowing the description or distribution of sample or
population data. So that it can be seen what factors can affect customer
satisfaction in using BSI Mobile products in Kediri City. data collection
using interviews, questionnaires and observation methods. The
population of 100 people by means of non probability sampling so that
the sample of this study was 100 respondents which aims to reduce the
error of filling out the questionnaire. The limitation of this research
sampling is that not all Bank Syariah Indonesia customers use BSI Mobile
so that researchers set a sample of the user population according to the
number above. The analysis method in this study is divided into two,
namely descriptive methods and Likert scale analysis models.
descriptive methods and Likert scale analysis models. According to
Sugiono, the descriptive method is research that describes the state of
the object of research as it is in accordance with the situation and
circumstances at the time the research was conducted. In this study, the
authors describe everything that has been found from the research
results so that the objectives of this study can be known. Meanwhile, the
Likert scale analysis model according to Sugiyono, is a scale used to
analyze a person's attitudes, opinions and perceptions of social
phenomena. This study uses a Likert scale analysis model as a variable
measurement. This scale is based on the number of respondents’
answers to the variable indicators measured for quantitative analysis
requirements and scored. Likert scale indicators consist of a number of
responses, each with a value ranging from 1-5.°

Table 1: Likert Scale Indicator Table

Keterangan St.rongly Disagree | Undecided | Agree Strongly
Disagree Agree
Score 1 2 3 4 5

Source: 10

% Sugiono Sugiono, “Metode Penelitian Kuantitatif, Kualitatif, Dan r & D,” Bandung:
Alfabeta, 2016.
10 Sugiono.
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After scoring each answer choice given by the respondent, then to
find out the overall answer to each question, it is calculated through the
Likert analysis method using the formula respondents then to find out
the overall answer to each question, it is calculated through the Likert
analysis method using the following formula:

N=T XPn
Keterangan:
N :Total Score
T :Total of respondents selecting
Pn : Likert score number options

The research instruments used are Validity Test through the
SmartPLS program, Reliability Test, Outer Model Test, Inner Model
Analysis, Hypothesis Test through bootstrapping.

Result and Discussion

Validity Test

The validity of the indicator can be seen from the value of the Load
Factor (LF) according to the instructions. According to the rule of thumb,
a value of the LF index = 0,7 is considered valid. However, during the
development of new models or indicators, LF values between 0,5 and 0,6
are still acceptable.ll and AVE (Average Variance Extracted / AVE) value.
Loading Factor value > 0.5, AVE value with a significant rate > 0.50. If the
Loading Factor value is > 0.5 and the AVE value is > 0.50, it can be said to
be valid. In detail the loading factor values can be seen in table 2:

Table 2: Final Model Loading Factor

ASU PEoU MM PU
(Y) (X1) (M) (X2)

PEoU 1.1 0,751

PEoU 1.2 0,798

ASU 1.1 0,683

ASU 3.2 0,632

ASU 4.1 0,666

1 Sofyan Yamin and Heri Kurniawan, “Generasi Baru Mengolah Data Penelitian Dengan
Partial Least Square Path Modeling,” Jakarta: Salemba Infotek, 2011.
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MM 1.1 0,543
MM 2.1 0,665
MM 3.1 0,659
PU 1.1 0,639
PU 3.1 0,669
PU 4.2 0,730
PU 5.2 0,548

Source: SmartPLS Processed Data, 2023

Based on Table 2 above, it shows that all loading factors have a
value of more than 0.5, so it can be said that it has fulfilled convergent
validity.

Table 3: Results of Examination of Construct Validity Based
on AVE

Averange Variance Extracte
(AVE)
Actual System Use (Y) 0,605
Perceived Easy of Use (X1) 0,503
Perceived Usefulness (Y) 0,566
Interest in Using (M) 0,606

Source: SmartPLS Processed Data, 2023

Table 2 above shows that all constructs based on AVE have a value
of more than 0.5, so it can be said that they have met convergent validity.

Reliability Test Results

The reliability test is used to test the extent of the constraints of a
testing tool to be used again for the same researcher. Evaluation of the
construct reliability value is measured by the Composite Reliability
value. The Composite Reliability value of all constructs must be = 0.7.
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Table 4: Results of Checking the Reliability of Constructs Based on

Composite Reliability
Composite Reliability
Actual System Use (Y) 0,753
Perceived Easy of Use (X1) 0,751
Perceived Usefulness (Y) 0,718
Interest In Using (M) 0,746

Source: SmartPLS Processed Data, 2023

From the table above, it shows that all constructs based on
Composite Reliability have a value of more than 0,7 so that it can be said
that the indicators are consistent in measuring their constructs.

Outer Model Analysis

The stage in assessing the outer model can be seen through the
outer loading value in the outer model. Data processing with SmartPLS
shows that the loading factor value in the initial model has met
convergent validity. A data is said to be convergent validity if it is
indicated by all indicators that have a loading factor value > 0.4 and vice
versa if the overall loading factor value < 0.4 then it does not meet
convergent validity. Figure 1 shows the outer model partial least square
analysis as follows:
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Figure 1: Partial Least Square (PLS) Model (PLS)
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Figure 2: Outer Model Partial Least Square (PLS) Test
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Based on the path coefficient output in Figure 2, the stage in
assessing the outer model can be seen through the outer loading value in
the outer model. Data processing with SmartPLS shows that the loading
factor value in the initial model has met convergent validity. A data is
said to be convergent validity if it is indicated by all indicators that have
a loading factor value > 0,4 and vice versa if the overall loading factor
value <0,4 then it does not meet convergent validity and is dropped from
the next research diagram.

Figure 3: Full Model After Calculation
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At this stage it can be seen that all data loading factor has a value
greater than 0,7 and 0,5, so the data is declared valid and ready to use.

Inner Model Analysis

The structural model is estimated using the coefficient of
determination (R2 test) and the path coefficient, namely the t-value. The
R2 value is used to measure the degree of variation of the independent
variable in the dependent variable. The higher the R2 value, the better
the prediction model of the proposed search model. However, R2 is not
an absolute parameter to measure the accuracy of the prediction model,
because the theoretical basis of the relationship is the most important
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explanatory parameter of the cause-and-effect relationship. Table 4
shows the R-squared test as follows:

Table 5: R-square (R2) Value

R-square
Interest in Using 0,069
Actual System Use 0,456

Source: SmartPLS Processed Data, 2023

Table 5 shows that the R-squared value for using the actual
system is 0,456. This shows that 45,6% of actual system usage can be
explained by perceived ease of use, perceived usefulness and interest in
using it, and 54,4% The rest can be explained by other factors. The R-
squared value for the interest rate used is 0,069. This shows that 6,9% of
usage preferences can be explained by perceived ease of use, perceived
usefulness, and the remaining 93,1% can be explained by other factors.

Hypothesis Test

Hypothesis Test Based on the data processing conducted by
researchers can be used to answer the hypothesis of this study. The
following are the results obtained in the hypothesis test on the research
model by looking at the T-Statistics value and the P-Values value. With a
T-Statistics value> 1.65 and a P-Values value <0.1 as follows:

Table 6: Structural Model Evaluation

T-Statistic Effect
(0O/STA P-Values (Percentage)
DEV)
MM (M) -> ASU (Y) 6,608 0,000 29,2%
Intervening XI->M 3,398 0,000 7,5%
-> ASU (Y)
Intervening X2->M 0,585 0,279 0,9%
-> ASU (Y)
PEoU (XI) -> ASU 6,631 0,000 36,7%
(Y)
PU (X2 -> ASU (Y) 6,132 0,000 34,1%
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PEoU (X1) -> MM 4,482 0,000 25,5%
(M)
PU(X2)->MM (M) | 0,585 0,279 3%

Source: SmartPLS Processed Data, 2023

Effect of Perceived Ease of Use on Actual System Use

Perceived ease of use is hypothesized to affect actual system use.
The following are the results of the significance test of these hypotheses
through statistical hypotheses:

Table 7: Test Results of the Effect of Perceived Ease
of Use on Actual System Use

T-Statistic
(0/STADEV) P- Values
PEoU (XI) -> ASU (Y) 6,633 0,000

Source: SmartPLS Processed Data, 2023

Based on table 7, it can be seen that the relationship between
perceived ease of use and actual system use is significant with a t-
statistic of 6,633 (t-count more than 1,65) and a P-value of 0,000 <0.1. It
can be concluded that Perceived Ease of Use has a positive and significant
effect on Actual System Use.

Effect of Perceived Usefulness on Actual System Use

Perceived usefulness is hypothesized to affect actual system use.
The following are the results of the significance test of these hypotheses
through statistical hypotheses:

Table 8: Test Results of the Effect of Perceived Usefulness
on Actual System Use

T-Statistic
(0/STADEV) P- Values
PU (X2) -> ASU (Y) 4,482 0,000

Source: SmartPLS Processed Data, 2023
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Based on Table 8, it can be seen that the relationship between
perceived usefulness and actual system usage is significant with a t-
statistic of 4,482 (t-number greater than 1,65) and a P-value is 0,000 <
0,1. It can be concluded that perceived usefulness has a positive and
significant impact on the actual use of the system.

Effect of Perceived Ease of Use on Interest in Using

Perceived ease of use is hypothesized to affect interest in using.
The following are the results of the significance test of these hypotheses
through statistical hypotheses:

Table 9: Test Results of the Effect of Perceived Ease of
Use on Interest in Using

T-Statistic P- Values
(0/STADEV)
PEoU (XI) -> MM (M) 6,132 0,000

Source: SmartPLS Processed Data, 2023

Based on Table 9, it can be seen that the relationship between
perceived ease of use and preference to use is significant with a t-statistic
of 6,132 (t-number greater than 1,65) and a P-value of 0,001 <0,1 . It can
be concluded that perceived ease of use has a positive and significant
impact on the enjoyment of use.

Effect of Perceived Usefulness on Interest in Using

Perceived usefulness is hypothesized to affect interest in using.
The following are the results of the significance test of these hypotheses
through statistical hypotheses:

Table 10: Test Results of the Effect of Perceived Usefulness
on Interest in Using

T-Statistic
(0/STADEV) P- Values
PU (X2) -> MM (M) 0,585 0,278

Source: SmartPLS Processed Data, 2023
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Based on table 10, it can be seen that the relationship between
perceived usefulness and interest in using is insignificant with a t-
statistic of 0,585 (t-count less than 1,65) and a P-value of 0,278 > 0.1. It
can be concluded that perceived usefulness has no effect on interest in
using.

Effect of Interest in Using on Actual System Use

Interest in using is hypothesized to affect actual system use. The
following are the results of the significance test of this hypothesis
through statistical hypotheses:

Table 11: Test Results of the Effect of Interest in Using
on Actual System Use

T-Statistic P- Values
(0/STADEV)
MM (M) -> ASU (Y) 6,608 0,000
Source: SmartPLS Processed Data, 2023

Based on table 11, the relationship between interest in using and
actual system usage is significant with a t-count of 6,608 (t-count is more
than 1,65) and a P-Values value of 0,000 <0,1. It can be concluded that
interest in using has a positive and significant effect on actual system
usage.

Effect of Perceived Ease of Use on Actual System Use with Interest
in Using as an Intervening Variable

Seen ease of utilize is hypothesized to influence real framework
utilize with intrigued in utilizing as a mediating variable. The taking after
are the comes about of the noteworthiness test of this theory through
factual speculations:
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Table 12: Test Results of the Effect of Perceived Ease of Use on
Actual System Use with Interest in Using as an Intervening
Variable

T-Statistic
(0/STADEV) P- Values
Intervening X1 -> M -> 3,398 0,000

ASU (Y)
Source: SmartPLS Processed Data, 2023

Based on table 12, it appears that seen ease of utilize includes a
positive and noteworthy impact on real framework utilize with interest
in utilizing as an mediating variable. Typically shown by a t-statistic of
3,398 (t-count more than 1,65) and P-values of 0,000 <0,1.

Effect of Perceived Usefulness on Actual System Use with Interest in
Using as an Intervening Variable

Seen value is hypothesized to influence real framework utilize
with intrigued in utilizing as a mediating variable. The taking after are
the comes about of the centrality test of this speculation through factual
theories.

Table 13: Test Results of the Effect of Perceived Usefulness on
Actual System Use with Interest in Using as an Intervening
Variable

T-Statistic
(O/STADEV)
Intervening X2 -> M -> 0,587 0,279

ASU (Y)
Source: SmartPLS Processed Data, 2023

P- Values

Based on table 13, it appears that seen convenience has no impact
on genuine framework utilize with intrigued in utilizing as an mediating
variable. Typically shown by the t-statistic 0,587 (t-count less than 1,65)
and P-values of 0,279> 0,1.
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Discussion of Research Results

The esteem analyzed in theory testing is the esteem within the t-
statistic created from the PLS yield by comparing the t-table. Analyzed is
the esteem within the t-statistic created from the PLS yield by comparing
the t-table. PLS yield is an assess of idle factors which are straight totals
of pointers. Testing criteria with a centrality level (o) of 10%. The
speculation utilized is as takes after:

1. If t-calculated > than t-table which is more than 1,65, then the
hypothesis is accepted.

2. If t-calculated > than t-table which is less than 1,65, then the
hypothesis is rejected.

Speculation testing with PLS is carried out in two stages stages,
specifically calculating the coordinate impact of autonomous inactive
factors on subordinate inactive factors, and calculating the impact of free
latents on subordinate idle factors with mediations.

Hypothesis Testing 1: Direct Effect of Perceived Ease of Use on
Actual System Use

The 1st theory which looks at the relationship between seen ease
of utilize and genuine framework utilize is critical with a t-statistic
esteem of 6,632 (t-count more than 1,65) and a P-value of 0,000 <0,1. It
can be concluded that seen ease of utilize influences genuine framework
utilize. Therefore, the primary speculation is acknowledged. From the
information, it can be deciphered that the test information of the
autonomous idle variable (seen ease of utilize) effectively demonstrates
the relationship with the subordinate inactive variable (genuine
framework utilize), or in other words, XI encompasses a noteworthy
impacton.

Seen ease of utilize contains a coordinate impact on genuine
framework utilize of 36.7%. The higher the ease of utilize of the BSI
Versatile benefit framework, the higher the real utilize, and bad habit
versa, the lower the ease of utilize of the BSI Versatile framework, the
lower the real utilize. The comes about of the think about which state
that seen ease of utilize influences real framework utilize is reinforced
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by the TAM (Innovation Acceptane Demonstrate) hypothesis by Davis
which states that seen ease of utilize is one of the foremost critical
components in building innovation integration. In case the innovation is
simple to utilize, at that point genuine utilize happens.12

This investigate is in line with inquire about conducted by Ricky
Aditya and Aditya Wardana which looks at the impact of seen value and
seen ease of utilize on behavioral deliberate with the Innovation
Acceptane Show (TAM) approach on LINE moment informing clients in
Indonesia. And investigate conducted by Rila Anggraini which talks
about the impact of seen ease of utilize, seen convenience on intrigued in
utilizing and genuine utilize of location-based organizing
administrations conducted at Brawijaya College with a populace of
understudies.13

Based on the results that have been carried out, it can be
concluded that respondents in the form of the community feel the ease
of use of the BSI Mobile service so as to cause actual use, which means
that the community is able to accept BSI Mobile services properly.

Hypothesis Testing 2: Direct Effect of Perceived Usefulness on
Actual System Use

The second hypothesis examines the relationship between the
perceived direct effect of utility on actual system usage, with a t-statistic
of 4,483 (calculated t > 1.65) and a P-value of 0.000< 0.1 significant. From
this we can conclude that the perceived benefits influence the practical
use of the system. Therefore, his second hypothesis of this study is
accepted. From the results of this data, the sample data for the
independent variable (perceived utility) was able to show a relationship
between the dependent variable (actual system usage), i.e. X2 has a
significant impact on the system can be interpreted as Y.

12 Davis, “Perceived Usefulness, Perceived Ease of Use, and User Acceptance of Information
Technology.”

13 Rila Anggraeni, “Pengaruh Persepsi Kemudahan Penggunaan Dan Persepsi Kegunaan
Terhadap Niat Untuk Menggunakan Dan Penggunaan Aktual Layanan Jejaring Sosial
Berbasis Lokasi (Studi Pada Mahasiswa Fakultas Ekonomi Dan Bisnis Universitas
Brawijaya Malang),” Ekonomi Bisnis 20, no. 1 (2015).
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Perceived benefits directly impact 34.1% of actual system
utilization. The higher the BSI mobile service benefit, the higher the
actual usage. And vice versa. The smaller the BSI mobile service benefit,
the lower the actual usage. The findings of this study that perceived
usefulness affects actual system utilization are similar to those of Davis,
who said that perceived usefulness is one of the most important factors
in building technology integration. supported by the Technology
Acceptane Model (TAM) theory of Technology is actually used when it
helps 1%4. The results of this research are in line with research conducted
by mega purwitasari and dudi pratomo which discusses the effect of
perceived usefulness and perceived ease of use on actual system use
(SPT filling efficiency) according to taxpayer perceptions. this research
was conducted at KPP Pratama Bandung.1>

The results of his research state that perceived usefulness affects
actual system use.1® And research conducted by Putu Ayu Mira Witriyani
Wida, et.al which discusses the application of the TAM (Technology
Acceptance Model) model to Instagram user behavior. The results of his
research state that perceived usefulness affects actual system use.l”

Based on the results that have been carried out, it can be
concluded that respondents in the form of the community feel the
benefits of the BSI Mobile service so as to cause actual use, which means
that the community is able to accept BSI Mobile services properly. Even
though the benefits of BSI Mobile services have been felt by the
community, giving rise to actual use, the company PT Bank Syariah
Indonesia must continue to increase the credibility and sophistication of
applications and services that provide benefits in order to increase the
actual use of the community.

14 Davis, “Perceived Usefulness, Perceived Ease of Use, and User Acceptance of Information
Technology.”

15 Mega Purwitasari and Dudi Pratomo, “Pengaruh Perceived Usefulness Dan Perceived Ease
Of Use Terhadap Actual System Usage (Efisiensi Pengisian SPT) Menurut Persepsi Wajib
Pajak (Survey Terhadap Pengusaha Kena Pajak Pada KPP Pratama Bandung Cibeunying),”
EProceedings of Management 2, no. 3 (2015).

16 Purwitasari and Pratomo.

17 Ayu Prasetya Dewi, Ni Nyoman Kerti Yasa, and Putu Yudi Setiawan, “Integrasi TAM Dan
ECM Dalam Menjelaskan Niat Membeli Kembali Produk Fashion Secara Online Di Kota
Denpasar,” E-Jurnal Ekonomi Dan Bisnis Universitas Udayana 6, no. 06 (2017).
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Hypothesis Testing 3: The Effect of Perceived Ease of Use on Interest
in Using

The third hypothesis, which examines the association between
perceived ease of use and interest in use, is significant with a t-statistic
of 6,133 (t-count greater than 1.65) and a p-value of 0.000<0.1. From this
we can conclude that perceived usability influences user interest. His
third hypothesis of the study is then accepted. From the results of this
data, we can conclude that the sample data for the independent latent
variable (perceived ease of use) successfully demonstrated a
relationship with the variable M (interest in use), i.e. X2 is influential can
about M.

Perceived ease of use directly influences user interest 25.5%. The
easier it is to use Sharia services, the more interest there is in using them.
And vice versa. The less convenient BSI mobile services are, the less
interest there is in using them. The findings of this study that perceived
ease of use influences interest are in line with Davis' Technology
Acceptane, who said that perceived ease of use was one of the most
important factors in building technology integration. It is supported by
the Model (TAM) theory. the person's interest in using technology 18.
This research is in line with research conducted by Ricky Aditya and
Aditya Wardana which examines the effect of perceived usefulness and
perceived ease of use on interest in using the Technology Acceptane
Model (TAM) approach for LINE instant messaging users in Indonesia 1°.
Research conducted by Istiarni which discusses the analysis of the effect
of perceived benefits, ease of use, and credibility on interest in repeated
use of internet banking with attitudes of use as an intervening variable.20

18 Davis, “Perceived Usefulness, Perceived Ease of Use, and User Acceptance of Information
Technology.”

B Ricky Aditya and Aditya Wardhana, “Pengaruh Perceived Usefulness Dan Perceived Ease
of Use Terhadap Behavioral Intention Dengan Pendekatan Technology Acceptance Model
(TAM) Pada Pengguna Instant Messaging LINE Di Indonesia,” Jurnal Siasat Bisnis 20, no.
1 (2016): 24-32.

2 Panggih Rizki Dwi Istiarni and Paulus Basuki Hadiprajitno, “Analisis Pengaruh Persepsi
Manfaat, Kemudahan Penggunaan Dan Kredibilitas Terhadap Minat Penggunaan Berulang
Internet Banking Dengan Sikap Penggunaan Sebagai Variabel Intervening (Studi Empiris:
Nasabah Layanan Internet Banking Di Indonesia),” Diponegoro Journal of Accounting 3, no.
2 (2014): 1-10, http://ejournal-s1.undip.ac.id/index.php/accounting.



281 Mundhori and Ahmad Syakur

A study conducted by Saleh Al-Harbi examines the use of
technology acceptance models to understand academic behavioral
interest in using learning management systems and discusses e-learning.
His research results show that perceptions of usability influence interest
in its use.2! And a study conducted by Endan Fatmawati examines library
information systems with the aim of understanding user attitudes
toward technology acceptance. Their research results show that
perceptions of usability influence interest in its use.??2 Based on the
results of the survey conducted, it can be concluded that respondents are
aware of the ease of use of BSI mobile services in the form of
communities and that there is an increasing interest in their use. The
community can accept the service well.

Hypothesis Testing 4: The Effect of Perceived Usefulness on Interest
in Using

A fourth hypothesis, testing the association between perceived
usefulness and usage interest, has a t-statistic of 0,586 (t-count less than
1,65) and a P-value of 0,279 > 0.1, which is not significant. From this we
can conclude that the perceived benefits do not affect the interest of use.
Therefore, the fourth hypothesis is rejected. Only 3% of perceived
benefits have a direct impact on user interest. The lower the benefit of
the Rinkhaja Shariah service, the lower the interest of those who use it.
In one study, Feronica Mayasari et al. used the Technology Acceptance
Model (TAM) framework to discuss policy-based internet banking use to
explore the history and impact of customer attitudes towards internet
banking use. His research results show that perceived usefulness does
not affect user interest.23 Based on the results of the research that has
been carried out, it can be concluded that respondents in the form of the
community do not feel the benefits of the BSI Mobile service so that it

2L Saleh Alharbi and Steve Drew, “Using the Technology Acceptance Model in
Understanding Academics’ Behavioural Intention to Use Learning Management Systems,”
International Journal of Advanced Computer Science and Applications 5, no. 1 (2014).

22 Endang Fatmawati, “Technology Acceptance Model (TAM) Untuk Menganalisis
Penerimaan  Terhadap  Sistem Informasi Di  PerpustakaanM  INFORMASI
PERPUSTAKAAN,” Igra: Jurnal Perpustakaan Dan Informasi 9, no. 1 (2015): 196942.

2 Feronica Mayasari, Elisabeth Penti Kurniawati, and Paskah Ika Nugroho, “Anteseden Dan
Konsekuen Sikap Nasabah Dalam Menggunakan Internet Banking Dengan Menggunakan
Kerangka Technology Acceptance Model (TAM)(Survey Pada Pengguna KlikBCA),”
Semantik 1, no. 1 (2011).
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causes less interest in the use of BSI Mobile services, which means that
the community is less able to accept BSI Mobile services properly. PT
Bank Syariah Indonesia must further improve the credibility and
sophistication of applications and services that provide benefits in order
to increase public interest in using BSI Mobile services in Kediri city.

Hypothesis Testing 5: The Effect of Interest in Using on Actual
System Use

The fifth hypothesis, which tests the association between usage
interest and actual system usage, is significant with a t-statistic of 6,609
(t-count greater than 1,65) and a P-value of 0,000 <0,1. From this we can
conclude that interest in usage influences the actual use of the system.
Therefore, his fifth hypothesis of the study is accepted. The results for
this data interpret that the sample data for the latent variable M (interest
in use) can demonstrate a relationship with the dependent variable
(actual system use), i.e. M influences the system. Y. Concern about usage
has a direct impact on the actual system utilization of 29,2%. The higher
the interest in using the BSI Mobile Services system, the higher the actual
usage. And vice versa. The lower the interest in using the BSI mobile
services system, the lower the actual usage.

The results of this study are consistent with research findings.
The findings of this study are consistent with the work of Joni Hendra
and Ahmad Iskandar, who discuss the application of his TAM model to
users of Situbond's Jatim Bank Branch Internet Banking His service.24
and study conducted by Aditya Arie Hanggono examines an analysis of
TAM (Technology Acceptance Model) practices in supporting online
businesses through the use of the Instagram social network. His research
results show that user interest influences actual system usage.2>

24 Joni Hendra, “Aplikasi Model TAM Terhadap Pengguna Layanan Internet Banking Di
Kantor Bank Jatim Cabang Situbondo,” Jurnal llmiah Ecobuss 4, no. 1 (2016): 40-48.

% Aditya Arie Hanggono, “Analisis Atas Praktek Tam (Technology Acceptance Model)
Dalam Mendukung Bisnis Online Dengan Memanfaatkan Jejaring Sosial Instagram”
(Brawijaya University, 2015).
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Hypothesis Testing 6: The Effect of Perceived Ease of Use on Actual
System Use through Interest in Using

Results from testing the sixth hypothesis show that perceived
ease of use influences actual system usage through usage concerns. This
is indicated by a T statistic of 3,399 (T count greater than 1,65) and a P
value of 0,000 < 0.1. His sixth hypothesis in this study is therefore
accepted, showing a significant effect of 7,5%. The higher the ease of use
of the system and the higher the interest in using the BSI Mobile service,
the higher the actual utilization rate. And vice versa. The lower the
usability of the system and the lower the interest in using the BSI Mobile
service, the lower the actual utilization rate. actual usage. The findings
are supported by Davis' Technology Acceptance Model (TAM) theory
that ease of use evokes an individual's interest in use and leads to actual
use. The results of this study are also supported by the rational action
theory introduced by Fishbein and Ajzen. The theory is that actual use
arises from interest in use.26

As a result of the survey, it is believed that simply using BSI
Mobile's services in the form of a community arouses interest among
respondents and influences actual usage. However, in order to increase
the actual use of the Kediri city community by user interest, the
relationship between convenience and actual use by user interest needs
to be improved, especially in terms of accessibility and service quality.

Hypothesis Testing 7: The Effect of Perceived Usefulness on Actual
System Use Through Interest in Using

The study model also shows that indirect effects exist between
study variables. A seventh hypothesis for the data test results is that the
t-statistic value is 0,586 (t-count less than 1,65) and the t-statistic value
is less than Da for T-count, so the value of P-value is 0,279 > 0.1. is
showing. It was decided to reject H7 because the significance level of is
greater than 0.1, or 0,279. Therefore, based on our test results, we know
that perceived utility has no impact on actual system usage if we are
interested in usage as an intervening variable. Influence is 0,9%. The
lower the benefits and interest of a system using the BSI Mobile service,

% Mahyarni Mahyarni, “Theory of Reasoned Action Dan Theory of Planned Behavior
(Sebuah Kajian Historis Tentang Perilaku),” Jurnal El-Riyasah 4, no. 1 (2013): 13-23.
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the lower the actual usage. In this study, the results of testing the effect
of perceived usefulness did not directly affect usage interest with a t-
statistic of 0,586 < 1 > 0,1, but actual system usage by perceived
usefulness and interest the indirect effect between was tested in the
following way. As an intervening variable this also proves that usage
interest cannot be an intervening variable for the impact of perceived
usefulness on actual system usage with a t-statistic of 0,856 1 0,1. This
indicates that perceived utility has no impact on actual system usage, and
that we are interested in usage as an intervening variable. This means
that using usage interest as an intervening variable is inappropriate and
does not support the impact of perceived utility on actual system usage.
As such, it may be better to increase the actual system usage through
other intervening variables that may be explored by future
researchers. Based on the results of the surveys conducted, respondents
in the form of community did not perceive the benefits of using BSI
mobile services, which led to a lack of interest in using the service and
impacting the actual service. We can conclude that Therefore, in order to
increase the actual use of interest by people in Kediri city, there is a need
to improve the relationship between utility and actual use of interest,
especially in services.

Conclusion

The study first concludes that perceived usability variables have
a positive and significant impact on the actual use of the system. This
means that a user of BSI Mobile Services feels that the ease of use of the
application encourages her use of BSI Mobile Services. Second,
recognized utility variables have a positive and significant impact on the
actual use of the system. This means that a user of BSI Mobile Services
feels that the benefits of the application will facilitate her use of BSI
Mobile Services. Third, perceived usability has a positive and significant
impact on usage intent. This means that users of BSI Mobile Services
believe that the ease of use of the application will facilitate their use of
BSI Mobile Services. Fourth, fluctuations in perceived utility do not affect
consumer preferences. This means users of BSI mobile services. It turns
out that the benefits of the application failed to arouse her interest in
using BSI mobile services. Fifth, the perceived usability variable has a
positive and significant impact on the actual use of the system. This
means that a user of BSI Mobile Services feels that her preference for
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using applications has led her to use her BSI Mobile Services. Sixth, the
perception of ease of use has a positive and significant impact on the
actual use of the system through the interest in using the system. This
means that users perceive that the usability of the application is
interesting and can ultimately encourage them to use the application.
And seventh, the perceived benefit does not affect the actual use of the
system by the variable "usage preference". This means that the benefits
of the BSI mobile service application can be immediately understood by
users, even if they are not initially interested. This research can be used
as a reference in the process of improving services and disseminating
information in the ease of using Mobile banking and complementing
existing theories. This research can also be used as a reference for
Islamic financial actors in taking roles and responsibilities in the form of
comprehensive socialisation to all levels of society and easy access to
financing. This research is a descriptive quantitative study limited to the
city of Kediri, not comprehensive throughout Indonesia, therefore future
research needs to expand the research coverage area.
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Abstract

This paper aims to explore the opulence of Islam in Western
nations, paying special attention to the contributions of Muhammad
Hamidullah, one of the most influential Islamic scholars of the 20th
century, whose works have been translated into English, German, Sindhi,
and Turkish. His writings have gained widespread acclaim. The paper
also examines his writings, demonstrating Muhammad Hamidullah'’s
bravery. This study holds significance because he maintained the highest
standards of academic integrity. The study further examines his
contributions to critical areas of Islamic scholarship, including Islamic
politics, Hadith literature, Qur’anic translation, Prophet Muhammad’s
(pbuh) biography, and Islamic international law. These areas of study
could be a valuable and trustworthy source of information. The study
briefly addresses his foreign education, his prolonged stay for research,
his acquisition of foreign languages, his strategies for promoting Islam
through his writings, and his determination to bring the light of Islam to
non-Muslims in order to highlight the splendour of Islam. His writings
serve as the primary sources for illuminating the splendour of Islam, and
a qualitative content analysis of them has been the methodology
employed in this study. Finally, the study provides information about
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him and his commitment to advancing Islam in the West to a global
audience.

Keywords: Educational  Visits, Foreign  Publications,
International Conferences, and Promoting Islam.

Abstrak

Kertas kerja ini bertujuan untuk meneroka keindahan ajaran
Islam di negara-negara Barat, memberi perhatian khusus kepada
sumbangan Muhammad Hamidullah, salah seorang sarjana Islam paling
berpengaruh pada abad ke-20, yang karyanya telah diterjemahkan ke
dalam bahasa Inggeris, Jerman, Sindhi, dan Turki. Tulisannya telah
mendapat pujian yang meluas. Kajian ini itu juga meneliti tulisannya,
menunjukkan keberanian Muhammad Hamidullah. lanya penting kerana
mengekalkan standard integriti akademik yang tertinggi. Kajian itu
seterusnya mengkaji sumbangan kritis beliau dalam bidang keilmuan
Islam seperti politik Islam, kesusasteraan Hadis, terjemahan al-Quran,
biografi Nabi Muhammad (saw), dan undang-undang antarabangsa
Islam. Bidang pengajian ini boleh menjadi sumber maklumat yang
berharga dan boleh dipercayai. Kajian itu secara ringkas juga
membincangkan pendidikan beliau di luar negara, tempoh penyelidikan,
pemerolehan bahasa asing, strateginya untuk mempromosikan Islam
melalui tulisannya, dan keazamannya untuk membawa cahaya Islam
kepada orang bukan Islam untuk menonjolkan kemegahan Islam.
Tulisan beliau berfungsi sebagai sumber utama untuk menerangi
keindahan ajaran Islam, dan analisis kandungan kualitatif mengenainya
telah menjadi metodologi yang digunakan dalam kajian ini. Akhirnya,
kajian itu memberikan maklumat tentang beliau dan komitmennya
untuk memajukan Islam di Barat kepada khalayak global.

Kata kunci: Lawatan Pendidikan, Penerbitan Asing, Persidangan
Antarabangsa, dan Mempromosikan Islam.
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Introduction

One of the most well-known academics in the Indo-Pak region,
Muhammad Hamidullah, dedicated his life to advancing the Islamic
Sciences (Qur’an, Hadith, and Figh). Despite being a native of Hyderabad,
he had travelled to several nations, including France, Germany, Turkey,
Pakistan, Europe, and Saudi Arabia, to witness the splendour of Islam.
His methods for educating non-Muslims about Islam included writing
books, conducting research, giving lectures abroad, and participating in
conferences and seminars. His life serves as a testament to genuine
religious fervour. His works stand out from those of his contemporaries
and are distinctively different from them. His uncle offered him the
advice to make it plain to non-Muslims what Islam looks like when the
foundations of the British Raj in India became unstable. God endowed
Hamidullah with various positive character attributes, including his
excellent recall, tenacity, generosity, and sincere devotion to Islam. He
decided to coexist with non-Muslims and dispel the myths about Islam
that were turning non-Muslims against it.!

History is replete with instances of clashes between the West and
Islam. With the dawn of the twenty-first century, the phase of the
struggle for world hegemony intensified, and worries about religious
and civilisational issues have grown significantly.2 At the start of the 19th
century, tensions began to be settled. As Muslim culture and practices
spread throughout Western nations, these disputes started to fade.
Samuel Huntington’s study provided the West with new guidelines for
its approach towards the Muslim world.? Arnold Toynbee and Basil
Mathew are thought to have used the phrase “clash of civilisations” in
their scholarly papers back in 1923 and 1926, respectively. Numerous
experts have attempted to disprove the inaccuracy of Islamic moral
teachings by studying Islamic studies. Instead of seeking knowledge,
those academics looked into Muslim rights and Islamic ideals in terms of
logical facts and attempted to alter the originality of Islamic law. They
made an effort to portray Islam as a primitive and uncivilised faith. As a

1 Abdul Azim Islahi, Muhammad Hamidullah and His Pioneering Works on Islamic
Economics, King Abdulaziz University Press (2015), p. 13

2 Koechler, Hans. "After September 11: Clash of civilizations or dialogue." lecture given at
the University of the Philippines, Asian Center Manila (2002).

8 Minhas Majeed Khan, "Is a Clash between Islam and the West inevitable." Strategic
Studies 36, no. 2 (2016): 1-23.
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result, the misleading perception of Islam emerged as a formidable
barrier to its path to success.

Additionally, the Muslim community was small then, making it
challenging to portray Islam’s principles. A comparison between
Christian truth and the fallacy of Islamic philosophy was the goal of many
European authors’ work and Nicholas of Cusa’s efforts.# Western nations
have many misconceptions regarding the Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him) and his character. Many Muslims migrated to the West for
better work at the end of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th
centuries. As the Muslim population continues to increase over time,
they have the opportunity to start spreading Islamic ideals to dispel all
the myths propagated by those who support the decline of Islam.

Initially, there was not much literature on Islamic studies in
languages other than English. Even so, English-language versions of
numerous Islamic texts are available. The grandeur of Islam outweighed
even books and the presence of Muslims in Western nations. Muslims
must be free to live freely to uphold their Islamic traditions. According
to Murad Hoffman, “We should understand that the most successful way of
giving invitation of Islam in a purely Non-Muslim environment is that we
should spend our lives silently, peacefully and confidently. Definitely, one
day our neighbours will be attentive towards our cleanliness, friendship,
love, honesty and seriousness. Then, they will ask about our invitation to
Islam.”

A brighter star in the 20th century contributed to the spread of
I[slamic knowledge and whose work in other languages may enable non-
Muslims to comprehend Islam’s significance. According to Murad
Hoffman, Muhammad Hamidullah embodies the characteristics of an
influential preacher. The works and writings of Hamidullah are highly
regarded by his generation’s scholars, writers, and preachers.

4 Christopher Levy, lan, Rita George-Tvrtkovi¢, and Donald F. Duclow. Nicholas of Cusa
and Islam: polemic and dialogue in the Late Middle Ages. Brill, 2014.

5> Hofmann, Murad Wilfried. Journey to Islam: diary of a German diplomat (1951-2000).
Islamic Foundation, 2002.
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Muhammad Hamidullah’s Educational Visits

Muhammad Hamidullah was born at Katal Mandi, a historic
location in Hyderabad, on February 19, 1908, the 16th of Muharram
1326 AH. In order to give his children a solid educational foundation, his
father was concerned about their elementary education and religious
upbringing. Father and other family elders provided Hamidullah with his
early education. When he reached level six, he enrolled in Dar al-Ulum,
and in 1919, he enrolled in Jami’ah Nizamiyah to continue his education.
He studied the Qur’an, Figh, Kalam, Logic, and Philosophy there,
completing the Maulavi and Kamil courses in 1923 and 1924,
respectively. Osmania University in Hyderabad is where he earned his
LLB and Master’s degrees.®

His research work caused him great concern. He tried to gather
information for his dissertation by visiting several libraries in
Hyderabad. When he finished all the available books, but his research
was still incomplete, he travelled to Egypt for more information. He met
some German orientalists from Bonn University there. They invited
Muhammad Hamidullah to their university in recognition of his research
achievements. In addition, they promised to grant him the D. Phil
doctorate in eleven months if he submitted the same thesis to their
university. They made an offer without any financial backing.
Nevertheless, thanks to a transfer scholarship from Osmania University,
he finished his research at Bonn University. The first Western nation
Hamidullah visited for research-related educational purposes was
Germany.

The journey to Germany and the completion of the research were
intended to examine the outcomes of legitimate research findings. His
objective at the time was not to begin evangelising Islamic principles to
non-Muslims. His subsequent trip was from Germany to England, where
he spent three years. He struggled to complete his higher education
during this time, but English universities did not value his Bonn
University degree. As a result, he decided to travel to France, where he
registered at the Sorbonne University and earned a second doctorate, the
D.Litt. After that, in 1936, he returned to Hyderabad and began working

6 Hyderabad: also known as Hyderabad Deccan, located in the south-central Deccan region
of the Indian subcontinent with its capital at the city of Hyderabad.
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as a lecturer at Osmania University. Hamidullah worked in this position
in addition to providing numerous political services.

For example, when India was about to achieve independence, the
Nizam of Hyderabad appointed Hamidullah as a prominent member of
his commission and charged him with representing the state of
Hyderabad at the UN. He was sincere in his work, evidenced by his
overseas travel until the end of his studies and his political service after
returning. However, it is unclear whether he made any efforts to spread
[slam in Western nations. When white men took over Madras (The Raj
Era 1858 to 1909), and it seemed impossible to achieve independence,
his devotion to the opulence of Islam became obvious.” Muhammad
Hamidullah decided to illuminate these non-Muslims in this situation
with the light of Islam.

Muhammad Hamidullah was advised to preach Islam to these
white people by his uncle Qadi Mahmood Sahib. So, he decided to
relocate to France. He travelled to France to promote Islam and decided
to speak in the language of white men while using genuine authenticity.
He worked on completing this task for the remainder of his life and
succeeded in his mission. His work had a positive impact on Muslims
around the world as well as on French Muslims.

In 1985, Hamidullah was awarded the highest civilian award in
Pakistan, Hilal-e-Imtiaz. It was due to his devotional efforts for the cause
of Islam. He donated the whole awarded money to the Islamic Research
Academy, International Islamic University, Islamabad, in recognition of
which the institute set the names of its library in his name.8 He was also
nominated for the King Faisal Award. However, he refused to have it and
feared that if he were to accept any worldly reward for his work, he
might not get his due in the hereafter.?

"James Wynbrandt, A brief history of Pakistan. Infobase Publishing, 2009. p.11

8 Abdul Azim Islahi, Medieval Islamic economic thought: Filling the great gap in European
economics, Publisher

Routledge, SM Ghazanfar — 2004, p.7.

9Sohel Ahmad, Roger G. Schroeder, The impact of human resource management practices on
operational performance: recognizing country and industry differences, Journal of
Operations Management, Volume21, IssuelJanuary 2003, pp. 19-43.
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Promoting Islam through Writing

To advance the actual image of Islam, Muhammad Hamidullah
became fluent in several languages. He worked to improve his language
skills so non-Muslims could learn about Islam’s message. It was intended
to make reading easier for foreign readers by promoting Islam in other
languages. Hamidullah’s most notable contribution was his attempt to
adapt Islam’s moral principles to the mindset and psychology of the
time’s Westerners. Author Muhammad Hamidullah produced numerous
religious and scholarly works throughout his lifetime.10

His writings set him apart from other academics and served as an
inspiration to many non-Muslims in France. He was a passionate
researcher and a devout scholar of Islam. He went into detail on each of
the main areas of Islamic study. For instance, there are translations of
the Qur’an, Hadith, Islamic law, and Sirah. His initial interest was in
studying law on a global scale. His entire life was devoted to law between
1930 and 1940. He produced numerous Urdu translations of legal texts
written in French and English. The Osmania University Department of
Translation also released those books. We can assert that Muhammad
Hamidullah provided some of the earliest high-quality books in Urdu on
the subject matter of contemporary international law.

Sheikh Arshad claims that Muhammad Hamidullah is to blame for
the idea of analysing Western art and education from an Islamic
perspective becoming so popular in the Islamic world. It was believed
that an effort should be made to gather international legal principles
similar to Islamic restraints and give them a new shape to represent
something new to the rest of the world. The Islamization of knowledge
was the term for this idea.ll

Many academics attempted to learn more about this in 1980.
However, if we read Muhammad Hamidullah’s earliest books on
international law in Urdu, we would realise that he was the first to put
much effort into this idea. He examined Western international law and

10 Syed Faiyazuddin Ahmad, "Story of King Faisal Prize ", Impact International, January-
March, 2003, p. 20.

1 Muhammad Avrif, Imran Ali, and Muhammad Asfaham. "Domestic Policies of General Zia
Ul Haq towards Islamization during 1979-88." Harf-0-Sukhan 6, no. 1 (2022): 60-69.
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international relations theories, presented his findings concerning
Islamic warfare and its governing principles, and assessed brand-new
inconsistent outcomes. By examining how Western ideas and practises
relate to Islamic law, Muhammad Hamidullah provided the foundation
for this Islamic education.

Muhammad Hamidullah became interested in studying Islamic
International Law after studying international law. His first study of
I[slamic law from a global perspective was for his degree at the German
university Bonn. His second lengthy research project with two key
sections earned him a degree from the University of Paris. The discussion
isin the first section, and the documents about the Prophet Covenant and
the Caliphate of Rashidun are in the second section. He decided to write
Prophet Muhammad’s (pbuh) biography after becoming intrigued by the
life of the Prophet while working on the facts of these documents. After
finishing his studies at Sorbonne University, he began writing the
Prophet Muhammad'’s (pbuh) Sirah. He dedicated the remaining five to
six decades of his life to studying Sirah after becoming involved. He
stopped doing research on international law after this point. Although he
had written numerous articles, no new book could be found during this
time.

His work has a prominent status in the literature of the Hadith.
For instance, the work of Muhammad Hamidullah can be a good initiative
if someone wants to write the history of Hadith. The reason for
Hamidullah’s work’s authenticity is that many earlier writers thought
that the written work on the Hadith collection began two to three
centuries after the Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him). As a result,
some misconceptions and deceptions about the authenticity of Hadith
literature were disseminated. Muhammad Hamidullah tried to
demonstrate that this viewpoint is a myth and nothing more than a
fabrication. He provided evidence to demonstrate that Hadith’s writing
and preservation date back to the time of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh).
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From the Knowledge of Hadith to the Knowledge of Sirah

A student of Abu Hurairah (d.677-78 CE), Hammam ibn Munabbih
(d.719 CE), worked on compiling a Sahifa that contained 140 hadith. He
referred to every Hadith that he had heard from Abu Hurairah. The
manuscripts of this Sahifa were frequently asserted to be in Berlin and
Damascus. This Sahifa served as evidence that Hadith recording began in
the first century. Hamidullah frequently travelled abroad in order to
dispel the misconceptions of orientalists regarding the preservation of
the Hadith. ‘Sahifa Hammam Ibn Munabbih’ is the name of the document
he published. He claimed that this manuscript serves as proof of this
Sahifa and that all the Hadith contained therein are Abu Hurairah’s
accounts. This document was published in Urdu and English by
Hamidullah from Hyderabad in 1955 and 1961.12

After focusing on assembling proof for the Hadith work,
Muhammad Hamidullah changed the focus of his research to the Sirah of
the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh). He shed light on all the significant and
incidental occurrences in his life. After reading Muhammad Hamidullah's
work, many academics and intellectuals feel there is no way to continue
studying the Sirah of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). His
work was not the result of discovering any new information in the Sirah
of the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) but rather was the result of
Hamidullah’s removal of misconceptions by responding to questions
with the appropriate references. Earlier authors have never disputed his
work on Sirah. His writing was extensive, comprehensive, thorough,
thought-provoking, stimulating, inspiring, educational, informative, and
enlightening.

For instance, he did not limit himself to Hadith and books on Sirah
when he began to describe the biography of the Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him). Instead, he looked for manuscripts, ancient
literature and classic works from the Dark Ages, history, books about
related travel, and other books. He employed all the information he
acquired through these sources to create a commentary on Sirah to aid
in understanding. The two editions of this Sirah study were written in

12 Muhammad Hamidullah "Aan-Hazrat salla-llahu alayhi wa sallam aur Khulafa-e Rashidin
ka taallug Tijarat se" (Urdu) (trade as related to the Prophet and his caliphs), The Monthly
Tajalli, Hyderabad Deccan, March, 1927, vol.1, no. 1, pp. 48-54.
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French. The way he describes the events and Prophet Muhammad'’s
(pbuh) experiences in life is very endearing; for instance, if he had
written a paragraph about the incident of any war that took place in
some place between any two tribes, in the following paragraph he
elaborated on where the war was started and why it happened, which
two tribes were involved, and why they failed to settle. This way, every
incident’s history was covered by his description.13

Additionally, he had a distinct method for developing new
research topics. An incident involving Ka’ab ibn Ashraf can be added in
this regard. He was a Jewish tribe leader who consistently protested
against Islam and the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh). A rumour that
Muhammad ibn Musalma Ansari had murdered him was spreading. The
uniqueness of Muhammad Hamidullah’s observation was that he posed
the question of how a Muslim leader could carry out the murder of
another leader at night by sending his servants. Many authors have now
explained how Muhammad bin Musalma Ansari went to kill Ka’b, which
passage he went through, and which sort of dress code he followed, but
Muhammad Hamidullah observed that he raised this issue. Is this
unethical method of killing someone permitted in Islam, he questioned?
His in-depth observation is demonstrated by the questions he asks. Even
though his issues are valid, the leading historians do not share his
perspective. So, The senior Jew who opposed the Prophet, Ka’b ibn al-
Ashraf, passed away, and the Ban al-Nar family and the Jews were
severely affected. The conflict in Khaybar culminated in several hostile
Muslim-Jewish encounters that started with the incident. There seem to
be some discrepancies and hazy reports that have either been wholly
overlooked or for which a sufficient explanation is lacking, despite the
helpful research conducted by earlier researchers. The current study
aims to evaluate the reliability of the accounts of Ka’'b’s murder in light
of some shocking information scattered throughout the era and tafsir
compendia in unexpected places.1#

Furthermore, it would be impossible to find an answer to these
questions in the writings of previous authors. These questions have not

13 Aslam Abdallah, "Muhammad Hamidullah: Scholar Par Excellence.” Islamic Horizons,
Sept.-Oct. 1995: 46-47.

14 Omer bin Abdullah. "Muhammad Hamidullah: A Lifetime of Service to Islamic
Scholarship." Islamic Horizons. July-Aug, 1999, pp. 23-25.
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been addressed by any of Muhammad Hamidullah’s contemporary
writers. Regarding his responses, Muhammad Hamidullah always looked
for trustworthy documentation first. For instance, he first checked
Ka’ab’s status before figuring out which city he was from. If he belonged
there, what did Yathrib City’s boundaries look like? He conducted a
search of Madinah’s surroundings to support his claim that he was not
from Yathrib. Therefore, it was possible that Musalma Ansari quietly
killed him if his residence was not known with certainty. He thus
demonstrated that the claim that the Jewish leader was assassinated
because of his disagreements with Islam was untrue. In addition to
demonstrating the correct response, Muhammad Hamidullah provided
reliable references.1>

His research methodology consisted of asking the most logical
questions before revealing the solutions from a factual standpoint. Due
to his commitment to the veracity of his response, one aspect of his
research methodology is still unclear: the length of time he spent looking
for one unique declaration.

Major Works in French and English

Hamidullah joined the Oriental Studies Research Centre of France
and spent 25 years there.1® During his extended stay in France, he was
short of many necessities of life, but this did not affect his spirit of
writing.l” His most worth-gaining work is the translation and
commentary of the Qur’an in French. Up to now, its 20 editions have been
published. The most widely accepted book of Hamidullah was initially
written in French and had the title of Le Champs de Bataille a Temp di
Prophet (The Battlefields of the Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon
him). All parts of this book were published individually in Islamic Review
(London) from 1952 to 1953.18

15 1bid.

16 Abderrazak, B. Titre en anglais: The writings of Muhammad Hamidullah in French: Trends
and innovations. 2019, p. 321.

17 David Ehrhardt & Ami V. Shah Introduction: Abdul Raufu Mustapha and the study of
difference and power in African states, Oxford Development Studies, 2020, 48:4, 307-314
18 Sadida Athaullah, "Muhammad Hamidullah”, Impact International, January-March,
2003, pp. 14-15.
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After its publication, this book was also published and translated
into several different languages, including Arabic, Persian, Turkish, and
Sindhi. Along with this marvellous work, many articles in these
languages were also written by Muhammad Hamidullah. His major
works are apparent in almost seven languages. For instance, in English,
he has written 12 books, out of which five books are of leading status.
These books’ titles comprise The Battlefields of Prophet Muhammad
(Peace be upon him), The Emergence of Islam, The First Written
Constitution, Introduction to Islam and Muhammad Rasulullah (pbuh).?
The first book was about the services of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh)
when he possessed the Muslim army’s Commander-in-Chief position.
Hamidullah has clearly described the strategies, rules and achievements
of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) in this book.

His book The Emergence of Islam is the embodiment of different
lectures on the subject of the development of the Islamic worldview.
Similarly, other books are also related to the major branches of Islamic
studies. A few renowned articles in English include Islam in Europe,
Islamic Studies in Modern Europe, Islamic Conception of World Order,
Islamic Precedents on Division of Power between Centre and Component
Part, and Oriental Libraries in the East and West.20 Besides these articles,
there are many other informative publications in English by Hamidullah
to cover maximum knowledge about different spheres of life in the light
of Islam.

Works in Urdu and Other Languages

Apart from French and English books and publications,
Hamidullah has also worked in Urdu, Arabic, Persian, Turkish and
German. The total number of his books in all languages is 174, but the
number of articles is innumerable. For instance, the book Doctor
Muhammad Hmidullah written by Muhammad Arshad Sheikh has a
section of his list of Urdu articles, 335. All articles in this language are of
supreme importance. However, a few well-known articles in this

19 Musfir b. Atiq al-Dusari, "al-Tamin al-Ta awuni, bayn Ahlam al-Nazariyah wa Awham
al-Wagqi™ Paper presented to the Forum of al-Tamin al-Ta awuni, held at Riyad during 20-
22 January 2009.

20 M.H. Farugi, "The last citizen of Hyderabad", Impact International, January-March,
2003, pp. 42-44.
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language are Hyderabad educational conference, Madras ki sair, Urdu
Jhandi Boli, Arz-e-Haal, Daak ke khaat, Mjlis-e-Aqwam (it has two
episodes), Gool maiz conference, Tipu Sultan ki Muasharti Eslahat, Baber
Badshah, Siyasi Mashiyat, Islam ki Haybat Agyar ke Dilo Mein, Arab aur
Habsha, Hyderabad ki Khudmukhtari Aur es ka Maazi wa Haal, Hijrat,
Hyderabad ka Haq Azadi, Maktubat e Iran, Maktubat e Roos, Maktubat e
Damishk, Maktubat e London, Maktubat e Berlin, and William Marcais
french translation. In addition, the total number of books written in
Arabicis 30 and articles in Persian are 6.21

International Representation of Islam through Conferences

Muhammad Hamidullah, based on his knowledge and research on
Islamic values, was considered a significant representative of Islam at
French Educational Research Centers. In different religious conferences,
many non-Muslims from different religions were invited to give evidence
from their religions regarding many social and political issues. Similarly,
Hamidullah was invited to such international conferences, where
experts of different religions participated and conducted inter-faith
dialogues. Hamidullah also took part in elaborating inter-faith dialogues.

These inter-faith dialogues were centred on attitude, spiritual,
and religious statements. Muhammad Hamidullah’s participation was
skilful and with a devotional attitude. Many non-Muslim experts from the
confidence of Muhammad Hamidullah got inspired and turned to Islam.
His presence was not limited to international countries; he visited
France’s capital city and other cities. Muhammad Hamidullah delivered
lectures at Muslim and non-Muslim centres in France. In different cities
in France, he visited many mosques and delivered lectures on
Christianity. Mostly, he tried to describe the strength of Islam by
comparing Islamic values and the teachings of other religions. His
presence at international conferences and seminars shows the
practicality of his mission. According to Khursheed Ahmed, Muhammad
Hamidullah had attended meetings in his own country and went to
foreign countries to attend international conferences. Throughout his

2L Qari Muhammad Tahir, Dr. Muhammad Hamidullah ke chand tafarrudat, Fikr-o-Nazar
Vol. 40-41, Nos. 4,1. April — September, 2003 / Safar — Rajab, 1424H. pp. 271-286.
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life, at every place of education and conferences, he has successfully
spread the light of Islam.22

Preaching Islamic Values among Non-Muslims

Many French males and females have accepted Islam due to the
teachings of Muhammad Hamidullah. He was neither bound to any
specific way of preaching nor a member of any preaching commission.
He used two ways of preaching to accomplish his mission. Firstly, his
preaching comprises honest and polite conversation through his
religious articles, lectures, and publications. Secondly, his personality
was a true reflection of Islamic Sirah. He was a man of strong and pious
character. The prominent traits of his personality are contentment,
courteousness, strong determination and faith in Allah. He always met
with non-Muslims with respect and never filled his heart with hatred of
their religion. Non-Muslims were impressed by his knowledge,
expression of speech and sincerity toward Islam. He kept up his efforts
in an environment where most people were against him. In one of his
letters, he mentioned that,

Many people had converted to Islam. This was not due to the
actions of Muslims but due to the will of Allah, according to Hamidullah.
Hamidullah was a confident person, and his courage was remarkable. It
was counted in his daily routine that one or two non-Muslims visit
Hamidullah and accept Islam daily. A famous life incident of a French
Musician can be quoted. This French musician once met an Arab
Representative to dine together. There, he listened to the recitation of
the Qur’an. Many people gathered there. They kept silent and listened to
the recitation in a particular way. It amazed this musician. He confessed
that the intonation and pitch of sounds he studied earlier were nothing
in front of this recitation. At first, he could not understand the recitation
and called it a unique type of music. He stated that this world needs much
time to reach the level of sound patterns in which the recitation was
performed.

For him, it was hard to believe that a human being created this
music and how a person could organise the tone of this music. He tried

22 Abdul-Majid al-Ghouri, Muhammad Hamidullah — Safir al-Islam, Damascus: Dar Ibn
Kathir. (1430/2009), p.56
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to raise questions, but people made him silent. At the end of the
recitation, he began to investigate which sort of music this was. People
around him said it was not a piece of music; it was the recitation of the
Qur’an. He asked if this was the reciter who created this music. Then
people answered that neither the reciter has created this recitation nor
the Qur’an has ever been concerned with music. This sort of recitation is
an art of tajwid. The musician again raised another question: who
invented this art of tajwid? On this, people replied that this concept of
tajwid has been followed since 1400 years earlier when Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh) taught the Holy Qur’an to people, and he taught with
the rules of tajwid. The French musician said if this reciter has recited the
Qur’an in the same way as Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) taught it, then
there is no doubt this book is from Allah. He added that this world has
not yet reached the high standards for rules and regulations associated
with the art of music, shown through this recitation. He went to different
people at different mosques, listened to the recitation repeatedly, and
concluded that the Qur’an is a book of Allah. 23

He went to Hamidullah and said, “I want to accept Islam.”
Hamidullah helped him, but at first, neither could he understand what
this musician was addressing about music and the way of tajwid he
listened, nor could he judge to what extent this musician was proper. He
appointed an Algerian Muslim, who was studying in Paris, to teach the
musician the Qur’an. After one and a half months, the Algerian and the
musician came to Hamidullah. The Algerian Muslim said this musician
had doubts about the Qur’an, and he could not satisfy him.

Hamidullah said that the thing on which this musician laid his
faith foundation was unclear, and what answer could be given to remove
his doubts. However, he started with the name of Allah and asked him to
tell Hamidullah his doubts. He replied that he had heard that the Qur’an
is still preserved as it was saved during the life of Prophet Muhammad
(pbuh), and he had learnt the Qur’an from this man but got confused in
one place. He was of the view that something was missing. He elaborated
on his confusion by telling about his learning experience from this man
who taught him surah Nasar. In this surah, he paused between the words

2 Muhammad Hamidullah, Islam and Communism — A Study in Comparative Thought,
Paris, (First published in 1950, Second Edition Paris 1975; Fourth print Hyderabad Deccan
1981).
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‘Afwaja’ and ‘fasabhe’. However, according to his knowledge of sound
patterns, there should not be a pause between these two words.
Hamidullah said he was amazed when this musician asked this question.
Hamidullah tried to look for a person in his surroundings who had some
knowledge about the rules of tajweed and the art of music, but there was
no one with such sort of competency. After a while, Allah put the answer
in Hamidullah’s mind, and he said in his childhood that when he was
learning the Qur’an, his teacher punished him for pausing between these
two words.24

Then he recited these two words without pausing, and the
musician was thrilled. He took Hamidullah into his lap and said it should
be recited without pause. Hamidullah appointed another teacher to
teach him the rules of tajwid. On and off, this musician came to visit
Hamidullah and repeated the sentence about the Qur’an, saying that this
is the book of Allah. This musician proved to be the best Muslim and
spent a successful life as a Muslim and died in 1970.25

In one of his interviews, he stated the many obstacles in his way,
but instead of facing these obstacles, he achieved significant results. His
statement about the current situation of his efforts is that The
government is against, the church is against, and they have all the
resources, but instead of this, people are becoming Muslims. This is an
astonishing thing. I cannot say anything except that it is due to the
Kindness of Allah and the Blessing of Allah’ 26 which shows his fearless
attitude against the French government. In addition, his spoken and
written words are evidence of his belief in Allah and that the results
achieved are due to the will of Allah, showing his humbleness and
genuine love for Allah.2”

24 Muhammad Hamidullah, "An-Hazrat salla-llahu alayhi wa sallam aur Khulafa-e Rashidin
ka ta“allug Tijarat se" (Urdu) (trade as related to the Prophet and his caliphs), The Monthly
Tajalli, Hyderabad Deccan, March, 1927 vol.1, no. 1, pp. 48-54.

% Qari Muhammad Tahir, Dr. Muhammad Hamidullah ke chand tafarrudat, Fikr-o-Nazar,
Vol. 40-41, Nos. 4,1. April — September, 2003 / Safar — Rajab, 1424H. pp. 271-286.

2 Farugi, M.H., "The last citizen of Hyderabad", Impact International, January-March,
2003pp. 42-44.

27 Sayyid Qasim Mahmud , Doctor Muhammad Hamidullah ki Behtarin Tahriren (The Best
writings of Dr. Hamidullah), New Delhi: Farid Book Depot. Majallat al-Ahkam al-Adliyah
(1349), Sharh Al-Atasi, Hims (Syria): n.p.
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Conclusion

The techniques mentioned above for spreading [slam among non-
Muslims demonstrate the authenticity and commitment of Hamidullah
towards disseminating Islamic knowledge. Whether it was through
composing books, disseminating research articles, delivering speeches,
engaging in discussions with scholars, or participating in international
conferences and seminars, Hamidullah exerted his utmost effort at each
stage to advance Islam. His works genuinely reflect his ardour. His works
are esteemed in academic circles as innovative and of exceptional
quality. For any aspiring researcher, his works can serve as a strong and
dependable foundation for new areas of study. He covered nearly all
significant aspects of [slamic education. He spent much of his life in Paris,
where many non-Muslims embraced Islam. The conversion of these
individuals serves as proof of Hamidullah’s success. He was a selfless
author who wrote for the betterment of the new generation, not for
personal gain. The publishers who published Hamidullah’s French works
became wealthy, but Hamidullah did not accept any payment for his
work. Instead, he donated his award money to those in need and
research institutions.

He devoted his life to the cause of Islam by setting aside his
desires. To put it briefly, Muhammad Hamidullah’s written works cover
various topics about Islamic disciplines, past events, traditions, and
jurisprudence. His valuable additions have had a lasting influence on
I[slamic research, and his expertise in various languages enabled him to
share his expertise with diverse global communities.
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Documented evidence states that [IUM which came to exist in
1983, was the brainchild of Kamal Hassan (1942-2023). As one of the
great minds of the Malay world, the task of conceptualizing an Islamic
university unlike any other in the Muslim world, was personally an
intellectual and educational challenge for Kamal Hassan. As a visionary
scholar in a class of his own, he was successful in transforming Malaysia’s
dream of establishing an Islamic university, into a reality. The present
study which comes under the qualitative paradigm mainly focused on
biographical and historical events of the past. In interpreting the
relevant data of the study, the researchers have employed the content
and textual analysis methods. The research findings indicate that Kamal
Hassan’s laborious effort in the establishment of IIUM has yielded
positive results. Forty years after its birth, [IUM has shone through the
decades as one of the best universities in the Muslim world.
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Kamal Hassan and the Birth of IUM: A Retrospective Survey of His
Ideas

Sebagai salah satu pemikir besar dunia Melayu, tugas untuk
mengkonseptualisasikan universiti Islam tidak seperti universiti Islam
lain, secara peribadi merupakan cabaran intelektual dan pendidikan bagi
Kamal Hassan. Sebagai seorang cendekiawan yang berwawasan dalam
kelasnya sendiri, beliau berjaya mengubah impian Malaysia untuk
menubuhkan universiti Islam, menjadi kenyataan. Kajian ini yang berada
di bawah paradigma kualitatif tertumpu kepada peristiwa biografi dan
sejarah masa lalu. Dalam mentafsir data kajian yang berkaitan,
penyelidik telah menggunakan kaedah analisis kandungan dan teks.
Dapatan kajian menunjukkan bahawa usaha gigih Kamal Hassan dalam
penubuhan UIAM telah membuahkan hasil yang positif. Empat puluh
tahun selepas kelahirannya, UIAM telah bersinar selama beberapa dekad
sebagai salah satu universiti terbaik di dunia Islam.

Kata Kunci: Kamal Hassan, Islamisasi [lmu, UIAM, Pendidikan.

O Kamal Hassan!

Youare ......

A pearl from the depth of the ocean of knowledge.

A beacon of light that brightens the corridors of knowledge.

A towering personality that mesmerized students and academics alike.
An unapologetic scholar who spoke his mind in defence of Islam and its
heritage.

A visionary leader in academia who paved the path for the next echelon
of Muslim intelligentsia to come.

A man who was persistent and consistent in the course of Islamization
of knowledge, right from its inception to the very last day of his life.

A scholar who did not use militancy in getting across his ideas but used
persuasion and convincing arguments.

A classic personification of a humble scholar in Islam.

As your mortal body is enshrined in the belly of the earth, your spirit
and knowledge will illuminate a large section of the Muslim Ummabh.

Introduction

During the 1980s Mohd Kamal Hassan, an Islamic scholar of
Malaysia who had an original, universal, moderate, balanced,
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comprehensive, holisticc, academic, cultural and civilization
understanding of Islam, was chosen by the then Prime Minister of
Malaysia to the task to prepare a concept paper for the establishment of
an International Islamic University in Malaysia. Kamal Hassan proved he
had a clear vision of Islam as the Leading Way of Life, man, society,
government, and state. From the very first day, when the idea of the
establishment of an Islamic university was mooted and forwarded, it was
Kamal Hassan who conceptualized and materialized the establishment
of the International Islamic University Malaysia [I[IUM]. During the 1980s
he had established himself in Malaysia as an intellectual and scholar of
high reputation. Since the beginning, he played an architectural role and
provided IIUM with a solid philosophical, epistemological, and
ideological foundation. Kamal Hassan showed an unwavering spirit in
the establishment and existence of [IUM, right from its inception to the
very last days of his life (2314 February 2023). Presently, [IUM exists as a
symbol of Islam and Islamic education which stands to show the Right
Path which promotes peace and harmony in the Muslim society and the
world at large. [IUM always maintained its unique position and an
exemplary model of higher education. Kamal Hassan who dedicated his
whole life to the establishment, development, evolution, maintenance,
and progression of the University provided the spiritual and moral
foundation to it. When AbdulHamid AbuSulayman (1936-2021), a Saudi
national, renowned scholar and an activist of the Muslim world joined
the IIUM as its second Rector, Kamal Hassan extended and continued his
intellectual support. AbdulHamid AbuSulayman and Kamal Hassan
worked together for almost 8 years. As the intellectual architect of [IUM,
Kamal Hassan emphasized the spiritual and moral development of
students because he considered them the backbone of a sound human
personality with equal concern and emphasis on academic and
professional development. In this paper, the researchers aim to discuss
some salient features of [IUM by discussing Kamal Hassan’s notion of an
I[slamic university. His emphasis on the need for a sound spiritual and
moral foundation of education will also be reviewed. Lastly, the
researchers will also explain and analyse his view of spirituality by using
the qualitative method of content analysis.
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Kamal Hassan Family and Career

Professor Emeritus Tan Sri Dr. Mohd. Kamal Hassan was born in
Pasir Mas, Kelantan in 1942. As a youth, he attended Sultan Ismail School
and College (1950-1960) in Kota Bharu and Victoria Institution (1961-
1962) in Kuala Lumpur. He obtained a B.A. (Hons) First Class (Islamic
Studies) from Universiti Malaya (U.M., 1965), and later attained his M.A.
(1970), M.Phil. (1972) and Ph.D. (1976) degrees from Columbia
University, New York, specialising in Contemporary Islamic Thought in
Southeast Asia.

He began his academic career as a tutor at his alma mater (U.M. in
1966-1968, and Columbia University in 1970-1971). He joined the
National University of Malaysia (UKM) as a lecturer in 1976, was the
Head of the Department of Usul ul-Din and Philosophy in 1979 and was
promoted to Associate Professor in 1980. In 1982, Prime Minister
Mahathir Mohamed assigned him to write the concept paper and
rationale for the establishment of the International Islamic University
Malaysia (IIUM). He began his career at IIUM in 1983 as Shaikh al-
Kulliyyah at the Centre for Fundamental Knowledge and was appointed
as Professor at [IUM on July 1st, 1983. He was the founding Dean of the
Kulliyyah of Islamic Revealed Knowledge and Human Sciences (KIRKHS),
[IUM (1989-1990), and served as the third Rector of IIUM from 1999 to
2006.

During Professor Kamal's decades of service at IIUM, he
accumulated a very long list of national and international recognitions,
awards, professional appointments, and academic positions. For
example, he was the First Holder of Malaysia Chair of Islam in Southeast
Asia and Visiting Professor, at the Center for Muslim-Christian
Understanding, Georgetown University, U.S.A., (1997-1998); the First
Holder of Chair of Ibn Khaldun, [IUM (2006 -2008), and was Eminent
Visiting Professor at Sultan Omar Ali Saifuddin Centre of Islamic Studies,
University of Brunei Darussalam (2013-2017). In 2010, the Ministry of
Higher Education Malaysia conferred upon Professor Kamal the title
“Profesor Ulung”. Profesor Ulung (Distinguished Professors) in Malaysia
are state-owned icons, as their contributions transcend the institutions
they represent. The title is the highest honour conferred upon
outstanding senior professors in Malaysia in acknowledgement and
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appreciation of their contributions to the nation. Professor Kamal served
as a Distinguished Professor at the International Institute of Islamic
Thought and Civilisation (STAC), [IUM from 2011 to 2017, when he
retired, after more than 40 years (35 years at IUM) of sterling service to
Malaysian education.

In 2017, Professor Kamal was again honoured by the Ministry of
Higher Education with the title “Tokoh Anugerah Akademik Negara”
(National Academic Figure). To date, he is the only academic who has
received both recognitions, which are the highest academic accolades
awarded by the Ministry of Education for outstanding academics in
Malaysia. In 2018 IIUM conferred him the title Professor Emeritus.
Before his death, he was a volunteer consultant for Institut Latihan Islam
Malaysia (ILIM) (the Institute of Islamic Trainings Malaysia) and the new
Chairman for Lembaga Penasihat Penyelarasan Pelajaran dan Pendidikan
Agama Islam (LEPAI) (Islamic Religious Education Coordination and
Advisory Board). Towards the very end of his life, he held many post-
retirement positions; all on pro bono. His last position held at [ITUM was
as an Honorary Advisor for the Centre for Islamisation (CENTRIS), IIUM.
The foci of his writings are mainly on philosophy and contemporary
Islamic thought, contemporary issues, religion, society, spirituality,
ethics and morality and Islamic education. The areas of his interest are
(i) Integrated and Holistic Education, (ii) Islamicisation of Human
Knowledge and Institutions, and (iii) The Moral and Spiritual
Development and Education of Human Beings from the Islamic
Perspective. Some of his latest works include Voice of Islamic Moderation
from the Malay World (2011); The Heart of the Problems is The Problem
of the Heart: An Islamic Spiritual Perspective of Contemporary
Civilisational Crises (2015); “The Discourse of Islamic Worldview: A
Conceptual Analysis” (2017); Salam Kasih (2017); Natural Science From
The Worldview of The Qur'an: An Introduction (2018) in three volumes
for Islamic secondary schools; and “An Islamic University in the
Malaysian Context: Pursuing the Mission of Desecularisation,
Integration and Islamicisation of Human Knowledge” (2019);
“Spirituality and Sustainable Development Goals” and “Holistic
Education for Sustainable Development” in Spirituality and
Sustainability: Experiences of the International Islamic University
Malaysia (2020) and The Malay Concept of Sejahtera from an Islamic
Perspective (2021).
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His humility, humble character, beautiful yet down-to-earth
personality, piety, discipline, works, and contributions are marks of this
exemplary person extraordinaire and scholar par-excellence - a Sheikh or
Guru - a Murabbi to the thousands of students, staff and academics from
all over the world that he moulded throughout the decades. May Allah
SWT bless this blessed soul and admit him among those who are
righteous and nearest to Him, Ameen!*.

Vision of An Islamic University

It seems to us that Kamal Hassan was gifted by Allah SWT with
great knowledge, high wisdom, commitment, and a correct
understanding of Islam. This was the reason that his conceptualization
of IIUM presented a unique model of higher education which was
developed and established in the form of I[IUM. Contrary to the then-
existing institutions of higher learning of the Indian subcontinent such
as Darul Uloom Deoband, Aligarh Muslim University Aligarh, Darul
Uloom Nadwatul Ulama, Lucknow, Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi along
with other popular universities of the Muslim world such as al-Azhar
University, Egypt, al-Mustafa International University, Qom, Iran, and the
I[slamic University of Medina, Saudi Arabia the establishment of [IUM was
an exemplary contribution and a practical response to the need of the
modern world. It is a manifest fact that the Aligarh Muslim University
represented a secular and Western model of education with some
Ummatic consciousness and aspirations, whereas al-Azhar focussed on
the traditional view of religious higher education. Al-Madinah and al-
Mustafa represented Salafi and Shia schools of thought in their
educational systems?. In the background of the above-mentioned
universities, the [ITUM maintains its independent image of a universal
model of Islamic University in a time-space context. It does not incline to
any model of Islam such as Salafi Islam, Shia Islam, modern Islam, liberal
[slam, moderate Islam, progressive Islam, traditional Islam, classical
Islam, Malaysian Islam, or Egyptian Islam etc. In the presence of these so-

11 am thankful to Dr Nur Jannah Hassan, Assistant Professor in Department of Fundamental
and Interdisciplinary Studies, Kulliyyah of Revealed Knowledge and Human Sciences,
International Islamic University Malaysia, who has provided all the above information to me.
| fully acknowledge her assistance.

2 Masooda Bano and Keiko Sakurai, eds., Volume 7: Shaping Global Islamic Discourses:
The Role of al-Azhar, al-Medina and al-Mustafa, (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press in
association with The AGA Khan University, 2015), 242.
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called models of Islam, it was an intellectual challenge for Kamal Hassan
to come up with an ideal model of an international Islamic university that
could only represent Islam. IIUM is the only university which, in truth
and reality, represents Islam; its worldview, its way of life, culture, and
civilization, and aspirations of the Ummabh, taking into consideration the
intellectual, epistemological, methodological, and educational needs of
the entire humanity. IIUM has kept away from the so-called religious,
traditional, sectarian, modern, and secular models of higher education. It
is, in fact, accepting and providing practical solutions to the challenges of
our time in the field of higher education. The establishment of [IUM is a
great achievement, the credit of which rightly goes to Kamal Hassan who
not only proved IIUM to be relevant to the contemporary needs of the
Muslim Ummah but provided practically an excellent model of higher
education for the whole of humanity. It is a university with a ‘soul’.

The Need for The Centre of Fundamental Knowledge [CFK]

As a first move in establishing the Islamic University, Kamal
Hassan did not start with the establishment of the Faculty of Islamic
Studies or the Faculty of Usul al-Din or the Faculty of Uloom al-Shariah.
The first faculty which was established in [IUM was Kulliyyah of Laws
and the second was Kulliyyah of Economics along with a service centre
namely the Centre for Fundamental Knowledge [CFK]. What was that
fundamental knowledge and why was it needed? The main goal of the
formation of CFK was to help students to make them understand the
need for an Islamic upbringing of students with a solid foundation in
spirituality and morality. CFK, since its establishment, helped students
to comprehend and realize not only the philosophical difference
between the Islamic concept of education with other philosophies but it
emphasizes the need for spiritual and moral excellence. It was the
responsibility of CFK to teach that fundamental knowledge which
imparted the true understanding of Islam, Islamic education, and the
meaning of the model of the Perfect Man, the Prophet Muhammad [pbuh]
based on Islamic Revealed Knowledge i.e., the Quran and Sunnah. The
Quran and Sunnah laid emphasis on the true understanding of life,
society, and the world in its proper truthful perspective. Islam claims
that life is spiritual i.e., granted by Allah SWT and moral not just physical
and material. The CFK was established to help the students grasp a clear
understanding and the meaning of the spiritual and moral basis of life
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and society. Hence, CFK from its inception served the needs of students
who deserve at the very outset to know the true meaning of life, society,
and the world. The understanding of the truth of life which, in fact,
constituted the true meaning of spirituality and the need for moral
foundation. For this purpose, a few courses were designed and offered
by CFK in the areas of the Islamic worldview, Islamic morals, and
ideological dimensions of the Muslim Ummah3. The courses offered by
the CFK for the entire population of the university strengthened the basic
characteristics of IIlUM, namely emphasis on the spiritual and moral
foundation of life and society. According to Kamal Hassan, the CFK was a
non-degree awarding centre from where all students were supposed to
take courses “including non-Muslims, of all faculties from the humanities
to medicine, to take several compulsory courses”. The philosophy of
[IUM based on the Quran and Sunnah elaborated the need for a strong
foundation of spirituality and moral excellence which was lacking in all
existing systems of education all over the world. This genuine foundation
of a system of education based on spiritual and moral excellence
reflected a model of a new and unique vision of a contemporary Islamic
university in a time-space context. Consequently, the CFK did not
introduce Islam in IIUM to the students as a mere religion of rites and
rituals, a bundle of superstitions and dogmas but it presented Islam as a
worldview and the way of life as a new force and energy for life which
can play a dynamic and active role for the regeneration of culture,
civilization, and humanity>.

The CFK planned to strengthen the spiritual understanding and
moral commitment of students. For this, the study of Islam, Islamic
history, Islamic worldview, Islamic morals and values, culture, and
civilization were made part of education. To achieve this goal, various
courses were designed and taught. These courses not only helped
students to first upgrade their understanding of Islam but also cultivated
a new vision of life and society in the minds of all students who realized
that Islam is capable of leading mankind on the Right Path as designed
by Allah SWT. They understand that humanity cannot achieve real

3 Mohd. Kamal Hassan, “The Muslim Intelligentsia's Aspiration for an Islamic University:
Initial Concept and Philosophical Foundation,” in 1IUM at 25: The Path Travelled and The
Way Forward, ed. Syed Arabi Idid (Kuala Lumpur: HUM Press, 2009), 16.

* Ibid.

> Ibid.
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development free from crisis, chaos, and crimes based on academic and
professional excellence, it needs excellence in spiritual and moral
domains as well. Hence, CFK helped students to comprehend the true
meaning of life, society, and their spiritual and moral dimensions, the
reality of development and sustainability and the heroic perception of
enlightenment. All the courses designed by the CFK assisted students in
understanding Islam, the need for spirituality, and moral excellence as
the program of change and development. They view Islam as a guide and
force for future cultural and civilizational development. Kamal Hassan
has put everything important on record related to the origin of the idea
of the establishment of I[IUM with CFK for the benefit of historians.
According to Kamal Hassan, Dr. Mahathir Mohamad, the Minister of
Education of Malaysia in 1977, did attend the First World Conference
held in Makkah but things that were articulated during the Conference
did not impress him. Kamal Hassan quoted Syed Salim Agha, who said
Dr. Mahathir Mohamad clearly expressed his point of view about the
Conference discussion. According to Syed Salim Agha, Dr. Mahathir
Mohamad was disappointed with the proceedings of the Conference
“because he felt the educationalists were conservative: and did not
discuss Islamic values and did not focus on the type of education that
could contribute to the elevation of the Muslim mindset and enhance the
ability of Muslims to become great again”®. In response to the italicised
needs of a full-fledged discussion about Islamic values and type of
education, Kamal Hassan suggested the establishment of CFK in [ITUM
which was accepted and implemented. A total number of 38 courses
were offered by CFK throughout the four-year period of a graduate
program. The students were required to complete with CFK only 22
credit hours according to their needs.

The Vision of IIUM

This vision of IIUM was explicitly shared by Kamal Hassan for
which he will be remembered throughout history. The great contribution
of Kamal Hassan lies in the conceptualization of an Islamic university
focusing on the development of spiritual and moral excellence of the

® Mohd. Kamal Hassan. “Malay Intelligentsia’s Quest for an Islamic University and the
Future of “Islamisation of Human Knowledge” in International Islamic University
Malaysia,” in [IUM: The Premier Global Islamic University, eds. Zaleha Kamaruddin and
Abdul Rashid Moten (Kuala Lumpur: [TUM Press, 2013), 23.
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entire community of IIUM. At a time when religiously oriented and
modern secular universities were concentrating merely on
professionalism, Kamal Hassan invested all his energies in IIUM to
cultivate a clear understanding of the meaning of spiritual truth and the
truth of life and the importance of moral excellence. Thanks to Allah SWT
Who guided Kamal Hassan for a correct and true vision of the University.
He intellectualized and introduced the structure of the University and
focussed more on the concept of Halagah and Ibadah Camps as extra-
curricular activities and made them an integral part of education. The
Halagah and Ibadah Camps were mainly used to strengthen the real
meaning of spiritual and moral dimensions of life. Hence, all students had
to attend every week Halaqah and once a semester Ibdah Camp which
were conducted for one and three days respectively. These Halaqahs and
Ibadah Camps became the source for spiritual and moral development
along with the course work of CFK. Kamal Hassan explained the role of
CFK: “The centre was also responsible for conducting non-formal Islamic
educational programmes including weekly halagah [study circle] and
ibadah camps”’. Kamal Hassan stated that an educational philosophy and
system that incorporates the spiritual and moral dimensions as the
foundation of education, life, and society would be able to produce a
personality that will be most suitable for sound and productive
management of development strategy that would be comprehensive,
holistic, balanced, and integrated. It will help national development
strategists to accord the proper places for the spiritual, moral, and
physical development of individuals and groups. Hence, from the very
beginning, it was conceptualized that all courses taught in IIUM in the
different faculties/ kulliyyahs “would emphasize the unity of knowledge,
the unity of the sciences and their relationship with” all other aspects of
life8. Teachers teaching professional courses were expected to integrate
conceptually the subjects they teach with the content related to the
Islamic worldview. They were conscious to teach them “in accordance
with Islamic principles and mode of thinking so that courses would be
offered in accordance with the Islamic philosophy of education.” Kamal
Hassan said: “All knowledge should be propagated on the basis of
Tawhid, and Islamic values should permeate all disciplines”?.

" Mohd. Kamal, “The Muslim Intelligentsia's Aspiration for an Islamic University,” 16.
8 Ibid, 17.
9 Mohd. Kamal, “The Muslim Intelligentsia's Aspiration for an Islamic University,” 17.
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In fact, the need for spiritual and moral development was
considered a prerequisite for cultural and civilizational development.
Therefore, they were always emphasised by Kamal Hassan who did not
visualize any model of development without the spiritual and moral
excellence of an individual. As early as 1977 in one of his conference
papers, he emphatically commented not only on the need for the
development of man’s external power by science and technology but also
on spiritual and moral development. He argues a mere scientific and
technological power would not be a sufficient source to strengthen
human resources. It requires the inner spiritual and moral development
of man10. Referring to the work of Christopher on The Crisis of Western
Education, 1961, Kamal Hassan reminded the world that at the
international level, the moral order of people and societies has declined.
He asserted the process of modernization, development, and application
of technology, economic growth, and political stability by themselves
would not be sufficient to ensure the overall development of people and
societies if their spiritual and moral development were not
guaranteed!l. The focus of education in the contemporary world is
primarily on the professional training of students rather than on their
strong foundation of spiritual and moral development. The goal of
economic development is given top priority. As a Malay-Muslim
academic and intellectual, Kamal Hassan has always reminded the
importance of spiritual and moral development and argued that we need
to relate our efforts “fundamentally to the purpose and quality of life,
either for individuals or societies”12. According to him, the spiritual and
moral development of students are the core requirements for cultural
and civilizational development. Therefore, he said he began his academic
career towards the end of 1975 focusing on Islamic educational issues
with greater emphasis on spiritual and moral development. He genuinely
and continuously debated, discussed, and wrote about the need for the
spiritual and moral development of all human beings!3. He made it clear
that the Muslim community is “mandated by Allah SWT to be the builders
of a universal civilization which stands for the supremacy of the One

19 Mohd. Kamal Hassan, Towards Actualizing Islamic Ethical and Educational Principles in
Malaysian Society: Some Critical Observations (Michigan: Muslim Youth Movement of
Malaysia, 1996), 25.

1 Ibid.

12 Ibid, ix.

3 Ibid, x.
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True God, Truth, Knowledge, Justice, and the unity of soul and matter,
this world and the hereafter, power and ethics, material progress and
spirituality, religion, and sciencel To fulfil their civilizational role,
Muslims must understand the importance of spirituality and moral
excellence at all levels of their education, primary and secondary as well
as college and university levels. He maintains the Muslim community is
expected to strive for the actualization of the spiritual and moral
perfection of individuals and societies!>. Hence, he argued that it is the
responsibility of both the education system and educationists that they
must promote the goal of the spiritual and moral excellence of students.
The spiritual and moral excellence had become for him the prerequisite
for national development. He genuinely asserted all national
developmental efforts are logically related to spiritual and moral
excellencel®. Hence, he argued, it is the responsibility of all educational
planners to plan to produce spiritually and morally oriented excellent
professionals. He put all his efforts into achieving spiritual and moral
excellence and made them the goal of education. He asked for spiritual
and moral development as the precondition for civilizational
development!’. He said a mere supply of skilled manpower cannot
guarantee economic growth. He added: “While emphasizing the
economic goal of education, some educationists do realize that
educational goals should ideally be conceived in terms of general
development, including not merely economic growth but also human
and social growth”18 which is not possible without spiritual and moral
development.

In his view, Kamal Hassan felt that [IUM’s philosophy of education
is based on Islam and Islam for him is not merely a religion but a
universal worldview, the way of life, source of values and morals. Against
his genuine and clear understanding, we observe various people present
[slam differently and unauthentically even without any evidence. In the
contemporary Muslim world, we come across several terms and brands

14 1bid.

1> 1bid.

16 Mohd. Kamal, “Towards Actualizing Islamic Ethical and Educational Principles in
Malaysian Society,” 27.

17 1bid, 28.

18 I bid.
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of Islam, such as traditional Islam, modern Islam, liberal Islam,
progressive Islam etc. These people who present Islam subjectively are
considered experts on Islam. In our assessment they are unaware of the
true Islam and, therefore they demonstrate their ignorance about Islam.
These so-called experts do not know what Islam is and use phrases like
radical Islam, militant Islam, Islamic humanism, Islamic modernism,
I[slamic progressivism, Islamic reformism, Islamic capitalism, Islamic
rationalism, Islamic materialism, Islamic feminism, Islamic pessimism
etc. [IUM is free from all those phrases, terminologies, and brands of
Islam and just focuses on Islam as it is presented in the Quran and
Sunnabh. Its goals, basic principles, and methodology are derived from the
Quran and Sunnah. As Kamal Hassan views the phrase Islamic Revealed
Knowledge [IRK], which is used in IIUM, basically refers to the
fundamental sources of Islam - the Quran and Sunnah. Hence, teachers
at [TUM respond to all critical questions based on the criterion of the IRK.
Though [IUM was established by the government of Malaysia under the
Companies Act and the government appoints the rectors, they are not
controlled by it. The University is totally autonomous in terms of
teaching, designing the curriculum, and shaping the personalities of
students. The University does not have any influence on others as such.
Itis purely based on the Islamic philosophy of knowledge and education,
the worldview of Islam, especially the Quran and Sunnah. This
characteristic distinguishes IIUM from other universities. By looking at
the teaching, learning, and working conditions of the University, one can
easily observe how the University is helping students to receive
moderate, balanced, and authentic ideas in line with the truth and reality
of life and the world. This helps students to be holistic, and
comprehensive but with a complete commitment to Islam. Kamal Hassan
asserts the influence of IIUM is becoming visible in shaping a new
discourse and practice in contemporary societies across the globe. The
local and international student population is trained in such a way that
they become an asset to their countries of origin. The University is very
conscious of moulding students to be peace-loving, harmonious, and
responsible professionals.

According to Kamal Hassan, IIUM's philosophy is to provide
“holistic human capital to man the engines of socio-economic and socio-
political developments, based on the integration of contemporary
professional knowledge with transcendental moral-spiritual values and
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perspectives of Islam, to attain ‘well-being in this world’ [hasanah fi al-
duniya] and ‘well-being in the Hereafter’ [hasanah fi al-akirah]”’1°. He
further claims that the graduates of [IUM would represent a model of
balanced human personalities and excellent professionals who can
address the needs of national development without sacrificing their
[slamic identity and moral integrity20. He also presumed that they would
always reflect the universal values of Islam and the compassionate
attributes of a good human being. He further made it clear that they are
taught the real meaning of Ummah and creates among them the real
meaning of “Ummatic consciousness” (the greater needs of the Muslims
and humanity at large) along with the unity of knowledge and moral
values?l.

Historical Development of IIUM: Kamal Hassan’s
Contributions

The IIUM was officially established on 20th May 1983 on the Order
of His Majesty the Yang di Pertuan Agong, HRH Sultan Haji Ahmad Shah
Al-Musta’in Billah ibni Al-Marhum Sultan Abu Bakar Ri’ayatuddin Al-
Mu’adzam Shah. Kamal Hassan played a significant role in terms of the
conceptualization of ideas and their translation in the form of [IUM. Since
its establishment, Kamal Hassan had as its goal to bring education to a
higher level: that every discipline is brought within the context of the
Quran and Sunnah. As the Rector of IIUM, Kamal Hassan wrote in the
Annual Report of 2005, by stating: the university belongs to everyone in
the [IUM community, and everyone can play a role in shaping its future?22.
Kamal Hassan, therefore, wanted to see its developments “in a much
easier and more transparent manner”?3. His expectation was that all
students would be able to polish their thinking, understanding, and
power of articulation along with speaking and critical thinking skills, and
they would nurture good relationships with local and international while
interacting with people at all levels. They would do all this without

19 Alumni and Career Division, I1UM Silver Jubilee Celebration (I11UM, 2008), 30.
20 1hid, 30.

21 1bid.

22 1hid, 18.

23 1bid.
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neglecting their academic responsibilities and come out at the end as
holistic human beings ready to face the ever-changing world?4.
According to Kamal Hassan, I[IUM has been undergoing a series of
developments in its efforts to ensure the proper translation of its ideals
into reality. The rich experience that the University has accumulated is
certainly valuable not only to help the IIUM community improve its
academic and professional performance but also to guide people in the
next course of action as they enter the new millennium?5. Kamal Hassan
has been with the University since its inception as the one who conceived
and constructed the idea of an Islamic University in a time-space context
along with its Philosophy, Vision, Mission, Curriculum, Structure, Goals
etc.

First in January 1982, the then Prime Minister of Malaysia Dato’
Dr. Mahathir Mohamad [later Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad] announced in
the United Arab Emirates that Malaysia had decided to establish an
International Islamic University. The announcement was made in Abu
Dhabi when the Prime Minister visited H. H. Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al
Nahyan?. Later, the idea of establishing the [IUM was mooted by the
Prime Minister of Malaysia at a meeting with the then Minister of
Education, the then Director General of Education and a few senior
academic officials of local universities, including Dr. Mohd Kamal Hassan
of the National University of Malaysia [now Al Murhoom, Tan Sri Prof.
Dr. Mohd Kamal Hassan]. Kamal Hassan was given the task of preparing
the first working paper on the concept of the Islamic university which
the Prime Minister had in mind. After one year, on February 12, 1983,
the paper was submitted to and agreed upon by the Prime Minister?27.
From the very beginning, according to Kamal Hassan. [ITUM was
developed based on the philosophical and ideological foundation of
[slam?28,

24 1hid, 19.

25 Kamal Hassan, Foreword to Undergraduate Prospectus 1999-2000, [IUM.

26 Syed Arabi Idid, ed., IlUM AT 25: The Path Travelled & The Way Forward, (Kuala
Lumpur: IIUM Press, 2009), 3.

27 Planning Unit, Office of the Deputy Rector (Planning and Development), IIUM 2013-2020
Strategic Plan (Kuala Lumpur: 1HUM, 2013),
https://www.iium.edu.my/media/84080/11UM%202013-2020%20Strategic%20Plan.pdf.

28 Mohd. Kamal, “The Muslim Intelligentsia's Aspiration for an Islamic University,” 15.
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Writing a message for the 2002 - 2003 Corporate Report, Kamal
Hassan said: “The University has seen two decades of tremendous
growth. From a humble beginning with 2 campuses in temporary
premises in Kuala Lumpur and Petaling Jaya, the University has now
grown into a sprawling complex of 4 campuses. The Kuala Lumpur Main
Campus is located amongst the lush greenery at the foothills of the
Gombak district while Kuantan Campus is located in Bandar Indera
Mahkota, Pahang. The International Institute of Islamic Thought and
Civilization [ISTAC] is in Damansara Heights, Kuala Lumpur and the
Matriculation Centre in Petaling Jaya2?”. According to Kamal Hassan, the
[IUM provided an elaborate account of the University’s Vision and
Mission in 1999 when he took charge of the Rectorship of the
University30. He reminded the IIUM community: “With the [IUM’s Vision
and Mission being made known and shared by the University
community, all parties in the IIUM are now expected to be united with a
common objective, that is, to realize the University’s Vision and
Mission”31, He always emphasized that “participation by all within the
University is essential to ensure its success” without altering its original
goals. He further said the University always needs “continuous
commitment and assistance in regularly monitoring, implementing and
reviving the Strategic Plan32.

In almost all official documents the philosophy of education of
[ITUM was reemphasised under the supervision of Kamal Hassan again
and again. In the above-mentioned document, it was said: “The
University which is founded upon a renewed awareness of the enduring
values of the teachings of the Quran and Sunnah, is dedicated to the
reorientation of the Ummah and mankind. The education at IITUM
includes a dimension that is missing elsewhere, for [ITUM strives not
merely for academic excellence but for the development of balanced,
integrated personalities ready to face the challenges of the modern
world”33. In this sense, the [ITUM stands to produce intellectuals and

29 Mohd Kamal Hassan, A Message, in 2002 — 2003 Corporate Report, (Kuala Lumpur:
UM, 2002), 7.

30 Planning Unit, Office of the Deputy Rector (Planning and Development), Strategic
Planning Report, 2001-2010, (Kuala Lumpur: IIUM, 2001), i.

31 1bid.

32 1bid.

33 Planning Unit, “Strategic Planning Report, 2001-2010,” 14.
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scholars who can lead the nation and the Ummah intellectually for
developmental goals. [IUM is not an ordinary university which plans to
produce skilled professionals. IIUM stands along with skilled
professionals to produce high-quality intellectuals who can articulate
and suggest high-quality ideas to lead the state and government on the
path of civilizational development and not merely the physical
development of the country. Hence, the University has cooperated with
all those organizations and institutions that share the same vision. For
this purpose, IIUM conducted international conferences on the Islamic
Concept of Development.

Elaborating on the need for an Islamic University in the
contemporary age, Syed Arabi Idid, the fourth rector of [IUM, asserts that
the First World Conference on Muslim Education held in Makkah in 1977
became instrumental in the establishment of IIUM. In this Conference,
the importance of education ‘as being the key to overcoming the plight
of the Muslims’ was emphasized, and ‘key issues of education such as the
nature of man, the aims and objectives of Muslim education, and the
concept of an Islamic university’ were discussed and elaborated. He
adds, “Among the recommendations at the conference was that Muslim
educational systems should be based on the Islamic worldview, and that
knowledge should be viewed from the Islamic perspective - otherwise
known as the Islamization of Knowledge. Hence, Islamization of
Knowledge has always been a major item on the agenda of this
University, and, because of this, the various disciplines are taught from
both the Islamic and Western perspectives34. The developmental issues
are not exceptional, they have been focussed on both teaching and
research in [ITUM.

Highlighting some of his memories, Kamal Hassan, stated that the
advent of the 15t Century Hijrah in 1980, created the wave of a new
consciousness among the renowned Islamic scholars around the world.
They realized that the dependence of Muslim societies on the knowledge
provided by the Western institutions of higher learning had bitterly
failed to create confidence among Muslims to stand based on their own
worldview for joining the nations in the race for development. On the
other hand, the traditional system of education and learning also did not

34 Syed Arabi Idid, IUM AT 25, xii.
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create among Muslims a sense and commitment to the revival of Islamic
civilization and a rediscovery of the Islamic identity. Hence, it was
appreciated by the Islamic intellectuals and scholars that a new
intellectual consciousness had to be developed among Muslim masses
for which there was a need for Muslims to create their own new Islamic
institutions of higher learning. Such institutions should be created based
on their own worldview and way of life, their own knowledge,
paradigms, and methodologies. The consequence of this intellectual
consciousness has resulted in the need for the conceptualization of an
[slamic university. This Islamic university will help to liberate the
“Muslim mind from the lingering colonial influences and cultural
enslavement to the neo-imperialistic and hegemonistic West”35.

According to Kamal Hassan, there were two fundamental
inspirations that motivated Muslim intellectuals to think and plan
differently. First, they manifested the desire to see Muslim countries as
developed countries based on an alternative paradigm of their own
worldview. They did not see any benefit in the imitation of the Western
models of education and development. Hence, they wanted to get rid of
those Western models. Secondly, they expect it will create a sense of a
collective imperative generated by the Islamic worldview. It will provide
the determination to reconstruct sound intellectual foundations which,
they consider, will become the backbone of the developmental process.
Therefore, Kamal Hassan stated we Muslims need ‘for the revival of the
holistic and integrated Islamic civilization’ a new mindset based on
concrete and conscious ideological underpinnings which later became
‘the driving force for the establishment of International Islamic
University Malaysia’3®. Hence, according to Kamal Hassan, both
academics and students are expected to play not only the role of
professionals but more like intellectuals and ideologues. Their basic role
was to conceptualise and position themselves as intellectual leaders.
With such an effort they can cause a change in the Muslim mind that can
cause a change in the socioeconomic and socio-political systems. He
genuinely and forcefully stated that all in the University must focus on
the solid intellectual, spiritual, and moral foundation of life which, he
always considered a prerequisite for academic and professional

3> Mohd. Kamal, “The Muslim Intelligentsia's Aspiration for an Islamic University,” 11.
3% 1bid.
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excellence. Thus, he said: “the moral and spiritual development of the
students should be given serious attention by the University apart from
the proper intellectual and physical growth”3’. He argued for this
purpose “a strict code of conduct should be imposed on all students so
that the traditional dignity and decorum of an Islamic University should
be maintained”38. Along with this, he asserted, the emphasis should be
given to the development of all the disciplines based on the Islamic
philosophy of knowledge and education. He added it will help to
maintain the Islamic nature of the university’s curriculum. All courses as
such must be designed in such a way that they should impart a clear
Vision of God, Man, Nature, and History and their relationship with the
developmental process according to the worldview of Islam. All in the
university, academics, administrators, and students without any
exception must be fully aware of the true nature of the Islamic
philosophy of knowledge, education, and worldview. How to guarantee
the above goal is and has been the biggest challenge before the IITUM
community since its establishment till today. How can we translate these
ideals into workable realities? Is the biggest question that requires an
answer and solution? This was not the only concern of Kamal Hassan but
the fundamental concern of the committed scholars and intellectuals
from all over the world3?. Kamal Hassan reasserted that during the First
World Conference on Muslim Education held at Makkah al-Mukarramah,
Saudi Arabia, on the invitation of King Abdul Aziz University from 31st
March to 8t April 1977, all the participants unanimously agreed upon
“the re-establishment of the primacy of Islam in all fields of knowledge
and the propagation of knowledge in the spirit of submission to God,
tawhid”#0. Thus, all disciplines taught at the Islamic University in all the
Kulliyyahs should lead towards the creation of the commitment to the
importance and understanding of the Islamic worldview. Kamal Hassan
made it clear that according to Islam, “knowledge is a form of trust
[amanah] from Allah SWT to man, and hence man should utilize
knowledge according to Allah’s will in performing his role as the servant
[abd] and vicegerent [khalifah] of Allah SWT on earth#!”. This means

37 1bid, 12.

38 1bid.

39 1bid, 13-14.

%0 Mohd. Kamal, “The Muslim Intelligentsia's Aspiration for an Islamic University,” 14.
1 1bid.
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knowledge is created based on the premises of spirituality and develops
the idea of unity of knowledge. Like life, knowledge also cannot be
compartmentalized. It maintains its unity. The Islamic character of [IUM
is based on this philosophy of knowledge. This philosophy of knowledge
must be manifested, according to Kamal Hassan, primarily in its
curriculum with some fundamental features. First, [IUM’s curriculum
must include a strong Islamic content and approach in every discipline.
Secondly, some courses must be taught as required courses to all
students of all faculties related to Islamic civilization, the Islamic way of
life, Islamic morals and values, the Islamic concept of God and the
position of man as the vicegerent of Allah. Thirdly, the Islamic philosophy
of knowledge and education should become the basis of all academic
programmes within the University. As such, all the official documents of
the University such as the prospectus, curriculum, and teaching lessons
must explain the scope of the University. The University’s programmes
are not limited to theological or religious studies but pertain to the
teachings of all humanly possible disciplines. Hence, Kamal Hassan
reminded the population of the University that the whole curriculum of
the University must be infused with the Islamic worldview and value
system of Islam in a comprehensive manner. Time and again, he made
constant reminders that: “The graduates of this university are expected
to be spiritually strong, morally upright, mentally rational, physically fit
and professionally well-equipped to develop the Muslim Ummabh,
achieve progress that is in harmony with Islam”42 and must be capable
to implement effectively the Islamic paradigm based on a clear
understanding of Islamic ideals.

Based on the above features IUM model became totally different
from any other Islamic university. For example, in the model of IIUM,
there is no division of religious and secular knowledge and sciences. All
the sciences are taught from an Islamic perspective; hence, according to
Kamal Hassan, they are regarded as Islamic sciences. Kamal Hassan says:
“Islamic Studies as a separate discipline did not exist in this model. What
was truly unique in this model was that the university as a
comprehensive university did not have a faculty of Islamic religious
studies offering degrees in Islamic Shariah studies, Islamic theological

“2 1bid, 15.
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studies, Islamic propagation studies or Islamic civilization and history”43.
Kamal Hassan never supported the establishment of the faculty of
[slamic Studies.

Kamal Hassan’s Concept of Spirituality

Kamal Hassan always emphasized on the strong foundation of
spirituality and moral excellence of human beings. In this section of the
paper, the researchers will explore his views on spirituality. As a Muslim
scholar and thinker, Kamal Hassan is of the opinion that a mere
discussion on the improvement of economic, social, technological, and
environmental factors would not be able to arrest the global catastrophe.
If we are determined to stop the global decline and environmental crisis,
then we need to come forward for the transformation of the globe based
on a new and vibrant paradigm of spirituality. For spiritual development,
he stressed, we need to realize and take some practical actions. He said,
from a spiritual point of view we need to improve “the non-material or
metaphysical dimension of human existence as well, namely the
relationship with the Creator, Who is the Sustainer and the Owner of the
universe or cosmos”44, Furthermore, according to him, spirituality refers
to the understanding and consciousness of the presence of God in the
human psyche and in the entire universe. This understanding of man
requires a solid foundation of spirituality based on True, Authentic, and
Universal Knowledge [TAUK] - generally known as Islamic Revealed
Knowledge [IRK]. According to Kamal Hassan, based on IRK or TAUK we
come to know that “the One and only God, Allah SWT alone is the Creator,
the Sustainer, the Controller, and the Provider of all that exists in the
heavens and the earth”45. This truth of Allah SWT forces a deeper and
more profound comprehension that Allah SWT alone with all His
attributes and all His teachings deserves the obedience of all human
beings. This submission and obedience to Him constitute the essence of
spirituality. This insight is not the result of any human speculation,
imagination, or guess, but is based on IRK or TAUK supported by
empirical evidence, historical facts, and rational arguments. It is the

3 1bid.

* Mohd. Kamal Hassan, “Spirituality and Sustainable Development Goals,” in Spirituality
and Sustainability: Experiences of the International Islamic University Malaysia, eds. Abdul
Rashid Moten (Kuala Lumpur: UM Press, 2020), 4.

5 1bid.
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recognition and acceptance of the truth and reality of the Creator of the
entire universe and cosmos that establishes the real meaning of
spirituality. Spirituality, according to Kamal Hassan, does not only
include the understanding of the truth and reality of life and the world
but it conforms and acknowledges, manifests, represents, and embodies
all forms of goodness and virtues in practical life. It also includes the
quality of the condition of the connectedness of the heart and mind of
human beings with that truth in such a way that they in their private and
personal as well as collective affairs must be ready to obey Allah SWT
alone*t. He adds spirituality means human actions, dealings with fellow
human beings, generous spending of wealth, dissemination of
knowledge, and physical energy are all done in accordance with the
teachings and guidance of Allah SWT and for the sole purpose of seeking
His pleasure. They are always ready to sacrifice their lives in defence of
the truth and justice as shown and demanded by Allah SWT. Hence, a
clear understanding of the truth of the existence of Allah SWT as the only
Creator, and the performance of human beings in accordance with the
teachings of Allah SWT which generates the good virtues [amle-e-saleh]
and manifests the truth and reality of in life. Hence, Kamal Hassan has
always reminded us of the spiritual consciousness in life. A true and
authentic understanding of the existence of Allah SWT, and the
performance of good deeds, on one side, illustrates the true meaning of
spirituality and on the other side, guarantees peace and harmony in life
and society. He, therefore, says this conditionality of true understanding
of the reality of Allah SWT and the determination of an individual for the
performance of good deeds are the backbones of any model of
development and civilization. Thus, it demonstrates true spirituality and
consequently guarantees the true development of individuals and
society resulting in the commitment of the truth4.

Kamal Hassan maintains and argues that true spirituality not only
includes the truth and reality of the existence of Allah SWT but manifests
a consciousness and awareness that we human beings have been created
as the best creatures with a definite nature of goodness and virtues. We
have a purpose in life to know the Truth and live in line with that Truth.
The spiritual life in Islam explains to us that death is imminent in our

*® Ibid, 5-6.
47 Mohd. Kamal, “Spirituality and Sustainable Development Goals,” 5-6.
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lives, and we will be resurrected by His Command to face the
consequences of our actions in this world (dunya). Real justice will be
done in the next world to every individual in accordance with his/her
performance in this life and upon that he/she will be either rewarded or
punished. Hence, according to a clear understanding of it, we are bound
to obey Allah SWT, as life is granted by Him, and we are expected to
protect it, nurture goodness, and maintain our originality and truth. The
above understanding of spirituality is based on knowledge - Islamic
Revealed Knowledge [IRK] which has not been socially constructed by
any human mind but granted to us through the process of revelation.
This, in truth and reality, is the real meaning of spirituality*8. Therefore,
for Kamal Hassan, the real scope of spirituality is as wide as the reality of
life. It is not “confined in a limited sense only to the dimension of human-
God relationship but extends to the dimension of human-to-human and
human-to-nature relationship, which come under the generic term ‘good
or virtuous deeds”4%. The scope of spirituality, as understood and
explained by Kamal Hassan, pertains to the whole life, the life of this
world and the life in the next world. Therefore, the comprehension of life
in the Next world is integral to the meaning and understanding of
spirituality. Kamal Hassan says it is, therefore, the responsibility of
everyone to educate one another about the truth and reality of
spirituality, especially it is the responsibility of the educational system
through which “cultivating the sense of repentance, God-consciousness,
sincerity, contentment, mediation, and remembrance of death and the
reality of the next world” a few constituent elements of spirituality, can
be made possible>?. Kamal Hassan proclaims that Allah SWT has
prescribed a system of remembrance of spirituality which pertains to the
offering of the five daily prayers, payment of poor due, fasting once a year
for one month, and performance of pilgrimage to Makkah once in a
lifetime. In this way, through the system of education, the level of
spiritual understanding is cultivated and elevated among students so
that they in their day-to-day lives perform with God's consciousness and
do justice to everyone. This is the way that they are trained to fulfil their
responsibility to work against all sorts of evil and promote all goodness
and virtues in society. Therefore, Kamal Hassan called [IUM the “Garden

“8 bid, 7.
9 1bid, 8.
>0 1bid.
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of Knowledge and Virtues”. The absence of the truth and reality of
spirituality is the root cause of all sorts of crises, chaos, and crimes in life
and societies. Hence, Kamal Hassan put his energy into incorporating a
true and comprehensive understanding of spirituality into the
foundation of IIUM’s philosophy of education and curriculum. It is now
up to the [IUM community to continue this tradition of truth and reality
and invest all energy to maintain and promote the strong foundation of
spirituality among academics and students. Kamal Hassan reminds us
that the cultivation of a ‘dynamic spiritual-moral development’ in the
personalities of all students is the academic and spiritual duty of the
leadership of the University. We all are, therefore, accountable before
Allah SWT about our spiritual responsibilities>!. Kamal Hassan did not
confine this duty of cultivation of spiritual and moral excellence among
youths but extended it to the entire Ummah with reference to the
Commandment of Allah SWT [ 3: 104]. He said:

The contemporary Muslim Community needs to bear in
mind the responsibility of ‘enjoining all that is good and
virtuous, and prohibiting all that is bad and reprehensible.
The Muslim Community is the best community brought forth
for mankind [3: 110].

In continuation to the above, he commented with reference to
some Qur’anic ayaths:

So that it could be a witness over the rest of mankind
regarding justice, moral excellence, and balance between the
two opposites of liberality on the one hand and extremism
on the other [2: 143-145].

He reminded the entire Muslim community that when the whole universe
would come to an end one day then we all must face the consequences of
our life in this world. “Muslim leaders, elites and intellectuals who spend
their worldly lives in corrupt practices and selfish materialistic pursuits in

the name of “progress”, “equality”, “development”, and “sustainability”
invite catastrophes for themselves and for others”s2. He urged all people

1 Mohd. Kamal, “Spirituality and Sustainable Development Goals,” 8.
2 1bid, 11.
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to understand and realize the importance and significance of the truth and
reality of spirituality as the foundation of life and society. He asserted, that
it is the refusal to accept the reality of spirituality, without any evidence
and rational argument, which has caused all the crises in life and society,
the problems of ecology, economic, political, and social are a mere few
symptoms of the biggest problem of loss of spirituality and purpose in life.
He hoped the Muslim community would give serious consideration to the
spiritual foundation of the educational system all over the Muslim world.
According to him the restoration of the spiritual foundation in the
educational system is the need of cultural and civilizational necessity.
Otherwise, he warned, the whole world would suffer to a great extent from
crimes, such as “moral heedlessness, intellectual arrogance, deification of
reason, materialistic greed, ingratitude, relativism, and exploitation
committed by the dominant contemporary secular” paradigm?>3. He invited
Muslim leaders to make spirituality the metaphysical foundation of their
developmental efforts. It is necessary for Muslim leaders to implement
spirituality in their developmental policies in a practical sense. He said:
“They ought to provide the examples of the Islamic spiritual paradigm of
sustainable development”>*. He further argued the framework of
spirituality would not only constitute a paradigm shift but also “produce
an alternative set of motivations, inspirations, incentives, aspirations, and
goals of holistic development efforts” based on the proper understanding
of life, society, and the world>5. He believed the spiritual foundation “would
bring about the truly desirable major transformation in the way people or
nations live, consume, and utilize natural resources or seek economic
growth for which the enlightened people all over the world are aspiring”>®.
Finally, he said all “spiritual endeavours should be done together with all
that is scientifically or technologically necessary to mitigate the
devastating effects” of all calamities>”. According to Kamal Hassan, without
a strong spiritual foundation of life and society, the holistic,
comprehensive, and sustainable development of human beings is not

>3 bid, 26-27.

> Ibid, 17.

%5 Mohd. Kamal, “Spirituality and Sustainable Development Goals,” 23.

%6 Abdul Rashid Moten, The Convergence between Maqasis al-Shari’ah and Sustainable
Development Goals,” in Spirituality and Sustainability: Experiences of the International
Islamic University Malaysia, eds. Abdul Rashid Moten (Kuala Lumpur: [TUM Press, 2020),
43.

7 Mohd. Kamal, “Spirituality and Sustainable Development Goals,” 25.
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possible. In the words of Kamal Hassan, in I[ITUM “the spiritual-ethical
dimensions have always been perceived as the most crucial dimensions of
human as well as civilizational well-being”%8. It has been done in the light
of the worldview of Islam. [IUM as an international Islamic university will
always manifest its commitment to spirituality and moral excellence “in a
variety of ways - in its philosophy, vision, mission, code of conduct of its
staff and students, as well as its definition of the university’s identity and
environment”s°.

Conclusion

The conceptualization of IIUM with its philosophy, vision,
mission, structure, curriculum, spiritual foundation, and moral
excellence is the main contribution of Kamal Hassan which represented
the main characteristics of [IUM. The need for spirituality and moral
excellence in the educational system is, in fact, a practical response to the
declaration of Allah SWT: “Allah will cause those who understood
[believed in the truth] and acted righteously to enter the Gardens
beneath which rivers flow...They were guided [to accept the truth] the
pure word; they were guided to the Way of the Praiseworthy [Lord] [22:
23-24]. Sharing the truth of life with students and moulding their
character is the biggest part of education. Kamal Hassan rightly pointed
out, that we human beings must know that as trustees of Allah SWT, and
as stewards of the world’s resources, are bound to use all our energies
within the framework of spiritual and moral excellence. Due to the lack
of spiritual and moral foundation in life, we have forgotten the true
purpose of our lives and will be accountable in the sight of Allah SWT.
During a short period of formal education, hardly anyone speaks of the
true purpose of life, the reality of accountability, and the fact of reward
and punishment. People think and conclude wrongly that in this world
we are independent, and the idea of the next world is a religious concept.
We are not subjected to punishment, therefore, we become arrogant.
Kamal Hassan refuted this false vision of life and stood throughout his
life like a mountain for the inclusion of spiritual truth in the educational
system and curriculum. He said: “The Quran repeatedly reminds and
warns mankind that the mustakbirun and mutakabbirun [i.e., the
arrogant, oppressors, tyrants, and those who adopt the attitude of

>8 1bid.
> 1bid.
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defiance of God’s will] would have to bear the evil consequences of their
ungodly attitude and unethical actions in this world and in the
Hereafter'®0. As teachers, planners, and administrators in the field of
education, we are not exceptional in any way from being accountable to
Allah SWT. Therefore, we are obligated to make the spiritual and moral
foundations as an integral part of education, and in the lives of our
students. Kamal Hassan all throughout his academic career tried his
utmost level to fulfil his responsibility towards his students. For many of
his great services to Islam, [IUM and his students, may the Almighty Allah
reward him immensely.
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Kewangan
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Abstract

This research delves into the potential of a gold-backed
cryptocurrency as a strategic instrument for international net
settlement, leveraging blockchain technology, and assesses its global
economic implications. Through a comprehensive evaluation of the
efficiencies derived from integrating a gold-backed cryptocurrency, this
study critically examines the prevailing use of fiat currency in
international net settlement, laying the groundwork for fortified
financial resilience within Malaysia's Islamic finance framework. To fulfil
the study's overarching objective, a qualitative research methodology
was meticulously applied, encompassing content analysis alongside
insightful semi-structured interviews. The argument put forth
underscores that a cryptocurrency backed by gold represents a superior
alternative to fiat currencies in facilitating international net settlement
through the robust medium of blockchain technology, ushering in an era
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characterized by compatibility and enhanced efficiency. Furthermore,
this article posits that the revolutionary potential of blockchain will
permeate Malaysia's Islamic financial system, aligning with Islamic
finance principles and accelerating international net settlement. This
integration is poised to usher in an unprecedented era of growth,
efficiency, and innovation while adhering to Islamic financial ethics.

Keyword: Gold, Gold Standard, Cryptocurrency, International
Net Settlement, Blockchain, Financial Sustainability.

Abstrak

Penyelidikan ini menyelidiki potensi mata wang kripto yang
disokong emas sebagai instrumen strategik untuk penyelesaian bersih
antarabangsa, memanfaatkan teknologi blockchain, dan menilai
implikasi ekonomi globalnya. Melalui penilaian menyeluruh terhadap
kecekapan yang diperoleh daripada penyepaduan mata wang kripto
bersandarkan emas, kajian ini secara kritis mengkaji penggunaan lazim
mata wang fiat dalam penyelesaian bersih antarabangsa, meletakkan
asas bagi daya tahan kewangan yang diperkukuh dalam rangka kerja
kewangan Islam Malaysia. Untuk memenuhi objektif keseluruhan kajian,
metodologi kajian kualitatif telah digunakan dengan teliti, merangkumi
analisis kandungan bersama temu bual separa berstruktur yang bernas.
Hujah yang dikemukakan menggariskan bahawa mata wang kripto yang
disokong oleh emas mewakili alternatif unggul kepada mata wang fiat
dalam memudahkan penyelesaian bersih antarabangsa melalui medium
teguh teknologi blockchain, yang membawa kepada era yang dicirikan
oleh keserasian dan kecekapan yang dipertingkatkan. Tambahan pula,
artikel ini menyatakan bahawa potensi revolusioner blockchain akan
meresap dalam sistem kewangan Islam Malaysia, sejajar dengan prinsip
kewangan Islam dan mempercepatkan penyelesaian bersih
antarabangsa. Penyepaduan ini bersedia untuk memulakan era
pertumbuhan, kecekapan dan inovasi yang belum pernah berlaku
sebelum ini sambil mematuhi etika kewangan Islam.

Kata Kunci: Emas, Piawaian Emas, Mata Wang Kripto,
Penyelesaian Bersih Antarabangsa, Rantaian Blok, Kemampanan
Kewangan.



339 Irma Naddiya Binti Mushaddik, Abdul Wahed Jalal Nori

Introduction

Today, several industries are turning towards blockchain-based
business payments in search of simpler and faster transactions. Daily
projects are being launched all around the world to implement
distributed ledger technology for payment processing. All financial
institutions—individual banks, Fintech firms, central banks, and
SWIFT—are experimenting with blockchain-based payment systems.
Blockchain technology is also being considered by individual
institutions, including Citi Bank, which has built three different
blockchain projects that have been tested across various banks!.For
instance, despite not having formal bank accounts, many people in Kenya
use mobile platforms to conduct financial transactions. More people are
adopting blockchain-based services for various forms of payments,
according to studies and polls?.

More than 200 all over the world banks have established
themselves with full-scale commercial blockchain solutions, according to
the most recent report from the IBM Institute for Business Value and The
Economist Intelligence Unit. And the reason that blockchain technology
is becoming more and more popular for handling international payments
is due to the speedy, secure, and cost-effective services that it offers. The
use of encrypted distributed ledgers simply eliminates the need for
middlemen in the business and improves real-time transaction
verification. In a nutshell, blockchain technology satisfies all of a
business's payment-related requirements3.

! Allison, Ian. “Codename Citicoin: Banking Giant Built Three Internal Blockchains to Test
Bitcoin Technology.” International Business Times UK, 2015.
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/codename-citicoin-banking-giant-built-threeinternal-blockchains-
test-bitcoin-technology-1508759.

2 S. Aketch, F. Mwambia and B. Baimwera. “Effects of blockchain technology on
performance of financial markets in Kenya.” International Journal of Finance and
Accounting 6, no. 1 (2021): 1 —15.

3 Marshall, A., Dencik, J. and Singh R.R. “Open innovation: digital technology creates new
opportunities.” Strategy & Leadership 49, no.3, (2021): 32-38.
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The initial intention of blockchain was to support the virtual
currency bitcoin. But as of right now, everything has changed drastically.
There are many apps available now that have nothing to do with bitcoin.
Today, there are many different cryptocurrencies, some of which are
more stable and provide more alternatives. They never seem to
complement each other well in terms of what they have to offer.
Ethereum vs. EOS or Bitcoin vs. Ethereum. Every cryptocurrency offers a
unique set of benefits that assist businesses in numerous ways*.

Due to the escalating frauds, increased intermediary intervention,
protracted delays, and total lack of conduct transparency, the practice of
conventional banking is currently seen as problematic and out of date.
Customers and commercial organizations are now forced to hunt for
other asset management and exchange methods. The benefits to
commercial organizations of using blockchain to support cryptographic
payments are unimaginable.

Cryptocurrencies have certain blockchain advantages, like
decentralization and the public ledger. Cryptocurrencies never become
blocked for any reason, including bank rules, bank norms, or let's say
cross-border restrictions, in contrast to traditional currencies that banks
circulate. The enterprises may launch swift and safe international
transactions thanks to cryptocurrencies. Additionally, cryptocurrency
values increase over time independent of strong external pressures like
politics or major corporations. Blockchain-based payments can satisfy
the bank's needs for more security, quicker processing, and more
extensive audit information, not to mention a fair deal of client
happiness>.

No matter how much or how little money you make, cross-border
transfers are always a problem. The regulatory requirements of two
countries always rile up multinational corporations and transnational
undertakings. There are several obstacles in the way of cross-border
transactions, from dealing with excessive financial costs from banks to

4 J. Bhosale and S. Mavale. "Volatility of select Crypto-currencies: A comparison of Bitcoin,
Ethereum and Litecoin.” Annual Research Journal of SCMS, Pune 6, (2018).

5 Jei Young Lee. “A decentralized token economy: How blockchain and cryptocurrency can
revolutionize business.” Business Horizons 62, no. 6 (2019): 773-784.
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time delays brought on by physical distance. Blockchain technology, on
the other hand, enables firms to enhance their cross-border payments by
bringing about more security, faster exchange rates, and reduced
conversion costs. Smart contracts can also be used to support
cryptographic payments, giving the sender and receiver even greater
assurance. Additionally, the blockchain's ledger is more current than the
ledger used by conventional banks. Blockchain acts as a catalyst for
creating a single, transparent record of payments. The ability of
blockchain to keep track of payment histories and automatically fulfil
invoices and payments will be further enhanced by the integration of [oT
and blockchain® (Qing Deng,2020).

Tracking of business operations such as deals and accounts are
the biggest challenge and greatest hurdle any business face. Fortunately,
with blockchain both these hurdles can be subdued as blockchain can
quicken the account payable and receivable processes. The immediate
ledger update, moreover the added level of security while no
modifications or alteration can be made in the block, unless the
individual is the participant of the chain. Even if any data change is made,
it gets immediately notified to other participants, stringing additional
degree of security, makes blockchain a right-fit solution for net
settlements’.

Because of these operational advantages, huge foundations, for
example, Mastercard and Visa have been executing blockchain in their
data stockpiling, cross-border exchanges, and payment framework.
Moreover, the Wallets fueled by blockchain, store the private keys and
public addresses of a customer, making it easier for accessing assets on
the blockchain. This is not the case of traditional setup. One has to go
through several steps and hands to reach certain point in seek of desired
asset. However, with blockchain the access is made simpler. Simply
entering the key, one can get easily accessed to the desired data3.

® Qing Deng. Application Analysis on Blockchain Technology Cross-border Payment.
Proceedings of the 5th International Conference on Financial Innovation and Economic
Development (ICFIED 2020). Advances in Economics, Business and Management Research,
2020.
7 Tbid
8 Ibid
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Also seeing from the perspective of a bank account, the
cryptocurrency wallet doesn't depend on a solitary money related
organization or institution. Therefore, the wallet users are freed from the
troublesome limitations and confinements identified with traditional
banking?.

From end users' lack of familiarity with distributed ledgers and
digital currencies to the introduction of a completely new system that
alters how assets are stored and payments are performed. These will
transform how society perceives money and existing activities that aren't
included in GDP statistics, making prices and trading more transparent.
Compared to distributed ledgers, which are only usable with a sovereign
currency, this perspective is far broader19.

This is parallel with the research objective which is to identify
current situation of using paper money in international net settlement
and to evaluate the strengths of using cryptocurrency backed by gold and
for international net settlement via blockchain technology which may
give rise to determine the benefits that lead to implementation in term of
monetary policy and Islamic finance aspect. Therefore, the objectives of
this research are: 1) To identify current situation of using paper money
for international net settlement to fortify future financial sustainability.
2) To evaluate the strengths of using cryptocurrency backed by gold for
international net settlement via blockchain technology to fortify future
financial sustainability.

Literature Review
History of Cryptocurrency and Blockchain
Blockchain the underlying technology infrastructure behind

Bitcoin, was released to the world in 3rd January 2009 by Satoshi
Nakamoto after writing his seminal white paper ‘Bitcoin - a-peer-to-peer

9H. Albayati, SK Kim and JJ Rho. “A Study on the Use of Cryptocurrency Wallets from a
User Experience Perspective.” Human Behavior and Emerging Technologies 3, no. 5 (2021):
720-738.

1 David Lee Kuo Chuen and Ernie Teo. The New Money: The Utility of Cryptocurrencies
and the Need for a New Monetary Policy. Disintermediation Economics, 2021: 111-172.
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paper cash transaction system’. Having been annoyed at how banks could
privatise profit, but socialise losses after the financial meltdown in 2008,
Satoshi wanted to create a new form of money one that could be
hypersensitised to corruption, power politics and economic cycle. A form
of money that distinct advantages over the old, slow form of money we
take for granted. Bitcoin has been called many things like internet money;,
digital gold, fast money, and more negatively Ponzi scheme. For the first
time in IT history we now have access to a standard, open, decentralized
immutable ledger that anyone can transact globally without needing
permission. We just need to trust the defined and provable maths
highlighted in Satoshi’s white paper!l.

Satoshi Nakamoto has given us the ability to create a pure digital
currency, one that has been desire of the banking industry for many
years. Being programmable, bitcoin and other cryptocurrencies using
blockchain start working in different financial landscape. They can be
programmed to allow all kinds of economic activity, often without a
middleman, agent or any human arbitration of any kinds. This
programmability without having to trust anyone is impossible with
current Paper money. In a digital age of programmability may become
one of cryptocurrencies important advantages. Bitcoin has a very simple
scripting programming language, but other cryptocurrencies are trying
to deliver more complex operations in secure blockchain environments,
validated by computers all around the world. As developers attempt to
improve Bitcoin, a wave of innovation has come allowing anyone to
deploy new technology2.

Bitcoin came out of the 2008 international financial crisis when
people begin to question the ability of banks to manage their money.
Cryptocurrencies secured by blockchain will gradually creep into our
lives more and more and people now realise that cryptocurrency is not a
scam, a Ponzi scheme or going to crash into zero. Its works, its secure and
it revolutionising the next digital economy. This is what the blockchain
environment is. Currently, in year 2019 blockchain has building out of the

11 Anthony G.Parker. “Blockchain, Bitcoin and the Rise of New Money,” ITNOW 60, no. 4
(2018): 8-13.

12 Amy Whitaker. “Art and Blockchain: A Primer, History, and Taxonomy of Blockchain Use
Cases in the Arts.” 4 Journal of Entrepreneurship in The Arts 8, no. 2 (2019).
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decentralized infrastructure that will run future Web 3.0 applications
that can never be shut down and controlled?!3.

However, this is only the tips of the iceberg. It is not simply a
currency or a way to pay someone on the internet. There is a lot more
going on than just payment. With programmable blockchain, combining
the power of a distributed infrastructure with decentralized governance
and autonomous consensus rules that enable trust between peers, we
achieved completely new and ground-breaking way to create and
distribute value. Every protocol previously created didn’t have the
concept of digital scarcity. It's difficult to transfer an asset from one
person to another and proved that it completed successfully in digital
form. Now it can be. You can expect a wrapping of innovation in new
behaviours based on this provability of asset transfer, and increased
value. Once you can prove the provenance of an asset on the
decentralised network, and where it originated it becomes much more
valuablel4.

The traditional industries are finding it very hard to compete with
decentralised peer-to-peer network. There is no cost structure on the
other side, it just peer-to-peer network. Blockchain is the revolution of
digital money and asset. In term of payment, business use crypto as
payments do not need a fraud department, a disaster recovery process,
payments to thirst parties like Mastercard and Visa or a large team of
accountants. Because blockchain give us a way of transacting value
globally in a far more public and transparent way?>.

Trust and reliability are the two critical components of third-
party applications that can act as middlemen when it comes to financial
transactions, shopping and more. These apps charge us for business
transactions done through their platform. Blockchain gives us the
authority to execute a financial transaction without paying a third party.
It has a peer-to-peer network with self-executing contracts that ensure

13 C Chen, L Zhang, Y Li, T Liao, S Zhao and Z Zheng. IEEE Open Journal of the Computer
Society 3 (2022): 233 — 245,
14 MJ Casey & P Vigna. In Blockchain We Trust. MIT Technology Review, 2018.

15 L Tredinnick. “Cryptocurrencies and the blockchain.” Sage Journal Business Information
Review 36, no. 1 (2019).
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payments between customers and applications. There are new platforms
such as BigchainDB and Hyperledger, which can be used by blockchain
developers to gain scalability and permission benefits. BigchainDB solves
the scalability issues faced in implementing blockchain technology.
Hyperledger enables the creation of private permissions for blockchains.
Companies are leveraging the benefits of blockchain with cloud-based
implementation. Leading companies such as Amazon, IBM and Microsoft
are providing cloud-based development spaces to software companies.
Blockchain as a Service or BaaS$, offers various benefits to companies and
help them in creating viable solution to cater to business needs?®.

When an application is developed using blockchain technology,
the user has the authority to view and add a record to the software
database. The user can’t modify or delete any data record, which improve
integrity of the entire process. Another benefit of blockchain is that it
stores data in transparent ledgers and data traverses through peer-to-
peer networks. The increase of mobile application with enhanced
security and higher quality has led to the rise of blockchain-oriented
apps. The key features of blockchain oriented software (BOS) are listed
below:

1) The data is replicated and stored in thousands of systems that
ensure data security. Each node has a copy of the blockchain
code.

2) It checks the transaction requirement before processing for
validation.

3) It records transaction in a sequential log of interlinked blocks
which are created by consensus algorithm.

4) Transactions are based on public-key cryptography.

5) The OS serves as the base for BOS engineering.

Seigniorage Problem of Paper money

This brings us to a next point: the role of seigniorage in a monetary
system. The authors mention the issue and it is much talked about in
Meera’s writings. He has in a paper written with Larbani (2006) argued

16 H. Albayati, SK Kim and JJ Rho. “A Study on the Use of Cryptocurrency Wallets from a
User Experience Perspective.” Human Behavior and Emerging Technologies 3, no. 5 (2021):
720-738.
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that paper money system, because of seigniorage plus interest, is not
compatible with the objectives of the Islamic Shari.ah while commodity
money like gold and silver alone is. After the collapse of Bretton Woods
in 1971, the US dollar, like other world currencies, became a fiat currency
which is backed by nothing. Since then, the world has operated under a
“pure” paper money system. Since US dollar being one of the vehicle
currencies, the central banks worldwide hold US dollars as reserves.
(Larbani, 2006). According to Khalid Noorshah in his article The Islamic
Gold Dinar Movement in Malaysia, he address the important to
implement gold dinar and silver dirham in order to be free from
enslavement of the banking and finance fraternity and the usurious
nature of paper money, to avoid speculation and manipulation of
international currency traders, freedom from the dominance of the
others and oppression from developed nations and deceiving practices
and intentions by the so called super powers especially the United States
of America. More so because the American dollars were deemed the
currency of world and in the case of oil, a currency imposed, but most
importantly it was call to submit to Allah’s decree where He and His
prophet has declared war on the usurers?’.

In a speech The Dinar - The Way Forward, at Putra World Trade
Centre (PWTC) on 24 July 2007 Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad said, Federal
Reserve Bank is controlling the country’s financial system and US Dollar
are absolutely no security features. Thus, our prosperity could be
undermined simply by devaluing our Ringgit against the US Dollar. Truly
the International Monetary System and the banking system are not only
means of financing international trade but are also instruments for
exerting power over the countries of the world. Government and
government leaders are really powerless. Then the rulers of the world
are the men who control the Central Banks of the so-called powerful
countries.

According to Dr. Mahathir, with the use of gold some of the power
Western Banking System and the US Dollar would be diminished. With
this the clout of these powerful countries would also diminish. On the
other hand, by refusing to use the Gold in net settlement, the rich Muslim

17 Al-Quran: Surah Al-Bagarah:297.
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countries would actually be impoverishing and weakening themselves,
exposing themselves to pressures by the Western powers and as has
been pointed out they would actually be financing the killing of Muslims
in Palestine, Iraq and Afghanistan. Of course, it will never be able to
replace the old system completely. But by having an alternative will
always force the original to adopt good practices. We will see less of the
fraud and the manipulations. We will be able to fend off much of the
oppression of the weak by the rich and strong using the valueless paper
money that they have invented. False wealth will no longer be able to
rule the world.

However, it may be rewarding to begin with a look at the historical
origin of the term to understand its import in the current circumstances.
In origin, seigniorage meant something claimed by the sovereign or a
feudal lord as his prerogative in relation to society. In the context of
money, it was the percentage share of the crown in the bullion people
brought to the royal mint to get converted into coins. Nowadays the term
is applied to all money, including the credit banks create. A fiat currency
is money that has no intrinsic value of its own or is not backed by
anything real like gold or anything of value for that matter. Paper money
can be in two forms; currency notes and coins (state-issued money) and
accounting money such as cheques and electronic money which is
created by commercial banks through loans. However, almost in every
nation, a larger proportion of the money stock is represented by the
accounting money.

As the proportion of credit money in a nation increases it has
some implied loss to the economic agents. Though the credit money is
created out of thin air, it is not available for free of cost. Therefore, the
credit money should be repaid with some interest charges where the
money needed to settle the aggregate interest in the economy does not
exist in the system. Hence, the economic agents are forced to repay their
loans in the form of real goods and services. In other words, when the
interest amount is not existed in the system, for sure people will default
on their loans and real payment of interest takes place when banks
confiscate collateral or other assets of them. Meera (2011) explains this
as follows:
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“Seigniorage is the value given to paper money over and
above its intrinsic value. For example, when the bank creates
RM1 million in the form of electronic money, the seigniorage
is RM1 million, since the cost of creating an electronic record
is negligible. On the other hand, if a RM1 coin has 20 sen of
metal content in it, then the seigniorage is 80 sen.
Seigniorage is the benefit obtained by the first user of the
paper money, that is, the bankers in the case of credit money,
and the government in the case of currency notes and coins.”

Therefore, it is very clear that United States is gaining huge unfair
benefits from their dollars (one of the vehicle currency) in terms of
seigniorage. Likewise, under fractional reserve banking system,
commercial banks create money out of thin air and get the same
seigniorage benefits.

In addition, Ellen Hodgson Brown quoted from Rodney
Shakespeare from book The Modern Universal Paradigm (2007),
predicted that significant monetary reform may come first in the Islamic
community. Islamic reformers are keenly aware of the limitations of the
current Western system and are actively seeking change, and oil-rich
I[slamic countries may have the clout to pull it off. Besides, interest-free
banking system might work. Ellen Brown found in Sweden and Denmark,
interest free savings and loan associations have been operating
successfully for decades. These banks are cooperatively owned and are
not designed to return a profit to their owners. They merely provide a
service, facilitating borrowing and lending among their members. Costs
are covered by service charges and fees.

Interest-free lending would be particularly practicable if it were
done by banks owned by a government with the power to create money,
since credit could be extended without the need to make a profit or the
risk of bankruptcy from bad loans. A truly national bank would not need
to worry about going bankrupt, in fact the feature of gold is liability-
proof and it would not need an FDIC to insure its deposits. It could issue
loans partially to anyone who satisfied its requirements, in the same way
that the government issue driver’s licenses to anyone who qualifies now.
A system of truly “national” banks would return to the people their most
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valuable asset, the right to create their own money. We would not need
to pay income taxes, and we might not need to pay taxes at all.

Ellen also added a community or government banking service
providing interest-free credit would just be a credit clearing agency, an
intermediary that will allow people to “monetize” their own promises to
repay. People would become sovereign issuers of their own money, not
just collectively but individually, with each person determining for
himself how much “money” he wanted to create by drawing it from the
online service where credit transactions were recorded.

Furthermore, interest charges are incorporated into every stage
of producing a product, from pulling raw materials out of the earth to
putting the goods on store shelves. These cumulative charges have been
estimated to compose about half the cost of everything we buy. That
means if interest charges were eliminated, price might be slashed in half.
She also admits that gold and silver are excellent ways to store value.

Gold Standard Argument

Moreover, paper money is not a natural commodity. It is
manmade. Therefore, ought to be able to control it. Referring to Judy
Shelton (1994) in Money Meltdown, has identified currency chaos as an
ominous threatand she issues a clarion call for a new stable international
monetary order to serve the need of an open global economy and
embraces the sanctity of sound and honest money as the only logical
premise under which free trade and democratic capitalism can succeed
around the world. According to Shelton a gold standard is not perfect but
the least imperfect system because it depends on steady increases in real
economic growth. But given the advantages of other systems - the
corruptness of floating rates, the superficiality of pegged exchange rates,
and the confusion of competitive private currencies - an international
gold standard emerges as the most attractive option.

Certainly, it provides the strongest mechanism for guarding
against tinkering by self-serving governments. Trading currencies is
seen as some kind of specialist activity better left to the expert who
operate on behalf of huge mutual funds and international banks whereas
a gold standard offers a straightforward monetary rule that requires no
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expertise or arcane knowledge to understand. Money should be defined
in precise terms so that it is worth something. She also stressed going on
a gold standard constitutes the ultimate manifestation of central bank
independence that removed from internal politics and managerial error.
In terms of federal budget deficit, under a gold standard, the government
would be put under extreme pressure to balance the budget.

If government expenditures exceeded government revenues, the
difference would have to be financed the government would have to
borrow to cover the shortfall. When the government borrows, it does so
by creating debt instruments that provide purchasing power to their
holder. People pay money to the government in exchange for the debt
instruments and the government spends the money it receives, at the
same time, it issues additional money claims that can be sold for funds
today or redeemed in the future. Out of nothing more than a gap in the
budget, the government creates purchasing power by obligating itself to
pay back money in the future. This process is known as “monetizing” the
debts.

What a gold standard can do is restore people’s faith in the merit
of saving money. That is, it can resurrect the idea that saving is a virtue
as opposed to being naive, ill considered, and stupid. Apart from that,
price distortions as associated with inflation or deflation are largely
avoided under a gold standard. Business may be good or bad, profits may
be high or low. But when the currency is backed by gold, like
cryptocurrency back by gold, individuals do not have to tally their
performance against a moving monetary target. Besides, a gold standard
would be particularly helpful for developing countries that desire to
participate in global market on the basis of their legitimate capacity to
compete, rather than through succeeding rounds of debilitating currency
devaluations.

Another benefit of gold standard is it would establish objective
criteria for participating in international trade and finance. It will not
distinguish between well-established industrial powers and poorer
developing nations. Furthermore, it would protect nations from the
foibles of their own finance ministers. It would assure private citizens
that their purchasing power for domestically-produced goods as well as
imports could not be manhandled by ambitious government officials all
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too eager to correct for “market imbalances” that were likely the result
of their own misguided economic policies.

A global gold standard also would provide monetary stability
across borders and through time as well as carry out consistent
monetary unit. A gold standard guarantees the constant value of money
so that people can focus on the merits of economic and financial
opportunities without being distracted by the risk of unanticipated
changes in future purchasing power caused by inflation or deflation or
fluctuations in the relative prices of national currencies. Moreover, a gold
standard would close governments’ option to practice protectionism
against trading partners through the deliberate devaluation of their
domestic currency.

But if the global monetary order were determined in accordance
with a classical international gold standard, no country, not even the
most powerful, could dictate exchange rates by prevailing on its allies to
manipulate foreign exchange markets. No Group of Seven inner circle of
central banks could conspire to buy and sell each other’s currencies to
change the natural course of trade flows.

Another benefit of gold standard is it would be the means to
achieve the monetary system that would best serve the requirements of
the global economy simply because it would provide common money
with permanent integrity beyond the realm of governmental tampering.
A classical gold standard ensures that government officials remain true
to the economic interests of their own citizens.

According to article The Global impact of the Gold Dinar (2003)
written by Philip Judge, in year 1997, the East Asian and numerous other
financial crises worldwide made apparent the vulnerability of the
current monetary system and the need for a more stable and just global
monetary system. In fact, since the collapse of Bretton Woods in 1971,
the world monetary system has been inflationary and volatile with the
absence of a stable unit of account. Gold in net settlement is seen as
strategic move to protect the interest of nations as far as monetary
stability, independence and justice are concerned.
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Call for A New Stable International Monetary Order

In the book Gold the Once and Future Money written by Nathan
Lewis published in 2007, he verifies that it is not necessary for the
government to hold gold even under a system of redeemability. The
monetary authority can always buy or borrow gold on the open market.
Speculators regularly buy and sell gold that they do not own. If the value
of banknotes is out of line with gold, then gold and banknotes will simply
cycle around and around until the problem is corrected.

Besides, under a gold standard, the gold market is an open market
free of government manipulation. The managing body does not
intervene in the gold market to support or suppress prices. It used to be
said that a devaluing government “changed the price of gold” but actually
it was the value of the currency they were changing. The expansion and
contraction of the supply of currency alters that currency’s value in
relation to gold, but has no effect on gold itself. Gold is the thermostat of
the system. When the gold market says there’s too much money, money
is eliminated. When the gold market says there’s too little money, money
is created. Just as a thermostat guides the heating and cooling of a house,
it does no good to deal with the problem of a hot or cold house by
jiggering the thermostat. All too often today, a gold standard is
misunderstood as a system by which the gold market itself is
manipulated, by buying or selling large amount of gold in sterilized
intervention (i.e., without a corresponding change in the supply of
money) to create a short-term aberration in the market. This is totally
ineffective.

Without a change in the supply of money relative to demand, the
gold/currency market will quickly return to an equilibrium point
reflecting the discrepancy. If the central bank persists in buying or selling
gold without adjusting its supply of currency, it will simply run out of
gold reserves. This stupidity on the part of the certain central banks is
not the fault of the gold standard.

The gold or dollar market accumulates all the existing information
about monetary conditions into one price, in a fashion similar to the
manner in which a company’s stock, if it is traded widely enough, will
reflect all the information available about the company. Like all market
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prices, the price of gold is one way the extended order transmits
information. The gold market thus does away with the statisticians and
bureaucrats in the same way that the stock market or the commodities
market takes the place of Soviet system’s central planners. The gold
market, although it is commodity market is most similar to the foreign
exchange market. It shows the market relation of a currency, not to
another governments’ currency, but to the supernatural currency of such,
the gold market reacts more quickly to monetary changes that any other
commodity.

Moreover, according Lewis (2007) the gold standard reinforces
democracy; paper money erodes it. Without the gold standard, the
trillions of monetary agreements of the citizenry are made subject to the
whims of secretive, unelected, politically insulated policy board. The
evolution of money has been toward a system that is not subject to
political decision making. The bimetallic gold and silver standard had to
be abandoned in the late nineteenth century because the questions of
profit and loss, success and failure, solvency and bankruptcy were
subject to a political decision of whether of payment was allowed in gold
or silver.

If government aims to break its promise with the people, it does
not matter if gold has been piled to rafters in Midas’s treasury. Nathan
Lewis also affirmed in his book that one government has returned to the
gold standard so many times over the course of history is that it is simply
cheaper to do so. Because a gold standard lends monetary stability,
which in turn allows economic stability, interest rates can fall to very low
levels and stay there indefinitely. Interest rate that was common under
the gold standard is impossible in today’s environment of monetary
chaos. Amsterdam had rates of around 3.5 percent during its heyday in
the seventeenth century. (Nathan Lewis, p.111).

The strength of gold standard is the strength of the government’s
promise to uphold the integrity of the monetary system, not a
commitment to dig gold out of ground and then bury it again in
government vaults. If the promise is good, very little gold is needed. If the
promise is broken, no amount of gold can put it back together. Gold is an
element; it comes only in one form, and does not chemically combine
with other elements. It does not tarnish or rust. It is highly malleable and
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can be pounded with hand tools into thin foils and then back into lumps.
It is easy to melt, and it can be subdivided indefinitely. Because of its
extraordinary density, it cannot be counterfeited, for all other metals
(except for platinum, which is more valuable) are less dense and thus
easily discovered (Nathan Lewis, p.117).

Unlike a cowrie shell, it cannot be crushed or broken. It is
throughout the world and is present even in seawater. As a result, gold
is hardly consumed, used up, or thrown away. The demand for non-
monetary uses is trivial. There is no competition between monetary and
industrial uses of gold. Unlike other commodities the gold futures market
is never backwardated, meaning that its future value is never less than
its present value. In other words, the interest rate on gold lending is
always positive. Gold futures trade like currency futures. Gold is money.
Gold does not have magical intrinsic value. Gold is used because it has
served well through the centuries as a monetary commodity and
measure of value, just as steel has been used to make machinery and
copper has served to conduct electricity. That is why human continue to
go great effort to dig gold out of the ground. Many people have used
commodities prices indexes to get an idea if the long-term stability of
gold and Roy Jastram’s The Golden Constant is a fine example of this sort
of effort.

However, there is no reason to assume that commodities index is
better measure of value than gold. Gold has been chosen as the monetary
Polaris because it is not subject to the kinds of market factors that affect
other commodities, and long-term indexes are often heavily weighted
with one commodity or another. There is no higher authority by which
one can determine whether price change due to what Ludwig von Mises
called “goods-induced” factor or “cash-induced” factors. The gold
standard is not intended to produce stable prices according to one
definition or another, but rather, stable money. Gold is the world
citizenry's standard of value, and as Von Mises predicted, no government
action can undo that fact, and just governments were not responsible for
its creation.

Yet it can be observed today that when a currency declines in
value compared to gold, inflationary phenomena appear. This is true of
whatever currency is measured against the golden benchmark. Gold has
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been adopted as money because it works. It has defeated every
challenger. Though it has been spurned by governments many times, this
has never been due to a fault of gold to serve its duty as a standard of
value, but because governments had other plans for their currencies
beyond maintaining their stability.

Another noteworthy contribution is an historical study of the
gold standard by Professor Roy W. Jastram (1977). He wrote to Wall
Street Journal: p.32:

“From 1972 into the 1930’s Britain was on a gold standard
and the United States was on either a bimetallic standard or
one of gold alone. During all those years, in both countries,
price inflations and subsequent deflations average sensibly
to zero. The result: for both the U.K and the U.S the wholesale
price index numbers at the end of gold standard were at just
the level 1800.”

Jastram (1977) goes on to suggest that this is “not unpredictable
because the gold standard discipline was at work”. Thus, he concludes
that “With the money supply showing ominous signs of being out of
control, serious thought must be given to a new form of monetary
discipline, one which might be suggested by age-old experience.” The
case for as free market commodity money such as gold was trenchantly
and succinctly stated by Ludwig von Mises in his book On the
Manipulation of Money and Credit nearly sixty years ago, p.22:

“The reason for using commodity money is precisely to
prevent political influence from affecting directly the value
of the monetary unit. Gold is the standard money primarily
because an increase or decrease in the available quantity is
independent of the orders issued by political authorities. The
distinctive feature of the gold standard is that it makes
changes in the quantity of money dependent on the
profitability of gold production.”

Almost one-half century later, with the government-manipulated,
pseudo-gold standard of the Bretton Woods system racked by
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inflationary spasms and on the verge of collapse, Von Mises eloquently
stated his argument in On Current Monetary Problems, p.29-30:

“The quantity of money is the decisive problem. The quality
that makes gold fit for service as money is precisely the fact
that the quantity of gold cannot be manipulated by the
governments. The gold standard has one quality, one virtue.
It is that the quantity of gold cannot be increased in the way
that paper notes can be increased. The use of the gold
standard consists in the fact that it makes supply of money
depend on the profitability of mining gold, and thus checks
large-scale inflationary ventures on the part of governments.
Gold cannot be produced in a cheaper way by any
governmental bureau, committee, institution, office,
international agency, or so on. This is the only justification of
the gold standard. One has tried again and again to find some
method to substitute these qualities of gold in some other
way. But all these methods have failed. The eminence of the
gold standard is to be seen in the fact that the gold standard
alone makes determination of the monetary unit’s
purchasing power independent of the ambitions and
activities of dictators, political parties, and pressure groups.”

In short, the case for commodity money rests on the fact that it
furnishes the only effective bulwark against inflation. The fundamental
reason for preferring the 100 per cent gold standard to other gold-based
proposals for monetary reform is that it is the only monetary systems
which effect the complete separation of the government from the supply
of money. Under this system, the money supply process is totally
privatized: the mining, minting, certification, and storage of the money-
commodity as well as the issuance of fully covered notes and deposits
are carried out by private firms operating in a free market.

In thus removing all vestiges of the government monopoly over
money, the pure commodity standard provides a practically inflation-
proof-currency. This become clearer once it is realized that inflation
occurs for no other reason than it benefits that group or institution in
almost every case the national government which succeeds in arrogating
to itself the legal monopoly over money creation. The virtue of the 100
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per cent gold standard is precisely that it establishes a free market in the
supply of money and brings about a complete abolition of the
governmental monopoly in this most sensitive and vital area of the
market economy.

Indeed, although he regards a pure commodity standard as
ultimately undesirable because of its high resource cost, Milton
Friedman is essentially in agreement with this point in Should There Be
an Independent Monetary Authority, p.220-222. According to Friedman:

“If money consisted wholly physical commodity, in principle
there would be no need for control by government at all. If an
automatic commodity standard were feasible, it would
provide an excellent solution to the liberal dilemma of how
to get a stable monetary framework without the danger of
irresponsible exercise of monetary powers. A full commodity
standard, for example, an honest-to-goodness gold standard
in which 100 percent of the money consisted literally of gold,
widely supported by a public imbued with the mythology of a
gold standard and the belief that it is immoral and improper
for government to interfere with its operation, would provide
an effective control against government tinkering with the
currency and against irresponsible monetary action. Under
such a standard, any monetary powers of government would
be very minor in scope.”

People acquire money in exchange for the goods and services
which they themselves produce with a view to re-exchanging it for more
desired goods and services at some time in the future. The performance
of this medium of exchange function does not necessitate the physical
destruction of the money-commodity. This fact differentiates money
from consumers’ goods and producers’ goods i.e. capital goods and
natural resources, since the latter two are used up in performing their
respective function. Keynes makes a statement in The General Theory of
Employment, Interest, and Money p.132, that, “at periods when gold is
available at suitable depths experience show that the real wealth of the
world increases rapidly and when but little of it so available, our wealth
suffers stagnation or decline.”
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Under a gold standard, the supply of money does not change
arbitrarily but varies directly with monetary demand, resulting in
tendency to long-run stability in the purchasing power of gold. Moreover,
in the short term, large fluctuation in the supply of money is precluded
by the natural scarcity and durability of gold. Of course, this not to argue
that the gold standard would or even should insure perfect stability in
the value of money. In fact, as he has argued above, such a goal is
chimerical, and all attempts to achieve in the real world will only create
widespread maladjustments and instability in the economy. The point to
be made, however, is that the market, when left to its own devices has
chosen and will choose a commodity money whose qualities render its
purchasing power sufficiently stable over time to permit market
participants to realize the tremendous benefits of indirect exchange and
economic calculation which accrue in the form of a tremendously
broadened scope for division of labour and specialization and for capital
accumulation.

The defining characteristic of such a monetary system has been
incisively I identified by Milton Friedman (1976. p.34) in article Has Gold
Lost Its Monetary Role?. In his words, “A real, honest-to-God gold
standard, would be one in which gold was literally money, and money
literally gold, under which transactions would literally be made in terms
either of the yellow metal itself, or of pieces of paper that were 100 per
cent warehouse certificates for gold.” While it is true that certain types
of government intervention in the monetary system are consistent with
the basic criterion of a genuine gold standard, it is equally true that no
particular government policy is essential to the operation of this
monetary standard. Indeed, as Friedman notes in Journal of Money, Credit
and Banking titled Monetary Policy: Theory and Practice page 99, “If
domestic money consists of a commodity, a pure gold standard or cowrie
bead standard, the principles of monetary policy are very simple. There
aren’t any. The commodity money takes care of itself.

Economist Alan Reynolds, a staunch supporter of a monetary
policy based on gold price rule argues in Testimony before the United
States Gold Policy Commission page 15,“The purpose of the gold standard
is to improve the efficiency and predictability of monetary policy by
providing a flexible signal and mechanism for balancing the supply of
money with the demand for money at stable prices. Two other
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prominent supporters of a gold price rule, Arthur Laffer and Charles
Kadlec state in The Point of Linking the Dollar to Gold p.32, that “The
purpose of a gold standard is not to turn every dollar bill into a
warehouse receipt for an equivalent amount of gold, but to provide the
central bank with an operating rule that will facilitate the maintenance
of a stable price level.” What is of overriding significance in the foregoing
passages is the explicit or implicit characterization of the gold standard
as a mechanism deliberately designed to implement specified policy
goals, such a stable price level, that are aimed at by the government
money managers.

Foritis the underlying conception of the nature and role of money
that is implied in this portrayal of the gold standard that ultimately and
irreparably divides the modern from the traditional advocates of a gold-
based monetary regime. The widely accepted goals that a successful
monetary policy is supposed to achieve include: a stable value of the
monetary unit or more accurately, constancy of some selected price
index e.g; the CPI, the GNP deflator, or an index of spot commodity prices;
the mitigation of cyclical fluctuations via the stabilization of various
statistical aggregates and averages, such as the unemployment rate, the
GNP index, the index of industrial production and others; the
maintenance of a high rate of secular growth in real output, once more
as gauged by the behaviour of selected statistical indicators and stability
of real interest rates. As Lehrman explains in Should We (and Could We)
Return to the Gold Standard?:

“Under the gold standard there is no price for gold. The dollar
is the monetary standard, set by law equal to a weight of gold.
The price of gold does not exist. Under the gold standard, the
paper dollar is a promissory note. It is a real claim to a real
article of wealth defined by law as the standard.”

In Lehrman’s proposal, Federal Reserve’s notes as well as dollar-
denominated demand deposits at commercial banks and other
depository institutions would once more become warehouse receipts for
gold, instantly redeemable for gold dollars at face value upon the
demand of the bearer or depositor. Ludwig von Mises the Austrian
Economist wrote in the Theory of Money and Credit, p.420:
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“The gold standard did not collapse. Government abolished it
in order to pave the way for inflation. The whole grim
apparatus of oppression and coercion policemen, custom
guards, penal courts, prisons, in some countries even
executioners had to be put into action in order to destroy the
gold standard. Solemn pledges were broken, retroactive laws
were promulgated; provisions of constitutions and bills of
right were openly defied.”

Von Mises proceeds to demolish the deeply entrenched myth,
which Lehrman appears to accept, that likens the gold standard to a
political “game” wherein the government players must adhere to some
vaguely specified “rules of the game”.

Clearly, when considering monetary systems, stability is an
important issue, but equally important, and one that is often overlook, is
the issue of justice. In many people’s mind, an international payment
system based on gold addresses both these issues. Furthermore, since
the last one hundred years has been major western economies steadily
dismantle the classic gold standard internationally, and replace it with
flexible debt-based paper monetary system. We only have to look around
to see that this system has had far-reaching and destructive implications
globally, on many levels. The vast majority of the population in the east
understands that gold and silver are the only real money while paper is
just promise to pay. Many are aware that the west has been able to
simply print paper money and send it around the world to pay for its
unquenchable consumer appetite for goods and services. Islamic Nations
have experienced and witnessed the first hand currency crisis as result
of the international US dollar policy.

There is no doubt that this kind of work puts behind it a century
of suffering and defeat for the Muslims and opens the coming age to a
powerful and revived Islam. We need more in-depth study to find ways
or mechanisms of how to implement a cryptocurrency backed by gold.
Thus, this study is trying to find out the answer and fill up that gap by
proposing cryptocurrency back by gold for blockchain net settlement to
enhance financial stability.
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Central Banks in Digitalized and Decentralized Economy

Central Bank have gone through multiple reincarnations, the last
one was a big shift from the gold standard to a floating-rate system of fiat
currencies.Because digital currencies challenges the role of central banks
in an economy, researcher might expect central bankers to oppose
blockchain technology. However, that not so the case because this
technology represents a powerful new tool for improving financial
services and enhancing the performance of central banks in global
economy. Ben Bernake, former chair of the Fed, said in 2013 that
blockchain technology could promote faster, more secure and more
efficient payment system. Today both the Fed (Federal Reserve) and the
Bank of England have teams dedicated to this technology. Not
surprisingly, central bankers have been forward thinking in
understanding the importance of blockchain technology to their
respective economies!8 (Don & Alex Tapscott,2018). Hopefully, other
central banks who have not been as vocal would follow soon.

Below is the role of central bank: -

1) They manage monetary policy by setting interest rates and controlling
the money supply and in exceptional circumstances by injecting
capital directly into the system.

2) They attempt to maintain stability. This means they act as a banker for
government and for the banks in the financial system like the lender
of last resort.

3) Central bank often shares the responsibility with other government
entities of regulating and monitoring the financial system,
particularly the activities of the banks that deal with savings and
loans to average consumers.

So, what will we use as a means of payment and store of value in
the future? Would it be cryptocurrency? Much lies in the hands of central
bankers, regulators, policy makers, and monetarist remains to be seen.

Policymakers will not be able to remain bystanders. Central banks
in particular could play a key role in shaping this future. Importantly,

8 Don & Alex Tapscott.(2018). Blockchain Revolution. Penguin Random House
UK.



Malaysia's Potential Revolution: Embracing Gold-Backed 362
Cryptocurrency into International Net Settlement via Blockchain
Could Transform Economic and Financial Resilience

central banks also settle payments between banks. Otherwise, interbank
payments would be expensive, slow, and potentially contentious. Indeed,
short of exchanging cash or gold, banks have to extend credit to each
other in order to settle payments between themselves and their
customers. This is where the central bank comes in. All banks hold
accounts at the central bank, and a payment from one to the other is
settled by transferring perfectly safe funds (called central bank reserves)
from one account to another. Not only does this remove credit risk from
inter-bank transactions, it also ensures that payments are interoperable
across banks. As a result, no single bank however large its network, has
an advantage in allowing payments among more customers.
Interoperability is essential to level the playing field between banks.

Researcher would like to highlight important point here, that
Blockchain trading platforms and financial decentralized applications do
not work to eliminate centralized banks. Instead, they force banks to
adopt distributed ledger technology. These decentralized alternatives to
financial service require banks to use blockchain to facilitate faster cross-
border payments, lower fees, and automate clearing and settlements.
Blockchain applications in financial services push established financial
services companies to operate on peer-to-peer networks for trustless,
affordable, and faster services.

Blockchain and Sustainability

Implementing sustainable living is all about meeting the needs of
the present without compromising the ability of future generations and
their needs. Implementing such sustainable living is quite challenging
and at the same time hard to accomplish. Comprehending our own needs
and responsibilities is not that easy, in that case anticipating the need of
future generation is beyond imagination. However, establishing a
sustainable life is the success mantra of longer safe live.

Our aim should be on a better livelihood for everyone, for this, we
should consider the natural ecosystem and also consider the human
system and integrate them together in such a way that it keeps its
balance. Unfortunately, our current lifestyle is going the other way
around rather keeping the balance between natural resource and human
system, they are into acquiring all the resources themselves to lead a life
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of luxury. Where one side, people find hard to meet the ends, there the
other side people are luxuriously using the resources. We can see our
nature diversity getting depleted and nature being destroyed at an
unprecedented speed. Today, we are facing a large sustainable problem
like drastic climate change and echo biodiversity extinction, and coming
to humans, there are rising witnesses of poverty in many areas.

Many NGOs are now getting part of this great challenge and UN
has revealed around 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) to meet
the global economy, political and climatic challenges that are faced by the
entire world today. Today SDG covers global issues like global warming,
healthcare, medical facility, eco and biodiversity, poverty, social justice,
financial aid situation and many more. After considering many
phenomena SDG found out that the latest upcoming technological
advance can mix up with the current situation and can bring some
changes in the near future. For this change, the great technology
breakthrough blockchain and its application can be implemented
because blockchain can help in moving forward towards the achievement
of a sustainable and green future.

The current aspect of blockchain made many of the NGOs who
participate in SDGs evaluating blockchain as one the greatest threat
towards sustainability. The main reason for this is Bitcoin mining. Mining
is considered a complex task and it requires huge and immense energy
than what it has been thought. A recent study found out that its energy
consumption rate is so high that the entire energy required to power
Argentina in the year 2018. And by the year 2020, it would take energy
need to power the entire United States in half-year.

But the fact is on the other side. Bitcoin is just a picture in the
frame of blockchain. Blockchain which works on the basis of shared
ledger technology can bring much better change in the sustainable
challenge what we are facing now. Blockchain is capable of giving more
transparency in collective and individual action, and also helps to reduce
the accountability loop and can implement it in global aspect, avoid a
great central authority, bureaucracy intervene and can stop difficulties in
global border supply chain tracking.
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Why this is difficult when considering our global scenario,
because major financial sector is handled by a central authority and that
we call banks who control and monitor this huge wealth that has been
delivered. According to SDG, it finds out that more than 5 trillion USD is
allocated to face global sustainability. But less than 10 percent is used,
because of the unstable system. Currently, it is very hard for tracking
sustainable behaviors of the company, individual and also it is very
difficult to reward them in a correct and speedy way. Most of the current
institutions are resistant to change.

Major breakthrough that blockchain bring today is great
development in the financial sector. This can be by means of full speed,
high efficiency, and trust build transaction. The world needs a global
platform to face this unstable economy and future. Blockchain is capable
of building this. More than 1800 major cryptocurrencies are available
and most world orders are accepting the current change by adopting
blockchain and cryptocurrency. DLT (Digital Ledger Technology) bring a
bookkeeping method and build a great trustworthiness in a global
transaction.

Major investors around the globe are facing huge difficulties to
know their huge investment is reaching towards a green echo
investment, however, this can be achieved through blockchain
technology. Keeping good track of each moment (transaction) with the
help of automated smart contract can help investors in ascertaining their
resource isn’t getting wasted. Many Daap is already out there for
investors to invest in a sustainable global invest. Sustainable invest
wallet that has been built on the blockchain platform is a global solution
for investors.

Besides that, blockchain is capable of providing global
transparency and accountable immutable shared ledger in encrypted
copies across all the nodes which participate in the network. This can
bring trustworthiness among the trustless parties, mainly individual or
companies whoever involved in the transaction. If the global supply chain
is on the right track, one can reduce a great extent of fraud, pollution and
human rights abuses. Transparency in the accountability, price,
document handling and inference of government authority can be
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reached to the end-users through the shared ledger. And it will make easy
for the parties to monitor the transaction correctly.

In today's system, it will take more time and cost to clear a
government-related document and its verification process and also from
the bureaucracy part. Cost reduction of bureaucracy through more
efficient e-government blockchain tools can save a lot of money and time.
Access to basic banking is still just a dream for more than 3 billion people
still. But with peer to peer transaction on trusty network can eliminate
the third-party intervention.

A major art of blockchain is in introduction of token. Blockchain
introduces certain rules for the peer to participate in the network and
the actors agree on a specific goal, for example, getting a token that is
built on certain blockchain as a reward for correctly executing certain
tasks. Correct reward evaluation is happened in the network. Reward can
be of any time for example for proving the certain work (in market
bitcoin is a reward as a proof of work to maintain correct transaction of
records). Here in the sustainable case, we can consider proof of
maintaining is a good recycle or planting trees.
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Conceptual Framework

Figure 1: Propose Framework of Cryptocurrency Backed by Gold Model
for International Net Settlement via Blockchain

l The International Net Settlement System is still l

A New Cryptocurrency backed by Gold Model

for Blockchain Net Settlement
/’// T
1.Smart \
Governance \

A

/4 7.Political
/ Willingness

[ ' : |

\

( 3. Fund '
| 6.Technicality * »  Investment

| | Knowledge From /

\ Govemment/

5. Collaborative 4 nfrastructure 4

\ Network /

2.Transparency \

The study chooses this approach in order to develop a framework
of gold-backed cryptocurrency for international net settlement through
blockchain technology. Moreover, it is important to understand the
reason of finding alternative payment method that will impact to the
implementation of cryptocurrency backed by gold. The propose
framework can be seen as above at Figure 1.
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In the current digital era of the 21st century, the prevailing
international net settlement system relies on fiat currency, yet the
evolution of money into digital and cryptocurrency forms presents a
transformative opportunity. To address the limitations of fiat currency
in international net settlement, this study advocates for the adoption of
gold-backed cryptocurrency. Through comprehensive literature review
and expert interviews, the researcher has navigated the scholarly
landscape to propose a solution. Anticipating regulatory challenges and
the need for political alignment, the forthcoming section will delve into
meticulous analysis and discoveries. Envisioned as a remedy, the gold-
backed cryptocurrency model for blockchain international net
settlement holds the potential to mitigate inflation, stabilize currency
valuation, and reinforce financial sustainability with resolute
effectiveness.

Referring to the figure 1, Trust should be the basis of any
framework involving a gold-backed cryptocurrency for blockchain
international net settlement model. It plays a crucial role in ensuring the
sustainability, credibility, and long-term viability of such a system. There
is confidence in value preservation because gold has been recognized as
a store of value for centuries due to its scarcity, durability, and universal
acceptance. By backing a cryptocurrency with gold, trust is established
in the preservation of value. Investors and participants can have
confidence that their holdings are backed by a tangible asset with
intrinsic worth. This trust in value preservation is essential for attracting
and retaining users in the blockchain trade settlement model. Moreover,
Trust serves as the requirement for a gold-backed cryptocurrency for
blockchain trade settlement model. It ensures confidence in the
preservation of value, mitigates volatility, fosters transparency and
auditing, supports regulatory compliance, and leverages institutional
partnerships. By emphasizing trust as the main component, the
framework establishes a solid foundation for the widespread adoption
and success of a gold-backed cryptocurrency in facilitating secure and
reliable trade settlement on the blockchain.

In the framework of a gold-backed cryptocurrency for blockchain
international net settlement, the functions of smart governance,
transparency, government  fund investment, infrastructure,
collaborative network, technical knowledge, and political willingness are
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important to ensuring the success and effectiveness of the system while
aligning with shariah-embedded, value-based investment, and
environmental societal governance principles. The researcher would
like to explain each of these functions in detail:

1. Smart Governance: Smart governance refers to the
implementation of advanced technologies, such as blockchain,
to enhance the efficiency, security, and transparency of
governance processes. In the context of a gold-backed
cryptocurrency for blockchain net settlement, smart
governance ensures the proper regulation, oversight, and
monitoring of the system. It involves establishing rules,
protocols, and smart contracts that govern the issuance,
circulation, and redemption of the cryptocurrency. By
leveraging smart governance, the system can promote fairness,
accountability, and trust among participants.

2. Transparency: Transparency is a key principle in both shariah-
embedded investment and environmental societal governance.
In the context of a gold-backed cryptocurrency, transparency
ensures that all transactions, including the exchange of the
cryptocurrency for gold, are publicly recorded on the
blockchain. This transparency helps prevent fraud, money
laundering, and unethical practices. By making transaction
details accessible to all participants, transparency enhances
trust, accountability, and the overall integrity of the system.

3. Government Fund Investment: Government fund investment
plays a significant role in supporting the establishment and
development of a gold-backed cryptocurrency system.
Governments can allocate funds to research, development, and
infrastructure necessary for the implementation of the system.
By providing financial resources, governments demonstrate
their commitment to fostering technological advancements,
economic stability, and sustainable development. Government
fund investment can also contribute to ensuring the liquidity
and stability of the gold-backed cryptocurrency, enhancing its
attractiveness as a medium of exchange and store of value.

4. Infrastructure: Infrastructure refers to the underlying
technological framework required for the operation of a gold-
backed cryptocurrency system. This includes the blockchain
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network, digital wallets, secure storage facilities for gold
reserves, and reliable connectivity. Robust infrastructure is
essential for ensuring the efficient and secure transfer,
verification, and storage of cryptocurrency and gold assets. It
enables seamless transactions and builds confidence among
participants, facilitating the adoption and usage of the system.

. Collaborative Network: A collaborative network involves the

active participation and cooperation of various stakeholders,
including governments, financial institutions, businesses, and
individuals. In the context of a gold-backed cryptocurrency
system, a collaborative network fosters partnerships and
synergies among these stakeholders. Collaboration allows for
the pooling of expertise, resources, and market access,
ensuring the widespread adoption and acceptance of the
cryptocurrency. It also enables collective decision-making,
standardization of processes, and the establishment of
regulatory frameworks that align with shariah-embedded
investment and environmental societal governance principles.

. Technical Knowledge: Technical knowledge refers to the

expertise and understanding of blockchain technology,
cryptocurrency, and gold-backed assets. A deep understanding
of these technical aspects is crucial for designing,
implementing, and managing the gold-backed cryptocurrency
system. Technical knowledge enables the development of
secure smart contracts, effective governance mechanisms, and
robust cybersecurity measures. It also facilitates the
integration  of environmental societal governance
considerations into the system, ensuring that it supports
sustainable and responsible economic activities.

. Political Willingness: Political willingness is essential for the

successful implementation of a gold-backed cryptocurrency
system. It requires governments and policymakers to
recognize the potential benefits of such a system, including
economic stability, financial inclusion, and sustainable
development. Political willingness drives regulatory reforms,
legal frameworks, and policy initiatives that support the
integration of the system into existing financial systems. It also
encourages international cooperation and collaboration to
address regulatory challenges, promote cross-border
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transactions, and foster a global ecosystem for the gold-backed
cryptocurrency.

In a nutshell, the functions of smart governance, transparency,
government fund investment, infrastructure, collaborative network,
technical knowledge, and political willingness are fundamental to the
framework of a gold-backed -cryptocurrency for blockchain net
settlement. By incorporating these functions and aligning them with
shariah-embedded, value-based investment, and environmental societal
governance principles, we can ensure the efficiency, integrity, and
sustainability of the system. This comprehensive approach promotes
economic stability, ethical practices, transparency, and environmental
responsibility, contributing to a more inclusive and sustainable financial
ecosystem.

Results Overview and Discussion

Gold-Backed Cryptocurrency Model for Blockchain Net
Settlement of Smart Governance

During the interview, the experts were asked about their
perception on the Gold-Backed Cryptocurrency Model whether it would
affect economy, could provide economic sustainability and solution for
financial crisis. Many of them highlight the significance of smart
governance. Since the new payment model will deploy blockchain
technology, it requires smart governance to double check the process
flow. In other word, accountability of how it works in term of
infrastructure, work force and technicality knowledge are their concerns.
The following are the opinions of the experts derived from interviews:

“It is revolution of internet and artificial intelligence. The government still
working on that, is not easy to implement at the same time, at the same
quality. Because it depends on internet, online, Wi-Fi. Therefore, 5G instead
of 4G will make it ease, to make it more faster in term of coverage. Another
obstacles is the cost of infrastructure. In order to adopt cryptocurrency,
blockchain,5G, it need the foundation and infrastructure are well prepared
before implement it because not all the countries have this infrastructure
and can afford it”. (11)



371 Irma Naddiya Binti Mushaddik, Abdul Wahed Jalal Nori

“In term of safety and transparency it must be offered on blockchain. Then
you need a high-tech encryption tools. You need to put it in smart contract
language. Once you put on blockchain, that means you are going to
encrypted to a smart contract. The smart contract is no longer a language,
it will execute the transaction if the certain condition are match. So there
are two types of blockchain. Type number one is for documentation
purposes. This is simply like filing, just put it into file. Type number two is
reliance on smart contract.”. (12)

“One of the strongest assurances that you have is when you are backed by
gold, you can guarantee the value. You are not creating value out of
nothing. One very strong assurance that you can give to the people. It has
to be strong governance processes as well as government mechanism to
provide comfort to the people, at large. With blockchain technology, it very
safe, very rare to temper. We already have the mechanism. It just that we
need to enforce it, need to integrate it with the cryptocurrency backed by
gold so that it will work well”. (1 3)

“What we need is a credible party, basically a credible issuer for this kind
of gold-backed cryptocurrency who can ensure the good governance. If we
get this, then we can trust this token like gold-backed cryptocurrency or
any name. If we can ensure like if we buy this gold-backed cryptocurrency,
there is definitely gold-backed and I can transact with it freely and
effectively between countries. What the cryptocurrency backed by gold can
offer in this context is it offer better security in term of ensuring
transparency and governance. Better governance framework in this digital
currency, let put it in this way. So, the question cryptocurrency backed by
gold can work or not, for me is like a question whether the digital gold can
work or not, as an economist. That from macro-economic point of view
That is the first condition. The second condition is efficiency”. (14)

“It is good to start talking about international net settlement in gold. |
think it is a very good idea if we could implement it. Number one, is gold-
backed cryptocurrency is not subject for speculation like fiat money. But
here with gold-backed cryptocurrency, if you want to issue new unit, the
gold must be there. To ensure that the gold are there, commensurate to the
holding of the owners in Bursa’s structure, from syariah point of view, we
impose need to have proper license trustee. Proper license trustee to check
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regularly that the gold is there commensurate to the holding of the people”.

(I5)

“My answer would be, the affect for trade will be positive not negative. It
can bring unity if gold-backed cryptocurrency uses as the medium of
exchange adopted by international regulators. For example, like if the
Bank for International Settlements (BIS), world bank and other
international regulator approved and accepted the idea, yes it will lead to
unity. Then, it should work under smart governance to check on clarity of
the process flow. If it is cryptocurrency backed by Gold, the inflation will be
minimized. The inflation happened because the current fiat money is not
backed by Gold and silver. It happened all in 1961”. (1 6)

“We can do that but of course there will be a specific blockchain that is
working within the country. Every country will have their blockchain
system, platform and central bank will issue their currency in the form of
crypto token. Then later on whether you want to backed it with gold, it’s a
government decision if they see there is a requirement for that and there is
benefit for that, they can do it. So again, if you want to implement it, it has
to be implement it at global level like everybody is in the system. If some
country are doing it and some country are not doing it, there will be a
disparity. And there will be unjustified benefit for other countries”. (17)

“In term of transparency in transaction, yes more transparency. You will
have system that do more auditability, traceability because we are using
blockchain, right. Since the current situation, too many different currencies
are unstable and create a lot of issues. I believe the implementation of Gold-
backed cryptocurrency will bring unity to all people over the world,
economically. It will provide a stability, and blockchain will provide
security, so stability plus security will be equal to safety. Since one of the
maqasid is protecting the wealth, and blockchain techniques can protect
and secure the information, our financial data better. To me, it is more
stability, no popup, and less risky”. (I
8)

“Government must ensure, who is able generate it. Usually, any technology
it start at very energy consuming. As we move on, the technology would
evolve and become nothing, not harming our ecosystem. Again, all these
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has to be understood by having clear governance on who generate it. If it
is government central bank with multilateral system, that might be a
major issue of it. Giving to the complexity of this technology, it demand
more clarity from the governance. Some people said, this is how it work”.

(19)
The responses summary is tabulated in Table 1.

Table 1: Gold-Backed Cryptocurrency Model of Smart Governance
ExpertOpinion I I I3 I I 16 I I8 1 Total

1 2 4 5 7 9
a) Smart vV VN VNV NV VY 99
Governance
b) Clear V. v na Vv Vv na v v Vv 7/9
Accountability
c) Technicality v v v v vV na vV na Vv 7/9
Knowledge

d) Infrastructure Vv v na v v na Vv na Vv 6/9

One of the features provided by blockchain is smart contract. Smart
Contracts would significantly reduce the risk of transaction failure.
According to Informant 2; given that smart contracts can be supported
by blockchains, a blockchain net settlement system would be less prone
to transaction failure than a conventional system. In other words, a
blockchain smart-contract platform that uses tokenized assets can
function as a clearinghouse such as verifying, matching, guaranteeing,
and recording transactions. Referring to Randy Priem (2020) in
Distributed Ledger Technology for Securities and Clearing Settlement:
Benefits, Risks and Regulatory Implications (p. 13-14):

“A smart contract has the same features as a traditional
contract. It is an agreement between two or more parties
to do or not to do something, in exchange for something
else. The difference is that a smart contract is defined by
code, which executes under precisely predefined conditions
without any human discretion. As these contracts will
execute automatically, they are considered to be ‘self-

”nm

enforcing”.
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This is supported by Shermin Voshmgir (2020), emphasizing that smart
contract code contains rules which the parties agree to. The blockchain
stores the parties’ values and access rights in a transparent, shared
ledger, which protects the assets from deletion, tampering, and revisions.
When, and only when, the contracts are met, the code executes the trade
autonomously. To put it briefly, each component of blockchain net
settlement must fulfil its function in order for smart governance to
succeed.

Gold-Backed Cryptocurrency Model for Blockchain Net
Settlement as an Alternative Mechanism

The respondents were asked their opinion during the interview
concerning Gold-Backed Cryptocurrency Model as the Alternative
Mechanism. The respondents agreed that this model could be the
alternative mechanism for net settlement. This is the strength of gold-
backed cryptocurrency. However, concerning the absence of the political
will, the respondents suggested the need to consider other factors such
as genuity of the transaction, security and credible issuer or party to
ensure good governance. The following views were obtained:

“Of course, by using gold-backed cryptocurrency it can be an alternative to
fiat money. What more with blockchain, it will affect the trade and net
settlement positively. It is better than fiat money and better than the initial
idea of gold dinar from my understanding. By having blockchain we can
settle it between two countries without interference of U.S dollar. All can
be done for net settlement”. (11)

“If you want cryptocurrency backed by gold to be succeed, it must be
flexible. Flexible in the sense that if the other party’s option want to redeem
cryptocurrency either in cash or in gold or to retained as cryptocurrency
just as representation of gold. Only that, it could be attractive at
international level for net settlement.”. (12)

“If we can have a crypto backed by the real gold, it is a wonderful idea to
me. Yes, it might be a long journey, but which is worth it to explore and
come out with the mechanism because you are engaging in real economic
activities. This the real trading. Perhaps, if you are paying with
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cryptocurrency backed by gold, you are engaging in real value activity. Is
not like fiat money which we are very much entrench to it. The biggest
challenge would be political side”. (1 3)

“One of the counter arguments against using the gold because today we
depend so much on the faster transfer, cross trading, and etc. And caring
gold is not practical. That is why, probably the digital gold a token that is
backed by gold could solve the problem. So, what the cryptocurrency
backed by gold can offer in this context is it offer better security in term of
ensuring transparency and governance. Better governance framework in
this digital currency”. (14)

“Because of the blockchain, you can slice it to the smaller grammage. So,
we can try to do it at our best through Bursa Malaysia because it is highly
regulated under Securities Commissions. What we are doing now is like
bottom up approach. It’s not an easy job. For me, is a matter whether they
see the benefit or they see no benefit, is a matter whether they buying the
idea or they are not buying the idea”. (15)

“One of the important mechanisms of implementation of Gold-backed
cryptocurrency is international acceptance. It has to be acceptable
internationally. Yes, I believe that it is applicable and it will be expanded
because it is asset backed. The asset is not like any normal asset. It is
valuable asset and it has its intrinsic value compared to other type of
cryptocurrency”. (16)

“I tell you now most countries thinking to have gold standard. For example,
Russia and China. Because now US dollar is very very vulnerable and many
countries they want to have the alternative system. They do not want to
depend on US dollar only. Now because of that gold is very viable solution
at the moment. With gold basically, you can have a stable coin with lesser
fluctuation. With this token you can do transaction at internationally
because previously in those era, there are no blockchain, there are no
cryptocurrency. But right now, you just transfer gold-backed
cryptocurrency (token) internationally with full transparency, with full
audit and traceability etc etc. So, yes it is facilitating a little bit.”. (1 7)

“Gold-backed cryptocurrency need a robust financial system and global
agreement to it. By getting international recognition and support, that
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idea can be pushed further. The implementation of the Gold-backed
cryptocurrency through blockchain will affect the trading globally, in a
positive manner”. (18)

“I think now is the fortunate time for that. Yes, for gold is understandable,
crystal clear. There is of course the reservation about the gold that it will
create rigidity in the monetary system, because government have
expansionary policy. At time of recession now, countries print money, they
tolerate inflation because country want to get rid out of recession. When
you use gold that flexibility to create or use expansionary monetary policy
will be limited because will be limited by supply of gold. Because you work
hard, you can dig gold, or you can switch it into tradable currency. Now, if
we bring back to a system which is gold, fair, that is accessible to all other
country called a cryptocurrency backed by gold. That is very good move,
forme”. (19)

The responses summary is tabulated in Table 2.

Table 2: Gold-Backed Cryptocurrency Model as the Alternative

Mechanism
ExpertsOpinion I I I I I I I I 19 Total
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
a) Solvingfinancial v v VvV Vv v Vv v v Vv 9/9
difficulties
b) Wonderfulidea v Vv v v v v v v Vv 9/9
c) Economic wise VvV VvV NV VNV VY 9/9
d) Need regulation v v v Vv vV v v vV v 9/9
attention
Conclusion

To conclude, blockchain is indeed a game-changer for
international net settlement. From faster processing to easier
reconciliation, greater transparency on transaction to fewer conversion
fees, blockchain enables the businesses to breath freely and confidently.
The blockchain underlying tokens and smart contracts generate a sense
of certainty and transparency over the conduct, and totally evade the
unwanted interventions of intermediaries like clearing houses and
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correspondence banks. As modern society transitions to a global and
digital economy, blockchain represents a key tool for third-world and
developing economies for transition to digital in pace with established
and first-world counterparts. This benefit is particularly impactful to
areas currently dominated by fiat that are hindered by an inadequate or
non-existent banking infrastructure.

This study provided an analysis of the semi-structured interviews
involving the nine experts from various organisations. According to the
information obtained by the researcher; it appears that the Gold-Backed
Cryptocurrency Model could be alternative mechanism for blockchain
net settlement. Nevertheless, it still needs to improve in some areas,
particularly concerning smart governance, trust, infrastructure and
technicality knowledge due to the model lacks of regulation. The current
study conducted the first investigation on a Gold-Backed Cryptocurrency
Model for the international net settlement as alternative mechanism for
current practice. One of the interviewees made the following interesting
statement, which the researcher would like to quote:

“It is not the question effectiveness of technology. It’s the question are we
able to change, to go out of this the whole conventional fiat monetary
system which have been built in favour of the country with power, the
dominant. So, to go out of thiss is not an easy”.

(14)

Once the Prophet Muhammad's quote become apparent,
“Allah never changes the condition of a people unless they strive to
change themselves”
- Surah Ar-Ra’d (13:11) -
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