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FOREWORD

Welcome to the biannual issue of Journal of Islam in Asia.
First and foremost, we would like to thank Allah SWT for
blessing us with the opportunity to publish this second issue
of the year 2023. Hopefully, this publication will be of benefit
to readers and to the ummah. In addition, we would like to
thank everyone who has contributed to the process of
completion and publication of this issue. May your efforts be
rewarded by Allah SWT.

The Journal of Islam in Asia (JIA) is a peer-reviewed
international Arabic-English online journal, published
biannually in June and December by the International Islamic
University Malaysia. The Journal includes articles, selected
studies, book reviews, reports of conferences etc., which are
relevant to Islamic thought and Muslim concerns. The
Journal sees itself as an instrument, and an extension, to
promote the IIUM's mission of (IIICE); Integration,
Islamicization, Internationalization, and Comprehensive
Excellence.

The June issue of 2023 consists of twelve articles in which,
eight of the articles are in Arabic and another four articles are
in English. The first article of this issue is The Impact of
Peaceful Coexistence in Protecting The Homeland in The
Sunnah of The Prophet: An Analytical Study in The Light
of Contemporary Reality. The authors of this article discuss
the concept of Peaceful Existence in light of the Sunnah of the
Prophet, highlighting several elements of Peaceful
Coexistence like justice, equality, recognition of other
religions, and the principle of pluralism among the sects of a
homeland. The second article, The Principle of Justice in
The Principles of Jurisprudence, studies the principle of
justice in the field of Usul al-Figh specifically focusing on the
impact of the principle towards the theoretical origins of
Sharia and its reflection on Islamic thinking. The third Arabic
article, The Concept of Responsibility for Citizen's Health
Insurance from the Perspective of Islamic Economics: An
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Analytical Study, looks into citizens' health insurance from
the perspective of Islamic economics by analysing the
practices in citizen's health insurance like the practice of
national funding, state treasury, or the management of zakat
and wagqf. Besides that, the fourth Arabic article is Adoption
among Muslims in Bangkok: A Jurisprudential Study of
Causes, Effects, and Prevention. In this article, the authors
look into the practice of adoption specifically the adoption of
Muslims in Bangkok by analysing literature and interviewing
the authorities involved in the process of adoption in a field
study conducted by the researchers. The next Arabic article
is Qualities of Good Leadership and its Role in the
Development of Management in Islamic Thought:
“Lessons Learned from the Model of 'Abd Al-Malik Ibn
Marwan". This article studies a great Islamic figure, 'Abd Al-
Malik Ibn Marwan, specifically looking into his
administrative leadership as a model of Islamic
administration. The sixth Arabic article in this issue is The
Default Jurisprudence of The Almalikiat from The
Almudawana Book Statement and Investigation. This
article discusses the subject of the hypothetical
jurisprudence of the Malikis in an attempt to clarify the
subject discussed through a study of the book Al-Mudawana
fi Al-Maliki Jurisprudence. The next Arabic article is Islamic
Jurisprudential Adaptation of The Crime of Electronic
Extortion and The Jurisprudential Rooting of The
Penalties Contained in The Gulf Regulations. The authors
provide a juristic study of the crime of electronic extortion by
reviewing and examining the laws and regulations of the Gulf
region while also highlighting the need for a jurisprudential
approach based on Islamic principles. The last Arabic article
in this issue is The Localization of Social Sciences in The
Islamic Context: Concept and Scale. This study attempts to
examine the subject of localization in the field of social
sciences by developing an initial scale consisting of seven
levels to determine the extent of achieving localization in
social sciences.

The first English article in this issue is The Role of CSOs in
The Democratisation Process in Iraqi Kurdistan. The
authors attempt to demonstrate the importance of the role of
CSOs in the democratization process in Iraqi Kurdistan
through historical, descriptive, and political analysis. Next,
the second English article is Integrating Gold-Backed
Cryptocurrency for Blockchain Net Settlement to Achieve
Future Economic Stability. This study looks into the
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possibility of implementing Gold-backed cryptocurrency for
net settlement through blockchain technology along with an
I[slamic fiscal policy in solving economic problems such as
inflation and change of value of money, thus leading to
economic stability in the future. The third English article is
Sejahtera leadership: An Indigenous Malay Concept in
Higher Education for Sustainable Development. The
authors propose a leadership style called sejahtera
leadership in fulfilling the call for sustainability in the higher
education sector that is in line with the education for
sustainable development (ESD) agenda of the sustainable
development goals (SDGs) on quality education by focusing
on inner self and the outer elements of social, economic, and
environmental development. The last English article in this
issue is Millennial Muslims and Use of Cyber-Islam: A
Case Study of Bilal Philips and Mufti Menk on Twitter
and their Impacts. This study investigates the views of
Millennial Muslims on the intersection of Islam and online
platforms through the use of Twitter by scholars and
preachers as well as discovering how the intersection
impacts the way Islamic knowledge is communicated
through social media.

Lastly, the Editorial Committee of Journal of Islam in Asia
would like to congratulate all authors whose writings are
published in the June issue of 2023. May your contributions
help to further flourish the field of academia and reach wider
audiences.

Editorial Committee
Journal of Islam in Asia

June 2023
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The Impact of Peaceful Coexistence in Protecting The Homeland in
The Sunnah of The Prophet: An Analytical Study in The Light of
Contemporary Reality

Impak Kehidupan Damai Bersama dalam Mempertahankan Tanah
Air Berdasarkan Sunnah Nabi: Kajian Analitik Terhadap Realiti
Kontemporari
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Abstract

Peaceful co-existence is a key pillar in protecting the country and its
prosperity in all spheres of life. The research sought to clarify the role of peaceful co-
existence in protecting the homeland. It pointed out that the meaning of loving the
homeland is to belong to it, to defense it and contribute to its building socially,
economically and military, develop it in the light of Islamic law. It also denoted that
the Prophet's Hadiths mentioned the loving of homeland and the need for its
protection. It selected those who died for the sake of homeland as martyrs and
encouraged people to stay in their homelands even in tough circumstances. Making
supplications for the country to prosper and progress. The research highlighted that
the Prophet's Sunna has made major elements for peaceful co-existence, such as:
justice among citizens, equality between them, recognition of other religions, and the
principle of pluralism among the sects of the homeland. It declared that peaceful
coexistence has a positive effect on the protection of the homeland. The most
important of these are: deepening of belonging to the homeland, pursuing of citizens
for the advancement of the country and its recovery in various spheres of life and the
establishment of national security.

Keywords: Peaceful Coexistence, Protecting The Homeland, Prophet's Sunna,
Contemporary Reality.

Abstrak

Kehidupan damai bersama adalah kunci bagi melindungi negara dan
kemakmurannya dalam semua aspek kehidupan. Kajian ini cuba menjelaskan peranan
damai bersama dalam melindungi tanah air. Kajian ini menunjukkan bahawa maksud
mencintai tanah air adalah dengan menganggotainya, mempertahankannya dan
menyumbang kepada pembangunan sosial, ekonomi dan Kketenteraan,
membangunkannya berlandaskan hukum Islam. Kajian in juga menunjukkan bahawa
hadis Nabi telah menyebut tentang kecintaan terhadap tanah air dan keperluan untuk
melindunginya. Penulisan ini mengiktiraf mereka yang gugur demi tanah air sebagai
pejuang syuhada, dan menggalakkan masyarakat untuk tetap tinggal di tanah air
mereka walaupun dalam keadaan sukar, mendoakan kemakmuran dan kemajuan
negara. Kajian ini menekankan bahawa Sunnah Nabi telah menetapkan elemen-
elemen utama bagi kehidupan damai bersama. Contoh bagi elemen-elemen tersebut
adalah: keadilan dalam kalangan warganegara, kesetaraan dalam kalangan mereka,
pengiktirafan terhadap agama-agama lain, dan prinsip pluralisme sesama kumpulan
masyarakat dalam tanah air. Kajian ini menyatakan bahawa kehidupan damai
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bersama mempunyai kesan positif terhadap perlindungan sesebuah tanah air.
Dapatan penting daripada kajian ini yang boleh diketengahkan adalah: mendalami
rasa keanggotaan terhadap tanah air, mendorong masyarakat ke arah kemajuan
negara, pemulihan dalam pelbagai aspek kehidupan dan penubuhan keselamatan
nasional.

Kata Kunci: Damai Bersama, Melindungi Tanah Air, Sunnah Nabi, Realiti
Kontemporari.
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Abstract

This study aims to examine the impact of the Justice principle in Usul al-Figh,
not from an ethical or intentional angle, but in terms of its impact on the theoretical
origins of Sharia and its reflection on the mechanisms and methods of Islamic
thinking, as a reference principle which Usul al-Figh is based on. The researcher has
traced Quran and Sunnah texts and evidence that direct to considering the justice
principle in enacting rulings from the functional view, and analyzed a number of
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Sahaba first Ijtihad, to deduce its guides and the fundamental position of the justice
principle in it and its impact on Ijtihad process, and in the methodological tools
established later in the Usul al-Figh studies.

Keywords: Justice, Supreme Principle, Fundamentalist.

Abstrak

Kajian ini bertujuan memeriksa Prinsip Keadilan dalam Usul-al-Figh, bukan
dari sudut etika mahupun dari sudut niat melakukan, sebaliknya bertumpu kepada
impaknya terhadap susur galur teoretika Sharia serta cerminannya atau refleksi
terhadap mekanisme serta kaedah-kaedah pemikiran Islam, yang menjadi prinsip
rujukan bagi Usul-al-Figh. Penyeldik telah menemui teks dari Sunnah dan Al-Quran
serta bukti yang membawa kepada pertimbangan penerapan prinsip keadilan dalam
menggubal ketetapan dari sudut pandang kefungsian, dan telah menganalisa sejumlah
ijtihad pertama Sahaba, bertujuan membuat kesimpulan berkenaan panduan-
panduan dan kedudukan asas prinsip keadilan yang terkandung di dalamnya, beserta
kesannya terhadap proses ijtihad tersebut, dan juga di dalam perkakasan metodologi
yang diwujudkan kemudian di dalam pengajian Usul-al-Figh.

Kata Kunci: Keadilan, Prinsip Tertinggi, Fundamentalis.
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Abstract

This research analyses the concept of responsibility for citizens' health
insurance from the perspective of Islamic economics. This is a literature review with a
descriptive method to explore the concept of health insurance from the perspective of
Islamic economics. The results indicate that health insurance is the responsibility of the
government. Ideally, a state is obliged to provide health insurance by establishing
hospitals, providing medicines, preparing resources in health services, and providing
health services to sick citizens for free. The state must regulate it to ensure the public
has easy access to public health, either by national funding, state treasury, or the
management of zakat, waqf, and others. If the government is unable or does not have
the ability to implement and provide them, the government may oblige or ask the
community to take direct responsibility for health insurance as long as they follow the
Islamic economic perspective, either through health insurance contributions, wagf,
alms, grants, and other.

Keywords: Social Security, Health Insurance, Responsibility for Health
Insurance, Health Insurance Contributions.

Abstrak

Kajian ini merupakan satu analisis tentang konsep tanggungjawab jaminan
kesihatan warga negara dari perspektif ekonomi Islam. Metodologi yang digunakan
dalam Kkajian ini adalah kajian berbentuk kajian kepustakaan. Hasil kajian dilakukan
menerusi analisa deskriptif dengan menemukan konsep jaminan Kkesihatan
berdasarkan perspektif Ekonomi Islam. Hasil penelitian ini menunjukkan bahawa
hakikatnya jaminan kesihatan merupakan tanggungjawab pemerintah. Idealnya
sesebuah negara bertanggungjawab menyediakan jaminan kesihatan berupa fasiliti
perubatan seperti hospital, ubat-ubatan, petugas kesihatan, dan khidmat perubatan
percuma. Pihak kerajaan perlu bijak dalam mentadbir urus hasil sumber dan kewangan
negara supaya rakyat tidak sukar mendapatkan perkhidmatan kesihatan, baik
membiayai melalui sumber hasil negara, pengurusan wakaf, zakat dan lain-lain.
Sekiranya, pihak Kerajaan merasakan wujud halangan untuk menyediakan fasiliti ini,
maka pihak kerajaan dibolehkan untuk mewajibkan secara langsung atas setiap
individu warganegara untuk mempunyai jaminan kesihatan dengan syarat ia perlu
bersesuaian dengan perspektif ekonomi Islam. lIanya boleh dilaksanakan sama ada
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menerusi yuran jaminan kesehatan (al-ta’min al-sihiy al-ta’awuniy),wakaf, sedekah,
hibah, dan lain-lain.

Kata Kunci : Jaminan Sosial, Jaminan Kesihatan, Tanggungjawab Jaminan
Kesihatan, Yuran Jaminan Kesihatan.
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Abstract

This research aims to study the problem by analysis and field
induction in the topic of “Adoption among Muslims in Bangkok: A
Jurisprudential Study of Causes, Effects, and Prevention”. Due to the
importance of this issue in the family relationship of Muslims in
Bangkok, various causes that led to this issue has been identified.
However, there have been no deep research that can aid to a detail
understanding of this problem besides the understanding that it is
permissible under Islamic jurisprudence. This research has studied the
reality of adoption of Muslims in Bangkok through the method of
analysis and problem solving, as well as a field study approach that was
conducted through in-depth face- face interview method in
interviewing Muslims with experiences with adoption and interviewing
members of Islamic Committee in Bangkok. This paper is divided into
two main sections. The first section explains the meaning of adoption to
establish a basic understanding of the subject. The next section
describes the condition of the Muslims of Bangkok, the causes of
adoption and its effects, as well as suggests methods to solve the
problem based on Islamic jurisprudence and field study. The research
concludes that part of the most outstanding results the researchers
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achieved were: Muslims of Bangkok are a minority in their own society,
which is ruled by Buddhist authorities of Thailand. As a result, they do
not have sufficient knowledge to diagnose new problems that are
related to the right way of life of Muslim families. In other words, they
may be knowledgeable but are not sensitive on the matter.

Keywords: Adoption, Family, Adopter, Muslims of Bangkok, Islamic
Jurisprudence

Abstrak

Kajian ini bertujuan untuk menyelidik permasalahan melalui
analisis dan induksi terhadap permasalahan berkenaan topik
“Pengambilan Anak Angkat Muslim di Bangkok: Kajian Perundangan
Terhadap Punca, Kesan dan Pencegahan”. Permasalahan yang timbul ini
merupakan suatu isu yang penting dalam hubungan kekeluargaan
Muslim di Bangkok. Terdapat pelbagai faktor yang menyumbang
kepada permasalahan ini. Walaupun masyarakat maklum bahawa
pengambilan anak angkat Muslim adalah dibenarkan dalam
perundangan Islam, kurangnya kefahaman yang mendalam tentang isu
ini dapat menyumbang kepada tercetusnya permasalahan dalam hal
pengambilan anak angkat Muslim di Bangkok. Kajian ini cuba mengkaji
realiti permasalahan pengambilan anak angkat Muslim di Bangkok
melalui metodologi kajian seperti analisis dan kajian lapangan dengan
menjalankan temu bual bersama ahli jawatankuasa Islam di Bangkok.
Penulisan ini terbahagi kepada dua bahagian. Definisi serta maklumat
asas tentang pengambilan anak angkat akan diterangkan dalam
bahagian yang pertama, manakala bahagian kedua akan menjelaskan
keadaan masyarakat Muslim di Bangkok, punca dan kesan pengambilan
anak angkat, serta cara untuk menyelesaikan permasalahan ini
berlandaskan perundangan Islam dan kajian lapangan. Kajian ini
menyimpulkan bahawa: Masyarakat Muslim di Bangkok adalah
minoriti dalam kalangan masyarakat setempat yang diperintah oleh
pihak berkuasa yang beragama Buddha di Thailand. Oleh itu, mereka
tidak mempunyai ilmu yang mencukupi untuk mengenal pasti masalah-
masalah baharu berkenaan cara hidup sebenar sesebuah keluarga
Muslim. Dalam erti kata yang lain, mereka mengetahui tentang perkara
ini tetapi mereka tidak sensitif terhadap permasalahan ini.
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Kata Kunci: Pengambilan Anak Angkat, Keluarga, Mereka Yang
Mengambil Anak Angkat, Muslim di Bangkok, Perundangan Islam.
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22 Abdallah Nimsuk, Al islami al bishi fi al mijtamia al thdilandi, (Misr: cairo, 1st
edition, 1442), page 4.
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23 Interview with Ustazah Zabah Usmalee, Head of the Muslim Statistics Department of
the Islamic Committee in Bangkok, on 5/4 /2021 at 2.30p.m.
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24 Interview with Aishah Binti Ibrahim, A Muslim woman from Bangkok who was
adopting a foundling, on 6/11/2021 at 10.00 a.m.
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25 Interview with Nawaf Bin Al hajji Bukorree, A Muslim man from Bangkok who was
adopting a foundling, on 7/11/2021 at 11.00 a.m.

26 Interview with Petcharee, A Buddhist employee works at the county office in the
registration department,on 9/11/2021 on 12.30 a.m.
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27 Interview with Jaranah Binti Muhammad, An unmarried Muslim woman in Bangkok
who was adopting an adopted boy, on 9/11/2021 on 4.00 p.m.

28 Interview with Petcharee, A Buddhist employee works at the county office in the
registration department,on 9/11/2021 on 12.30 a.m.
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29 Prasabsik Bundaj, Lak kod mai krob kria, (with out place, 20t edition, 2020).
Page34

30 Interview with Ustaz Ismail Jareanchang, Head of Department of Development at the
Islamic Committee in Bangkok, on 11/11/2021 om 7.00 p.m. (After maqrib) via phone
call.



119 O (g o s B g3 LIS (D) O gl ke (591 55

SEOU el § o) byt

d&LAb Leindesd Lsﬁﬂ\ Jajrfu lsx2 9 LM Z\QW.I u\j,J\ u»-l.;- cLas ol
Sl Ly sl sl OF b g of 4y oped

15 sl o ST O Of gy ( Y1 e Lle 25 &l oe 05 OF g .1
Y e a

Lile 1508 o Y opes OST13) anniny gl Jall) ilsy OF 2 .2

59y olly diblye ) 2l & 36 Lle 15 e o o) L)l e 05713 .3
4y of

03 Vol gl of o) e ABIM s Jpadl Cond gy ol g ) 3] 5l 4

Mib 05 Of d ez ¥ O gt Ml ol b s Slel] ¢l 1) L6

NUR TV O

31 Tawib Srishiia, Kodmai lae khampipaksadhika, (Bangkok: Sataban nititammalai,
with out edition, 2021), page54.
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32 Thecnology Karntabian, Karn jodtabian rabbut buntham, (Bangkok: Jalalonggorn,
with out edition, 2019), page 21.

33 Rassada Aekbut, Karn rabbut buntham nai ratchandjackthadi, (Bangkok:
Samnakphim winyiichon, with out edition, 2018), page 145.
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34 Interview with Dr.Chaiwat, Attorney at a law firm in Saban Song District, Bangkok,
on 20/12/2021 at 12.00 a.m.

35 Tawib Srishiia, Kodmai lae khampipaksadhika, (Bangkok: Sataban nititammalai,
with out edition, 2021), page 9.
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36 Interview with Yasameen, A Muslim woman from Bangkok and the friend of the first
researcher who is the adopted girl, at 20/12/2021 on 5.00 p.m.
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37 Interview with Yasameen, A Muslim woman from Bangkok and the friend of the first
researcher who is the adopted girl, at 20/12/2021 on 5.00 p.m.
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38 Abdul hamid mahmid, Al wajiz fi ahkam al usrah, (Cairo: Muassasah al muktar Ii al
nashr wa al tawzia, 1st edition, 1425), page 383.
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39 Hassan mahmud abdullah, Al mashagil al zawjiyah bdina al shariah wa al atrf,
(Beirut: Dar al hadi, 1st edition, 1427), page 516.
40 Shadiyah al sadik al hasan, Hitkmii al tabanni fi al islam, page 7.
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41 Interview with Ustaz Ali Kongpeng, Head of Islamic Dakwah Department at the
Islamic Committee in Bangkok,on 11/6/2021 at 7.00 a.m.
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42 Miithammad maunir al mursi, Al tarbiyah al islamiyah: usuliiha wa tatawwiiriha fi al
bilad al arabiyah, (Cairo: Dar al maarif, with out edition, 1987), page 135.
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Abdul hamid mahmud, Al wajiz fi ahkam al usrah, (Cairo: Muassasah al
muktar It al nashr wa al tawzia, 1st edition, 1425).

Abdullah Numsuk, Al islami al bushi fi al mujtamia al thailandi, (Misr:
cairo, 15t edition, 1442).

Abu zahra, Mihammad bin ahmad bin mustafa bin mihammad bin
abdullah, Al ahwal al shaksiyah, (Cairo: Dar al fikr al arabi, 2nd edition,
without date).

Ahmad bin hambal, Misnad al imam ahmad, (Muassasah al risalah, 1st
edtion, 1421).

43 Al tabroni, Stlaiman bin ahmad al tabroni, Al miiajam al aawsdt. (Cairo: Dar al
haramain, with out edition, with out date), juzuk 6, page 58, hadith 5787.
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Al bukorri, Muihammad bin ismail. Sahih al bukorri. (Dimashq: Dar al
uliim al insaniyah, 2 nd edition, 1993).

Al gasani, alauddin, Badaussanaai, (Beirut: Dar al kitab al arabi, 2nd
edition, 1982).

Al hamawi, Usamah al hamawi, Al tabanni wa mushkila al liqatdaa wa
asbabu subuti al nasab: Dirasah fighiyah aijtimaaiyah miiqaranah,
(Jamiah dimashqg: Qismi al figh al islami wa mashtahibih, without
edition, 2007).

Al shami, Yahya ahmad zakariya, Al tabanni fi al islam wa aatharihi ala
al alaqat al korssah al dawliyah, (Misr: Dar al jamiah al jadidah, without
edition, 2007).

Al tabri, Abu jafar bin jarir, Jamia al bayan an tawil al quran. (Beirut:
Dar Thya al turath al arabi, 1st edition, 1424.

Al tabroni, Sulaiman bin ahmad al tabroni, Al miuajam al aawsat. (Cairo:
Dar al haramain, without edition, without date).

GhanKodmai lae kadi, Karn rabbut buntham, (Rayong: Onggarn
bariharn suan tambon, without edition, 2020).

Hassan mahmud abdullah, Al mashagil al zawjiyah baina al shariah wa
al aurf, (Beirut: Dar al hadi, 1st edition, 1427).

Ibn majah, Abu abdullah mihammad bin yazid, Stinan Ibni majah, (Dar
Al risalah al aalamiyah, 1stedition, 1430).

Ibn Manzir, Mihammad bin Mukirm. Lisan al-‘Arab. (Beirut: Dar Sadir,
3rd edition, 1414).

Ibrahim Mustafa, Al miajam al wasit. (Beirut: Dar Thya al tarath al
arabi, 3rd edition, 2008).

Khalid, Mihammad kalid, Rijalu haw Ii al rasul, (Dimashq: Dar al fikr,
2nd edition, 1995).
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Muhammad munir al maursi, Al tarbiyah al islamiyah: usuliha wa
tatawwuruha fi al bilad al arabiyah, (Cairo: Dar al maarif, without
edition, 1987).

Mislim, Abu al hasan al nisaburi, Sahih al mislim, (Beirut: Dar Thya al
tarath al arabi, without edition, without date).

Prasabsiik Biindaj, Lak kod mai krob kriua, (without place, 20t edition,
2020).

Rassada Aekbut, Karn rabbut buntham nai ratchanajackthai, (Bangkok:
Samnakphim winyuchon, without edition, 2018).

Saiyid gutub, Fi shilal al qiran. (Cairo: Dar al shurik, 25t edition,
without date).

Shadiyah al sadik al hasan, Hikmi al tabanni fi al islam, (Jamiah al
sudan Ii al ulim wa al tiknualajiya: Mahad al ulum wa islam, without
edition, 2021).

Tawib Srishua, Kodmai lae khampipaksadhika, (Bangkok: Sataban
nititammalai, without edition, 2021).

Thecnology Karntabian, Karn jodtabian rabbut buntham, (Bangkok:
Julalonggorn, without edition, 2019).

Interview

Interview with Ustazah Zabah Usmalee, Head of the Muslim Statistics
Department of the Islamic Committee in Bangkok, on 5/4/2021 at
2.30p.m.

Interview with Ustaz Ali Kongpeng, Head of Islamic Dakwah Department
at the Islamic Committee in Bangkok, on 11/6/2021 at 7.00 a.m.

Interview with Aishah Binti Ibrahim, A Muslim woman from Bangkok
who was adopting a foundling, on 6/11/2021 at 10.00 a.m.
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Interview with Nawaf Bin Al hajji Bukorree, A Muslim man from
Bangkok who was adopting a foundling,on 7/11/2021 at 11.00 a.m.

Interview with Petcharee, A Buddhist employee works at the county
office in the registration department, on 9/11/2021 on 12.30 a.m.

Interview with Jaranah Binti Muhammad, An unmarried Muslim woman
in Bangkok who was adopting an adopted boy, on 9/11/2021 on 4.00
p.m.

Interview with Ustaz Ismail Jareanchang, Head of Department of
Development at the Islamic Committee in Bangkok, on 11/11/2021 om
7.00 p.m. (After maqrib) via phone call.

Interview with Dr.Chaiwat, Attorney at a law firm in Saban Song District,
Bangkok,on 20/12/2021 at 12.00 a.m.

Interview with Yasameen, A Muslim woman from Bangkok and the
friend of the first researcher who is the adopted girl, at 20/12/2021 on
5.00 p.m.
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Abstract

The study aimed to analyse the qualities of good leadership, and its role
in developing management in Islamic thought: "A Study of the Model of Abdul
Malik bin Marwan", as well as the most prominent features of successful
administrative leadership during his reign. It shows the impact of successful
administrative leadership in developing management and mentions some aspects
of benefiting from this model in our contemporary reality. The study followed the
descriptive-analytical approach through induction and textual analysis and
concluded that Caliph Abdul Malik bin Marwan presented a distinguished model of
administrative leadership, developed and revitalised the administrative apparatus,
and arabised management, which is known as the arabisation movement. The
study recommended the necessity of deepening studies and research in these
leadership and administrative aspects of Islamic thought to disseminate them and
benefit from them in our current situation.

Keywords: Leadership Qualities, Management Development, Islamic
Management.

Abstrak

Kajian ini bertujuan untuk menganalisis kualiti kepimpinan yang baik,
dan peranannya dalam membangunkan pengurusan dalam pemikiran Islam:
"Kajian Model Abdul Malik bin Marwan", serta ciri-ciri yang paling menonjol dalam
kepimpinan pentadbiran yang berjaya semasa pemerintahannya. la menunjukkan
kesan kepimpinan pentadbiran yang berjaya dalam membangunkan pengurusan,
dan menyebut beberapa aspek manfaat daripada model ini dalam realiti
kontemporari kita. Kajian ini mengikuti pendekatan deskriptif-analisis melalui
analisis induksi dan teks, dan merumuskan bahawa Khalifah Abdul Malik bin
Marwan membentangkan model kepimpinan pentadbiran yang terbilang,
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membangunkan dan menghidupkan semula peralatan pentadbiran, dan
pengurusan Arabisasi, yang dikenali sebagai gerakan Arabisasi. Kajian itu
menyarankan perlunya kajian mendalam dan penyelidikan dalam aspek
kepimpinan dan pentadbiran pemikiran Islam ini untuk disebarkan dan mendapat
manfaat daripadanya dalam situasi semasa kita.

Kata Kunci: Kualiti Kepimpinan, Pembangunan Pengurusan,
Pengurusan Islam.
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Abstract

The research aims to clarify the subject of the hypothetical jurisprudence of
the Malikis through the book Al-Mudawana fi Al-Maliki Jurisprudence, from which Al-
Watab was filled with jurisprudential assumptions other than what is narrated from
the imam of the sect and its founder. The research came to demonstrate and achieve
this. It was organized into three topics: The first topic: The concept of hypothetical
jurisprudence The second topic: Imam Malik's position on hypothetical jurisprudence:
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a statement and investigation. The third section is the hypothetical jurisprudence in the
blog book, Parameters and Applications. The research concluded that the hypothetical
jurisprudence differed in the opinions of the jurists regarding it. The research
recommends directing the pens to write an encyclopedia of hypothetical or
discretionary jurisprudence in the Maliki heritage.

Keywords: Jurisprudence, Assumption, Almudawana, Almudawana.
Abstrak

Penyelidikan bertujuan untuk menjelaskan subjek figh hipotesis Maliki
melalui kitab Figh Al-Mudawana fi Al-Maliki, yang mana Al-Watab diisi dengan andaian
fikah selain daripada apa yang diriwayatkan daripada imam mazhab dan pengasasnya.
Penyelidikan datang untuk menunjukkan dan mencapai ini. la disusun kepada tiga
topik: Topik pertama: Konsep figh hipotesis Topik kedua: Pendirian Imam Malik
tentang figh hipotesis: pernyataan dan penyiasatan. Bahagian ketiga ialah figh
hipotesis dalam buku blog, Parameter dan Aplikasi. Penyelidikan merumuskan bahawa
figh hipotesis berbeza pendapat para fuqaha mengenainya. Penyelidikan
mengesyorkan mengarahkan pena untuk menulis ensiklopedia perundangan
hipotetikal atau budi bicara dalam warisan Maliki.

Kata kunci: Figh, Andaian, Maliki, Almudawana.
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Abstract

With the rapid development of technology, new forms of crime have emerged,
transitioning from the physical world to the virtual realm. These crimes have multiplied
in their forms and methods, necessitating a jurisprudential understanding of this
emerging phenomenon. The aim of this study is to provide a juristic analysis of the
crime of electronic extortion, elucidating its characteristics, reviewing international
laws and legislation in the Gulf region, and examining the penalties outlined in Gulf
legislation from a jurisprudential perspective. The research utilizes a descriptive
analytical approach. The findings of the study highlight the need for a jurisprudential
approach to comprehensively address incidents in light of Islamic principles, as well as
the importance of technical training for judicial personnel to better understand the
unique characteristics of these crimes, which spread rapidly and are difficult to detect.
Additionally, the research identifies a lack of appropriate legislation to effectively
address the evolving nature of these crimes.

Keywords: Crime, Extortion, Electronic, Jurisprudential Conditioning.
Abstract

Kemajuan dalam bidang teknologi seiring berkembang dengan jenayah-
jenayah berbentuk baru yang memasuki dunia siber. Mereka mempunyai berbagai-
bagai bentuk dan kaedah pelaksanaan. Peras ugut dalam talian adalah jenayah terbaru
dan sedang tular dalam internet dengan media sosial sebagai tempat untuk melakukan
jenayah tersebut. Maka, kajian ini berusaha sebaik-baik mungkin untuk menerangkan
aspek perundangan dan kehakiman terhadap fenomena baru ini. Kajian ini turut
berusaha untuk mengetengahkan asas perundangan dengan memberikan definisi
istilah-istilah penyelidikan dan mendorong kepada penggunaan istilah-istilah tersebut
secara literal. Selain menyenaraikan ciri-ciri jenayah seumpamanya dan menunjukkan
bagaimana peraturan dan undang-undang antarabangsa digunakan untuk
menghalangnya, memastikan undang-undang diadaptasi dalam menangani jenayah ini
dan menilai kesesuaian asas perundangan yang melibatkan jenayah yang serupa
dengan jenayah siber yang melibatkan peras ugut. Kajian ini juga menunjukkan
bagaimana denda terhadap jenayah sedemikian dikenakan dalam undang-undang
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negara-negara Teluk dan asas perundangan mereka. Pengkaji merumuskan beberapa
dapatan, yang paling penting antaranya menyatakan bahawa adalah penting untuk
memberikan perhatian terhadap penyesuaian dalam penghakiman untuk
menunjukkan betapa Islam amat mengambil berat semua perkara. Juga, adalah penting
untuk mengadakan kursus pembangunan sumber manusia dalam aspek teknikal
pegawai-pegawai dalam sektor perundangan agar keadaan suasana jenayah tersebut
dapat ditelusuri. Jenayah sedemikian biasa berlaku dalam berbagai-bagai bentuk
bergantung kepada latar belakang penjenayah. Maka para hakim akan dapat melihat
secara menyeluruh kes-kes yang dihadapkan dan mampu mengeluarkan hukuman
yang berpatutan dan sekali gus mengurangkan jenayah seperti ini.

Kata Kunci: Jenayah, Peras Ugut, Elektronik, Pelaziman Perundangan.
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Abstract

This paper aims to discuss the issue of the localization of social sciences in the
Islamic context, started with defining the concept of localization as making the social
theoretical structure capable of scientific interaction with local issues. Then the paper
moves on to the second part related to the scale of localization, which is the most
important and decisive issue in the process of localization, as many discussed the topic
of localization without a clear scale. The article tried to develop an initial scale to
examine the extent of achieving localization in social sciences, which is consisting of
seven levels; the existential level, the value level, the historical level, the objective level,
the conceptual level, the terminological level, and the methodological level. Then these
levels were finally applied to a group of textbooks in the fields of sociology and political
science. The study relayed on the analytical method to analyze the texts related to the
issue of localization, as well as analyzing the books that were the subject of observing
of this study.

Keywords: Localization, Social Sciences, Privacy, Acculturation and Scale.

Abstrak
Kertas kerja ini bertujuan membincangkan isu lokalisasi sains sosial dalam konteks

Islam, dimulakan dengan mendefinisikan konsep lokalisasi sebagai menjadikan
struktur teori sosial mampu berinteraksi secara saintifik dengan isu tempatan.
Kemudian kertas kerja bergerak ke bahagian kedua yang berkaitan dengan skala
penyetempatan, yang merupakan isu yang paling penting dan menentukan dalam isu
(proses) penyetempatan, kerana ramai yang membincangkan topik penyetempatan
tanpa skala yang jelas. Artikel tersebut cuba mengembangkan skala awal untuk
mengkaji sejauh mana pencapaian lokalisasi dalam sains sosial, yang terdiri daripada
tujuh peringkat; tahap kewujudan, tahap nilai, tahap sejarah, tahap objektif, tahap
konsep, tahap istilah, dan tahap metodologi. Kemudian tahap-tahap ini akhirnya
diterapkan pada kumpulan buku teks dalam bidang sosiologi dan sains politik. Kajian
ini menyampaikan kaedah analisis untuk menganalisis teks yang berkaitan dengan isu
lokalisasi, serta menganalisis buku-buku yang menjadi subjek pemerhatian kajian ini.

Kata kunci: Penyetempatan, Sains Sosial, Privasi, Pembudayaan dan Skala.
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Abstract

This article examines the role of CSOs in the democratisation process in
IK and shows that they have a strong and important position in the Kurdish
community. Historically, all Iraqi governments have not believed in democracy, so
CSOs have had no role to play. However, since the establishment of the Kurdistan
Regional Government in 1992, it has, to some extent, followed the democratic
system and provided the freedom to work for CSOs. Nevertheless, CSOs have faced
many obstacles until they reached the strong position, they now have in
participating in the democratisation process. This study uses historical,
descriptive, and political analysis to establish that CSOs play a vital role in the
democratisation process in Iraqi Kurdistan by using proposals and pressure. Given
the serious dependence of CSOs on freedom for their operation, the study
concluded that CSOs need to be free from political and financial independence to
carry out their activities without hindrance and have more roles in the
democratisation process.
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Abstrak

Artikel ini mengkaji peranan CSO dalam proses pendemokrasian di IK dan
menunjukkan bahawa mereka mempunyai kedudukan yang kuat dan penting dalam
masyarakat Kurdish. Dari segi sejarah, semua kerajaan Iraq tidak mempercayai
demokrasi, jadi CSO tidak mempunyai peranan untuk dimainkan. Walau
bagaimanapun, sejak penubuhan Kerajaan Wilayah Kurdistan pada tahun 1992, ia
telah, sedikit sebanyak, mengikuti sistem demokrasi dan memberikan kebebasan untuk
bekerja untuk CSO. Namun begitu, CSO telah menghadapi banyak halangan sehingga
mereka mencapai kedudukan kukuh yang mereka miliki sekarang dalam menyertai
proses pendemokrasian. Kajian ini menggunakan analisis sejarah, deskriptif dan politik
untuk menetapkan bahawa CSO memainkan peranan penting dalam proses
pendemokrasian di Kurdistan Iraq dengan menggunakan cadangan dan tekanan.
Memandangkan pergantungan serius CSO terhadap kebebasan untuk operasi mereka,
kajian itu merumuskan bahawa CSO perlu bebas daripada kebebasan politik dan
kewangan untuk menjalankan aktiviti mereka tanpa halangan dan mempunyai lebih
banyak peranan dalam proses pendemokrasian.

Kata kunci: CS0, Peranan, Kurdistan Iraq (IK), Kerajaan Wilayah
Kurdistan (KRG), Proses Pendemokrasian.

Introduction

The term "civil society” refers to voluntary, non-profit
organisations that work for the public interest, are bridges between the
government and the people, and whose goal is reform and do not seek to
seize power. Through their participation in raising people's awareness of
their rights and duties to build a civil state based on democratic elections,
commitment to freedom of expression, and protection of human rights,
CSOs have an active role in promoting the democratic process in Iraqi
Kurdistan (IK). This has led to the development of the democratic
process, the protection of human rights and freedom of expression,
providing equal opportunities for Kurdish citizens, the monitoring of the
affairs of the government and local councils, and reducing corruption.
They have also played a good role in helping the poor and refugees
through international organizations. In IK, CSOs must abide by set
regulations and have official approval to function. In this regard, CSOs
such as PAO, Ruwanga Institute, Metro Center, and CDO among others
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function according to the law of NGO No. 1 of 2011. There are
community-based or civil society groups that serve as middlemen in
interactions between the state and society. Civil society has been defined
not only as the engine of the transition to democracy but also as equally
crucial to the vitality of democracy. IK is accelerating its obligation to
democracy through the direct contributions of the CSOs to the
democratisation process. Additionally, the impacts of human rights
organisations and other international bodies that bar non-democratic
countries from participating in various events have progressed
democratisation in IK. The role and contributions of civil society to the
democratisation process in IK have gone through a very difficult period
under different Iraqi governments. The civil society in IK was successful
in achieving the aforementioned goal; however, the role was changed in
2003 to that of deepening democratic practices. How to construct
democratic institutions that support stability, political peace, and
economic growth is one of the main problems confronting the KRG. This
issue is serious since IK has an extensive history of political strife and
previous repressive regimes. The general aim of this research is to
examine the role of CSOs in the democratisation process in IK from 1992-
2022. The study used both primary and secondary sources of data
collection. For primary data, the researcher interviewed ten CSOs leaders
and five academics. This method was used to obtain first-hand
information from participants who were purposively sampled for this
study. Also, the study used secondary data such as library books, articles
from academic journals, and internet sources.

Literature Review

Several academics have tried to characterise the democratisation
process. In this regard, Anderson (2012) indicated that
"democratization" alludes to important political shifts in the direction of
democracy. In general, the transition to democracy may be from a
dictatorship into a completely democratic system, from a dictatorship
into a semi-democratic system, or from a semi-dictatorship into a
democratic one.! Additionally, such a transition may be successful, as it
was in the United Kingdom, or it may encounter opposition and undergo
continual adjustment, as it did in Argentina. Any democratic process

! Anderson, L. (Ed.) Transitions to democracy. Columbia University Press. 2012.
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should aim to provide people with the right to vote and the freedom to
express themselves in their political system. According to Sorensen
(2010), "democratization” is the process of moving from an authoritarian
to a democratic regime. Wealth, education, foreign involvement, and civil
society are a few factors that impact democracy.? According to Sadiki
(2014), a strong civil society is required to rally the populace behind
democratic goals. However, in order to have a vibrant civil society, a
democratic atmosphere that promotes freedom of speech must be
established.3 Regarding this point, after the KRG was established, a
democratic atmosphere and freedom of speech were established;
however, it is not without its shortcomings. Francis Fukuyama claims
that liberal democracy is a kind of human rule in his landmark book, “The
End of History and the Last Man."4 In reaction to this assertion, Samuel
Huntington authored “The Third Wave," outlining three waves of global
democratic tendencies. While the second wave represented the
establishment of an authoritarian government during the interwar era,
the first wave delivered democracy to Northern America and Western
Europe. Samuel claims that the third wave started in 1974 and is still
running strong now. The democratisation of the former Soviet Union and
Latin America serves as an illustration of the third wave.> According to
Ginsburg (2012), governments are driven by a political power that
results from both resources and legitimacy. In an open election, the
public's voice gives democratic governments credibility, and a thriving
economy is produced through effective taxation.t Civil society, history,
and economic expansion are a few of the factors that kick off the
democratisation process. The majority of people have put forward ideas
including wealth, culture, social equality, foreign engagement, foreign
business, education, and international collaboration, yet there is
considerable debate regarding what makes democracy happen more
rapidly or more slowly. Since authoritarianism is seldom practised in the
wealthiest democracies, according to Grugel and Bishop (2013), a high

Z Sorensen, Georg. "Democracy and democratization." In Handbook of politics, pp.
441-458. Springer, New York, 2010.

3 Sadiki, Larbi. Routledge handbook of the Arab spring. Taylor & Francis, 2014.

4 Fukuyama, Francis. "Social capital, civil society and development." Third world
quarterly 22,no. 1 2001, P. 7-20.

5 Huntington, Samuel P. The third wave: Democratization in the late twentieth
century. Vol. 4. The University of Oklahoma Press, 1993.

6 Ginsburg, Tom, Zachary Elkins, and James Melton. "Do executive term limits cause
constitutional crises?" Comparative constitutional design 2012, P. 350-379.
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Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is associated with democracy.” Suzan
(2013) referred to the transition to a democratic system as the first step
in the path of democracy and the first step in the community and
authority’s use of democratic practices, thus achieving the rule of the
majority so that the people are the source of authorities and the
enactment of laws without wasting the rights of minorities. The
Kurdistan people began to activate their interaction and solidarity with
the political process through their participation in all fields to build and
achieve freedom, pluralism, and democracy among all components and
national, religious, and intellectual trends. In the sense of achieving
balance in the structure of a single society, without regard to any other
consideration, this, in turn, strengthened the programmes of economic,
social, cultural, and political development.8

Historical Background

Due to differences in culture and political, social, and religious
circumstances, civil society in IK differs in terms of its evolution from
that of the Western world. While in western society, civil society grew
out of necessity due to the complexities of the governmental role in
everyday affairs, in IK, civil society came about as a result of
dissatisfaction with Iraqi state policies. Although there was some
freedom of work for CSOs during the monarchy in Iraq, they participated
in the democratisation process and had some freedom of opinion and
press. For example, in IK, the Kurdistan Independence Association was
established in 1922 by some intellectuals under the leadership of
Mustafa Pasha Yamolki, who was a writer and former officer in the
Ottoman Empire. Their main objectives were Kurdistan's independence
and the spread of science and literacy.? However, the freedom enjoyed
by CSOs during the monarchy was taken away during the republican
period. Because the Kurdish nation was in the liberation phase and CSOs
were a living part of society, they were mixed in with the civil struggle
and the political struggle. The ethnic differences that successive Iraqi

7 Grugel, Jean, and Matthew Louis Bishop. Democratization: a critical introduction.
Bloomsbury Publishing, 2013.

8 Suzan Amidi, “The Democratic Experience in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq” 08-28-
2013. Retrieved from https://pukmedia.com/EN/details/?Jimare=18987.

9 Tahiri, Hussein. The structure of Kurdish society and the struggle for a Kurdish
state. Mazda Publishers, 2007.
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governments have pursued against the Kurdish nation have led to the
banning and repression of their activities. According to Azad (2022),
During the Ba'ath regime, many civil society activists, including teachers,
students, women, and artists, were arrested, and some were executed or
martyred in demonstrations against the Ba'ath regime.l® Many of the
early civil society groups in the pre-uprising era re-emerged before the
1990s as democratic activists. Some of the most strident pro-democracy
activists against continued Baathist rule are affiliated with both parties
(KDP and PUK).11 Thus, the contemporary pro-democracy movement in
IK has its roots in the early pre-independence days. After the March 7,
1991, uprising, a door was opened for the freedom of civil society
organizations, and they participated in the transition of the democratic
process. However, this did not provide good freedom of organisation
due to the outbreak of civil war by the two ruling parties in Kurdistan
between 1994 and 1998. However, after the Washington peace
agreement in 1998 between the PUK and KDP, freedom of action was
once again available for the activity of CSOs. After the fall of the Ba'ath
regime in 2003, CSOs have gained more freedom of work and activities,
especially after the enactment of Law No. 1 of 2011, which established
the Office of NGOs Local, but here they just sign up for work.12 Nowadays,
CSOs play a vital role in the democratisation process in IK by
participating in electoral reform, advocating for human rights and
freedom of expression, mobilising the media, monitoring elections, and
promoting equality.

The Rise of CSOs Activity in IK

In the 1990s in IK, many new CSOs were established to defend
citizens' rights and extend the frontiers of political rights and freedoms
throughout the country. During this period also, IK experienced not only
exponential growth in the area of human rights and social activism but
also growth in the area of personal freedoms. These emerged to
coordinate the struggle for civil liberties. The establishment of the office
of NGOs by the KRG in 2011 created the quintessential pro-democracy

10 Azad Tofiq. Personal communication [Personal interview]. On January 25, 2022.
11 Omer Nuradini. Personal communication [Personal interview]. On January 6,
2022.

12 Hogr Chatto. Personal communication [Personal interview]. On January 7, 2022.
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civil society organization that advocates processes and procedures,
human rights, and addresses social ills throughout IK.13 All CSOs and
NGOs of the “constituent bodies" are under the office of NGOs for
example, some of the CSOs include the Metro Center, PAO, KEDO,
Ruwanga Institute, PAY Center, PFO, CDO, and Kurdistan Women
Organizations. The KRG created an enabling environment for
organisations to ensure human rights and the importance of preserving
democracy's foundations.14

CSOs have played a significant role in the development of democracy and
the formation of several independent institutions and bodies in the
region. For example, the PAY Center has a platform (separation) and
conferences every year, and their reports are sent to several ministries,
including the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Higher Education
and Scientific Research, for reform, and others in IK that have influenced
the political situation in the country, such as Metro for the Defense of
Journalists' Rights and the Pay Center for Parliamentary Monitoring.15 In
fact, since 2013, there has been a positive change in the work of CSOs,
including their influence on the development of the democratic process.
They were able to lobby the parliament to pass several new laws, such as
the demonstration law and the access to information law, and
amendments to some laws, such as the law to reduce the proportion of
political parties' budgets in the state budget (July 1, 2014), which was an
important and positive development. The CSOs in Kurdistan have their
own identity and image, and the reality of our society is reflected in its
leaders. There has been an attempt to develop democracy in IK. And CSOs
have a role to play in democracy.1® CSOs working in the field of elections
played a role in monitoring the elections. In terms of building the
institutions of the Kurdistan Regional Government, they have proposed
the establishment of several new offices, including the Anti-Corruption

13 Hoshyar Malo. Personal communication [Personal interview]. On February 2,
2022,

14 National Endowment of Democracy, IK at the crossroads: A report on civil
society. June 21, 2017. Retrieved from, https://www.ned.org/events/iraqi-
kurdistan-at-the-crossroads-a-report-on-civil-society/

15 Sarwar Abdulrahman. Personal communication [Personal interview]. On
January 24, 2022.

16 Sangar Yusif. Personal communication [Personal interview]. On January 6, 2022.
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Commission, the Human Rights Commission, the Environment
Commission, and the Office for Combating Violence against Women.1”

Democracy and Democratisations

The term "democracy" literally signifies “the role of the people."
Abraham Lincoln’s definition of democracy is close to its literal
meaning.1® Democracy is defined as the "government of the people, by
the people, and for the people" in the statement. This definition's
straightforwardness does not do credit to the idea's fiercely divisive
nature. Dahl's views, which argue that the policy-making process is
centralised even though it may seem to be decentralised and include
negotiation among relatively independent groups, give voice to the
pluralist version.l? Therefore, democracy can only be characterised as
relative at best. Traditionally, democratisation studies within political
science have been classified as comparative politics. It usually studies
authoritarian regimes and their loss of power. 20According to Ekman
(2014), the underlying structures of society became the deciding factor
in whether democracy was possible or not. Economic development and
modernization, as well as education, urbanisation, and welfare, would
inevitably lead to democratisation as new actors demanded access to and
representation in the political system. The relationship between
democratisation and structures can be seen as deterministic. Also, he
said that democratisation is only possible under certain circumstances,
such as an elevated level of socioeconomic development or a politically
responsive political culture.2! Rustow (1970) was one of the first to use
the term. In practice, the term "transition" has come to mean a shift from
a non-democratic to a democratic political regime. The term can also be
applied in reverse, from democracy to non-democracy.?2 A transition is

17Dlsoz Shafiq. Personal communication [Personal interview]. On February 6,
2022.
18 Lincoln, Abraham. Abraham Lincoln: Speeches and Writings Vol 1 1832-1858
(LOA# 45).Vol. 1. Library of America, 1989.
19 Dahl, Robert A. On democracy. Yale university press, 2020.
20Amng, Erik, and Joakim Ekman. "Standby citizens: diverse faces of political
passivity." European Political Science Review 6, no. 2, 2014. P. 261-281
21 [bid, pp.67-68
22 Rustow, D. A. Transitions to Democracy: Toward a Dynamic Model, in
Comparative Politics, Vol. 2, No. 3, April 1970, pp. 337-363.
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not a specific transition; it is the general transition of a regime. 23 When
the United States invaded Iraq in March 2003, the Middle East was a hot
topic in international relations. Part of the invasion's goal was to bring
democracy to the country. The invasion was dubbed "The Greater Middle
East Initiative" by George W. Bush to promote economic development
and collaboration among states, businesses, and civil society leaders.
Bush's goal was to promote democracy in Iraq so that democracy could
spread throughout the Middle East.24 In this regard, we can see in IK that
the establishment of government institutions was the first step toward
democracy following 1991 and the first parliamentary election process
on May 19, 1992. Lindberg and Sverrisson (2016) believed that
democratic regimes are strongly associated with wealth, urbanisation,
and other factors of economic development like democratisation.2>
Wealth, education, urbanisation, and industrialization are all aspects that
are explained by the modernization hypothesis. This idea holds that
cultures advance from traditional to modern societies, which have
developed cities, a solid educational system, and industries—all of which
are precursors to a democratic society. According to research, education
enhances political tolerance, lowers inequality, and increases the
likelihood that people will participate in political processes.26 Manor
(1999) claimed that the success of any democratic movement mostly
rests on government commitment rather than power dynamics.?”
According to Ifeanacho and Nwagwu (2009), democracy refers to more
than just a change in the form of governance. It extends beyond the
overthrow of autocratic governments, the setting up of political parties,
and the holding of elections. They believe that the institutionalisation of
democratic values as part of a society's daily culture is a more accurate
way to define democracy.?8 The contribution of CSOs to the
democratisation process during the establishment of the de facto state of

23 Huntington, Samuel P. Op.cit.

24 Girdner, Eddie ]. "The Greater Middle East Initiative: Regime Change,
Neoliberalism and US Global Hegemony." The Turkish Yearbook 36, 2005.p. 37-71.
25Lindberg, Staffan, and Arni Sverrisson, eds. social movements in development:
The challenge of globalization and democratization. Springer, 2016.

26 Parry, Geraint, and Michael Moran. "Democracy and democratization."
Routledge, 2015. pp. 263-286.

Z7James Manor, The Political Economy of Democratic Decentralization (Washington
DC: World Bank, 1999. P 5.

28 Ifeanacho, Martin Ikechukwu. "Democratization and National Integration in
Nigeria." Bangladesh e-Journal of Sociology 6.1,2009.
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IK Within democratic political theory and democratisation studies, civil
society is always identified as the necessary component for the
establishment of democracy. As Browers (2006) highlights, according to
much contemporary democratic theory, civil society forms the bedrock
of good democratic governance. Policymakers also share this belief, and
strategies of democracy promotion in the region are often built on the
idea that strengthening civil society will lead to democratization.2?

The Democratisation Process in IK

IK’s political system is a parliamentary democracy with multi-
party elections that is nominally subordinate to Iraq's federal
parliamentary republic but has had extensive powers as an autonomous
region since 2005, thanks to the Kurdish Regional Government
established under the Iraqi constitution.30 Its de facto state is based on
its political and economic activities, which are increasingly in direct
conflict with the Baghdad authorities. The Kurdish experience
demonstrates that if given the opportunity, Iraqis can establish
democracy. Iraqis today can look back on a past that provided political
and cultural space for all the country's ethnic groups. In Iraq, historical
memory can play a significant role in rebuilding civil society and
establishing democracy. The leaders of IK have established assistance for
the formation of associations and organizations, as well as various
political forums such as social media and television channels. This entails
bringing as many people as possible into the political debate and
allowing society to have an impact on politics through associations and
organisations. Regarding that point, Eric (2005) refers to the expansion
of civil society under the KRG between 1991 and 2003. He points out that
professional unions, labour unions, women's organisations, and
employer organisations were established in an atmosphere of freedom
and democracy.?! A diverse ideological written media and a radio and
television network flourished, giving Iraqi Kurds full cultural and
political expression for the first time in their history. This freedom

29 Browers, Michaelle L. Democracy and civil society in Arab political thought:
Transcultural possibilities. Syracuse University Press, 2006.

30 Barzan Akaram. Personal communication [Personal interview]. On January 5,
2022.

31 Davis, Eric. Strategies for Promoting Democracy in Iraq. Vol. 31. United States
Institute of Peace, 2005.
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included criticism of the Kurdish political leadership because of what
many viewed as trends of absolute authoritarianism on their part. Also,
new schools and hospitals were built, and the role of women was greatly
enhanced in Kurdish society through educational opportunities, political
and administrative participation, and other increased opportunities. The
increase in the number of CSOs in the post-Saddam era is evidence of the
amount of freedom the Kurds enjoyed after 1991. Two main factors
influence the democratic process in IK: external factors and internal
factors. External factors, such as the US occupation of Iraq and the arrival
of international organisations in IK. While internal factors include the
Washington agreement to reconcile both ruling parties, the overthrow of
the Ba'athist regime, the enactment of a new Iraqi constitution, and the
development of CSOs and independent media.32 In contrast, some people
believe that the system of government in the Kurdistan Region is not
democratic; it is a family system of government, and there is no
separation between the three powers: the executive, the legislative, and
the judicial.33

Civil Society Relations with The KRG and Political Parties

Despite the shortcomings of the political system in IK, there is
good development of CSOs under the KRG. For example, there are
different views among CSOs about this point; for example, some of them
indicate that there are two reasons for the growth of CSOs in IK, one is
public awareness, and the other is cooperation with international
organisations. While others believe that the CSOs are more crisis-ridden
under the KRG. Previously, the organisations were reliant on the ruling
political parties. New organisations have recently been founded on
voluntarism, challenging political parties' monopoly over institutional
engagement. Watts (2014), refers to how, despite pressure from the
ruling parties and the organisations' limited resources, civil society has
been able to maintain its independence through activities such as
lectures, seminars, public debates, protests, and strikes. One of the
successful organisations in IK was the "Kurdish Disabled Group," which
gathered about a thousand activities to create a list of fifteen (15) issues
related to welfare benefits and attempted to influence their authorities

32 Davis, Eric.Op.cit
33 Hussam Barznji. Personal communication [Personal interview]. On January 16,
2022
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by striking and demonstrating in front of the parliament.34 The existence
of CSOs and their participation in the process of democratic development
in the Kurdistan Region is especially important. Because it will be an
effective way to convey the character of democracy, freedom, and human
rights in the Kurdistan Region and strengthen its position at home and
abroad. For example, the World Economic Forum (2013), notes that civil
society is important because it serves as a forum for government and self-
organizing groups, movements, and individuals to exchange ideas.3>

There is no law in IK prohibiting CSOs from participating in politics.
Because this section of the article is about the relationship between the
state and CSOs, it would be reasonable to investigate whether one can
engage with the state without becoming embroiled in power struggles.
Furthermore, it becomes clear that CSOs must engage in politics when we
define power. It is clear that CSOs cannot stay out of politics. Politics
exists, whether one defines it as "the capacity to change the probability
of outcomes"3¢ " politics as who gets what, when, and how"37 or "the
participation in decisions about severe sanctions, that is, about major
rewards and deprivations,” or "the ability to make things happen that
would not have otherwise happened.”" Even when using David Easton's
input-output model, civil society is the primary source of political system
inputs such as demands and support. 38In IK, CSOs cannot avoid politics,
regardless of how one chooses to see the situation. The lack of clear
restrictions in the NGOs No. 1 Act (2011) prohibiting NGOs from
participating in political action seems to be an acceptance of this.
However, the NGOs Act did not remove the previous Societies Ordinance,
which imposed certain limitations on the political activities of civil
society groups. However, the 2011 legislation makes it clear that CSOs
must adhere to non-partisanship when it comes to party affiliation. As a
result, it is considered a violation of a fundamental tenet of the CSO

34 Watts, Nicole F. "Democracy and self-determination in the Kurdistan Region of
Iraq." Conflict, Democratization, and the Kurds in the Middle East. Palgrave
Macmillan, New York, 2014. P.141-168.
35 Watts, Nicole F. Op.cit.
36 World Economic Forum. The future role of civil society.2013, Retrieved
fromhttps://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_FutureRoleCivilSociety_Report_201
3.pdf.
37 Dahl, Robert A. On democracy. Yale university press, 2020.
38 Lasswell, Harold D.Politics: Who gets what, when, how. Pickle Partners
Publishing, 2018.
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legislation when a CSO engages in political campaigning. However, the
issue is one interpretation. The political party's agenda and a CSO's
agenda may coincide, be similar, or overlap. It would be simple for
individuals who oppose CSOs to construe it as the CSO intentionally
supporting the political party's objectives.3?

The Participation of CSOs in The Democratisation
Process

The participation of CSOs in the democratisation process CSOs
have played a significant role in the development of democracy and the
formation of several independent institutions and bodies in the region.
Also, CSOs participated in protesting the civil war from 1994 to 1998; in
this regard, they visited the politburo of political parties and made
proposals to the parties to end the civil war. For example, the IK women's
groups had an important role in the peacebuilding process in IK, and they
established the Campaign for Democracy and Committee for the Defense
of Human Rights to promote the restoration of civil life in IK. Following
the civil war of 1994-1998, civil society organizations' primary focus
shifted to preserving national wunity, national reconciliation,
rehabilitation, and reconstruction. With the increase in oil revenue, the
emphasis shifted to infrastructure development and social services
provision. From early 1991 to 1998, civil society groups played a role in
adapting to the modern challenges of managing an ailing economy
through structural adjustment programs, rationalization,
nationalization, and, with the return of democracy, privatization, poverty
alleviation, empowerment, and so on. Also, before the advent of the
fourth republic, CSOs played a vital role in the enthronement and
consolidation of democracy in IK. From the foregoing, it can be deduced
that the role of civil society in the democratisation process in IK includes
opposing authoritarian and undemocratic principles and values.
establishing human rights legal standards and advancing the application
of human rights norms through high-profile test cases, promoting legal
and judicial reform through legislative advocacy, providing legal
assistance to disadvantaged persons, communities, and groups,
Supporting the government through the law, advancing the application

39 Easton, David. "The political system: An inquiry into the state of political
science." Ethics 65.3,1955.
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of international legal instruments on human rights in IK law, working
with the government and their institutions to promote laws, policies, and
practises that address the rights of poor and excluded communities,
Voter education on electoral principles and guidelines, election observer
and monitor training, and electoral reform advocacy include
peacebuilding and conflict resolution, promoting access to justice, public
interest litigation, budget tracking, constituency outreach, and research
and documentation in thematic areas of democracy and governance, as
well as the promotion and defence of the constitution and the rule of law.
On the contrary, some CSOs believe that they have a weak influence on
democracy and rebuilding institutions because the system of
government in the Kurdistan Region is not democratic, but a family
system of government, and there is no distinction between the three
powers: executive, legislative, and judicial. Also, it is doubtful that civil
society effectively contributes to the democratic process, whether at the
group level as a social need or as an individual psychological need. If we
look at the democracies of developed countries, we see that under civil
society, groups like sociology, individualism, and psychology have
become the real beneficiaries. Therefore, deficiencies in the
establishment of civil society hinder the democratic process; providing
democracy is a form of genuine democracy. In fact, since 2013, there has
been a positive change in the work of CSOs, including their influence on
the development of the democratic process. They were able to lobby the
parliament to pass several new laws and amendments, such as the law to
reduce the proportion of political parties' budgets in the state budget
(July 1, 2014), which was an important and positive development.4? The
CSOs in Kurdistan have their own identity and image, and the reality of
our society is reflected in its leaders. There has been an attempt to
develop democracy in IK. And CSOs have a role to play in democracy.
CSOs working in the field of elections played a role in monitoring the
elections. In my opinion, CSOs have a positive role to play in the
development of democracy. In IK, CSOs grew, and many new professional
and public organisations were formed to protect the rights and demands
of those organisations. There was also a great deal of freedom and
freedom of the press, more emphasis on human rights, and equal
opportunities for people to work. From this point of view, several good

40 Hassan, K. Kurdistan's politicised society confronts a sultanic system. Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace. 2015.
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laws have been passed in the Kurdistan Parliament, such as the Law of
Freedom of the Press, the Right to Get Information, the Law of
Demonstration, the Law of the Elimination of Violence Against Women,
and the Equality between Women and Men, and the increase in the
participation of women in all offices of the KRG. On the other hand, the
democratic process in the Kurdistan Region involves parliamentary
elections and the formation of a new regional government. Elections are
held the same way for municipal councils to change administrative
officials and oversee the work of the administration. In addition, all
political parties hold elections to renew their institutions. They hold their
congress. For example, so far, the KDP has held 13 congresses and the
PUK has held 4 congresses, and all CSOs and professional and democratic
organisations hold their congresses. For instance, the Kurdistan
Teachers Union, representing all parties, has held seven congresses so
far.#1 According to Diamond (2008), internal and external pressures
drive democratisation. However, it appears that despite the external
factors, such as supporting and encouraging the US and European
countries to assist in the democratisation process in IK, the internal
factors have driven citizens and politicians toward democracy more than
the external factors.*2

Challenges of Civil Society Organizations in The Democratic
Process in IK.

There are many challenges to the role of CSOs in promoting the
democratic process, which include political culture, the KRG, the
corruption of some CSOs, and inadequate funding. We will discuss the
following:

1. Political culture

Political culture is a powerful and unifying concept of political
science.#3 In this regard, we see that compatibility between political
culture and the structure of the political system is necessary for the

41 Omer Nuradini, Op.cit.

42 Diamond, L. The democratic rollback-the resurgence of the predatory
state. Foreign Affairs. 2008. P 87, 36.

43 Chilton, S. Defining political culture. Western Political Quarterly, 41(3), 1988.
P.419-445.
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stability and functioning of the system. In this sense, political culture is
a direct product of the dominant public order.#*

The principle of political culture in the IK Region constructs political
issues in the form of discourse, which is Kurdish political parties, each
with its own political system.#> The study of political culture needs to be
viewed as a variable or mediating factor between the current public
system and actual behaviour in everyday life. Tribalism, religion, and the
governance system itself are the basis for the creation of political elites
in IK, and such elites are the determinants of political culture in the
region and play a key role in political and social life in Kurdish society,
underpinning the heroic culture of charismatic Kurdish national leaders.
The political culture dominated by tribes and religions hurts the
participation of CSOs in the democratic process. because the tribes and
religious leaders believe that the progress of CSOs risks their power. On
the other hand, some CSOs operating as opposition parties have
forgotten their role as bridges between the people and the government,
and their job is to reform, not overthrow the government. This has led
some other organisations and people to consider the opposition parties
as mercenaries of their regional countries.

Most of Kurdish society accepts CSOs, but the idea of civil society in the
European sense cannot be 100% accepted due to cultural and religious
differences, for example, the principle of absolute individual freedom.
This has caused these organisations to be opposed by Kurdish society
and has hurt society and the development of the democratic process.

Moreover, political Islam is intertwined with ethnic identities in IK,
which in turn shapes the political environment and the zone of operation
for CSOs. Several political Islamist preachers and Salafis in IK believe
that European ideas of gender equality should not be followed because
they come from a different society than Islamic society, and equality
between men and women is prohibited by Islamic law. For example, the
list of the Justice Group in 2018 was against the amendment of the

44 Almond, G. A, & Verba, S. The civic culture. Princeton, NJ, Princeton University
Press, 1963.

45 Zemnako A, Omid,Gh, Jamal, M. Discursive Formation of Political Culture in the
Political Parties of Kurdistan Regional Government. 2020. Retrieved

from,https://research.uok.ac.ir/~jmohammadi/en/ViewResearchEn.aspx?Resea
rcherlD=102993
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Personal Status Law regarding the marriage of second, third, and fourth
wives.46

2. Government Patronage:

Hussam (2022), also opines that "the poor economic conditions
of IK have also led to the emergence of a civil society that is state-inclined
because members of such groups believe strongly that by showing
loyalty to the incumbent government, material resources are
“assured”.*” The relationship between CSOs and the state is largely
characterised by suspicion and tension. For the most part, state officials
have viewed CSOs as competitors for power, influence, and legitimacy in
the public sphere rather than as development partners.48

It is worth mentioning that the KRG discriminates between CSOs and
pays more and more attention to the proposals and demands of CSOs
that work to achieve the agendas of both ruling parties (KDP and PUK).4?

3. Corruption of Some CSOs

A small number of CSOs have been obligated to participate in the
democratisation process in their work. Some CSOs, such as the Al-Amal
Association, Al-Masala, Public Assistance Organization (PAO), and PFO,
make decisions collectively, and they have been doing so to track the risk
of corruption in their organizations.’® These are neutral CSOs that
receive assistance from international organizations. On the contrary,
other CSOs have not widely implemented democratic mechanisms for
electing new boards of directors,>! and in most cases, the director of an
organisation controls decision-making and other processes in their
internal policies.>2

4 Choli, F. "Salafism and Threat to Kurdistan Security”, September 6, 2015.
Retrieved from https://www.rudaw.net/sorani/opinion/06092015.

47Hussam Barznji. Op.cit.

48 Dana Abdul Personal communication [Personal interview]. On September 29,
2021.

49 [bid.

50 Sangar Yusif.Op.cit.

51 Barzan Jawhar. Personal communication [Personal interview]. On March 18,
2022

52 United States Agency for International Development. (USAID). (Civil society
organization sustainability index for the Middle East and North Africa 7th edition
- November 2019.
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The CSOs also rarely audit their financial accounts and do not have
annual reports of income and expenditure unless funders of foreign
donor organisations request them. It is worth mentioning that,
according to both the internal rules of the KRG and federal NGOs, CSOs
must submit annual financial reports to the Office of NGOs, but in 2018,
only about 500 organisations submitted annual reports to the Office of
NGOs in the KRG and the Federal Government.53

Divisions among the IK civil society along ethnic and regional lines have
not helped its democratic advocacy. 54This has led to disunity and
disagreement among the IK CSOs in terms of decision-making and unity
of purpose.>> The internal contradictions within the membership make
it difficult to agree on common positions during the period of
engagement with the state. Such inherent divisiveness weakens
efficiency and makes the associations vulnerable to penetration by
government agents.

4. Inadequate Funding

According to Blnd (2022), the biggest obstacle to the growth, and
independence of CSOs is their weak financial capability.>¢ It is no longer
doubtful that CSOs in IK have had considerable influence on democracy
and electoral practices in IK.>7 One of the critical challenges of CSO in IK
is the issue of insufficient funds. Most CSOs rely on government funding
for their various operations, which is not a healthy development as it
breeds the loyalty of these organisations to the government.>8 There is
also the reduction of international organisations’ donor funds, especially
in the area of democracy, which will reduce the activities of civil society
organizations.>?

53 [bid

54 Sirwan Anwar. Personal communication [Personal interview]. On March 13,
2022

55 Najih Mohammed Gulpi. Personal communication [Personal interview]. On
December 23, 2021

56 BInd Dler. Personal communication [Personal interview]. On December 21,
2021.

57 Farhang Rashad. Personal communication [Personal interview]. On October 2,
2021.

58 Najih Gulpy.op.cit.

59 Othman Gulpy. Personal communication [Personal interview]. On October 1,
2021.
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The Future of CSOs

There are three scenarios for the future of the role of civil society
organizations in the democratic process in IK as follows:

The future of civil society organizations depends on the activities of civil
society organizations, the Kurdistan Regional Government, political
parties, economic, social, and religious aspects of the Kurdish people. If
there is unity among political parties, the role of civil society
organizations in the democratic process will increase. In this scenario,
the state views CSOs as its partners in development and other state
operations, leading to the perception that CSOs help the state. These
activities are often those that pertain to social welfare and advocacy.
There are a lot of CSOs in IK for example Barzani charity and CDO that
fit this description.

The second scenario is if KRG considers the CSOs' activities to be a
danger to its interests. These activities would include instances when
the CSOs were giving political opponents of those in power a forum,
whether actual or hypothetical. Fortunately, the majority of NGOs and
CSOs that work to promote democracy, and equality and uphold human
rights in [K are seen by the government from that perspective.

If the government and political parties work against democracy and
human rights, the role of civil society organizations in promoting
democracy will decline.

The third scenario is the one in which the KRG feels that national
security is at risk due to the activities of some CSOs in most cases, this
would happen when it comes to the sources and levels of funding. When
funding is from outside the country, and the involved amount is too large
from the standpoint of the KRG, then questions start to be raised.
Monitoring of the activities becomes closer and generally, the CSOs in
question would face hurdles here and there whenever they came into
contact with the KRG. Again, the most likely candidates in this basket
are the quasi-political NGOs. These would include human rights NGOs
and those which are specifically created to do political roles as is the case
with election observation and monitoring.
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Conclusion

CSOs play an important role in the advancement of democratic
principles, such as raising awareness of personal rights and freedoms by
participating in and monitoring the voting process for the Kurdistan
Parliament, the Iraqi Parliament, and local councils, monitoring the
agenda of the government and parliament, protesting against
corruption, demanding equal rights opportunities, freedom of
expression, social justice, and the rule of law. Meanwhile, several new
laws have been passed and amended under pressure from civil society
organizations, such as the law on demonstrations, the law on reviewing
the composition of the High Council of the Election Commission, and
many other laws. In addition, several new offices and bodies of the
Kurdistan Regional Government were established on the proposal of
civil society organizations, such as the Integrity Committee, the Human
Rights Commission, and the Foundation for NGOs. Nevertheless, there
are two different perspectives on the role of CSOs in the democratisation
process. In this regard, some of the leaders of CSOs and academics
believed that CSOs had played an active role in the development of the
democratic process. On the contrary, others, believe that organisations
played no role in the development of democracy in the Kurdistan Region,
that Kurdish society was also politicized, that parties controlled all
aspects of life and that democratic development in IK was extremely
weak. In reality, the number of CSOs is increasing day by day, but there
are differences in the level of influence they have on the democratisation
process. It depends on the working methods, financial and human
resources, and level of communication within and outside the
organisation. For example, organisations with high human and financial
capacity and strong levels of communication at the domestic and
international levels have a profound influence on the democratic
process and state-building. On the contrary, organisations with low
human and financial capacity have a weak role in democratisation.
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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to study the possibility of Gold-backed
cryptocurrency for net settlement through blockchain technology and its implications
on the economy globally. The paper attempts to explore the challenges in expanding
cryptocurrency backed by gold and to develop a new framework on cryptocurrency
backed by gold model for net settlement through blockchain technology to achieve
economic stability. To achieve the objective of the study qualitative method has been
used, such as content analysis and semi-structured interviews. The study expected
that implementing a gold-backed cryptocurrency will boost intra-country trade. This
effect would be more robust than those generated by the existing economic model. An
Islamic monetary system in the modern digital era would modify international
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Abstrak

Tujuan penyelidikan ini adalah untuk mengkaji kemungkinan mata wang
kripto bersandarkan Emas untuk penyelesaian bersih melalui teknologi blockchain dan
implikasinya terhadap ekonomi secara global. Kertas kajian ini cuba meneroka cabaran
dalam mengembangkan mata wang kripto yang disokong oleh emas dan untuk
membangunkan rangka kerja baharu mengenai mata wang kripto yang disokong oleh
model kripto emas untuk penyelesaian bersih melalui teknologi blockchain untuk
mencapai kestabilan ekonomi. Bagi mencapai objektif kajian kaedah kualitatif telah
digunakan seperti analisis kandungan dan temu bual separa berstruktur. Kajian itu
dijangka bahawa dengan melaksanakan mata wang kripto yang disokong emas akan
meningkatkan perdagangan dalam negara. Kesan ini akan menjadi lebih kukuh
daripada yang dijana oleh model ekonomi sedia ada. Sistem kewangan Islam dalam era
digital moden, akan mengubah suai hubungan kewangan antarabangsa ke arah
mewujudkan sistem kewangan global yang stabil dan adil dengan menggabungkan
model mata wang kripto bersandarkan Emas untuk penyelesaian bersih blockchain
dengan dasar fiskal Islam. Pelaksanaan mata wang kripto bersandarkan emas melalui
teknologi blockchain akan menyelesaikan banyak masalah ekonomi seperti inflasi,
mengubah nilai wang, membawa kestabilan dan kemampanan kepada obligasi dan
transaksi kewangan Kkita.

Kata Kunci: Emas, Sistem Kewangan Emas, Mata Wang Kripto,
Penyelesaian Bersih, Blockchain, Kestabilan Kewangan.

Introduction

As the amount of paper-money in circulation has reached its
height in the last decades, side by side, taxation, unemployment, poverty
and crime have increased to the same degree. Now, the dollar been
circulated around the world without been pegged by gold. In fact, the
value of dollar is illogical. During financial downturn the US Dollar is still
strong due to exchange rate system. The volatility in the currency
markets still persist today, and the developing countries are perhaps
amongst those that are most affected. World commodity prices including
crude oil, natural gas, palm oil, natural rubber, rice and tea are quoted on
the commodity and futures exchanges in the US dollar. Not surprisingly,
many of the Muslim currencies including the Malaysian ringgit, the Saudi
riyal, the Kuwaiti dinar, the UAE dirham, have traditionally been pegged
to the US dollar. Malaysia was forced to go down this route in 1999,
following the Asian crisis which saw the US dollar and other
international currencies such as the Japanese yen and sterling sharply
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appreciate against the ringgit. However, pegging the currency to a strong
international currency such as the US dollar has its upside and downside
(Mahathir Mohamad, 2000).

According to el-Diwany (2003), it is not impossible to abolish
pegging our currency to US Dollar in financial system, but we have to
work for it step-by-step to create our own model to protect ourselves by
having our own trading currency, our own fair market or Islamic
financial system. Now we are living under capitalism. We can’t Islamize
the capitalist in order to have Islamic financial system. Imagine that
conventional financial tree been seed by interest, so how come we can
have Islamic financial fruit even though under Islamic banking. (Tarek
El-Diwany, 2003). The nature of gold itself is constant, in fact increasing
in value regardless of mother nature, financial tsunami, irresponsible
government or leadership crisis. The attribute of gold is to store value.

As for the timing great monetary reset, which other central banks
have already quietly hinted at themselves amid massive repatriation of
physical gold from the New York Fed to various European central banks
such as Germany and Austria, we are confident that central banks and
IMF will be kind enough to provide notice to the world citizen to
exchange their paper money into cryptocurrency (W Middelkoop, 2016).

Although the desire for more Know-Your-Customer transparency
is an increasing global trend, the astounding feature of this most recent
onslaught against cryptocurrencies, which many perceive as a modern,
the fact that invasive regulations and restrictions by central banks can
be considered as an additional method of stockpiling precious assets
makes them a more effective type of "gold" (S Madhavan, S
Sreejith,2022).

With the fall of US Dollar, the entire financial system is collapsing.
According to Judy Shelton (1994) when the money melts down, the
entire fraudulent financial system may collapse. Thus, some may suggest
utilizing cryptocurrency backed by gold on net settlement through
blockchain technology.

Besides, payment settlement or known as net settlement is an
area of intense and increasing interest both to practitioners, economist,
politics and academicians. Even, the field of net settlement has grown



Integrating Gold-Backed Cryptocurrency for Blockchain Net  E{oly
Settlement to Achieve Future Economic Stability

exponentially nowadays such as Target 2, the Eurosystem’s real-time
gross settlement (RTGS), since more countries like China and Russia are
engaged in serious efforts to integrate gold bullion for net settlement due
to its positive impact on economic sustainability (S.A Yussof, AMH Al-
Harthy, 2018). At the same time, economist and researcher has shown
interest in using gold for net settlement also has grown spectacularly for
the same reason. Cryptocurrency back by gold are argued in this paper
to be a potential solution compared to fiat currencies for net settlement
through blockchain since it provides more compatibility. Furthermore,
blockchain also can transform Islamic financial system particularly in
terms net settlement to be more developed, efficient and transparent (E
Mnif, B Salhi, L Trabelsi & A Jarboui, 2022).

Over the past twenty years after financial crisis that hit southeast
Asia in 2008, gold has bloomed as a money to be settle as a clearance in
net settlement which government should deploy in order to affect
economy in a positive and productive manner. The inefficiency of current
net settlement transactions and its costs are one of the significant issues
in today’s economic which calls for more research on better alternative
regarding these types of issues. Furthermore, the outgrowth of fintech,
cryptocurrency, blockchain, artificial intelligence, big data, machine
learning and quantum computing in financial services is seen as a human
right approach to adopt this technology into the economy are examples
of impacts that can be seen (F Alj, E Bouri, N Naifar & SJH Shahzad, 2022).

The concern over gold for net settlement is also significant to
I[slamic finance. In fact, the majority developed countries worldwide are
sensitive to use gold for net settlement, and this is parallel with the
research objective which is to explore the perspective of cryptocurrency
back by gold for net settlement using blockchain technology which may
give rise to determine the benefit, challenges and obstacle that lead to
implementation in term of monetary policy and Islamic finance aspect.
Therefore, the objectives of this research are: 1) To explore the
challenges in expanding cryptocurrency back by gold for net settlement
through blockchain technology to achieve economic stability. 2) To
develop the new framework on cryptocurrency backed by gold for net
settlement through blockchain technology to achieve economic stability.
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To the best of the researcher's knowledge, no thorough study has
been done to date to further develop cryptocurrency that is backed by
gold as a method for net settlement, particularly in Malaysia. Hence, this
study is justified in attempting to fill this research gap by examining
critically problem of current net settlement and subsequently
developing cryptocurrency back by gold model through blockchain as a
practicable alternative for net settlement in order to achieve sustainable
economic development globally. It is expected that the elaboration of
cryptocurrency back by gold as a resilient money for net settlement
using blockchain will tackle some of shortcomings in Islamic finance
issues as well as economic literature.

The Differences Between Gold-Backed Cryptocurrency and
Other Cryptocurrencies

Intrinsic Value of Cryptocurrency Backed by Gold

As highlighted by some modern Muslim scholars, cryptocurrency backed
by gold is considered a currency because it is backed by gold and serves
the functions of currency that included being a measure of value,
medium of exchange, and means of discharge. It stores its value as well
because of the gold linked to it. By examining cryptocurrency back by
gold, it will be assumed to achieve the objective of preserving wealth
since its creation is not based on debt or a fractional reserve system
which will protect it from losing its value especially if it is linked to a
stable physical commodity such as Gold (Alzubaidi, 2017).

Besides intrinsic value, the other difference between gold-backed
cryptos and mainstream cryptocurrencies is their entry-level costs. Most
of the investors who were quick to buy mainstream cryptocurrencies in
their early days only had to invest pennies. However, for a gold-backed
cryptocurrency, the minimum investment has to be equal to the current
price of gold. Another difference between these two cryptocurrency
groups is their price swings. While the price of mainstream digital coins
such as Bitcoin and Ethereum can rise and fall to any level, gold-backed
cryptocurrencies have a built-in stop loss. It is because the value of a gold-
backed cryptocurrency cannot fall below the value of gold. Should such a
coin gain massive popularity, its price can rise way above that of gold. But
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if the gold-backed crypto doesn’t do well, its value will remain at the rate
of gold.

The value of the gold-backed token will, at any given time, be equal
to the prevailing rate of gold. This means that should the token fail to take
off, it will still be valued at the current price of gold. On the other hand, if
the token gains popularity, its value can rise above that of gold.

The Bitcoin Specialities

1) First of all, bitcoin is not simply a currency.Instead,it is a native
currency attached to a peer-to-peer payment network.

2) Secondly, bitcoin and its payment network became valuable through
real-time trading in uncontrolled market environment.

3) Therefore, like other historical monies, bitcoin’s viability was
established because of its marketability.

4) Lastly, just like gold, the free market-accepted bitcoin and its
network since it is portable,fungible,scarce,durable and divisible.

5) Bitcoin is brand new to mankind in that it is both a currency and a
payment network simultaneously. This is where Bitcoin get value.

These points prove that although bitcoin’s technical features
entail innovation, yet its ascendancy as a medium of exchange confirms
Mises theory of money, albeit with a bit of alteration. It is therefore, safe
to say that these economists would have marvelled at its disruptive
emergence. Bitcoin is not the first cryptocurrency in existence; e-cash
was a cryptographic electronic transfer system that was completely
anonymous to trace, and this was developed in 1990. In 1998, another
electronic anonymous system called b-money was released along with
bit gold (Bitcoinwiki, 2015). Bit gold was probably the early precursor to
Bitcoin because it also used a proofing mathematical function to verify
the transaction.

The Bitcoin’s advantages include:
1) Payment freedom: able to send and receive bitcoins anywhere

in the world at any time, irrespective of bank
holidays.
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2) Fee choice : there is not a fee to receive Bitcoins, while most
wallets let you control how large a fee to pay
when spending. In general, transactions fees are
substantially lower than fees charged by
traditional payment network operators, and fees
are not based on the amount transferred, but
generally on the transaction size measured in
bytes. This means that a multi-million dollar
transaction can be processed for the same fee as
a single dollar.

3) Fewer risks for merchants: merchants can expand to new
markets where credit cards are not available and
fraud rates are high, while they are protected
from losses due to fraud as Bitcoin transactions
are secure and do not contain customers’
sensitive information.

4) Security and control: As they are based in Blockchain, Bitcoins
are very difficult to hack. Users are in control of
their transactions, with merchants unable to
force unwanted or unnoticed charges as can
happen with other payment methods.
Transparent and neutral: Bitcoin is neutral,
transparent and predictable as all the
information regarding the Bitcoin money supply
is publicly available, usable and verifiable in real
time on the Blockchain.

Money, Digital Currency and Cryptocurrency from Syariah
Perspective

The concept of money in Islam is utterly different from the
conventional economics as its principles are based on Shari’ah. Allah is
the exclusive and supreme Owner of everything [Qura’n 57:10). In Islam,
money (or wealth) is considered to be property that humans hold on
behalf of the Allah. It should be used and invested wisely and in
accordance with the principles of Shari’ah . According to Islam, money
plays a "social role" and should be used to advance socio-economic
justice for the good of the entire society.
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Gold is a well-known valued element and a precious metal,
according to AAOIFI (2016). Because it is a precious metal, gold was once
used as commodity of money. It is also used to make jewellery, coins,
medals, and electrical components, among other things. According to Ibn
Khaldun, there are two types of metals—gold and silver— that could be
used as a measure of value. It has been discovered that these metals are
acknowledged by everyone as a form of money, and their values are not
vulnerable to fictitious fluctuations (Boulakia, 1971). He added that a
nation's wealth is not determined by the amount of money it has, but
rather by the level of its production of products and services and its
balance of payments.

According to Boulakia, although Ibn Khaldun did not view money
as a reliable measure of a nation's wealth, but there are specific ways in
which the economic measurement of products and services is expressed.
Ibn Khaldun used silver and gold as a measure of value. Further, only the
ruler has the authority to issue money, and once coins have been issued,
the amount of gold or silver in them should not be changed. To keep the
standard of the money, this must continue.

Moreover, he is deeply opposed to any policies that aim to
manipulate the value of currency and the falsification of money since he
believes that doing so will undermine public faith in the currency. Gold
and silver are viewed as money that can be used as a store of value as
well as a medium of exchange because their prices are thought to be
reasonably constant and not subject to significant market fluctuations.
Numerous studies have attempted to figure out whether the gold
standard is better than paper money because it offers long-term price
stability and lower levels of inflation. Bordo et al. are among them
(2007). Despite the popularity of these arguments, we could not deny
that paper money had several advantages over gold money, like the
functionality of paper money and the lower resource cost of production.

Except for his disagreement with currency debasement, the
majority of Ibn Khaldun's thoughts on the issue of monetary policy are
still relevant today. The reality we live in today diverges significantly
from what he foresaw in his works. Paper money has given governments
excessive authority to utilize monetary tools to indirectly affect the
market value of their national currencies. Ibn Khaldun asserts that the
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value of gold and silver is fixed, but ignores the fact that this value is also
influenced by supply and demand. Ibn Khaldun acknowledges that
money serves the three main functions namely standard of value, a
medium of exchange, and a preservation of value. (Dieter Weiss, 1995).

"Gold and silver are free from market fluctuations while all other
commodities are. They serve as the basis of profit, property, and treasure "
(2:313).

In one of the most recent research on the Shari‘ah compliance of
cryptocurrencies, Zulkhibri (2019; p. 43) notes that, generally, Shari'ah
scholars permit anything used by people as money, including paper
currencies and coins, electronic money, and cryptocurrencies. This
includes gold, silver, wheat, barley, salt, dates, and other commodities.
No type of money is permitted to be used as a commodity or an item that
might be leased for a rent, according to the Islamic jurisprudence that
should be followed when exchanging currencies. However, all jurists
agreed, as noted by Zulkhibri (2019), that money should be a means of
exchange, as supported by scholars such as Imam Ghazali (A-Ghazali,
1993) and Ibn Taymiyyah (Ibn Taymiyyah, 1995).

According to Billah, M.M. (2018), cryptocurrency is a "non-typical
legal tender” that may alter any government's tripartite manipulation,
control, and influence. Regarding this, there is still active debate among
central banks and regulatory authorities of currencies around the world.
Some nations, such as Malaysia and Japan, only legally recognise it as a
crypto asset, rather than accepting it as legal tender (Sherin & Muneeza,
2020; Wright, 2020).

Zulkhibri (2019) also highlights two types of money that are
allowed in Islamic jurisprudence; the first is Al-Thaman-ul-Khilqi' or Al-
Nuqgood-ul-Khilqgiyyah, a type of currency designed to serve as a medium
of exchange in contracts and trades, is the first type of money that
Zulkhibri (2019) explains as being legal under Islamic jurisprudence.
Silver and gold belong to this class since its value is natural rather than
based on custom, agreement, or tradition. On the other hand, the second
is Al-Thaman-ul-Istilahi or Al-Nuqood-ul-Istilahiyya, its value is
established through common agreement, tradition, or custom, making it
artificial or token, and whose validity is subject to government
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discretion. Cryptocurrencies and all fiat currencies, whether they be in
paper form or digital version, fall under this category.

According to Oziev and Yandiev (2017), a cryptocurrency must
meet the following eleven requirements in order to be considered
Shari'ah compliant (Bedoui & Robbana, 2019; p.271):

“the process of money emission, its supply, and
withdrawal from the market should be free from
Riba; money can be made of any material (metal,
wood, plastic, etc.); the money emitter and the
monetary regulator may be two different
entities/organizations; the money emitter is a risk-
free institution; the money emitter should not enter
into transactions with financial institutions aimed
at obtaining income; it is not forbidden to use the
currency/money of other countries; money does not
necessarily have to be backed by real assets; money
must be emitted in a sufficient quantity to serve the
needs of the economy; no prohibitions and or
restrictions on monetary transactions, as well as for
exchange and transfer of money (not clear); money
and monetary circulation should facilitate the life
of the people; and ownership right of a person over
money should be transparent”

Due to their vulnerability to exchange rate changes, which can
lead to speculation similar to the fiat standard of money, it has recently
been realised that cryptocurrency have also failed to provide stability in
the financial systems. With cryptocurrencies backed by gold, though,
that is not the case. According to Abd Rahman (2017), the value of gold
is constant in contrast to the value of bitcoin, which shows instability up
to seven times greater.

Furthermore, former chairman of Al-Jazeera Bank's Shari'ah
Supervisory Board Sheikh Dr. Adnan Al-Zahrani says:

"Crypto currency is one of the types of currencies /
money that emerged as a result of the process of
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creating and developing money. In other words, at
first it was an ordinary barter, then gold and silver
coins, and then paper money and now virtual money,
which are crypto- currencies. And this is normal”.

According to Dr. Monzer Kahf, a professor and expert in Islamic
economics and finance at the Qatar Faculty of Islamic Studies, bitcoin is
money within its community just like any other currency, and
exchanging it for other currencies is undoubtedly subject to the same
conditions as exchanging currencies, namely: 1) exchange should be on
the spot without leverages and futures; 2) no speculations on currencies,
i.e. exchange must have a real cause to buy or to sell other than the idea
of currency for currency. Moreover, Mufti Abdul Qadir
Barakatullah,a member of the Shari‘ah Committee at Al-Ryan Bank,
previously the Islamic Bank of Great Britain, says:"l am convinced that
cryptocurrencies can be an effective tool for the further development of
I[slamic finance." Additionally, he recalls the rule among Muslim scholars
that any commodity that society perceives as a tool that might serve as a
means of payment must also be regarded as money.

Many classical Muslim scholars have written in-depth analyses of
the role and significance of money, but due to space constraints, the
researchers were only able to choose a small number since we felt they
best represented the majority.

According to Imam Al-Ghazali:

“Allah created dinar and dirham for circulation and to be an equitable and

just standard between different assets and for another wisdom which is
make them as means to all other assets. That’s because they are precious
in themselves (intrinsic value) but not desired for themselves...”

To Ibn Taymiyah: “Whenever currencies are sold one for another on
differed basis, it opposes the purpose of Thamaniyyah (measure of value)
of money” (Adam Abdullah, 2018).

Referring to Sheikh Saleh Al-Fauzan, any "measure of value" that is
commonly recognized by people should be considered as currency upon
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which the rules of Riba are applicable. The two perspectives above have
one thing in common: money should not be viewed as an ordinary
commodity that can be traded on different basis, but rather as a measure
of value or a unit of account. (Oziev and Yandiev, 2017).

Blockchain technology is Shari‘ah compliant, according to
Muneeza and Mustapha (2019; p. 72), who also noted that many people
are mistakenly believe that blockchain technology is only useful for
cryptocurrencies like Bitcoin, when in fact its range of potential
applications is far broader. They have come to the conclusion that, in
general, Islam encourages innovation and creativity, provided it
complies with Shari'ah criteria and does not violate any of Shari'ah's
rules. Therefore, they believe blockchain technology is in line with
Shari'ah since it makes it possible for Islamic financial transactions to be
carried out in a transparent manner while also fostering a sense of
mutual trust and reliability between the parties and eliminating any
opportunity for fraud or other unethical business practises. (Muneeza
and Mustapha, 2019; p.99). Therefore, gold-backed cryptocurrency
embedded with blockchain technology is perceive as a stable type of
currency for net settlement as it leverages on the underlying asset. The
market for cryptocurrency is expected to continue expanding in the
future, so research into this area is very important.

Cryptocurrency Backed by Gold To Facilitate Net Settlement

In the beginning, Russian President Vladimir Putin condemned
Bitcoin and called for a ban in October 2017, saying that it created the
“opportunity to launder funds acquired through criminal activities, tax
evasion, even terrorism financing, as well as the spread of fraud
schemes.” (RT.com, 2017) Likewise, the Russian Central Bank called
cryptocurrency a pyramid scheme. Since then, however, Putin has
changed his tone, and a growing number of international crypto
exchanges are increasing their presence in Russia. In May 23, 2019 at
10.30 pm, Russian Central Bank announced to consider Gold-backed
Cryptocurrency to facilitate international settlement. Not only that, in
September 26,2017 at 1.11 am, another country China also announced
to bring back gold in international settlement with new oil futures to
circumvent US dollar settlement.
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Although it is still developing its own crypto legislation and has
not yet fully embraced the industry, Russia may ultimately view
cryptocurrency as a strategic means by which to avoid existing and
future sanctions (Zuckerman, 2018). The press reports are underscored
by comments in January 2018 from Putin’s executive advisor, Sergei
Glazyev, who said that a government-created “CryptoRuble” would be
able to alleviate financial pressure caused by USA sanctions.

Cryptocurrency could effectively cut out intermediaries like
banks, thus opening up a new avenue for commerce. The definition of
cryptocurrency back by gold is a cryptocurrency backed by intrinsic
value and future proof finances is that backed by gold. Asset-backed
cryptocurrencies are digital currencies that are attached to the value of
physical assets such as real estate, oil, commodities, minerals and even
precious metals such as gold.

On the other hand, conventional cryptocurrencies such as Bitcoin
is lack of physical backing and reliance on peer-to-peer computer
transfers. Since no one can see the money, critiques have long questioned
the credibility of cryptocurrencies. As a solution, the concept of asset-
backed cryptocurrencies emerged.

The definition of gold-backed cryptocurrencies are digital
currencies that are tied to the value of gold. This means that although the
crypto coins are on a distributed ledger and therefore easy to trade, they
also have intrinsic value which something that traditional
cryptocurrencies lack. The concept of tying the value of a digital coin to
that real, tangible gold is not new. The first gold-backed digital currency,
E-gold, was launched in 1999. The founder of E-gold, Doung Jackson
figured that because unlike fiat currency,E-Gold was able to withstand the
highs and lows, it would be the ideal solution to the ills that faced the
monetary system.

E-Gold gained massive popularity and was used by millions of
people around the world. Privacy-conscious institutions such as Netizens
were impressed by its privacy levels and used the coin to open
anonymous accounts. The coin also gained popularity among overseas
sellers who used it to make cross border transactions. Unfortunately, E-
Gold later faced by several issues that led to its shutdown. Some of the
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factors that led to this downfall were increased competition, a massive
growth of traffic that led to lagging transactions, and the rise of
cybercrime that threatened the coin’s security.

Several other attempts were made at launching a gold-backed
digital currency, but the craze was short-lived. For instance, in 2015, a
new gold-backed cryptocurrency named Xaurum was launched, but it did
not go far. It is only after Bitcoin and Blockchain became popular that the
gold-backed digital currency craze returned. Numerous gold-backed
cryptocurrencies have been launched or relaunched. Even government
mints such as the UK mint have launched their own gold-backed
cryptocurrencies.

The basic concept of gold-backed cryptocurrencies is compelling.
A digital token is launched that represents a certain value of gold. For
example, one coin of token X represents the value of one gram of gold. The
gold that the token is hinged to is stored by a trusted third party. The gold
can be traded by other token holders. If cryptocurrencies become the
dominant mode of global payment, they may constrain central banks'
power to establish monetary policy through control of the money supply,
particularly in smaller nations.

The Application and Importance of Blockchain

Blockchain is particularly suited for process management in a
collaborative environment where more organisations perform business
transactions and also need to have secure shared access to the same
information. The strength of blockchain is to connect partners who work
in a network and share data in an effective way. Thus, companies are able
to rely on transparency, have the same version of the truth and unlock a
huge potential for synergies and generation of value. Think only how
much time and effort is needed to send emails, check information, save
different versions of files, and so on. In the age of the information, there
is simply no other alternative to blockchain as a synchronising protocol
in data exchange on a global level.

People can think about how to use the technology to increase the
level of information security in their organisation or protect sensitive
data. Blockchain allows the registration of the so-called hash, a unique
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cryptographic identity of files with date, time, and authoring of the
record. This way users can have a guarantee for authenticity and
immutability of their digital certificates or PDF of a notary deed, for
example.

Blockchain-based monetary systems hold the potential to impact
the macroeconomy, as the new payment systems challenge the
traditional roles that banks have always played. Cryptocurrencies may
be viable competition for fiat currencies during periods when a central
bank is perceived as weak or untrustworthy. However, the technology
behind cryptocurrencies has the potential to improve central banks’
operations and can serve as a platform to launch their own
cryptocurrencies  (Raskin and Yermack, 2016).Furthermore,
cryptocurrencies are an intriguing financial innovation and offer many
possible research avenues. As with many new technologies, considerable
confusion exists about both the underlying concept of cryptocurrencies
and the approaches for valuing them. Cryptocurrencies vary, however,
and can be tokens representing shares of traditional assets, provide
direct utility such as computational power, and even replacing a fiat
currency. Cryptocurrencies may also increase financial inclusion and fuel
economic activity in emerging markets, The possibility of using this
technology for inclusion of the unbanked could allow billions to join the
modern world of Internet commerce and spur the creation of new
businesses.
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Conceptual Framework

Figure 1: Propose Framework of Cryptocurrency Backed by Gold Model
for Net Settlement using Blockchain

The International Net Settlement System is still

A New Cryptocurrency
backed by Gold Model for
Blockchain Net Settlement

The study chooses this approach in order to develop a framework
of gold-backed cryptocurrency for net settlement through blockchain
technology. Moreover, it is important to understand the reason of finding
alternative payment method that will impact to the implementation of
cryptocurrency backed by gold. The proposed framework can be seen as
above at Figure 1.

The current international net settlement system is still based on
fiat money. Since we are living in 21st century of digital transformation
era, the features of money have evolved to become digital currency and
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cryptocurrency. So, in order to solve the issue of fiat money in
international net settlement, this study propose to use cryptocurrency
backed by gold. The researcher has studied the literature review about
that field and obtained the opinion of the scholars from the interview.
Prior its implementation, there will be issues with regulations and
political will. The following section will explain the details of the analysis
and findings. Thus, it hopes by using cryptocurrency backed by gold
model for blockchain net settlement would solve the problems inflation,
change the value of money, and support to enhance financial
sustainability and stability.

The 1997 Asian financial crisis and current world economic crises
as the latest examples have spurred enormous interest among
economists and policymakers on the subject of monetary standards,
especially the Gold standard and the current fiat standard. It is argued
that the Gold standard, i.e. using gold as a medium of exchange or
pegging a nation’s currency to the fixed price of gold, provides a stable
nominal anchor and, thus, ensures price stability. Meanwhile, the current
fiat system tends to breed persistent inflation. Various studies have
provided support for this argument. For instance, Bordo (1998), Peter L.
Bernstein (2000), Nathan Lewis (2007), Judy Shelton (1994), notes
lower and less variable rate of inflation during the classical gold standard
(1881-1913) as compared to the floating period (1971-1989). Kydland
and Wynne (2002) reaffirm the long-run price stability during the
classical gold standard. Thus, it is not surprising that there is a mention
of gold and the Gold Standard every time nations face crises. Yet, despite
this benefit of gold, whether gold will make a return as the standard for
monetary payment system remains controversial (Bernstein, 2000).

Among especially Muslim economists, a view to return back to
Gold has re-emerged and become a topic of debate for returning to Gold.
At least the researcher can provide three justifications for the prospect
of gold-backed cryptocurrency.

The first justification lies in money is not desired for its reason,
according to Imam al-Ghazali. Many Islamic legal scholars, including Ibn
Taymiyyah, concurred with him in saying that money is merely a means
of payment for transactions and not a desire in and of itself. (M. Asrorun
Niam Sholeh, M.Fauzinudin Faiz & Moh.Muhlis Anwar, 2022).
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Cryptocurrencies commonly compared to gold because they share the
same hedging characteristics against financial and economic instability
as precious metals. A cryptocurrency known as a "gold-backed
cryptocurrency” (GBC) is one in which the value of the underlying real
asset determines the currency's worth (gold). This implies that, in
addition to being decentralised and simple to trade, gold-backed
cryptocurrencies also have intrinsic value, making them far more
advantageous than conventional cryptocurrencies. (Shaen Corbet, Brian
Lucey & Larisa Yarovaya, 2018).

Accordingly, the development of science and technology serves as
a constant reminder that we live in a society that is becoming more
advanced. A cornerstone of that evolution is cryptocurrency that is
backed by gold. The second reason highlight the importance of reducing
dependence on the US dollar as an international currency. Namely, gold-
backed cryptocurrency can provide a viable alternative to the current
and dominant US currency.

The final justification finds fault with current fiat and fractional
reserve banking system. It is argued that, with the practice of interest
rate, the current system is unjust and inherently unstable. For example,
there is evidence that key factors contributing to financial imbalances,
such as credit, liquidity, and risk taking, interact closely with the
standard monetary policy framework. Policymakers are unlikely to
affectively prevent financial crises, because there is a risk that the central
bank's reputation will be tarnished, which could undermine its overall
independence and credibility. In a broader sense, a need for financial
stability could result in so-called financial dominance (F Smets, 2014).

Hence, the recurring currency and financial turbulence
experienced in recent past is just a manifestation of the major weakness
of the system. The foundation to this instability stems from the ability of
banks to create money, which allows money supply to grow by default.
Then, through the equation of exchange and given potential output, the
growing money supply can generate instability in the economy (Douglas
Arner, Ross Buckley, Dirk Zetzsche, and Artem Sergeev (2022). Thus,
gold-backed cryptocurrency, as it is argued, is free from these
weaknesses.
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Among these justifications, the last seems to provide grounds for
testable implications. The acceptance of the first reason suggests no
debate or evaluation of the viability of cryptocurrency back by gold.
However, whether Gold is part of the Islamic faith is inconclusive. Haneef
and Barakat (2002) review the fighi opinion on the use of gold and silver
as money. According to them, there are at least two opinions. One
opinion views gold and silver as money obligatory, while the other
allows flexibility. That is, the latter admits other forms of money. While
there is a need to reduce dependence on the US dollar, returning to Gold
is not imperative since there are many other international currencies
such as the euro that can play that function. However, according to the
third justification, the root cause of economic problems is the continuing
increase in money supply facilitated by fiat and fractionally reserve
banking system. Money supply is the cause of inflation, asset price
bubbles and instability in the economy. In other words, money is a
forcing or a causal variable. If true, then the justification for the use of
cryptocurrency back by gold may have some validity. However, if money
supply reacts to accommodate expansion in real activities, then
cryptocurrency backed by gold may not be a viable form of money. The
reason is that, unlike paper money, money supply cannot be simply
increased as needed under the gold standard and it depends crucially on
the gold reserves (Bernstein, 1981, Mishkin and Eakins, 2003).
Accordingly, it would seem that discussing cryptocurrency backed by
gold as a potential replacement payment method for the net
settlementas a monetary arrangement demands a thorough
understanding of the monetary dynamics of an economy.

On the other side, though for a big proportion of people,
blockchain may seem fancy, but the blockchain technology holds
enormous potential in making an impact overall the sectors in this global
economy. Another way to look atblockchain is as an independent
arbitrator that provides full transparency and traceability. We live in a
global and connected world where we can do business with people
everywhere around the world. But how do we trust those we don’t know
when buying from them or start a business venture together? Blockchain
allows us to exclude confidence from the equation and instead rely on
verifying proven facts recorded on a decentralised network. The
technology provides a secure environment for building a reputation
system where your business history and reviews from satisfied
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customers are registered and can be verified by other potential business
partners (Chris Skinner,2016).

Banks and institutions will incline blockchain implementation in a
huge way, as they decrease settlement latency, enhance data
management, unclog paper dependent workflows, optimize the KYC
process, and eliminate human errors. Blockchain networks will take a
massive leap towards reducing counter-party risk and fraud, allowing
companies to proactively manage risk rather than just reactively
responding to risk (Wei Tek Tsai,2018).

Blockchain will directly impact the ‘future of work’, not just what
jobs are available, but how value will be exchanged through a
decentralized, peer-to-peer workforce. Further, looking over the
progress made so far by the introduction of blockchain in developing
nations, we may say that very soon a whole new world is coming in which
people will live more comfortably. It is because blockchain technology is
paving the way for a financial revolution that eliminate a lot of economic
waste (Emmanuelle Ganne, 2018).

Only time will tell whether cryptocurrency is here to stay
ultimately, or it is here to replace fiat currency but as it proliferates
beyond borders, regulators will continue to take notice and apply
existing rules to this new field. Market participants would be wise to
align compliance procedures now to avoid repellent of regulators down
the line (Paul Vigna and Michael J. Casey, 2016).

Results Overview and Discussion

From the earlier disclosures pertaining to the financial
institution’s role and the condition of embracing gold-backed
cryptocurrencies, we could observe several trends and themes related to
the regulatory restriction, political will and infrastructure that
potentially might inhibit it from effectively achieve economic stability
through blockchain net settlement. Therefore, this section is dedicated
to analysing and discussing the challenges from the regulatory
perspective and political will.
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Political Willingness and Stability Challenges for a Gold-
backed Cryptocurrency

The requirement for a stable political environment, as mentioned
by Ibnu Khaldun, is essential for economic development—another
statement that has been adequately supported in recent years. A few of
the key duties namely defense, diplomacy, and public finance that should
be the concentration of an administration with a simple structure (2:6-
7). Its fundamental duties should include market supervision, enforcing
regular financial transactions, and inspection of buildings for inhabitant
protection (1:292, 462 - 463).(Dieter Weiss,1995). Ibnu Khaldun
explains the characteristics of an effective leader:

“An eager desire for goodness and good qualities such as generosity, the
forgiveness of error, tolerance toward the weak, hospitality toward guests,
the support of dependents, maintenance of the indigent, patience in
adverse circumstances, faithful fulfillment of obligations, liberality with
money for the preservation of honor, respect for the religious law and for
thescholars..., belief in and veneration for men of religion.. ., great respect
for old men and teachers, acceptance of the truth in response to those who
call to it, fairness to and care for those who are too weak to take care for
themselves, humility towards the poor, attentiveness to the complaints of
supplicants, fulfillment of the duties of the religious law and divine worship
in all details, avoidance of fraud, cunning, deceit, and of not fulfilling
obligations, and similar things. Thus, we know that these are the qualities
of f leadership” (1:292- 293).

According to the former Prime Minister of Malaysia Tun Dr.
Mahathir Muhammad in 2002, the vulnerability of the exchange rate
between local currencies and major currencies USD, Pound Sterling,
Euro and Yen, has resulted in the economic instability of the countries of
the Middle East and Asia.

“The gold Dinar could be an important facilitating mechanism to help the
smaller countries of the world move away from an inherently unstable and
ultimately unjust global monetary system” (Minews, 2002).

Moreover, it is undeniable that it is crucially essential for us to
look at every aspect before implementing something that people have
abandoned for so long. In the case of gold-backed cryptocurrency, we
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need to look at not only in the economic, but also in the political point of
view as well as the ability of the countries in providing infrastructure
facilities, that have significant impacts on the overall achievements of a
country.

There is quite a number of countries seem to have difficulties or
constraints in adopting the gold-backed cryptocurrency. Palestine, for
instance, is unstable politically and economically. This is because it has
been invaded by Israel since 1967. The Palestinians put more of their
effort to defend their own country rather than to consider about
adopting gold-backed cryptocurrency to strengthen their economy.
Afghanistan since last few decades has been struggling to build up their
country that has been affected from civil war, Soviet invasion and also
the invasion of United States of America in the name of ‘war against the
terrorists’.

A decade ago, the United States of America and its affiliates also
in the name of ‘war against the terrorism have bombarded Iraq to topple
its ruler. The reason of the invasion was derived from the accusation of
Saddam’s government of having “mass destruction weapon”. In the case
for Iraq, promoting the implementation of gold-backed cryptocurrency
would not be the main agenda. Instead providing humanitarian
assistance would probably be the first agenda that the Muslim and
developing countries should look into.

Apart from the developing countries with terrorism issues,
Somalia is afflicted with poverty for years. Thus, taking into
consideration of these current states, it might be impossible for them to
adopt gold-backed cryptocurrency while their problems remained
unsolved.

On the other hand, with the advent of information technology
such as blockchain and artificial intelligence, the implementation of gold-
backed cryptocurrency is rather easier for other developed countries. As
this study proposed gold-backed cryptocurrency to be implement for
blockchain net settlement, the clearing and settlement could be done
without physically transferring the gold to the transacting parties. Ample
transactions could successfully be done by clicks of a mouse or pressing
of the keyboards.
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Even though there is yet empirical evidence to conclude on the
overall acceptance of gold-backed cryptocurrency for net settlement by
any country, several salient factors might need to be considered. These
factors can be further segregated into economic, political as well as
infrastructure facilities development. Despite the fact that this may be a
more effective method of netting, however, could all the countries afford
to have such a high technology requirement that might cause them
billions of dollars whilst some of them could not even provide basic
necessities to their inhabitants? As mentioned by Informant 2:

“Malaysia may take the initiative. It should start within
Asian countries first prior to becoming internationally
then it could be expanded globally. The most important
thing before implementation is the political willingness to
carry out this idea. That is the most crucial factor. It’s
wonderful idea anyway and should be supported”.

Regulatory Challenge for Gold-backed Cryptocurrency

The participants; who are mainly Islamic finance researcher,
advisor and scholars, were asked during the interviews questions that
aim to underlie the challenges in expanding gold-backed cryptocurrency.
One of the challenges faced by gold-backed cryptocurrency is in term of
legal and regulatory. Financial institutions will face tremendous
hardship operating gold-backed cryptocurrency under current laws. As
Informant 3 expressed it:

“The major challenge is to operate within the existing laws.”

This means that before using a gold-backed cryptocurrency for
blockchain net settlement, a financial institution must have approval
from the central bank and government. It must be officially regulated.
However, the necessity to find an alternative for net settlement process,
as rather than relying solely on the current one, is critical.

According to W.A. Allen & G. Wood (2006) in Defining and
achieving financial stability, the financial history of the last 30 years or
more according to a critic, provides strong support for this case. During
this time, there have been massive problems in banking and finance as
well as other areas of the financial industry all over the world. These
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problems are largely attributable from poor risk management on the
part of financial institutions and other parties during a period when
financial markets were deregulated. The negative effects were
frequently stopped by discretionary official action. It is acceptable to
assert that this experience demonstrates the need for constant
supervision by strong regulators in order for the banking and financial
sector to remain stable.

Through the efforts of bodies like the Basel Committee on
Banking Supervision, the financial regulation industry has expanded
rapidly over the past 30 years, and international co-operation in
financial regulation, which hardly existed in the early 1970s, has risen
concurrently. It would be absurd to refute the fact that these official
activities have made a decisive contribution to the standard for
management in banking and financial institutions (W.A. Allen & G. Wood,
2006).

Due to the fact that blockchain technology and cryptocurrencies
are still relatively new, there is a lack of understanding among regulators
regarding how to implement a regulatory-friendly approach that will
benefit both the Islamic finance industry and its financial institutions. It
is important to thoroughly addressed their concerns, scepticism about
blockchain technology and gold-backed cryptocurrency so that they fully
comprehend how the idea will work for net settlement. Therefore,
financial institutions like the central bank, ministry of trade, ministry of
finance, and securities commissions are struggling to satisfy the
demands of the fourth industrial revolution for cutting-edge net
settlement processes.

Gold-Backed Cryptocurrency Model for Blockchain Net
Settlement Challenges

The respondents were the asked about the challenges that would
arise in transforming Gold-Backed Cryptocurrency Model for blockchain
net settlement into reality. Among the challenges addressed by the
respondents concerning Gold-Backed Cryptocurrency Model were
political will and regulation by the central bank. The followings are the
respondents’ opinions based on the interviews:
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“Malaysia may take the initiative. It should start within Asian countries
first prior to becoming internationally then it could be expanded globally.
The most important thing before implementation is the political
willingness to carry out this idea. That is the most crucial factor. So,
political stability is very important in order to boost this gold-backed
cryptocurrency. It’s wonderful idea and should be supported” (1 1).

“It just that I am anticipating resistant from USA because that will affect
their power of USD. Hahaha....the gold is the competitor whether in normal
currency or cryptocurrency. It’s a big threat to USD, a big threat to the
dollar. So whether America will allow it? I doubt they will allow it. Because
it will really set aside the dollar. I think they would not allow it. Is like
waging a war against USA if you do that. But we have to try!”

(12).

“The major challenge is to operate within the existing laws, apart from
infrastructure. From the political side, it would be very difficult whenever
there is other mechanism that threaten their currency, they will surely take
action. That is among the hindrance. When Dr. Mahathir initiated the idea
of gold dinar to avoid reliance on US dollar, even to use barter system as
long as commodity payment, but the idea has facing strong resistance by
many major powers. So, this is among the challenges that need to address
also from the political side. I strongly believe that, if there is strong political
will particularly from certain economic block. For example, in Southeast
Asian we have ASEAN Economic Block, in the gulf there is GCC. If they come
together as a block and support the idea, then at least within member
countries they can trade and settle using cryptocurrency backed by gold,
that will provide very huge impact” (1 3).

“What we need is a credible party, basically a credible issuer for this kind
of gold-backed cryptocurrency who can ensure the good governance. If we
get this, then we can trust this token like gold-backed cryptocurrency or
any name. If we can ensure like if we buy this gold-backed cryptocurrency,
there is definitely gold-backed and I can transact with it freely and
effectively between countries. That is the first condition. The second
condition is efficiency. So, what is needed is basically someone to push this
idea of gold-backed cryptocurrency” (1 4).
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“Should be more stable because it is backed by something precious. The
gold itself has stable value in the long run. Only that, once you are crossing
the line to be currency. Then would be a challenge. How the central bank
going to regulate this gold-backed cryptocurrency. Another obstacle would
be the genuity of the gold-backed cryptocurrency. Whether the gold is
there commons rate to the holding people or not. Means that, when you are
issuing gold or currency will be equivalent to one thousands grams of gold.
How do you make sure the same issuer will issue another one thousand gold
and the gold is there? Kept in the vault? To me, that is the biggest
challenge” (15).

“An awareness is the main obstacle to convince the public about the
cryptocurrency and the blockchain. Until now, people still do not
differentiate between cryptocurrency and blockchain. So, the first step we
have to educate and spread the awareness among the public (the
blockchain functions and cryptocurrency nature). How do you want to
implement something at international level, but the public have zero
knowledge about it? Secondly, are regulatory challenges. It must be
regulated, otherwise it will subject to speculations and manipulations.
That is the function of law, to control” (1 6).

“Only the percent of gold right now it’s been used for industrial purposes.
There is research on that. Ninety percent of the gold is being used for
decoration, for jewellery, for just keeping it as holy. Ninety percent of the
gold is for non-productive purposes. So my argument is that, you are giving
the commodity which can be used for industrial purposes to have gold
which you can’t, you will not use it for industrial purposes. Then, you are
decreasing your industrial power, your productivity. You will give your
most beneficial resources to other people just to have one resource which
is not super beneficial in term of industry production or other production.
They want to have muslim countries as their slaves! That is my dilemma”.

(17)

“I think, since the technology is new, we need to make sure that there is no
technical problem. Before implementation, we must ensure the foundation,
infrastructure, human capital is well equipped with knowledge. It is
common that economic agenda always parallel with political. So, in this
case, political willingness to carry the agenda is crucial” (1 8).
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“Small country, third world country, should not miss out on this one. If this
is happen with or without us, we should not miss out on it. Even, let say it
is so bad. They still need to develop with our capacity to be able to do not
miss out, with their capability and ability also. We don’t want to miss out
like industrialization, like Ottoman empire. The biggest mistake, we did not
automated when Europe was automated. The industrial revolution we miss
it out. Technology, internet also we miss out to some extent. Not many
country benefits. Now, what you are trying to do is new payment model.
Even we hate it, we still have to diversify our risk, resources, that all
countries should invest even though we hate it. Just try to be not to miss out
from Facebook advantage” (19).

Based on the output from the respondents, political will and
regulatory is crucial to support the model. As stated by I 1, the gold
backed cryptocurrency model needs to play a role in building credibility
by portraying some assurance of how it work in new payment system,
eventually it will improve economic sustainability. Meanwhile, 1 3
suggested that in order for regulators and politicians to fully understand
the idea of a gold-backed cryptocurrency, their concerns and
confusion about it should be thoroughly addressed and answered. Once
they gained a better understanding, hopefully they would enact a law
and make wise decisions that would support the model and strengthen
the economy.

According to Informant 5, the political willingness and regulatory
are essential to boost forward the idea of gold-backed cryptocurrency to
be implement using blockchain for net settlement when reputation has
not been established yet. The respondents (I 2,14 and [ 5) suggested that
political will is vital before the model could be implemented at
international level. To help an idea become a reality, more application
framework success stories and visibility must be promoted.

Meanwhile, in terms of regulatory, the respondents opined that
Gold-Backed Cryptocurrency Model needs to be regulated to generate
awareness, public confidence and trust before it is implemented.
Regulation is a proper management that supports the expansion of gold-
backed cryptocurrency by fostering integrity and stability. In Malaysia,
everything regarding to cryptocurrency are governed by and regulated
by the Malaysia Central Bank (BNM). Once it regulated, slowly it leading
to cryptocurrency growth. The responses summary is tabulated in Table
1.
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Table 1: Gold-Backed Cryptocurrency Model Challenges

Expert I1 I I3 1 I 16 I 18 1 Total
Opinion 2 4 5 7 9
a) Political Vv VNV VY VYV V99
challenge
b) Trust v. v na v v na Vv na v 6/9
c) Legal vV vV VNV VYV V99
d) Awareness na v v v v v Vv na ¥V 7/9
e) Transparency Vv na v v na Vv na Vv 6/9

Challenges and Obstacles

With the realisation of the requirement for digital transformation,
cryptocurrencies have become a major part of touchless financial
transactions. It is essential to address these economic advantages and
challenges in order for people, financial institutions, and the government
to be ready for it.

In KL summit which was held on December 20,2019 at 25th
International Conference on Future of Asia or known as Nikkei
Conference, Kuala Lumpur. Dr. Mahathir was a prime minister at that
time proposing a new gold backed digital currency for net settlement for
East Asian country. This would help protect economies of East Asian
country from manipulation caused by Forex Traders. Dr.Mahathir’s
previous dream of utilising the Islamic dinar for trade can come true with
digital coin. Former President of Iran, Hassan Rouhani made a statement:

“In the past,Dr.Mahathir had wanted to
introduce the Islamic dinar. With new blockchain
technology, we would be able to introduce a
united cryptocurrency to Muslim states with the
cooperation of our central banks. The benefit of
cryptocurrency is that it can cut through
bureaucratic and market fluctuations”
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He added that utilising cryptocurrency or national currency for trade
among Muslim nations can allow these countries to further independent
from over-reliance on the U.S.

The findings showed that the biggest obstacle is a lack of political
will. The second challenge for adopting and implementing a gold-backed
cryptocurrency for net settlement is regulatory issue. The research
focusing on cryptocurrency for the purpose of net settlement is limited.
Therefore, this findings evidence that most cryptocurrency that is not
backed by asset or commodity are volatile with the economic conditions
(M.SM Noh & M.S Abu Bakar (2019). Therefore, the issue of net
settlement has remained unchanged. However, because gold-backed
cryptocurrency is resilient to inflation, this is not the case with it. To that
sense, alternative payment methods that are more efficient and have the
potential to reduce financial turbulence are required for net settlement.

Referring to David K.C.Lee & Ernie G.S Teo (2018), there are still
many challenges for international law and governments to define
cryptography, computational networks, and code, despite China's
beginning regulation on cryptography and software that may turn codes
into legal entities. Consequently, it is challenging to reach a global
consensus on cryptocurrency regulation. It seems likely that
cryptocurrencies would destabilise the fiat system in the near future
because they make up a very small composition of the monetary system.
They strongly claimed the non-fiat stable coin will pose a more direct
threat to the fiat currency system, and in particular the USD reserve
system. If regulation does not keep up with technological advancement,
stable coins issued by non-governmental organisations, like as
technology giants, may have a fair possibility of destabilising the USD-
based monetary system. On top of this, nations with limited resources
can use the technology made available by these private entities(like the
Libra project) to develop digital versions of their national currencies.
With widespread adoption, a country or a collection of countries with
large trade and capital accounts may put pressure on the USD-reserved
based system in a short period of time. That situation is one that we
might see soon.
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Ajouz (2019) notes that the largest barrier in this regard is a lack
of political will. This is true because changing or implementing a new
currency is difficult without the substantial political will and support.
Governments must recognize a currency as legal tender before it can be
used. So, if gold-backed cryptocurrency is to be utilised in Islamic finance
or for net settlement, government approval would be a necessary. M.K
Hassan, A. Muneeza, M. Abubakar and M.A. Haruna (2021) affirm that
lack of governmental support and desire to establish and recognise gold-
backed cryptocurrency is a second challenge brought on by the lack of
infrastructure required to execute it out. This includes lacking the proper
legal, regulatory, and uniform governance standards that should be
adhered to when adopting a gold-backed cryptocurrency in the hopes of
bolstering the trust of its users and stakeholders. They further explained
it is not enough to just apply a Shari‘ah standard on gold; rather,
mechanisms to create a transparent system that promptly discloses all
relevant material information must be put in place in order to foster
systemic trust. Regulating bodies must allow for the development of
gold-backed cryptocurrencies under regulatory sandbox initiatives or in
any other method that would allow for their sustainable development.

According to Billah (2018) suggestion, a properly designed
Shari'ah compliant cryptocurrency shall be led by ethical principles of its
operation at all levels and stakeholders, including market players
(advisors, operators, and facilitators) and regulators (decision makers).
Honesty, transparency, and respect for rights and obligations are a few
examples of such principles. In addition, according to Billah (2018),
Shari'ah-compliant cryptocurrency operations demand that participants
have real-valued assets and producing real-valued goods and services.
This is to ensure that adhering to Shari'ah compliance is more than just
a stamp on a documentation; rather, it has a significant impact on the
transaction, especially in cases like net settlement when the highest
ethical standards are enforced.

A New Framework of Cryptocurrency Backed by Gold

The respondents were the asked about the idea and their opinion
about the new framework of gold-backed cryptocurrency to be
implement for net settlement using blockchain. Among the feedback
spoken by the respondents concerning Gold-Backed Cryptocurrency
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Model were stability because it is backed by real value and it is depended
on the reserve too. The followings are the respondents’ opinions based
on the interviews:

“Of course, by using gold-backed cryptocurrency, it will affect the trade and
net settlement positively. It is better than fiat money and better than the
initial idea of gold dinar from my understanding. It will be less risky
compared to the current practise. Yes, it can provide stability because gold-
backed cryptocurrency is more stable compared to bitcoin it is not stable,
subject to volatility. Stability is the main factor” (1 1).

“Such cryptocurrency backed by gold is highly demanded. If you want
cryptocurrency backed by gold to be succeed, it must be flexible. Flexible in
the sense that if the other party’s option want to redeem cryptocurrency
either in cash or in gold or to retained as cryptocurrency just as
representation of gold. Only that, it could be attractive at international
level for net settlement. In the end, it depend on the reserve. If the
cryptocurrency backed by gold need to be issue, it must be backed by actual
gold in reserve” (1 2).

“If it backed by the real value, yes, I think that is wonderful idea. I think the
model that you are bringing is not that much issue with it, except issue of
infrastructure because if it is backed by gold. It could resolve the problem
of inflation. We will have stable economic system. This will help the
economy of the country to develop, then it will really help the people. There
are certain syariah restriction need to be abided when it comes to gold-
backed crypto but those restriction is easier to be address through the
technology that we have now” (1 3).

“In Islam from syariah, Islam does not impose one type of currency. It is
argued that gold has intrinsic value in it. Since the currency that have
intrinsic value, that could be the best form of currency for some economist.
I think gold-backed cryptocurrency is great for medium of exchange. So
what the cryptocurrency backed by gold can offer in this context is it offer
better security in term of ensuring transparency and governance. Better
governance framework in this digital currency, let put it in this way”

(14).
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“Of course, that will be great. Because of the blockchain, you can slice it to
the smaller grammage. We are blessed with the blockchain. It is practical
now to be applied to be used compared to previous idea of gold dinar. Gold-
backed cryptocurrency is not subject for speculation like fiat money. Of
course, they need to study, they need to do research, to do regulation, to
have law act. It’s not an easy job. Cannot be tomorrow.When reach the
time, they need to react properly” (1 5).

“It would be good options other than fiat money. Because we can override
the exchange rate system. If not, we still trap at the same place. Even China
propose to use Renminbi right, so why not use something else that is backed
by commodity. To me, I don’t see any issue with this idea of cryptocurrency
backed by gold to be use for muqassah. Later on, what happen is it will
minimize the crisis in economy which occurred because of speculations.
The implementation of it, is different issue. We should tackle it wisely”

(16).

“Under the Bretton Wood system, our fiat money is attached with gold.
After the demolition of Bretton Wood system, the fiat money became free
from everything. Not attached with any tangible asset. Gold backed
cryptocurrency is almost stable. You will have more advance feature of
blockchain, more innovation and more flexibility in tokenization process.
So, when you are talking about specifically gold-backed tokenize currency
then you need to have pure gold. I think it is doable if we have regional
economic block or OIC” (17).

“Gold-backed cryptocurrency is different from general cryptocurrency. The
different is term of intrinsic value in that crypto. That’s make Gold-backed
crypto so valuable. At least it is backed by gold, and it secure the value of
money. When the value of money secure, it secure the wealth of our nation.
And the idea is to be implemented, that would superb because we can avoid
on relying on other currency which is more superior than our currency. |
think gold-backed cryptocurrency is more fair compared to fiat money. It
will be better system” (1 8).

“I think from my view, it is good not to have one system, its better to have
multiple system as a model for diversification of risk. Regarding the specific
model, for new entrance in multiple system, the trust is matter. I think it
would give momentum. There is of course the reservation about the gold
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that it will create rigidity in the monetary system because sometime you
now, because government have expansionary policy” (19).

Table 2: The New Framework of Gold-Backed Cryptocurrency

Expert I1 1T I3 I I 16 I 18 I9 Total
Opinion 2 4 5 7
a) Stability vV v VNN VNV VY 99
b) Depend onthe v v na v v na v na na 5/9
Reserve
c) Ensuring vV vV NN VNV VY 99
Transparency
d) Need na v v v v v v Vv Vv 89
regulators
attention
e) Trust v v v v vV na v na v 7/9

After providing comprehensive review of the related literature,
this paper develops a framework on cryptocurrency backed by gold for
net settlement through blockchain technology to enhance financial
stability by analysing in-depth interviews with experts. The findings
show that because blockchain technology is cutting edge, smart
governance (also known as electronic governance) is required in order
to execute the model in order to monitor and validate the net settlement
process. Second, before the idea could become a reality, the government
and financial institutions must first have trust in the system. They should
comprehend the concept of gold-backed cryptocurrencies and why using
blockchain technology to carry out for net settlement makes sense.
Therefore, this findings evidence that the current practise for net
settlement is not feasible because clearing house has its own databases
but currently it does not store all the trade records. A clearing house is
often connected to multiple banks, and banks are highly regulated.
Additionally, a clearing may also be connected to multiple exchanges
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because different currencies have different values in different places.
First, it needs to be converted to US dollars, and then it needs to be
converted back to local currency. To enable the transfer of money from
one account to another account, maybe in another bank, each exchange
maintains its own databases and reports all trades to SCH (Securities
Clearing House). (Wei-Tek Tsai, 2016).

Since we are living in 21st century of digital transformation era,
the features of money have evolved to become digital currency and
cryptocurrency. So, in order to solve the issue of fiat money in
international net settlement, this study propose to use cryptocurrency
backed by gold. The researcher has studied the literature review about
that field and obtained the opinion of the scholars from the interview.
Prior its implementation, there will be issues with regulations and
political will. The following section will explain the details of the analysis
and findings. Thus, it hopes by using cryptocurrency backed by gold
model for blockchain net settlement would solve the problems inflation,
change the value of money, and support to enhance financial
sustainability and stability.

However, the proposed framework might surpass all the hassles
because gold-backed cryptocurrency offers the benefits of both gold and
digital assets without the restrictions of possessing the precious metal
physically. Because gold is a fully fungible asset and a widely accepted
store of value, it is an excellent option for tokenization. Scarcity, a lack of
counterparty risk, and a non-inflationary nature are all features that gold
and blockchain technology have in common. (Nafis Alam, Lokesh Gupta
and Abdolhossein Zameni, 2019). Besides, data sent is more secure
messages with private and public key in-between exchanges, clearing
house and banks. (Wei-Tek Tsai, 2016). As a matter of fact, the Singapore
Exchange has already built such system and "paved the path for real
implementation”. Similar to Hong Kong Exchanges and Clearing Limited,
the Australian Securities Exchange is moving toward a blockchain-based
settlement system. While Hong Kong Exchanges and Clearing Limited is
adopting smart contracts to simplify its post-trade workflows. (Luke
Colle, 2022).

As explain above, this study has achieved its research objective
number two by developing a framework on cryptocurrency backed by
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gold for net settlement through blockchain technology to achieve
economic stability.

Recommendations For Action

Recommendations suggested for policymakers, economist,
regulator, Islamic finance, central bank and information technology
firm.

No. Issues Recommendations

1 | Awareness and regulation Policymaker and Regulatory

e When inventing a
cryptocurrency, it’s
important to think about
what will best serve its
intended use.

¢ Central Bank of Malaysia
and Securities Commission
need to embark on the
enlightenment campaigns
that will improve the
regulators and Financial
Institution awareness on the
role of gold-backed
cryptocurrency and
embrace it for blockchain
net settlement.

¢ Involvement of more
authorities and law-maker
on gold-backed
cryptocurrency issue
hopefully would alert them
on how importance it is and
enhance more regulatory-
friendly approach. Future
researcher might have to
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investigate into this
regulatory challenge.

To determine gold-backed
cryptocurrency actual status
as an asset

Islamic Finance

e Islamic finance academician,

advisor, scholars and
institutions should
collaborate to encourage the
information as well as to
support of gold-backed
cryptocurrency.

e Future researcher should

engage in conversation with
muftis, Shariah advisory
council, Muslim authorities
and experts of Islamic
finance to raise the status of
gold-backed cryptocurrency.

Trustworthiness in the
financial system

Central Banks

e The 2008 Global Financial
Crisis' impact on the demise
of Letter of Credit services
among banks is obviously
still fresh in the minds of
central bankers.

e When the trust in the
existing financial system is
low, the demand for
cryptocurrencies increases.
Future researchers might
need to investigate on this
relevant issue.
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Technology's capability in
terms of competencies, skills,
knowledge concepts,

tools and applications for
financial services

Technology Firm and Start-
up Company

e Government, central bank,
financial institutions,
Ministry of Science,
Technology and Innovation
should partner with IT firms
such as IBM or Start-up to
promote the ideas and
develop on the model.

¢ Considering that the
innovation is still in its
infancy, by
pooling/collaborating with
their resources and talent,
information about gold-
backed cryptocurrency for
blockchain net settlement
might reach them. This
could help them grasp and
comprehend the concept.

e The knowledge technology
should not be limited to
blockchain only, but it
should also incorporate with
Artificial Intelligence,
Python, 5G, Biga Data,
Machine Learning,
Metaverse and Computer
Computing for financial
services.

e As an action-wise
recommendation, future
researchers may want to
explore into this issue in
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order to conduct highly-
impactful research for the
Fintech sector.

Conclusion

This research was conducted to overcome payment settlement
problem by developing gold-backed cryptocurrency model using
blockchain technology which has the potential to improve economic
stability and sustainability. The gold-backed cryptocurrency model was
developed after pre-assessing the gold-backed cryptocurrency
challenges, perception and acceptance factors. This model was then
further evaluated by experts on its suitability as the alternative
mechanism from paper money to be implement for net settlement. The
findings of the study suggested that the proposed model has potential to
enhance financial competence in net settlement.

Overall, the research findings do address the issue in the problem
statement as detailed in the previous sections. Moreover, this study is
valuable to provide a better understanding of how Islamic finance could
tackle cryptocurrency issue and provide robust mechanism for net
settlement. Indeed, a serious commitment between the regulatory,
government, the private sector, the technology firm and politician is
crucial. It ensures the proposed model can be implemented and achieve
the target of improving net settlement problem. Furthermore, if it is
properly designed blockchain can more efficiently integrate the net
settlement and improve the centralized control of gold-backed
cryptocurrency. As a result of blockchain technology's capacity to make
transactions more convenient, safe, transparent, and effective,
eventually gold-backed cryptocurrencies will soon become more widely
accepted worldwide. This discovery leads the researcher to the hadith of
the Prophet where Abu Bakr ibn Abi Maryam reported that he heard the
Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peace says:

“A time is certainly coming over mankind in which there will
be nothing left which will be of use save a dinar and a
dirham” (The Musnad of Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal).
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Kepemimpinan Sejahtera: Konsep Asli Melayu di dalam
Pendidikan Tinggi Untuk Pembangunan Lestari
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Abstract

Leadership for sustainability in the education sector is nascent. Thus, this
paper proposes an indigenous leadership style, yet dynamic and contemporary for
higher education aligned with sustainable development called sejahtera leadership.
The sejahtera leadership concept has been nurtured in a Malaysian public university
context. The founding convener for sejahtera leadership advocates leaders at
universities and beyond to adopt a sejahtera approach in education for sustainable
development since early 2000s. This paper aims to explore how sejahtera leadership
contributes to the education for sustainable development. The underlying question
was investigated by examining the distinct features of sejahtera leadership style and
its practices in higher education for sustainable development. The leadership style
introduced in the context of this paper assures that while indigenous in nature,
sejahtera leadership is well-corresponded with the education for sustainable
development (ESD) agenda, the fourth sustainable development goals (SDGs) on
quality education, and has a deeper meaning given the focus on inner self and outer
elements of social, economic, and environment development.

Keywords: Higher Education, Leadership, Sejahtera, Sustainable
Development, Malaysia.
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Kepemimpinan untuk kelestarian adalah suatu bidang baharu di dalam sektor
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berdasarkan gaya kepemimpinan setempat, dinamik dan semasa bagi tujuan
pendidikan tinggi selari dengan keperluan pembangunan lestari. Konsep
kepemimpinan sejahtera telah terbentuk di dalam konteks universiti awam Malaysia.
Pengasas utama kepada konsep kepemimpinan sejahtera menyarankan bahawa
pemimpin-pemimpin universiti dan selainnya perlu menerapkan dan mengamalkan
pendekatan sejahtera di dalam pendidikan bagi mencapai pembangunan lestari.
Persoalan dasar ini dikaji dengan meneliti dan mengupas apakah ciri-ciri tersendiri
kepemimpinan sejahtera dan implikasinya ke atas amalan bagi pendidikan untuk
pembangunan lestari. Gaya dan bentuk kepemimpinan sejahtera yang diperkenalkan
di dalam penulisan ini memperlihatkan bahawa ia bukan sahaja mempunyai sifat
setempat malah selaras dengan agenda pendidikan untuk pembangunan lestari,
matlamat pembangunan lestari yang ke empat iaitu pendidikan berkualiti.
Kepemimpinan sejahtera juga mempunyai makna dan kesan yang mendalam kerana ia
memberi fokus kepada sifat dalaman seseorang dan hubungkaitnya dengan elemen
luaran dalam aspek sosial, ekonomi dan alam seKitar.

Kata Kunci: Pendidikan Tinggi, Kepemimpinan, Sejahtera, Matlamat
Pembangunan Lestari, Malaysia.

Introduction

Global issues like climate change, imbalance life on land and
below water, extreme poverty and hunger, irresponsible consumption
and production, poor health and water supply, and others create
unsustainable present and future. Thus, there is an increasing need for
effective and collaborative actions to increase awareness and
understanding on sustainable development through education (Argento
et al, 2020; Manteaw, 2012; Satrianawati & Fu, 2019). Tertiary
education institutions such as universities have traditional roles in
providing higher learning, conducting research, and servicing
communities aim at creating a knowledge society. The knowledge
society, in turn, is expected to be more responsible and sustainable in its
actions (Luetz et al, 2019; Spangenberg, 2005). Central to these roles,
the universities are involved directly in developing students to become
knowledgeable members and future leaders of a society.

Like most nations of the world, Malaysia has responded to the
calls for sustainable development, for instance, through the
establishment of Local Agenda 21 that stresses the requirement of
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education institutions to practice and implement education for
sustainability (Joseph, 2013; Hanifah & Shaharudin, 2017; Reza, 2016).
The critical role of universities in developing the students for sustainable
development has been incorporated into the Malaysian education
philosophy that emphasizes on ‘balanced’ and ‘harmonious’ individuals
with soul when it says:

Education in Malaysia is an on-going effort towards further
developing the potential of individuals in a holistic and
integrated manner, so as to produce individuals who are
intellectually, spiritually, emotionally and physically
balanced and harmonious, based on a firm belief in and
devotion to God. Such an effort is designed to produce
Malaysian citizens who are knowledgeable and competent,
who possess high moral standards, and who are responsible
and capable of achieving high levels of personal well-being as
well as being able to contribute to the harmony and
betterment of the family, the society and the nation at large.

The Malaysian education philosophy stresses continuous efforts to
develop many good attributes of individuals with a bottom line to
achieve a high level of personal well-being. This educational philosophy
is considered indigenous to Malaysia that was originally expressed in the
native-cum-national language, i.e.,, Malay language. For the purpose of
this paper, the literal equivalent of “kesejahteraan,” i.e., “well-being” will
be used throughout the paper. “Kesejahteraan” used in the national
education philosophy is a derivative from the word “sejahtera,”
pronounced as “sejah.te.ra”, an indigenous term used in the Malay
Archipelago (Zulkifly, 2021).

Based on the standard Malay language dictionary, “sejahtera” is
defined as safe and prosperous, happy and peaceful, safe and protected
from disaster such as distress and disturbance (Institute of Language
and Literature, 2005). Holistic and wholesome features are incorporated
in the term sejahtera itself. According to Magni (2017), by exploring
indigenous knowledge in greater depth, a society can better understand
and benefit from the sustainable development agenda. This
philosophical stance mooted the idea of sejahtera leadership, a local
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leadership concept that has been advocated by the leadership of
International Islamic University Malaysia (IIUM) since its inception but
has been extensively reinforced from 2019. It is noted that leadership is
a common concept with many definitions that can be attributed to traits,
characteristics, behaviors, roles, styles, and skills. But a fundamental
definition for leadership is a process of motivating others to collaborate
in pursuit of a common goal (Vroom & Jago, 2007). Thus, sejahtera
leadership is a process of motivating others to collaborate and
accomplish common goals in a sejahtera (i.e., safe, prosperous, happy,
peaceful, safe, and protected from disaster) manner. According to the
founder of sejahtera leadership concept, this leading process is not only
about the others and the external goals, but also embracing the ‘self and
the inner dimensions of the leaders including their spiritual
consciousness (Dzulkifli, 2020).

Leadership for sustainability in the education sector is at infancy
(Tasc1 & Titrek, 2020) and consequently it faces many challenges and
barriers (Foley, 2021; Malik, 2018). In the reviews of issues and trends
in education for sustainable development, the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) shifted the
focus from Agenda 21 to the fourth Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) on quality education with a set of ambitious and challenging
targets (Leicht et al., 2018). Inspired by this cue, the objective of this
paper is to propose an indigenous leadership style, yet dynamic and
contemporary that is universal in approach for sustainable development
in higher education: the sejahtera leadership. Using a contextual setting
of a Malaysian public university, the researchers explore a primary
question on how sejahtera leadership contributes to the education for
sustainable development. To answer this question, the study used
qualitative content analysis on key literatures on sejahtera concept and
its operationalizations in a Malaysian public university context and
identified key features of the sejahtera leadership. Next, the features of
sejahtera leadership were positioned in the education for sustainable
development (ESD) framework. Finally, a comparison between sejahtera
leadership and other leadership style was made to conclude the analysis.
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Education for Sustainable Development

UNESCO has emphasized the importance of education as the
foundation for building peace and driving sustainable development
through the ESD agenda (UNESCO, 2020). Although UNESCO's global
education agenda has its time limit by 2030, it is expected that the
education agenda would remain as top priority of all nations for a long
time because it is a basic and natural human right to serve good purposes
on earth through truthful learning. The philosophy of ESD movement is
to empower learners to make informed decisions, undertake responsible
actions for environmental integrity, economic viability, and create a just
society for present and future generations (Jickling, 2005; Kioupi &
Voulvoulis, 2019; Rieckmann, 2018). The ESD promotes a holistic
educational approach that addresses learning content and outcomes,
innovative pedagogy and ‘learning by doing’, and community
engagement in achieving sustainable change (UNESCO, 2020).

Sustainability agenda is not only meant for policy makers, but
also leaders in organizations, and managers in industries. It is everyone’s
responsibility to ensure sustainability of the earth, and education must
provide effective teachings that empower learners to contribute for
sustainable development (Agbedahin, 2019). An integrated learning and
teaching approach is important to ensure knowledge that is delivered
cuts across multiple disciplines appropriate to address the complex
sustainability issues (Caniglia et al, 2018; Rieckmann, 2018). For
example, although regular financial assistance can eliminate poverty at
times, educational programs help alleviate poverty over time especially
in the intergenerational transmission of poverty (Guo et al., 2019).
Studies have shown that educational activities can significantly
contribute positive changes for individuals, societies, economies and
viewed as a fundamental solution for all issues (Boak et al., 2020; Brown
& James, 2020)

The fourth SDG set by the United Nations (UN) is on education
aiming to ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote
lifelong learning opportunities for all. In addition, the education goal is
targeted to ensure, among others, that all learners acquire knowledge
and skills needed to promote sustainable development including
promotion of sustainable lifestyles, a culture of peace and non-violence,
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global citizenship, and appreciation of cultural diversity (SDG target 4.7)
(UNESCO, 2020). All nations support these aims and scholars emphasize
the indispensable role of education as a powerful tool for peaceful and
sustainable development (Cars & West, 2015; Ferreira et al, 2021). For
example, Sweden is one of the countries that took proactive action in
introducing ESD into their formal education system through its inclusion
in the curriculum and innovative learning and teaching approaches (Cars
& West, 2015).

The Concept of Sejahtera and Sustainability

The word sejahtera is a multifaceted concept that construes a
deeper meaning than any single English word can convey. Sejahtera has
no equivalent in other languages neither can it be accurately translated
into different languages because it is deeply rooted in the Malaysian
society and cultural values (Dzulkifli, 2020).

Unless we are able to translate our words into a language that
can reach the minds and hearts of people young and old, we
shall not be able to undertake the extensive social changes
needed to correct the course of development. - Gro Harlem
Brundtland. In: Our Common Future preface (Gadotti, 2008, p.
21).

In Malaysian educational context, the underlying goals of the National
Education Philosophy (NEP) that was formulated in 1988 are to develop
balanced and harmonious individuals integrated with good elements of
intellectual, spiritual, emotional, physical, faith, knowledge, competency,
moral, and responsibility (Al-Hudawi et al,, 2014). Equipped with these
holistic elements, the NEP envisioned that the Malaysian citizens are
capable of achieving a high level of personal well-being (or sejahtera)
and able to contribute to the harmony and betterment of the family,
society, and the nation. According to Gadotti (2008, p. 29), sustainability
is closely linked with well-being and a sustainable life is a lifestyle that
promotes well-being for everyone in harmony (dynamic balance).
Therefore, the Malaysian indigenous concept of sejahtera is well-fit with
the notion of sustainability, and Malaysians who have achieved the
sejahtera state would be in harmony and balanced to contribute for
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sustainable development. The opening statement of the NEP is itself
indicating a sustainable aspiration of the Malaysian education system to
continuously develop the state of sejahtera at individual level (Azmi,
2000). According to Dzulkifli (2020), the Malaysia’s National Education
Philosophy (NEP) implies a personal development process towards an
achievement of individual ‘quality of life’ that is both sustainable and
balanced that is embodied in sejahtera as a way of life.

Sustainability may not exist explicitly in the Malaysian NEP, but
the word ‘on-going’ in the education’s philosophy is directly linked with
a general definition of sustainability. Terminologically, sustainability
refers to something that is capable of being continued at a certain level.
By adding the word ‘development’ to sustainability, the resulting word
sustainable development (SD) defines a long-term effort to continuously
being at a certain level. The United Nations (UN) formulated a specific
definition for SD as “development that meets the needs of the present
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their
own needs” (Bergman et al, 2018, p. 3). Based on the UN Brundtland
Report, for SD to be achieved, it is crucial to harmonize the elements of
social, economy, and environment which are then crucial for the well-
being of individuals and societies. Again, the word ‘well-being’ in this SD
statement fits with the concept of sejahtera as discussed in the
introductory section above.

Taken together, sejahtera is (a process to achieve) a state that
keeps every decision and action in harmony and balanced between a set
of elements (Dzulkifli, 2020). In the case of sejahtera in a Malaysian
context, there are ten elements (summed up by the acronym SPICES)
that make up this indigenous concept holistic and universal in approach
that encompasses: (1) spiritual, (2) intellectual, (3) emotional, (4)
physio-psychological, (5) ethical, (6) cognitive, (7) cultural, (8) societal,
(9) ecological, and (10) economic. The SPICES of sejahtera focuses
inward (i.e.,, spirituality) as the primary thrust that is vital for
maintaining a harmonious balance within the other elements and larger
societal framework. A state that keeps each element balanced denotes
sejahtera as illustrated in Figure 1.
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Figure 1. The ten elements (SPICES) of sejahtera.
Source: Adopted from Dzulkifli (2020) for this study.

As observed, central to the sejahtera concept is the ‘heart’ that
represents each human being's inner self which is interconnected with
the outer six elements that circle an individual. A person is considered
being in sejahtera when he or she can keep the six inner elements
balanced and in harmony with each other. A sejahtera person then will
have the capability to keep the outermost four elements in balance and
harmony guided by the self-sejahtera state particularly in decision
making and interaction process.

Sejahtera Leadership Complements ESD

As Jackson (2017) highlighted several gaps related to lack of
educational research or philosophy on ESD framework, this paper is
expected to fill the gaps by contributing insights on educational
philosophy and practices in ESD framework from the Malaysian context.
In so doing, the sejahtera leadership definition is reinstated as a process
of motivating others to collaborate and accomplish common goals in a
sejahtera (i.e., keeping a balanced, safe, prosperous, happy, peaceful,
safe, and protected from disaster) manner combining the SPICES
elements. This orientation concurs with the third International Day of
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Education on 24 January 2021 under the theme ‘Recover and Revitalize
Education for the COVID-19 Generation’, that says that it is timely for
leaders in educational institutions at all levels to review their education
policy and system (Pokhrel & Chhetri, 2021). Bearing this educational
theme, the sejahtera leaders at higher education institutions have an
important role to keep a balanced motivation (for self and others) at the
center of the recovery process. More importantly, the sejahtera leaders
need to revitalize the existing higher education system to be more
flexible so that no one would be excluded from the new mode of remote
learning (Sirat et al., 2020). A sudden shift of the learning and teaching
environment in Malaysian context that is conducted predominantly
through face-to-face in a physical setting at the university (classically
known as ivory tower for the elitist) had been transformed to a more
flexible and open place of education.

Remote learning is not a norm in Malaysia. Although the national
Higher Education Blueprint (2015-2025) has promoted remote learning
including online learning, open and distance education, and massive
open online courses (MOOC), the take-up rate at higher education
institutions was rather slow. A slower usage of remote learning is more
apparent to the disadvantaged and marginalized groups because they
often lack access to educational technology and internet coverage
(Pokhrel & Chhetri, 2021; Sirat et al., 2020). The COVID-19 pandemic - a
blessing in disguise - creates opportunity for leaders and educators at
the higher education institutions to revitalize the learning and teaching
system without leaving anyone behind and expedite the remote learning
initiatives (Kalantzis & Cope, 2020; Kato et al., 2020; Peters et al.,, 2020).
These initiatives are consistent with the fourth SDGs on education
aiming to ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote
lifelong learning opportunities for all.

Amid COVID-19 pandemic, there is also opportunity for sejahtera
leadership to position its philosophy and complement the ESD agenda by
advocating the balanced way of life concept among the SPICES elements
(Dzulkifli, 2020). Changes - regardless in a good or bad form - always
trigger resistance among individuals. Thus, sejahtera leaders need to
motivate and keep the inner state of every individual at balance and in
harmony so that they are capable to decide and act in a sejahtera way
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towards others and their environment. This paper will discuss a case at
one of the Malaysian public universities to illustrate the application of
sejahtera leadership initiatives that complement the ESD.

The Case of International Islamic University Malaysia?

The idea of sejahtera in education was first introduced in early
2000s at the Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM) by the then Vice Chancellor,
Professor Emeritus Tan Sri Dato’ Dzulkifli Abdul Razak to promote
transformational mindset changes that adopt the concept of balanced
and sustainable development through education (Dzulkifli et al., 2018).
Since then, various discourses and initiatives on sejahtera being
conducted locally and internationally involving academics, practitioners,
students, stakeholders, and communities including support from the UN
Regional Centre of Expertise (RCE). In the case of International Islamic
University Malaysia (IIUM), sustainable development is explicitly
specified in the university’s second mission statement as follows:

To produce better quality intellectuals, professionals, and
scholars by integrating quality of faith (iman), knowledge
(‘ilm), and good character (akhlaq) to serve as agents of
comprehensive and balanced progress as well as sustainable
development in Malaysia and in the Muslim world.

In addition, the seventh mission statement aims:
To develop an environment which instills commitment for

lifelong learning and a deep sense of social responsibility
among staff and students.

1[IUM is the sixth public university in Malaysia (out of total 20 public universities).
The university was established in 1983 to integrate Islamic values, world views, and
global orientations into its humanities, scientific, and technical curriculum. As of
2018, the IITUM has 14 faculties, five centres of excellence, and about 2,000 academics
with an enrollment of 26,000 students coming from 117 countries. To date, the IIUM
has more than 90,000 alumni. Source: Accessed from

https://www.iium.edu.my/v2 /about-iium-2/ on 24 May 2021.
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These two mission statements indicate the relationship between
sejahtera concept and ESD that is being translated into a balanced
progress and sustainability-led initiatives in [IUM. Overall, the [ITUM
missions are positioned in line with the fourth SDG on quality education
and actualizing in its educational goals as listed below:

® Nurture graduates who are balanced and harmonious (insan
sejahtera) as stipulated in the National Education Philosophy,
crafted on values-based holistic and integrated education for
sustainable development (Education 2030).

® Provide conducive shared learning (culture of iqra’) ecosystem
geared towards the convergence of knowledge founded on the
Tawhid (affirmation of the absolute Oneness of Allah swt) in
realizing comprehensive excellence.

e Engage in research and innovation that are relevant to maqasid
al-shariah? and sustainable development goals (SDGs) aimed at
mercy for all the world (rahmatan lil-alamin).

® Nurture insan sejahtera (a balance and harmonious person),
equipped with useful knowledge and specialized skills, and
committed to Islamic values and practices imbued with integrity,
amanah, iman, akhlaq, and taqwa?3 towards the realization of
virtuous civilization.

The appointment of Professor Emeritus Tan Sri Dato’ Dzulkifli
Abdul Razak - the initiator of sejahtera concept for sustainable
development through education - as the sixth Rector (equivalent
position to Vice Chancellor in British Commonwealth countries) at the
[IUM in August 2018 was timely to revitalize the whole-institution
system. Following the ESD five priority action areas for 2030
implementation framework (UNESCO, 2020), the next sections
methodically discussed the most recent sejahtera leadership initiatives
at the [IUM that complement the ESD agenda.

2 Magqasid al-shariah means intent, objective, and purpose with a desire to create
harmony with others according to the Islamic way.

3 English translation of values include: amanah (trust), iman (faith), akhlaq (morality),
and taqwa (piety).
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1. Advancing policy

Top leaders at higher education institutions have a critical responsibility
to bring about changes needed to engender ESD agenda (Arbuthnott,
2009). At IIUM, the Rector who is the initiator of sejahtera leadership
concept and a strong advocate for sustainable development together
with the university’s Senate Members reviewed the Malaysian National
Education Philosophy, the IIUM vision and missions, and charted a
roadmap for sustainable change at the whole university. In doing so, the
terms sejahtera (quoted from the national education philosophy) and
sustainable development (quoted from the university’s mission) are
further emphasized in the university’s educational goals, academic
framework, programs, and course learning outcomes including
extracurricular activities and administrative support systems.

In terms of education quality assurance, the Office of Knowledge
for Change and Advancement (KCA) is responsible to ensure that the
sejahtera and sustainable development agenda are monitored and
assessed for every program of study at the university, especially during
formal education and learning process. The university also encourages
project-based and hands-on learning activities in the community
embedded with sejahtera and sustainability themes (Dzulkifli & Lihanna,
2019). In April 2020, IITUM was officially recognized as a Regional Centre
of Expertise (RCE) on ESD by the United Nations University and joined
the other 179 RCEs worldwide.

2. Transforming learning environments

Learning environment at the university needs to be aligned with the ESD
principles covering both hard and soft infrastructures (Leicht et al,
2018). At the IIUM, a solid time bound plan for whole-institution
transformation and implementation of sejahtera and ESD is evidenced,
and the planning document is available online on the university’s
website for everyone’s reference. A regular meet up between the Rector,
as the champion in sejahtera leadership and sustainable development
and staff is not only restricted to administrative purposes but also
actively involved in advocating, motivating, and cultivating a balanced
and sustainable culture.
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The Sejahtera Academic Framework (SAF) document, for
example, was officially launched in January 2021 outlines the future of
academic direction at [IUM with the theme of humanizing education for
rahmatan lil-‘alamin (a mercy for all creation) post COVID-19 disruption.
Translating the SAF into action, the whole learning environment and
system at [IUM are focusing on empowerment, flexibility, innovation and
accountability in every decision and action through community co-
learning beyond the classroom (formal and informal), academic course
offerings (e.g., Sustainable Development: Issues, Principles and Practices
for undergraduate course and Sejahtera Leadership for postgraduate
course), innovative teaching and assessment methods, and responsible
research. The SAF document also provides strategies for a whole
institution transformation, including the enabling university services
that could enrich the students’ learning experience and life (Lihanna et
al, 2021).

3. Building capacities of educators

The educators remain key actors in facilitating learners’ transformation
by helping and motivating them to change themselves and society
(Rieckmann, 2012). At IIUM, a systematic and comprehensive sejahtera
and ESD capacities development is advancing progressively. The Rector
initiated a series of workshops on the Future Scenario Building: A Virtual
Journey to IITUM 2040 among leaders, academics, and administrative
executives at all levels. The primary aim of the workshop was to map the
road ahead for [IUM beyond the ESD 2030. Secondary to that, it was a
deep reflection session and participants of the workshop were asked to
connect to their inner selves and have meaningful communications with
each other about where, why, when, what, and how about the university
before charting the way forward.

The future building workshop was a professional development
program that gives the opportunity for staff to envision the future of
[IUM by using the existing sejahtera academic framework and
sustainable development principles. At the same time, workshop
participants had the opportunities to further develop the understanding
on ESD and sejahtera through knowledge sharing, peer-to-peer learning,
and experts coaching as well as transformative and innovative
pedagogical approaches that can bring out the best hearts and minds of
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those who are concerned with the sejahtera and sustainable future of the
university (IIUM, 2021).

4. Empowering and mobilizing youth

The young people are a central part of ESD implementation because it is
their present and future that become the concern of all agendas (Pauw
et al, 2015). At IIUM, the ultimate educational goal is to nurture insan
sejahtera (a balanced and harmonious person), equipped with useful
knowledge, skills, values, and practices towards the realization of
virtuous civilization. The unsustainable development consequences will
be left to them should there be no attainment of personal well-being and
movement on ESD initiatives. The university leverages heavily on the
roles of knowledge to develop the students’ full potentials from both
physical and spiritual aspects. Thus, the knowledge imparted at the [ITUM
is total, complete, and inclusive of the ten elements of sejahtera (i.e., the
SPICES) complemented with the Islamic values and sustainable
development goals.

To facilitate this action, the university creates opportunities for
the students to acquire real life experience, empower each other and
develop social network through project-based learning and
extracurricular activities that emphasize on sustainable issues or
agendas within and outside of the classroom and campus. In 2020, [IUM
won eight RCE award for innovative projects on ESD. Two outstanding
flagship projects were on whole-community transformation through
‘feed to educate’ and change the world that proved that [IUM students
could act as facilitators and future leaders for enhancing the sejahtera
and sustainable capacities of others among the non-government
organizations, school children and community members (IIUM, 2019).

5. Accelerating local level actions

Impacts from education for sustainable development are most likely to
be meaningful within the community. Unlike a well-regulated
environment at the university, it is the people’s lives at the community
level that all sustainability issues take place and interrelate with social,
environment, and economic systems (Sinakou et al., 2019). Local level
actions always remain as one of the priority areas for university and this
is in line with the third mission for every higher education institution,
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that is, to serve the community and become an active changing agent. At
[IUM, the recognition as one of the UN Regional Centres of Expertise
(RCE) for Greater Gombak has intensified the role of [IUM for whole
community transformation at the locality. The IIUM main campus is
located in Gombak, a district located in the state of Selangor, Malaysia
and geographically situated within the Klang Valley (also known as Kuala
Lumpur). Gombak has about a total area of 650km?2 with a total
population of 630,000 and it is also a home to an indigenous Orang Asli
settlement.

The RCE Greater Gombak aims to transform and empower the
community with spirituality and sustainability values in creating a
balanced and harmonious living through the sejahtera leadership and
ESD movements. As sustainable issues are borderless, the IIUM RCE
Greater Gombak’s functions are more widespread and cover other areas
and states. The RCE Greater Gombak adopts a real-world laboratory
approach to education and facilitates multidisciplinary interventions
towards sejahtera and sustainable development. This approach allows
the RCE Greater Gombak to connect academics and students from the
university with various actors from public authorities, non-government
organizations, private companies, media, educational stakeholders, local
leaders, and all people in the community for a more realistic engagement
and collaboration (Wan Zahidah et al,, 2021).

Summary of the IIUM Case

Sejahtera leadership concept at IUM complements the ESD very
well and it promotes quality education in the whole university and
society with special attention to both individual and societal
transformation. Taken together, all the university level activities
complied with the UNESCO framework for ESD 2030. Slowly at first, but
the university increasingly gets involvement and commitment from all
university leaders, educators, learners, and communities, and the
initiatives are taking a steady momentum although hampered by the
COVID-19 pandemic. Although the sejahtera concept is not new to the
Malaysian education sector, its operational implementation is less
acknowledged, and its rich meaning has become diluted and lost in the
modern days (Dzulkifli, 2020). Thus, sejahtera leadership initiatives
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rejuvenate the indigenous value of sejahtera and offer a significant
balanced leadership style for everybody in support of the sustainable
development goals.

Comparing Sejahtera Leadership with Sustainable
Leadership

This paper recognizes other leadership styles that also advocate
virtuous values in the process of motivating others towards
collaborative actions to achieve common goals. However, it is worth
highlighting the distinctive features of sejahtera leadership compared to
other leadership styles, specifically the sustainable leadership style and
give further insight of the sejahtera leadership unique values. A case
study of ESD implementation at schools in Latvia found that there is no
universal formula to define sustainability and the actions conducted by
the heads of the school were simply categorized as sustainable
leadership initiatives (Ilisko & Badyanova, 2014). According to McCann
and Holt (2010, p. 209), the term of sustainable leadership is originated
in the business practice for sustainability, and a definition of sustainable
leadership in business is simplified as a “concerned with creating current
and future profits for an organization while improving the lives of all
concerned.” In the context of education, sustainable leadership takes a
different meaning and is defined as “sustainable educational leadership
and improvement preserves and develops deep learning for all that
spreads and lasts, in ways that do no harm to and indeed create positive
benefit for others around us, now and in the future” (Hargreaves, 2007,
p. 224). Sustainable leadership definition developed by Hargreaves
(2007) is further elaborated in parallel with the sejahtera leadership
concept discussed in this paper.

Both sustainable and sejahtera leadership styles aim to create
continuous positive outcomes for others. If sejahtera leadership has its
ten elements of SPICES for sustainable development through education,
then sustainable leadership has seven principles of sustainability in
education: (1) matters, (2) lasts, (3) spreads, (4) does no harm to and
actively improves the surrounding environment, (5) promotes cohesive
diversity, (6) develops and does not deplete material and human
resources, and (7) honors and learns from the best of the past to create
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an even better future (Hargreaves, 2007). In this regard, both leadership
styles have contradicting themes. But it can be viewed as complementing
each other because sustainable leadership focuses on the criteria of
leadership for sustainability and sejahtera leadership focusing on the
leader’s dimension for sustainability.

According to Tas¢1 and Titrek (2020), sustainable leadership
should start at individual level and self-awareness is important to
become a sustainable leader. The sustainable leaders need to understand
the multifaceted sustainability issues and have interdisciplinary visions
for the future. Therefore, leadership for sustainability progresses and
transcends the transformational leadership style and has strong values on
facilitation and teamwork. On this note, sejahtera leadership supports the
sustainable leadership style because central to the sejahtera concept is the
‘heart’ that represents each human being's inner self which is interconnected
with six internal elements of the individual as illustrated in Figure 1
(Dzulkifli, 2020). It is argued that a sejahtera individual will have the
capability to keep the social, cultural, economic, and ecological elements in
balance and harmony guided by the self-sejahtera state particularly at
decisions making and interactions process.

A quick analysis on the sustainable leadership principles
developed by Hargreaves and Fink (2012) indicates that it generally
enriches the sejahtera leadership concept in terms of strategies or
initiatives for the ESD. Although specific strategies for each leadership
style appear to be distinct, both sejahtera leadership and sustainable
leadership had the same strategic focus. Guided by the UNESCO priority
action areas for ESD 2030 implementation framework, key educational
strategies identified for the sejahtera leadership and sustainable
leadership are summarized in Table 1. Based on Table 1, both leadership
styles aimed to: (1) advance the educational policy, (2) transform the
learning environments, (3) build capacities of the educators, (4)
empower and mobilize the youth, and (5) accelerate the local level
actions.
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Table 1. Leadership strategies for the ESD priority action areas

Area Sejahtera Leadership | Sustainable Leadership
Advancing policy Revitalizes the | Promotes cohesive
existing policy and | diversity and avoids
promotes a balanced | aligned
cohesion of | standardization of
educational policy
philosophies
Transforming Plans for  whole | Improves the
learning institution surrounding
environments transformation educational
environment

Building capacities

Facilitates leadership

Restructure education

of educators roles among staff in | institution’s leadership
charting the future of | team
institution

Empowering and | Develops students’ | Increases student voice

mobilizing youth potentials in physical | through learning to
and spiritual aspects | learn

Accelerating local | Intensifies whole | Creates local capacity

level actions community that include parents
transformation at the | and other community
locality constituencies

Conclusion

The leadership style introduced in the context of this paper
assures that while indigenous in nature, sejahtera leadership is well-
corresponded with the ESD agenda, the fourth SDG on quality education,
and has a deeper meaning given the focus on inner self and outer
elements of social, economic, and environment development. In
particular, the case study of sejahtera leadership initiatives for ESD in the
[IUM confirms that leaders at the Malaysian higher education
institutions and beyond should fundamentally revitalize a sejahtera (i.e.,
balanced and harmonious) consciousness of self and others. Maintaining
a state of sejahtera corresponds with sustainable development
principles that is to harmonize the elements of social, economy, and
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environment which are crucial for the well-being of individuals and
societies (UNESCO, 2020).

Sejahtera leadership is distinct in that it emphasizes on the inner
elements of individual leaders as well as the outer elements of
surrounding environment during the process of motivating others to
collaborate for a sustainable future through education. Specifically,
sejahtera leadership uses the ten elements of SPICES as a guiding
principle in the leading process and aims to achieve a state of sejahtera
in every aspect (Dzulkifli, 2020). Sejahtera leadership emphasizes the
need for sejahtera educational transformation as the key enabler for
sustainable development. Educational leaders and leaders in the future
need to prioritize their actions in the institutions or organizations so that
they can develop sejahtera and sustainability capabilities in others
especially among the youth and communities.

Implications and Direction for Future Research

Although the onset of sejahtera leadership concept was in higher
education setting, the conceptual operation of its leadership style is
somewhat universal in approach. Leaders at other levels of educational
institutions - preschool, primary and secondary in particular - are
encouraged to adopt the sejahtera leadership style and adapt the
strategies and initiatives implemented by the IIUM in developing
balanced young generation and future leaders. Other organizations like
business entities, non-profit agencies including community associations
are welcomed to practice the sejahtera concept and find the balance and
harmony between the ten elements of SPICES for every decision and
action. The indigenous and yet dynamic ideas of sejahtera leadership
towards sustainability are expected to benefit other leadership styles
including sustainable leadership in business by enriching and balancing
the sustainable strategies of profitable organizations. For instance, a
study conducted by Selvarajah et al. (2020) among 1,140 managers in Sri
Lankan organizations emphasized that the foundation for sustainable
leadership capacity building lies on “finding the balance between
complex interlinked living systems” (2020, p. 16).
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The sejahtera leadership initiative is concerned with revitalizing
the indigenous Malay concept of sejahtera and its implementations in
educational and lifelong learning contexts. Scholars have suggested that
to develop sustainability competencies, education for sustainable
development should not start from pedagogies. Instead begin with
worldviews and then link education with the cultural and traditional
views of learners (Demssie et al, 2020). In line with this suggestion, the
key feature of sejahtera leadership concept lies in its continuous efforts
to develop individuals - through education and training - that are
balanced (sejahtera) by incorporating the SPICES elements that
contributes for sustainable quality of all creations. More research will be
needed to verify this sejahtera leadership concept in other contextual
settings such as in business, sciences or technological fields, and describe
actual strategies or initiatives for each element of the SPICES in more
detail. Future research is also suggested to explore and share the best
ways for leaders to achieve balance between the ten elements of SPICES,
for example, from the Gross National Happiness framework (Zulkifly,
2021).
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Abstract

This study attempts to use Big Data Analytic Techniques to investigate the
views of Millennial Muslims on the effectiveness of scholars/preachers on cyber-Islam.
Two eminent scholars, Bilal Philips, and Mufti Menk have been chosen for this purpose.
It examines the changing expressions and manifestations of Islam because of historical
epochs and contexts. For example, the modern world is in its "post-postmodernist”
stage and context, which necessitates a rethinking of previous debates and discourses
on Islam. The Millennial Age is discussed, as well as its characteristics and their
implications for Muslim expression of Islam. Cyber-Islam is the study of the intersection
of Islam and online platforms. There is a review of academic literature on Bilal Philips
and Mufti Menk. This study's methodology is to incorporate data mining methods to
create a framework that can be used effectively to analyze the Twitter content and
followers of Bilal Philips and Mufti Menk from an Islamic perspective. The study reveals
various facts about Millennial Muslims as well as the way Islamic knowledge is
communicated via social media. The study concludes that combining social media
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Abstrak

Kajian ini cuba menggunakan teknik analisis data besar untuk menyiasat
pandangan umat Islam milenium mengenai keberkesanan ulama/pendakwah
mengenai [slam siber. Dua ulama terkemuka, Bilal Philips dan Mufti Menk, telah dipilih
untuk tujuan ini. la mengkaji perubahan ungkapan dan manifestasi Islam kerana zaman
dan konteks sejarah. Sebagai contoh, dunia moden berada dalam tahap dan konteks
"pasca-postmodernis”, yang memerlukan pemikiran semula perdebatan dan wacana
sebelumnya mengenai Islam. Zaman Milenium dibincangkan, serta ciri-ciri dan
implikasinya terhadap ungkapan Islam Islam. Cyber-Islam adalah kajian persimpangan
Islam dan platform dalam talian. Terdapat ulasan mengenai kesusasteraan akademik
mengenai Bilal Philips dan Mufti Menk. Metodologi kajian ini adalah untuk
menggabungkan kaedah perlombongan data untuk mewujudkan rangka kerja yang
boleh digunakan dengan berkesan untuk menganalisis kandungan Twitter dan
pengikut Bilal Philips dan Mufti Menk dari perspektif Islam. Kajian ini mendedahkan
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pelbagai fakta mengenai umat Islam Milenium serta cara pengetahuan Islam
disampaikan melalui media sosial. Kajian ini menyimpulkan bahawa menggabungkan
kajian media sosial dengan kajian Islam dapat memberikan gambaran yang lebih
lengkap mengenai umat Islam kontemporari dan penglibatan dalam talian mereka
dengan Islam.

Kata Kunci: Cyber, Islam, Millennial Muslim, Penggunaan, Kesan, Bilal Philips, Mufti
Menk.

Introduction

Since the Covid-19 pandemic, it has become abundantly clear that
social media is an essential communication network that has kept people
connected all over the world. People could still interact transnationally
even during national lockdowns. In this regard, the potential of social
media to open new avenues for human interactions is only just beginning
to be realised. According to Regina Luttrell, social media is catalysing one
of the greatest global transformations in history.! While social media is
changing the present and the future, it has also changed the past. Jason
Steinhauer provocatively argued that history has been transformed into
“e-history,” where the very notions of the past are radically inscribed
onto the internet and social media platforms.2 The curious question is to
see if and how social media has affected the understanding and
expression of Islam.

Muhammad Ali has suggested that the internet made Islam more
complex than ever. The commonly espoused binary of ‘devout Muslims’
and ‘nominal Muslims’ break down on the Internet.? The internet
ushered in new ways of Muslims interacting with one another as well as
with others. Rosemary Pennington advised Western reporters and

! Luttrell, R. (2015). Social Media: How to Engage, Share, Connect. London: Rowman &
Littlefield Publishers, p. 38.

2 Steinhauer, J. (2022). History, disrupted: How Social Media and the World Wide Web Have
Changed the Past. Cham, Switzerland: Palgrave Macmillan.

3 Ali, M. (2011). The Internet, cyber-religion, and authority: the case of the Indonesian
Liberal Islam Network. In Weintraub, A. N. (Ed.), Islam and Popular Culture in Indonesia
and Malaysia. New York: Routledge, p. 102.
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researchers to tune into Muslims on Twitter when they are covering the
Muslim communities. As an example, she says that when terrorist attacks
occur, a usual search on Twitter will show Muslims condemning the
terrorist attacks. Pennington sees this as a good critique of the ‘why don’t
Muslims condemn terrorism?’ canard.* In instances, social media is the
key medium by which to spread Islamic knowledge. Due to the anti-
religious policies of the Soviet Union, many Muslims in Kazakstan were
uneducated about the religion. Wendell Schawb found that the “piety
movement” in Kazakstan promoted Islamic knowledge by simplifying
Islamic knowledge for social media consumption.® The multifaceted
intersections between Islam and social media are numerous.

This research paper attempts to shed some lights on how
important and influential social media is to the communication of Islam
in contemporary times. It focuses on the social media interactions of two
popular religious authorities: Bilal Philips and Mufti Menk. By
investigating how both Bilal Philips and Mufti Menk portray Islam online,
several objectives can be met. The research will use Big Data Analytics
techniques to see if a synergy arises, where the benefits of both are taken
advantage of in advancing the cause of Islam as well as the Millennial
Muslim'’s effective use of cyber-Islam. The research aspires towards
suggesting some useful ways that will motivate the other scholars in
Academia to emulate the example of both Bilal Philips’ and Mufti Menk’s
ideas on using the social platform effectively to address Millennial
Muslims.

Importantly, this research will seek to detail the characteristics
and traits of the Muslim audiences who interact online with both
scholars. This research will thus integrate new methodologies into
[slamic studies, correct mistaken or misconceived perceptions on Islam,
as well as provide a typology of the online Muslim Ummabh.

The second section grounds the entire research on a firm basis of
historical processes and their effects on the expressions of religion in
general and Islam in particular. This section will critique some of the

4 Pennington, R. (2018). New Media and Muslim Voices. In R. Pennington & H. E. Kahn
(Eds.), On Islam: Muslims and the Media. Indiana University Press, p. 116.

5> Schawb, W. (2018). Visual Culture and Islam in Kazakhstan: The Case of Asyl Arna’s
Social Media. In M. Laruelle (Ed.), Being Muslim in Central Asia: Practices, Politics, and
Identities. Leiden: Brill, pp. 159-160.
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standard discussions held on Islam in the contemporary world by
highlighting their inadequacies. The third section delves into the
‘Millennial Age’ and explores the characteristics and unique features of
the Net Generation, Generation Z, and the Millennial Generation. The
fourth section provides an overview of the field of Cyber-Islam and
explains important concepts and contributions to the study of Islam’s
online presence. The fifth section discusses the academic literature
regarding Bilal Philips and Mufti Menk, highlighting the important
themes used in understanding their thought. The sixth section provides
the methodology of Big Data Analytics alongside in analysing the
moderate approaches to Islam. By fusing both the methodology with the
approach, a unique framework can be utilised in understanding Bilal
Philips and Mufti Menk’s social media interactions. The seventh section
analyses the Twitter accounts of Bilal Philips and Mufti Menk, alongside
the content of their posts on Twitter. The eighth section analyses the
Twitter followers of Bilal Philips and Mufti Menk, seeking to determine
their traits and characteristics. The ninth and final section provides an
interpretation of the results, emphasises the significance of the results,
as well as concludes the research paper on the optimistic note that
further research can be done in this field.

Expressions of Islam in Context and the Millennial Age

The intersection of historical criticism and religious studies has a
long history. The historical-critical method enabled European
academics, intellectuals, and scholars to comprehend religious texts as
part of a larger historical context. It is widely assumed that the
Enlightenment introduced the historical-critical approach to religion.
David R. Law corrects this view, by showing how the historical-critical
method has its roots in the Renaissance and Reformation.® Related to this
is the historicising tendency in religious studies. Giovani Casadio argues
that expressions of religions are part of a complex historical process.” He
finds this historicising tendency in the “Islamicate Western Asia” among
Islamic scholars like Abu Rayhan al-Biruni and Abd al-Karim al-

& Law, D. R. (2012). The Historical-Critical Method: A Guide to the Perplexed. London:
Continuum, p. 26.

7 Casadio, G. (2016). Historicising and Translating Religion. In M. Stausberg & S. Engler
(Eds.), The Oxford Handbook of the Study of Religion. Oxford University Press, p. 34.
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Shahrastani. Both these scholars pioneered the historical and
anthropological study of religions.8

Contemporary research in Islamic studies recognises how Islamic
theology arose from historical configurations. Nimrod Hurvits studied
the famous Mihna of Caliph Al-Mamun and Ahmad b. Hanbal. Hurvits
finds that such an event makes clear how historical power struggles had
widespread ramifications on Islamic thought.® The study of religion must
be done in tandem with the historical circumstances defining the
expressions of religion.

Given how historical developments invariably affect religious
expression, the question naturally arises as to whether the
contemporary milieu affects Islamic expression. Many academics and
scholars have already responded to this question. Oliver Leaman shown
how Muslims in the contemporary world are grappling to understand
Islam in the face of contemporary challenges.1? John L. Esposito & John
0. Voll chart the many figures who helped form “Contemporary Islam”.
Among these figures are intellectuals like Ismail Ragi Al-Faruqi and
politicians like Anwar Ibrahim.11 Carl W. Ernst recognises that the
contemporary concept of Islam is influenced largely by the East-West
interaction, including colonialism.12

While the subject of Islam and its involvement in the modern
world is fascinating, one might wonder if it has also become dated. Jeffery
T. Nealon has provided a tantalising suggestion. He argues that the
contemporary world has gone beyond postmodernism and is now in a
state of “post-postmodernism”.13 Following up on this suggestion, it can
be stated that if postmodernism is already dated, then modernism is also
outdated. In their discussions of Islam in the contemporary world,
Leaman, Esposito, Voll, and Ernst refer to issues of modernity, the

8 1bid., p. 43.

% Hurvits, N. (2016). Al-Mamun (r. 198/813-218/833) and the Mihna. In S. Schmidtke
(Ed.), The Oxford Handbook of Islamic Theology. Oxford University Press, p. 658.

10 _eaman, O. Controversies in Contemporary Islam. New York: Routledge.

11 Esposito, J. L. & Voll, J. O. (2001). Makers of Contemporary Islam. Oxford University
Press, chapter 1 & 8.

12 Ernst, C. W. (2003). Following Muhammad: Rethinking Islam in the Contemporary
World. The University of North Carolina Press, p. 200.

13 Nealon. J. T. (2012). Post-Postmodernism or, the Cultural Logic of Just-In-Time
Capitalism. Stanford University Press.
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modern world, modernisation, the modern age.1* This means that such
discussions, while no doubt beneficial, do suffer from a severe problem.
They hardly consider socio-historic developments in the contemporary
world that occurred after modernity and even after postmodernity.

To understand Islam in the contemporary world, one must
acknowledge that the modern society has already changed dramatically.
These changes have had an unprecedented impact on how Muslims
interact and engage with Islam today. Social media is an important part
of contemporary Muslim engagement. The social media age is known as
the "Millennial Age." A look at the characteristics of the Millennial Age is
required to better understand how Islam is represented in
contemporary times. This will be explained further in the following
section.

Don Tapscott interviewed 11,000 young people to see what the
qualities of the “Net Generation” were. Tapscott held that young people
differed from previous generations primarily due to the effect of the
internet. In his comprehensive survey and study, he found eight
characteristics of the “Net Generation”. These characteristics are:
freedom,  customisation,  scrutiny, integrity,  collaboration,
entertainment, speed, and innovation.!> Tapscott holds these eight
characteristics are “rooted” in the “media diet” that younger people grow
up on.16

In his research, Tapscott presents a bold thesis. The key
difference between the “Net Generation” and past generations is the
matter of “digital immersion”. Younger people are connected to the
internet from their youth to adolescents and beyond. This “digital
immersion” leads their brains to being rewired differently than usual.l”
In short, the young generation think digitally, because their brains are
formed digitally.

Corey Seemiller and Meghan Grace define Millennials as anyone
born from 1981 till 1995. They describe the common traits of Millennials

14 E.g. Leaman, p. 73; Esposito & Voll, p. 136; Ernst, p. 130.

15 Tapscott, D. (2009). Grown Up Digital: How the Net Generation Is Changing Your
World. New York: McGraw-Hill, p. 74.

16 |bid.

17 Tapscott, pp. 101-119.
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as digitally connected, optimistic, and focused on self.18 Interestingly,
Seemiller & Grace hold that Generation Z comes after Millennials. That is,
anyone born after 1995 is not a Millennial; rather, he or she belongs to
Generation Z. Seemiller & Grace provide important statistics regarding
Generation Z and their relation to technology. 91% of them use
smartphones to access the internet. They prefer smartphones to all other
electronic devices, even including laptops. The median age for
Generation Z to get their first smartphone is 12 years old. Adults use the
internet on their smartphones for 3 hours as a daily average.l®
Surprisingly, young people aged 16 to 24 use 1/3rd of their online time
on social media.2?

Andrea Hershatter & Molly Epstein refer to the “Millennial
generation,” particularly regarding the attitudes to work and
management. Hershatter & Epstein find that Millennials have a greater
propensity for online “content creation” and “engaged interaction” with
internet domains. For instance, the December 2008 Pew Internet and
American Life survey found that 59% of teenagers create online content.
Other studies found that 1/3rd of all college students already have their
own blogs.?1

Abhishek Dwivedi & Clifford Lewis examined how millennials
used social media. They found that social media offered millennials a
coping mechanism for their personal problems, a reduction in loneliness,
and a way to strengthen self-identity.?2 Thus, social media usage plays a
crucial role in the personality and identity of millennials.

Admittedly, there is some ambiguity. The “Net Generation,”
“Generation Z,” and “Millennial Generation” are not identical. What is
similar to all three of them is the emphasis on using the internet, digital
interactions, and social media usage. While a “Millennial Age” is not
strictly accurate, the notion covers what is considered as the “Digital

18 Seemiller, C. & Grace, M. (2019). Generation Z: A Century in the Making. New York:
Routledge, p. 11.

10 1hid., p. 40.

20 1bid., p. 46.

2L Hershatter, A. & Epstein, M. (2010). Millennials and the World of Work: An
Organization and Management Perspective. Journal of Business and Psychology, 25, pp.
213-4.

22 Dwivedi, A. & Lewis, C. (2021). How millennials’ life concerns shape social media
behaviour. Behaviour and Information Technology, 40(14), pp. 1478-9.
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Age”. Alberto Acerbi understood that the Digital Age has led to
considerable cultural change across the world.23 Rosamund Sutherland
speaks of the “21st-century digital age” and how it affects education and
also social issues.?* Ayala Fader has detailed how the “Digital Age” has
brought religious doubt amongst Orthodox Jews.2>

While the "Digital Age" is a more concrete term than
"contemporary world" for understanding Muslim interactions and
engagement with Islam today, the "Millennial Age" will be kept for its
nuance. The term Millennial refers to youth and a generation, whereas
the term Digital does not. To understand how Islam is portrayed in
contemporary times among Muslim youth, one must investigate, among
others, how Muslims interact with their religion online. This will be
addressed in the following section.

On Cyber-Islam & Cyber-Muslims

Gary R. Bunt has done much to shed light on contemporary
Muslim engagement in the Digital Age. A crucial notion for Bunt is what
he calls “Cyber Islamic Environments”. He justifies this notion by arguing
that it is a “significant task in its own right” for academics and
researchers to outline the online landscape of which Muslims interact
in.26 One of the most important aspects of the Muslim reaction to the
terrorist attacks of 9/11 is the “Cyber Islamic Reactions” for which Bunt
provides three chapters of analysis.2” The upshot of Bunt’s position is
that a major way in which Muslims engage with issues relating to Islam
is via online interactions.

In a later work, Bunt developed his notion of Cyber Islamic
Environments (CIE) into a corollary notion of iMuslims. According to
Bunt, iMuslims are cyber-Muslims who engage within CIEs, by

2 Acerbi, A. (2020). Cultural Evolution in the Digital Age. Oxford University Press.

24 Sutherland, R. (2014). Education and Social Justice in a Digital Age. University of
Bristol, Policy Press, p. 55.

%5 Fader, A. (2020). Hidden Heretics: Jewish Doubt in the Digital Age. Princeton
University Press.

% Bunt, G. R. (2003). Islam in the Digital Age: E-Jihad, Online Fatwas, and Cyber Islamic
Environments. London: Pluto Press, p. 5.

27 See: Bunt, chapter 4, 5, 6.
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expressing their faith in digital contexts.28 Bunt provides a sophisticated
approach to CIEs and iMuslims. He utilises Annemarie Schimmel’s
phenomenological approach to Islam, where she unpacks the various
symbolisms used by Muslims. In the same way, Bunt considers CIEs as
providing a phenomenology of how iMuslims experience their religion.2?
From this perspective, CIEs is an important source of knowledge, for it
provides details of the Muslim subjectivities towards Islam which
usually are hard to gain from a simple study of canonical texts.

Bunt goes further in another work, showing how CIEs challenge
the standard notions of religious authority on Islam. Because of the
plethora of views on Islam espoused in CIEs, a useful Figh tool that can
help navigate the vast data on Islam online is that of Jjtihad. In Bunt's
view, the concept of Ijtihad can make sense of CIEs where a plurality of
often dissimilar views are espoused about Islam.3? This has led to the rise
of “celebrity religious figures” whose views are popular, despite these
figures not being traditional religious scholars.31 The study of such
celebrity figures in CIEs can shed light on how Ijtihad allows Muslims
from different parts of the world to articulate their own views by infusing
these views with Islamic elements.

Mohammed el-Nawawi & Sahar Khamis hypothesise that the
cyberspace has become a “virtual Ummah” for Muslims to unite under a
multiplicity of identities. El-Nawawi & Khamis borrow Benedict
Anderson’s notion of “Imagined Communities” and applies it to the
“virtual Ummah”.32 While there are differences amongst Muslims in
cyberspace, there are also important similarities and agreements. For
instance, on the issue of Palestine-Israel conflict, Muslims in cyberspace
seem to share the same political views.33

Sana Patel recognises that Muslim youth usually connect to religious
authorities via social media interactions. Patel says a common way to

28 Bunt, G. R. (2009). iMuslims: Rewiring the House of Islam. The University of Carolina
Press, p.6.

2 bid., p. 78.

%0 Bunt, G. R. (2018). Hashtag Islam: How Cyber-Islamic Environments Are Transforming
Religious Authority. The University of Carolina Press, p. 71.

31 1bid., p.72.

32 E]-Nawawi, M. & Khamis, S. (2009). Islam Dot Com: Contemporary Islamic Discourse
in Cyberspace. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, p. 113-4.

3 bid., p. 123.
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sustain a connection is via Muslim youth engaging in follows, likes, and
retweets of content uploaded by religious authorities on social media.3*
Saminaz Zaman uses the notion of “Cyber-Mufti” to make a similar point.
Zaman speaks of the popularity of “virtual Islam” which is “radically
transnational”.3> This transnational quality allows Muslims to explore
I[slamic content not limited to their own locales or narrowed to their own
specific communities.

Even serious academia has begun to gravitate towards the
potentials of digitisation. Dagmar Riedel points out how the digitisation
of Islamic manuscripts has led to many scholars of Islamic studies
keeping prominent social media accounts, on Facebook and Twitter, to
cater for enthusiasts of the Muslim textual heritage.36

Philip N. Howard has shown how Twitter and Facebook are used
in “Political Islam”.37 In another work, Philip N. Howard & Muzammil M.
Hussain demonstrated how the Arab Spring occurred due to the use of
social media platforms.38 The interactions between Islam and politics
cannot be understood properly without also considering the social
media aspect. Itis hard to disagree with Jon W. Anderson who said that
the internet radically changed how Muslims network with one another.3°
Indonesia and the Malay World, the academic journal published by
Routledge, had a special issue on “Practicing Islam through social media
in Indonesia”. Martin Slama argued that the intersection of Islam and
“New Media” is a field that is “so dynamic today” due to the advancement

34 Sana Patel. (2022). Hybrid Imams: Young Muslims and Religious Authority on Social
Media. In R. Rozenhal (Ed.), Cyber Muslims: Mapping Islamic Digital Media in the
Internet Age. London: Bloomsbury Academic, pp. 38-9.

35 Zaman, S. (2008). From Imam to Cyber-Mufti: Consuming Identity in Muslim America.
The Muslim World, 98(4), pp. 469-470.

% Riedel, D. (2016). Of Making Copies There Is No End: The Digitisation of Manuscripts
and Printed Books in Arabic Script. In E. Muhanna (Ed.), The Digital Humanities and
Islamic & Middle East Studies. Berlin: De Gruyter, pp. 68-9.

37 Howard, P. N. (2011). The Digital Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy: Information
Technology and Political Islam. Oxford University Press.

% Howard, P. N., & Hussain, M. M. (2013). Democracy’s Fourth Wave? Digital Media
and the Arab Spring. Oxford University Press.

39 Anderson, J. W. (2005). Wiring Up: The Internet Difference for Muslim Networks. In C.
W. Ernst & B. B. Lawrence, (Eds.), Muslim Networks From Hajj to Hiphop. The
University of North Carolina Press, p. 252.
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of digital technologies.#? Slama’s point is true for Muslims communities
across the world, not just in Indonesia.

This article will look at how Muslims in the Millennial Age
perceive and practice Islam through online interactions with two well-
known and popular religious leaders: Dr Bilal Philips and Mufti Menk.
While their reputations precede them, it is worthwhile to sketch the
academic literature on their views, works, and perspectives. This will be
addressed in the following section.

On Bilal Philips & Mufti Menk

Bilal Philips was born in Jamaica in 1947. He went to live in
Canada where he converted to Islam in 1972. He studied Islam in Saudi
Arabia and got his doctorate from University of Wales.4! According to
Roald, Bilal Philips “deliberately avoids” calling himself a Salafist, even
though his ideas are in line with Salafism. She also accuses Philips of
supporting underage marriage with girls below puberty.42

In another work, Roald provides perhaps the most in-depth
analysis of Bilal Philips’ views. Many new Muslims in Scandinavia read
the works of Bilal Philips. They typically read more books by Bilal Philips
than by any other scholar.#3 Roald characterises Bilal Philips’ books as
“convert writing within the Salafi approach”.#4 She criticises Bilal Philips
for his condemnation of Ibn Arabi, the famous Sufi, as a pantheist and
Kafir.4> She likens Philips’ view to that of the Khawarij, who declare a
Muslim to be a disbeliever just for sinning. Roald records a convert to
Islam who complained that Bilal Philips was too strict in his judgement
of Muslims who sin.#¢ Roald also criticises Bilal Philips for rejecting the
Darwinian Theory and for being anti-scientific. She blames such a
position for lowering the education of Muslims in the West, as they reject

40 Slama, M. (2018). Practicing Islam through social media in Indonesia. Indonesia and the
Malay World, 46(134), p. 1.

41 Roald, A. S. (2012). The Conversion Process in Stages: New Muslims in the Twenty-
First Century. Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations, 23(3), p. 351.

42 |bid., p. 352.

43 Roald, A. S. (2004). New Muslims in the European Context: The Experience of
Scandinavian Converts. Leiden: Brill, p. 213.

4 Ibid., p. 214.

% Ibid., p. 215.

% Ibid., p. 216-7.
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science for the sake of religion.*” Bilal Philips’ most popular book in
Scandinavia is his work entitled The Evolution of Figh.*8 Roald critiques
this book by saying that Philips rejects a synthesis of Figh views and
instead advocates for a unified fixed view on Figh.#?

Lasse Lindekilde says Bilal Philips is intolerant towards
homosexuals, Shia, supports Shariah rules of beating women, as well as
expressing “violent jihad” and even performing this on Youtube.>? At the
same time, Lindekilde analyses the Dutch media for its reaction to Bilal
Philips’ visit to Denmark. Fifty-two instances of intolerant remarks
against Bilal Philips was found in the Dutch media coverage of his visit.51
The mainstream media, at least in Denmark, is highly critical of Bilal
Philips.

Studying Dabiq, the magazine produced by ISIS, Géran Larsson
found that Dabiq (ISIS) had officially labelled Bilal Phillips as an apostate
from Islam.>2 In the 14th issue of Dabigq, ISIS declared that Bilal Philips
was equal to Christians and Jews.>3 Clemens Holzgruber has provided an
in-depth study of Bilal Philips and ISIS. Holzgruber refers to J. M. Berger
who alleges that Bilal Philips converted American soldiers to Islam, and
then used them in the Bosnian War in 1992. Bilal Philips is said to have
had connections with Al-Qaeda members which is why he was listed as a
co-conspirator in the 1993 World Trade Centre bombing. Bilal Philips
denies the allegations.5*

Bilal Phillips founded the Islamic Online University in 2007,
which provides free online lessons on Islam. His Facebook page has over
six million followers. Bilal Philips has been banned from entering the

47 1bid., p. 218.

“8 Ibid., p. 219.

49 Ibid., p. 220.

%0 Lindekilde, L. (2014). The Mainstreaming of Far-Right Discourse in Denmark. Journal
of Immigrant & Refugee Studies, 12(4), pp. 364-5.

*1 Ibid., p. 368.

52 Larsson, G. (2017). Apostasy and Counter-Narratives—Two Sides of the Same Coin:
The Example of the Islamic State. The Review of Faith and International Affairs, 15(2), p.
48.

%3 Spier, T. E. (2018). Extremist Propaganda and Quranic scripture: A ‘radical’ corpus-
based study of the Dabiq. Discourse & Society, 29(5), p. 561.

%4 Holzgruber, C. (2020). Pierre Vogel’s and Bilal Philips’ Criticism of Jihadism. Journal
of Muslims in Europe, 9(2), p.153.



Millennial Muslims and Use of Cyber-Islam: A Case Study of Bilal BES)
Philips and Mufti Menk on Twitter and their Impacts

United Kingdom, Germany, and Denmark.>> In 2016, ISIS published an
article in Dabiq entitled: “Kill the Imams of Kufr in the West”. ISIS urged
Muslims to murder Bilal Philips because he was an apostate from Islam.56
Interestingly, Bilal Philips was arrested in 2014 on charges of being an
[SIS recruiter.57

Holzgruber carefully analyses Bilal Philips’ critique of Jihadism.
According to Holzgruber, Bilal Philips’ critique revolved around four
themes, which include the need to follow wasatiyya (moderation) and
reject ghulu (extremism).>8 Holzgruber understand Bilal Philips to hold
the view that Jihad primarily is a matter of struggling against yourself to
become a better Muslim. Philips gives priority to the inner struggle of
becoming a better Muslim than to violence against others.>? Bilal Philips
attacked the Takfiri tendency of Jihadists who say rulers are disbelievers
simply because the rulers’ sin.®® Bilal Philips rejected the idea of
establishing Shariah Law in Western countries. Moreover, even within
Muslim countries, Bilal Philips held that education was the key to
spreading greater awareness amongst Muslims. He felt this was the
correct way to reach Islamic rule, not through use of force or social
impositions.®! Holzburger concludes that Bilal Philips showed “clear-cut
and consistent opposition” to Jihadism.62

Shady Elmasry identifies Bilal Philips as one of the “founders of
the Salafi movement in America”. Bilal Philips was the first Westerner to
have enrolled at the Islamic University of Medina.?3 Dean Beekers sees
Bilal Philips as part of the “new kind of leaders” in Muslim communities.
Bilal Philips is among the “English-speaking transnationally travelling
preachers” who enjoy great popularity amongst young Muslims.®4 Iman

%5 Ibid.

% bid., p. 150.

5 1bid., p. 151.

%8 1bid., p. 152.

% 1bid., p. 157.

% 1bid., p. 162.

&1 Ibid., p. 165.

82 |bid., p. 169.

8 Elmasry, S. (2010). The Salafis in America: The Rise, Decline and Prospects for a Sunni
Muslim Movement among African-Americans. Journal of Muslim Minority Affairs, 30(2),
p. 222.

64 Beeker, D. (2015). A moment of persuasion: travelling preachers and Islamic pedagogy
in the Netherlands. Culture and Religion: An Interdisciplinary Journal, 16(2), p.202.
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Dawood points out that Bilal Philips was initially accused of being an
Ikhwani. In 2001, Bilal Philips responded to this accusation, by openly
declaring he was Salafi.e> Adis Duderija considers Bilal Philips as being a
“Neo-Traditional Salafi” in the western context.66

This overview of the academic literature on Bilal Philips shows
the major areas in which his thought is studied. He is discussed as a
convert to Islam, a person who holds intolerant views towards other
Muslims as well as non-Muslims; he is discussed in relation to matters of
Jihad and violence, as well as often referred to in the context of
sectarianism amongst Muslims.

Sana Patel explains that Mufti Menk, the Zimbabwean scholar, is
a popular religious figure online. He has seven million followers on
Twitter. He is known best for his motivational tweets that use humour to
attract young Muslims.6” His style of communication is comforting and
encouraging, not preachy. His approach and soft tone appeal to many
Muslim youth in contrast to the sternness found in preachers like Yasir
Qadhi.®® Menk’s approach to conveying Islam strikes a chord with people
nowadays, such that even Nicki Minaj, the famous hiphop singer in
America, follows Mufti Menk on Twitter.6® No other Muslim religious
figure has attracted an American female singer to his social media
account, apart from Mufti Menk.

Mulki Mohamed Al-Sharmani identifies Mufti Menk as a popular
online source for religious learning for Somali Muslims in Finland.”®
Despite the popularity of Mufti Menk on CIEs, the academic literature has
hardly anything to say about him. What sparse information is provided
usually refers to his run-in with the Singaporean authorities. In 2017,
Singapore banned Mufti Menk from giving a lecture. Kumar Ramakrishna

%Dawood, 1. (2020). Who is a ‘Salafi’? Salafism and the Politics of Labelling in the UK.
Journal of Muslims in Europe, 9(2), p. 249-250.

% Duderija, A. (2014). Neo-Traditional Salafis in the West: Agents of (Self)-Exclusion. In
S. Yasmeen & N. Markovi¢ (Eds.), Muslim Citizens in the West: Spaces and Agents of
Inclusion and Exclusion. Surrey: Ashgate Publishing Limited, p. 135.

5 Patel, p. 43.

8 1bid., p. 44.

8 Ibid.

0 Al-Sharmani, M. M. (2015). Striving Against the ‘Nafs’: Revisiting Somali Muslim
Spousal Roles and Rights in Finland. Journal of Religion in Europe, 8(1), p. 118.
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sees this as a negative result of Singapore’s “Muscular Secularism”.”
Muneerah Ab Razak says Singapore considers Mufti Menk as a threat,
because Singapore looks at Islam through the lens of securitisation
where every articulation of Islam is considered as potentially
undermining national security.”? Even before 2017, Mufti Menk ran afoul
of Singaporean authorities. In 2015, Singapore banned Mufti Menk from
entering the country, because Singapore considered Mufti Menk’s view
of not saying ‘Happy Christmas’ as an expression of extremism.”3 Qutside
of the Singapore debacle, Nerina Rustomji praises Mufti Menk’s use of
humour and modesty when discussing matters of sex.’* Conversely,
Nadeem Mahomed accuses Mufti Menk of being a homophobe.”>

According to the academic literature, Bilal Philips appears to be
more studied than Mufti Menk. While the academic literature has hinted
at Bilal Philips' and Mufti Menk's social media and online influence, there
is a clear gap in the academic literature when it comes to studying closely
both their online presence, religious messaging, and engagement with
Muslims in the Millennial Age. The following section describes the
methodology for a more in-depth examination of Bilal Philips' and Mulfti
Menk's roles in the Cyber Islamic Environment.

Methodology & Approach

Twitter was chosen as the social media platform for analysis in
this study. This is because of two factors. For starters, because of the
various data mining tools available, Twitter is better suited for extensive
textual analysis than other social media platforms. Text metadata can be
processed faster than videos on YouTube, Instagram, and TikTok.
Because of the 280 character word limit, tweets are short and to the

"1 Ramakrishna, K. (2018). ‘Diagnosing “extremism”: the case of “Muscular” Secularism
in Singapore’. Behavioral Sciences of Terrorism and Political Aggression, 11(1), pp. 26-
47.

2 Ab Razak, M. (2019). “World-class Muslims”: Examining the Discursive Construction
of a Singapore Muslim Identity. The Muslim World, 109(3), p. 427.

8 Abdullah, W. J. (2017). Conflating Muslim “Conservatism” with “Extremism”:
Examining the “Merry Christmas” Saga in Singapore. Journal of Muslim Minority Affairs,
37(3), pp. 344-356.

4 Rustomji, N. (2021). The Beauty of the Houri: Heavenly Virgins, Feminine Ideals.
Oxford University Press, p. 160.

5 Mahomed, N. (2016). Queer Muslims: between orthodoxy, secularism and the struggle
for acceptance. Theology & Sexuality, 22(1-2), p. 66 n10.
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point, conveying the message as directly as possible. This favours textual
analysis of Twitter over textual analysis of Facebook. Second, according
to Twitter's User Profile Study, 80% of users access Twitter via their
smartphones. Furthermore, 81% of users use Twitter at least once per
day.”¢ The User Profile Study shows that Millennials use Twitter
regularly. This helps this study analyse the regular user interactions with
Bilal Philips’ and Mufti Menk’s Twitter accounts.

This study has mined a sample of 5000 Twitter for each scholar.
The scraping timeline covers till January 2022. The tweets were mined
using Git Hub's Twin Project. The pattern discovery was partly made
with Python’s Pandas library. The following steps will be taken when
analysing the content of both scholarly accounts. Within tweets, specific
words will be targeted. Because tweets are only 280 characters long,
specific words appearing in a single tweet can be considered keywords
conveying important information. To avoid counting repeated words in
a tweet multiple times, the search algorithm will only count one word
per tweet, even if the same text is posted with a different date. Mufti
Menk's replies have also been classified as tweets.

Interpretation
Evaluation

l Sx.lulmn | IPln.plou.«mL] l Tr'mslo:m"mon I [ Data ITIII)II\E l

= ‘ Target Pnpmcuxud ‘ ‘ 'lrinsiomud Pattern / K Aedge ‘
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Figure 1. Overall processes of pattern discovery in Big Data analytics. Note:
Adapted from Review on the application of machine learning algorithms in the
sequence data mining of DNA (p. 5), by Y. Aimin et al, 2020, Frontiers in
Bioengineering and Biotechnology.

76 See: Aaron Moy, “Four insights about millennials on Twitter”, Twitter Blog, 2014,
https://blog.twitter.com/en_us/a/2014/four-insights-about-millennials-on-twitter
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The Rahma Lil 'lamn concept will be used to calibrate the specific
word search into an efficient information extraction method. This notion
comes from Qur’an: (21:107) which states:

{It was only as a mercy that We sent you [Prophet] to all people}””

H. R. H. Prince Ghazi held that the Prophet had sympathy and
compassion for all people, “not only to the believers”.”8 He cites Q.21:107
as the basis for this idea. He also cites Q.21:107 as evidence of the Divine
Love towards non-Muslims.”® In another work, Prince Ghazi describes
Islam’s concept of God using the twin notions of Mercy & Love.80 He also
describes the purpose of the creation of mankind as to do kindness to
others.8! For the purposes of this research, the notion embodied in
Q.21:107 translates onto the cyberspace. The prophetic message has a
merciful stance towards all the users in cyberspace. Mercy, love, and
kindness all arouse what is called “positive affect”. In behaviour studies,
positive affect is positive emotions that bring a positive mood to a
person.82 It can be suggested that Q.21:107 emphasises that Islam has
within it elements that arouse a positive effect in everyone. In tandem
with positive affect, there is also “negative affect”. In behaviour studies,
negative affect includes negative moods such as guilt, shame, fear, anger
etc.83 In Islam, notions of fear and anger, for instance, exist too. Thus, the
elements of Islam can be broadly characterised as those which produce
positive affect and those that produce negative affect. Since these are
scientific terms with specific meanings, it must be kept in mind that no
normative judgement is passed on either affects.

7 Abdel Haleem, M. A. S. (2005). The Quran: A New Translation. Oxford University
Press, p. 208.

8 Prince Ghazi, H. R. H. (2010). Love in the Holy Quran. Chicago: Kazi Publications, pp.
82-3.

™ 1bid., p. 70.

8 Prince Ghazi, H. R. H. (2018). A thinking person's guide to Islam: the essence of Islam in
12 verses from the Qur’an. London: Turath Publishing, chapter 3.

8 Ibid, chapter 4.

8 Miller, D. N. (2011). Positive Affect. In S. Goldstien & J. A. Naglieri (Eds.),
Encyclopedia of Child Behaviour and Development. New York: Springer, pp. 1121-2.

8 Stringer, D. M. (2013). Negative Affect. In M. D. Gellman & J. R. Turner (Eds.),
Encyclopedia of Behavioural Medicine. New York: Springer, pp. 1303-4.
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Using the notion of Rahma Lil ‘Alamin, this research will
categories key Islamic terms into two categories: positive words and
negative words. Examples of pairs will illustrate this:
reward/punishment, good/evil, halal/haram, forgiveness/guilt,
paradise/hell, etc. The positive words are related to the Rahma (Mercy)
of Islam, which all people regardless of faith will feel positively about.

Words that evoke a positive mood, such as "friendship," will be
considered positive. Other words that evoke a negative mood, such as
'hudd law," will be considered negative. Because of their connotations
within Muslim culture, neutral terms that are not immediately negative,
such as Companions (Sahaba), will be considered positive. Whether or
not the evoked moods are justified is unimportant in this study; what
matters is how the audience reacts to these terms. Whereas, negative
words will inform on the preferences and communicative choices that
both scholars make.

In addition to examining the content of both scholars, this study
will examine their followers. Each scholar will have 5,000 followers
chosen at random and analysed. Key characteristics and traits of these
online users will be identified, and a typological portrait of the audience
base will be created. The analysis of followers also aids in determining
whether there is any correspondence between the positivity or
negativity advocated by these scholars and their audience base. The
following section begins with an examination of the contents of Bilal
Philips' and Mufti Menk's accounts.

Mufti Menk & Bilal Philips Twitter Content

An overview of both Twitter accounts is necessary. Mufti Menk
joined Twitter on February 2011. He posted 11,485 tweets from then till
January 2022. In this time frame, he accumulated 8.3 million Twitter
followers. Bilal Philips joined Twitter on May 2011. He posted 35,600
tweets from then till January 2022. In this time frame, he accumulated
1.1 million Twitter followers.

Both Mufti Menk and Bilal Philips were active on Twitter for over
a decade. Yet a disparity between them can be noticed. Bilal Philips has
posted over 300% more Twitter content than Mufti Menk. In contrast,
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Mufti Menk has gained over 700% more followers on Twitter than Bilal
Philips.

Paul Wouters, Zohreh Zahedi, and Rodrigo Costas have
introduced the notion of social media metrics to understand the impact
of scientific research on social media.84 They discuss “comparative
approaches” to social media metrics, which is concerned with questions
of higher/lower, etc.8> Taking cue from this, it can be said that Mufti
Menk’s tweets have more impact than Bilal Philips’ tweets. With roughly
one-third of the number of tweets that Bilal Philips posted, Mufti Menk
was able to attract over seven times the followers that Bilal Philips has.
Mufti Menk has lower number of tweets, higher number of followers.
Bilal Philips has a higher number of tweets, lower number of followers.

Crucially, both Mufti Menk and Bilal Philips joined Twitter in
2011 and sustained their engagements on Twitter for over a decade. This
shows both scholars are aware that social media is a long-term medium
for the dissemination of Islamic knowledge. They did not see social
media as a passing fad, or short-term exigency. In other words, they took
social media seriously.

Following the Rahmat lil-‘Alamin concept, a thematic content
analysis can be made of the tweets for both Mufti Menk and Bilal Philips.
Positive themes are espoused by linguistic tokens, just as negative
themes are shown via linguistic tokens. It is well-known that language
can be categorised into positive and negative. Paul Rozin, Loren Berman,
and Edward Royzman discuss how in the English language there are
more positive words than negative words. This is due to language
describing the world where positive events are more frequent than
negative events.86 [n written and spoken corpuses, there is a positive bias
where more positive words are used often while negative words are
used less.87 For the purposes of this research, positive words in English
will map out the positive themes in Islam that induce a positive mood in

8 Wouters, P., Zahedi, Z., & Costas, R. (2019). Social Media Metrics for New Research
Evaluation. In W. Glanzel, H. F. Moed, U. Schmoch, & M. Thelwall (Eds.), Springer
Handbook of Science and Technology Indicators. Springer Nature Switzerland, p. 688.
8 |bid., p. 697.

8 Rozin, P., Berman, L., & Royzman, E. (2010). Biases in use of positive and negative
words across twenty natural languages. Cognition and Emotion, 23(4), p. 537.

87 Ibid., p. 538.
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Twitter users. Negative words in English will map out the negative
themes in Islam that induce a negative mood in Twitter users. It must be
kept in mind that the words ‘positive/negative’ do not relate to moral
categories; rather, they refer to moods generated in readers of the text.

The top eight positive words in Mufti Menk's tweets are, in
descending order, love, peace, allow (halal), forgive, mercy, face (dealing
with calamities), paradise, and kindness. The word 'love' appears over
400 times. Over 150 times, the word 'Paradise’ appears. 'Mercy' appears
nearly 200 times. Mufti Menk values positive human emotions like love
and mercy over positive theological concepts like paradise. This enables
Mufti Menk to present a positive view of Islam that can reach out to all
people, regardless of their theological beliefs. Despite their rejection of
paradise, agnostics and atheists can recognise the value of love and
mercy. Mufti Menk's presentation of positive themes in Islam is like
William Schweiker's discussion of religion's humanization. Schweiker
believed that remembering death (a negative theme) provided the
foundation for human responsibility but not for goodness. It was the love
of life (a positive theme) that enabled humans to feel good.88 By
emphasising the human sentiments such as love and mercy, Mufti Menk
can portray Islam as close to the human condition.

For Bilal Philips, the three key positive words are: Allah, peace (to
the Prophet), and Islam. By far, ‘Allah’ is the main positive word for Bilal
Philips who mentions it over 2,500 times. In contrast, Mufti Menk
mentioned the word ‘Allah’ less than 100 times. In Bilal Philips’ twitter,
the words ‘love,” ‘mercy,’ ‘forgive’, ‘allow (halal)’, ‘kindness’ are
mentioned too few times to be of any statistical significance.
Surprisingly, even the word ‘Paradise’ is rarely mentioned.

8 Schweiker, W. (2009). Humanising Religion. The Journal of Religion, 89(2), p. 216.
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Mufti Menk's top positive words Bilal Philips' top positive words
woman [ woman HE
wipeoff 1 wipeaway |
tagwa 1 taqwa 0B
repentance I repentance 1
prophet Muhammad I prophet Muhammad
peace peace (to prophet) IS
paradise I paradise |
pandemic pandemic
modesty I modesty B
mercy E— mery B
marmiage I mamiage N
Love 3 love mmm
R4 kidness o kidness W
5 justice B 3 justice 1
3 islamophobia UEJ islamophobia |
g islam b= islam
:‘; honesty B 8 honesty 1
D? friendship I friendship 1
freedom B freedom |
forgive I forgive 1
face (calamity) I face (calamity) 1
extravagance B extravagance
dissagres NN dissagree
Compassion N compassion |
cartoonfprophet | cartoon/prophet
animal H animal |
allow/halal alow m
Allsh  E— Allsh
0 50 100 150 200 250 300 330 400 450 0 500 1000 1500 2000 2500 3000
Number of times repeated Number of times repeated
Chart no. 1 Mufti Menk’s topmost Chart no.2 Bilal Philips’ topmost
positive words usage on Twitter positive usage on Twitter

The positive themes of Islam, according to Bilal Philips’ twitter, is
focused primarily on Allah and on the Prophet. In this, Bilal Philips is
following closely the traditionalist portrayal of Islam. In his messaging,
Bilal Philips conveys Islam as a religion where people must obey Allah
and the Prophet. Mufti Menk conveys Islam as a religion where people
must love others and live peacefully with others.

For negative words, both Mufti Menk and Bilal Philips mention
the word ‘sin’ more than others. While they both emphasis the theme of
‘sin,” there are crucial distinctions in their overall negative portrayal.
Mufti Menk refers repeatedly to ‘drugs,” ‘alcohol,’ and ‘pornography’.
Bilal Philips mentions these terms rather less. Instead, Bilal Philips
focuses more on ‘music,’ ‘hijab,’ ‘haram,’ ‘beard,” ‘zina’. Interestingly, Bilal
Philips refers to ‘Christianity,’ ‘Feminism,” ‘Innovation,” and ‘Atheism’
whereas Mufti Menk rarely ever mentions these terms.
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At least in terms of social media engagement, Mufti Menk often
links the concept of ‘sin’ to drugs, alcohol, and pornography. Bilal Philips
often links the concept of ‘sin’ to hijab, music, beard, zina, as well as other
religions, Muslim sects, and ideologies. Mufti Menk'’s portrayal of sin is
restrictive, whereas Bilal Philips’ portrayal of sin is expansive. Most
people, Muslim or non-Muslim, will agree that drug addiction is
dangerous, that alcoholism is hurtful, and that pornography is
misogynistic. Contrariwise, the issue of a man having a beard is
controversial or at least debatable.

Mufti Menk conveys Islam by focusing on the haram issues that most
people, regardless of religion, agree are bad. Bilal Philips conveys Islam
by focusing on haram issues that most non-Muslims will disagree with,
and some Muslims may find debatable.

A central part of Rahma Lil ‘Alamin is universality. The Islamic
message is a mercy to everyone, regardless of race, religion, or
orientation. This can be further elucidated by borrowing an idea from
Sissela Bok. She held that a minimal ethics could be accepted by
everyone, no matter their own faiths or culture, because some form of
minimal ethics is needed to facilitate communication and interpersonal
relations.89 In other words, without even a basic sense of ethics, all
interpersonal and social interactions become untenable. Similarly, if
Islam is presented in a way that emphasises the universality of its
message, such as by focusing on a minimalistic ethics on which everyone
can agree, more people around the world will agree with Islamic
teachings. Based on this, Mufti Menk's negative portrayal of sin appears
to resonate more with a universal minimal ethics, whereas Bilal Philips'
negative portrayal of sin appears to be more specific to Muslims. After
investigating the overall Twitter accounts of Bilal Philips and Mufti
Menk, as well as the content of their tweets, it is now necessary to
investigate how Twitter users engage with and respond to their
messages. The following section will deal with this.

Mufti Menk & Bilal Philips Twitter Followers
Analysing the Twitter followers of Mufti Menk's and Bilal Philips'
Twitter accounts provides a more detailed picture of their effectiveness

8 Bok, S. (1995). Common Values. University of Missouri Press.
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in communicating Islam's message. It also helps to gain a better
understanding of the qualities and characteristics of those who follow
the two scholars on social media. It is critical to understand the audience
because it provides a cross-section of I-Muslims or a snapshot of the
Virtual Ummabh. 'Engagement’ is the technical term for the total number
of times users interact with a tweet, such as retweeting, commenting,
liking, and so on. Mufti Menk's engagement on Twitter is 30.3 thousand
per tweet, with an average of 2.5 tweets per day, according to Twitter
Analytics. That means for every one tweet Mufti Menk posts, over 30,000
users interact with it. For all his accumulated tweets, Mufti Menk
received 97 million engagements across 10 years.

According to Twitter Analytics, Bilal Philips’s engagement is 1.3
thousand per tweet with the average of 9.1 tweets per day. For his
accumulated tweets, Bilal Philips received 4.3 million engagements
across 10 years. There is a stark difference between both accounts. Mufti
Menk has 3000% more engagements than Bilal Philips. In contrast, Bilal
Philips posts 400% more daily content than Mufti Menk. In other words,
Mufti Menk reaches thirty times more audience with (almost) one-fourth
less content than Bilal Philips. Moreover, over ten years, Mufti Menk was
able to amass 90 million more followers than Bilal Philips.

These results show that Mufti Menk’s presentation of Islam is
more popular than Bilal Philips’ presentation of Islam. It also shows that
exponentially more people consider Mufti Menk to be a source of Islamic
knowledge than they do Bilal Philips. The religious authority of Mufti
Menk is far more, in terms of followers, than that of Bilal Philips.

Studying a random sample of 5,000 Twitter followers of Mufti Menk,
the following user traits can be delineated. Four key traits can be
enumerated:

1. Majority of the followers do not put their formal name on their
Twitter accounts. Instead, they use symbolic names or emojis to
identify themselves.

2. 80% of the followers are young people. This was ascertained by
extracting information from their profiles, media, and contents of
their user accounts. The age range of sample users was from 20-35.
3. Many of the followers who identified themselves as both women
and Muslims did not identify themselves as overtly religious.
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4. Out of the 5,000 users sampled, 4,122 did not specify which
country or region they are from.

Based on the metadata, majority of Mufti Menk’s followers are
Millennials and Generation Z.

Studying a similar random sample of Bilal Philips’ followers, several key
traits can be listed. These are:

1. Majority of the followers place a short form of their formal names,
description of their professions, and either a verse of Quran or
Hadith which they identify with.

2. Majority of the followers are above 30 years of age.

3. Majority of users who identify themselves as woman and as
Muslim also overtly portray themselves as religious.

4. Out of the 5,000 users sampled, 3,599 did not specify which
country or region they are from.

Based on the metadata, the majority of Bilal Philips’ followers belong to
the Baby Boomers and Generation X.

From the analysis so far, Mufti Menk caters to the younger
generation of Muslims, whereas Bilal Philips caters to the older
generation of Muslims. Thus, there can be seen some form of a
generation gap, or attitude gap, between the audience base of each of the
scholars.

In order to understand how geographically distributed the messages of
Mufti Menk and Bilal Philips are, a closer analysis of geographic locations
of account users was done. The small sample of user accounts that
positively identified their country or region was considered. The results
are enlightening.

Bilal Philips’ followers encompass 67 countries. The top countries
that users identify with are: Nigeria, Pakistan, India, United States,
Bangladesh, Malaysia, United Kingdom and Indonesia. From this we can
identify that North America, the Indian Subcontinent, and South East
Asia are the main regions where his content is engaged.

Surprisingly, Nigeria is the number one country where followers
of Bilal Philips come from, despite Nigeria being a non-Muslim, Christian
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country. Also, North America is a popular area of followers for Bilal
Philips. This is less surprising given how Bilal Philips lived in Canada and
converted to Islam there. Bilal Philips ’content, however, does not reach
Latin America, Central Africa, majority of Europe, Central Asia, and
China.

Figure 2 Bilal Philips’ followers’ distribution around the world

Mufti Menk’s followers encompass 72 countries. The top
countries that users identify with are: Nigeria, Pakistan, Malaysia,
Bangladesh, India, South Africa, United States, and United Kingdom.
Unlike Bilal Philips, Mufti Menk’s content reached Latin America, half of
Europe, and China. Language poses no barrier since Twitter offers
options to translate tweets to any other language.

Overall, the data shows that the West, Nigeria, and Southeast Asia
are the geographic areas that followers of both scholars identify with.
The Southeast Asian region was found to have more combined users than
either the West or Nigeria or even the Middle East. This indicates that
Islam in the Millennial Age is slanted towards Asia more than any other
region. Mufti Menk’s content reaches more countries than Bilal Philips’
content. This suggests that Mufti Menk portrays Islam in a way that
appeals to a more diverse audience than Bilal Philips does. Having
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analysed both the accounts/content and followers of Mufti Menk and
Bilal Philips on Twitter, it remains to interpret the findings as well as see
the significance of these findings to contemporary understanding of
I[slam.

Figure 3 Mufti Menk’s followers’ distribution around the world

Interpretation, Significance, Conclusion

Traditional approaches to understanding a scholar’s view is to
analyse his written and published works. Bilal Philips has written several
books that are freely available from  his  website:
https://bilalphilips.com. Mufti Menk does not seem to have many books
to his name. Methodologically, there is a problem with the traditional
approaches, which is exemplified in this research paper.

Long ago, Joanne M. Golden spoke of Reader-Text Interaction.?0
To understand a work, one must also understand how the reader
interacts with the work. A simple perusal of Bilal Philips’ published
works cannot tell how his Muslim readers react to his work. The readers,
in such a perusal, are missing. The use of social media analysis opens a

% Golden, J. M. (1986). Reader-Text Interaction. Building Literacy, 25(2), pp. 91-6.
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way to gather a more accurate and detailed picture on reader-text
interactions.

The academic literature has focused more on Bilal Philips than on
Mufti Menk. In the Cyber Islamic Environment of online Islamic
knowledge, more Muslims flock to Mufti Menk than to Bilal Philips. A
clear chasm exists between how academics in the West approach Bilal
Philips, and how Muslims across the world approach him. For many
Muslims, Mufti Menk provides a more contemporary understanding of
[slam than Bilal Philips.

Analyzing the content of both accounts reveals that neither Mufti
Menk nor Bilal Philips are particularly concerned with the issue of
homosexuality. While they both oppose homosexuality, they do not
actively condemn it on their social media accounts on a regular basis.
Bilal Philips has a more sectarian view of Islam, condemning
'innovation,’ on which Mufti Menk remains silent. Academics frequently
discuss jihad, violence, salafism, and other related topics when
discussing Bilal Philips. None of these themes were prevalent in his
portrayal of Islam on social media. This is not to say that certain of his
tweets do not address these issues. It is only to place such tweets in the
context of Bilal Philips' overall online communication of Islam. Jihad,
violence, and salafism are not major concerns for Bilal Philips.

Considering the data examined, Singapore's ban on Mufti Menk
for alleged extremism appears strange. Mufti Menk prioritises
humanistic elements such as love and mercy over theological doctrines
such as paradise. His portrayal of'sin' emphasises a shared ethics, in
which he condemns drug addiction, alcoholism, and pornography. How
this ethics can be viewed as 'extremism'. How this ethics can be seen as
‘extremism’ is a puzzle.

The age gap between Mufti Menk and Bilal Philips followers
supports the notion that Millennials and Generation Z have different
perspectives on Islam than Baby Boomers and Generation X. This is a
significant insight because discussions about Islam frequently overlook
the fact that what were pressing concerns for previous generations may
not be pressing concerns for future generations. Based on the data, it is
possible to hypothesise that young Muslims are more concerned with the
positive and humanistic aspects of Islam, whereas older Muslims are
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more concerned with the prohibitive and particularistic aspects of Islam.
Which focus is correct or incorrect is irrelevant to this study. Delineating
the online landscape of Islamic discourse is a sufficient contribution to
the fields of Islamic Studies. What is evident is that the subjectivity
regarding Islam is demarcated, at least faintly, by generational
differences.

The issue of traditionalism/fundamentalism  versus
modernism/westernisation has been much discussed in the academic
literature.”? As mentioned early on in this research paper, modernism is
already outdated per Jeffery T. Nealon. Regardless, a methodological flaw
in this discussion is the matter of quantifiability. How many Muslims can
be said to follow traditionalism? What is the exact figure of Muslims
following modernism? Definite numbers are hard to come by. The social
media analysis of Bilal Philips and Mufti Menk provides concrete
numbers. While numbers may not tell the entire picture, they are
important in any detailed discussion. Comparing and contrasting the
engagements with Mufti Menk and Bilal Philips, more Muslims
appreciate Mufti Menk’s portrayal of Islam than Bilal Philips’ portrayal.
Mufti Menk’'s humanising communication of Islam has wider approval
than Bilal Philips’ traditionalist communication of Islam. Based on this,
sensational and alarmist rhetoric of ‘rising traditionalism’ seems to be
overblown. At the very least, the data from CIEs shows that
traditionalism is not the majority position amongst cyber-Muslims.

Amongst followers of Mufti Menk and Bilal Philips, there are clear
differences. Those who follow Bilal Philips are typically mature adults
with professions; they strongly identify with religiosity. Those who
follow Mufti Menk are typically younger adults who do not strongly
identify with religiosity. Such a distinction complicates the simple
‘Islamic/not-Islamic’ dichotomy; since, Muslims who follow Mufti Menk
and learn Islamic knowledge from his tweets cannot be deemed ‘not-
Islamic’. While further research needs to be done on the spectrum of
religiosity amongst Muslims as portrayed online, it can be tentatively
suggested that Muslims who are keen to learn Islam but are not
conservative in their lifestyle prefer Mufti Menk, whereas more
conservative Muslims lean towards Bilal Philips. This evinces that

%1 E.g. Moaddel, M. (2005). Islamic Modernism, Nationalism, and Fundamentalism:
Episode and Discourse. University of Chicago Press.
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Muslimness (as identifying with Islam) and religiosity (as conservative
lifestyle) are not identical. This insight can have major ramifications for
the study of Muslim engagement with the contemporary world. Often an
implicit assumption of Orientalism is that Muslimness equals religiosity,
such that Orientalism de-humanises Muslims, by portraying them as
[slamic automatons bereft of human agency. Victoria M. Esse, Stelian
Medianu, and Alina Sutter have pointed to the similarities between de-
humanisation and Orientalism.?2 David Livingstone Smith has discussed
how de-humanisation causes atrocities including the persecution of
Muslims.?3 The results of the social media analysis can help counter de-
humanising assumptions against so-called monolithic Muslims.

Conclusion and Recommendations

To summarise, this research paper investigated how different
historical epochs advocate for various expressions of Islam. Because we
live in the Millennial Age, it is possible to ask how Islam is expressed
among Millennials and Generation Z. The Millennial Age is defined by
"digital immersion," in which most people interact online through social
media. Although much research has been done on the interaction of
Muslims and cyberspace, very little has been done on Bilal Philips' and
Mufti Menk's communication of Islam on social media. The academic
literature on both of these scholars is limited, and what has been written
focuses on Jihad, violence, and homosexuality. By fusing Big Data
Analytical Techniques with the Rahma Lil ‘Alamin approach to Islam, this
research was able to uncover a more detailed description of Bilal Philips’
and Mufti Menk’s dissemination of Islamic knowledge. The results of this
analysis upend the current discourse about Bilal Philips and Mufti Menk,
by showing that these two scholars have far more nuanced positions on
Islam than previously acknowledged. The audience base for both
scholars provided a snapshot of the Virtual Ummah, with a generational
difference constituting a seismic shift in how Muslims today perceive
I[slam.

92 Esse, V. M., Medianu, S., & Sutter, A. (2021). The Dehumanization and Rehumanization
of Refugees. In M. Kronfeldner (Ed.), The Routledge Handbook of Dehumanisation. New
York: Routledge, p. 280.

9 Smith, D. L. (2020). On Inhumanity: Dehumanisation and How to Resist It. Oxford
University Press.
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This study aims to demonstrate how Islamic studies can be
enhanced by incorporating social media analysis. A richer and far more
sophisticated picture of the contemporary Muslim world can be obtained
by combining such analysis with Islamic concepts and methods. A
picture like this would aid in dispelling myths, distortions, and
prejudices about Islam and Muslims in today's globalised world. This
research is not without flaws. While 10,000 user accounts were
examined, a larger set of user accounts can provide a more complete
picture. As of January 2022, both scholars had nearly 10 million
followers combined. More in-depth research could be conducted on this
topic, such as examining how both scholars reacted to specific world
events or ideas. Such studies would provide a more concrete
understanding of the differences and similarities between both scholars
in addressing real-world issues affecting Muslims and non-Muslims. The
Covid-19 pandemic is an excellent example. Finally, this study did not
consider the full scope of both scholars' activities. Mufti Menk travels
widely and gives speeches to an international audience. Bilal Philips runs
the Islamic Online University. To better understand the impact of these
two scholars, their social media engagement must be seen in tandem
with their other efforts in spreading Islamic knowledge.
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