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Abstract

Muhammad Hasan Burayghish is one of Damascus’s writers and critics who
was concerned about Muslim issues. He was also one of the prominent theorists of
Islamic literature who wrote great number of writings, including literary criticism,
biographical studies and Islamic thought as well as education of the Muslim nation and
women, published in Arabic newspapers and journals. Apart from that, he was also
interested in short story writing and managed to publish his collection of stories entitled
(al-Shaikh wa al-Za’im — The sheikh and the leader) before his demise. With all these
great contributions, he was deemed as one of the salient pioneers of Islamic literature
who played great role in poetry and prose critics as well as juvenile literature especially
in the light of Islam. Although he has abundance of writings, there is lack of deep
studies on his personal life, education and working background and his literary career.
Therefore, this study is aimed to highlight these matters as well as his numerous
writings in detail. The researcher has analyzed critically the information related to
Burayghish and the statements of writers upon him. This study found that there are
several factors which have set up his high character. Those factors are, continuous
encouragement by his father towards reading, instilling of praiseworthy qualities by his
mother and effective styles of his teacher in increasing his love towards knowledge. As
for the tough place that surrounds him, it was side factors which have influenced his
character and personality. He gained diligence and perseverance indirectly through his
observation. This study also found that he has given huge contribution towards Arabic
people especially, when he left them with hundreds of his Islamic remarkable books
and writings.
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Abstrak

Muhammad Hasan Burayghish merupakan seorang penulis dan pengkritik
sastera yang berasal dari Dimasyq. Beliau banyak memberi tumpuan terhadap isu-isu
yang berkaitan umat Islam. Beliau juga merupakan salah seorang pembina teori sastera
Islam yang aktif menerbitkan ratusan penulisan dan karya dalam akhbar dan majalah
tempatan, termasuk kritikan sastera, kajian biografi, pemikiran Islam, pendidikan
wanita dan ummah. Selain itu, minat beliau dalam penulisan karya kreatif terserlah
apabila beliau sempat menghasilkan sebuah antologi cerpen berjudul (al-Shaikh wa al-
Za’im — Sheikh dan pemimpin) sebelum menghembuskan nafas yang terakhir.
Disebabkan sumbangan beliau yang amat besar dalam dunia kesusasteraan Islam,
beliau telah dianggap sebagai salah seorang pelopor kepada sastera Islam. Beliau
memainkan peranan yang amat penting dalam melontarkan idea dan pemikiran Islam
terhadap kritikan puisi, cerpen dan sastera kanak-kanak. Walaupun demikian, hanya
terdapat segelintir kajian yang menyentuh riwayat hidup beliau. Justeru, kajian ini
berasa terpanggil untuk turut sama membincangkan latar belakang kehidupan,
pendidikan, pengalaman bekerja, karier serta pemikiran beliau secara terperinci. Reka
bentuk kajian ini ialah kajian biografi dengan menggunakan pendekatan kajian
kualitatif sebagai metode pengumpulan dan analisis data. Hasil kajian mendapati
bahawa terdapat beberapa faktor yang mencorakkan sahsiah dan karakter Burayghish.
Antaranya, galakan membaca berterusan daripada ayahanda beliau, sifat mahmudah
yang disemat oleh bonda dan cara pengajaran guru yang kreatif yang membuatkan
beliau sentiasa bersungguh mencari ilmu. Adapun persekitaran mencabar yang
mengelilingi beliau, hal ini merupakan faktor sampingan yang memberikan impak
secara tidak langsung terhadap personaliti beliau. Hasil kajian juga mendapati bahawa
beliau telah memberikan sumbangan yang amat besar terhadap masyarakat Arab
khususnya apabila meninggalkan ratusan penulisan dan karya yang bermutu, yang
dilihat bermotifkan penyebaran dakwah Islamiah semata-mata.

Kata Kunci: Muhammad Hasan Burayghish, Penulis Syria, Kesusasteraan
Islam, Kritikan Sastera.
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