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The Developmental Role of Endowment in the Islamic Civilization

Peranan Pembangunan Wakaf dalam Tamadun Islam
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Abstract

The Prophet (PBUH) had highlighted the features of the Islamic state and its
purposes. This was manifested amongst the very first decisions he (PBUH) made, one
of them was the establishment of mosque, where the activities of this young state
started, as well as the establishment of a social and solidarity relationship between the
al-muhajirun and the amsar. Among the decisions also was the declaration of the
Constitution of Medina, the constitution that declared relationship between the entities
of Medina settlers. This study seeks to demonstrate the contributions of the Waqf to
scientific development, the development of educational incubators, the emergence of
Islamic schools, the role of the Waqf in health care and the construction of hospitals.
The results of the study indicate that Waqf system played a significant role in
flourishing Islamic civilization in general and in the education system and health in
particular. It also shows us the role of the Waqf in guiding thoughts and spreading
curriculum or doctrine defined by the endowers. On the health side, the Waqf has led to
a paradigm shift, and hence reflected on the lives of people. The study also indicates
that excluding educational and health services out of the beneficial and profitable
framework, it may have negative effects.

Keywords: Endowment, Education, Islamic School, Healthcare.

Abstrak

Nabi Muhammad s.a.w telah menjelaskan ciri-ciri dan objektif negara Islam
dan hal ini dapat dilihat sejak awal lagi iaitu ketika baginda memperkenalkan polisi-
polisi negara, antaranya membina masjid yang merupakan pusat pentadbiran dan
pengurusan negara baru ini, mempersaudarakan antara Muhajirin dan Ansar serta
pembentukan Piagam Madinah. Kajian ini bertujuan menjelaskan sumbangan wakaf
dalam pembangunan ilmiah, pengajian, penubuhan sekolah-sekolah Islam, penjagaan
kesihatan dan pembinaan hospital. Dapatan kajian membuktikan bahawa sistem wakaf
berjaya memainkan peranan penting dalam membangunkan tamadun Islam secara
umumnya dan sistem pengajian dan kesihatan secara khususnya. Kajian juga
membuktikan bahawa wakaf mampu menjana pemikiran melalui sekolah-sekolah
wakaf kerana para penyumbang telah meletakkan syarat-syarat berbentuk metodologi
dalam mengembangkan aliran pemikiran. Dari aspek kesihatan, wakaf berjaya
membawa anjakan paradigma dalam penjagaan kesihatan. Kesannya dapat dilihat pada
kehidupan masyarakat. Kajian juga membuktikan bahawa perkhidmatan pendidikan
dan kesihatan jika terkeluar daripada kerangka profit dan keuntungan boleh membawa
kepada kesan yang negatif kerana ia akan berurusan dengan barangan.

Kata Kunci: Wakaf, Pendidikan, Sekolah Agama, Penjagaan Kesihatan.
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