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The Question of the Relationship between Shari‘ah and Human
Nature/fitrah: An Epistemological Review

Satu persoalan mengenai hubungan fitrah dan Shariah: Satu
Tinjauan Epistemologi
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Abstract

This research addresses the relationship between premordial human nature
(fitrah) and Islamic law (Shari‘ah) within the frame of Islamic thought, while exploring
the questions it raises at two levels. The first level explains the aspects related to the
creation of man and what has initially been bestowed upon him, which represents the
evolutionary aspect of the concept of fifrah. The second level is related to Shari‘ah and
its nature, which evolves according to what is percieved by reason and witnessed by
fitrah; this represents the legislative aspect presented by the concept of fitrah. The
majority of studies to date address a single aspect of the illustrations of the concept of
fitrah. However, research on the dialectic relationship between fitrah and Shari‘ah and
what its relevant concurrent view provides at the level of potentials related to human
innate capacities in understanding and realizing Shari‘ah discourse and mandatory
provisions as well as understanding its objectives remains scarce and requires further
research and investigation. Therefore, this study intends to shed light on the legislative
and evolutionary aspects of the relationship between Shari‘ah and fitrah as two
interconnected systems that allow for the understanding of the nature of Shari‘ah, its
provisions and purposes, as well as identifying the essence of human innate nature and
its potential in perceiving Shari‘ah.

Keywords: human nature (fitrah), Islamic law (Shari‘ah), religious mandates
(Takalif), religion, intellect (‘Aqal).

Abstrak

Kertas kajian ini membahaskan persoalan hubungan antara fitrah dan Shariah
dalam kerangka pemikiran Islam, di samping meneroka persoalan-persoalan yang
timbul dalam dua peringkat perbahasan. Peringkat pertama menjelaskan aspek
penciptaan manusia dan segala yang telah dianugerahkan kepadanya semasa awal
penciptaan, yang mana mewakili perubahan konsep fitrah. Peringkat kedua berkaitan
Shariah dan ciri-cirinya, yang mana berubah-ubah mengikut kewarasan akal fikiran
manusia dan kesesuaian fitrah; ini mewakili aspek legislatif yang digambarkan oleh
fitrah. Majoriti kajian terkini terarah kepada satu aspek ilustrasi dalam konsep fitrah
sahaja. Walaubagaimanapun, kajian terhadap hubungan dialektik antara fitrah dan
Shariah serta pandangan seiring yang munasabah menunjukkan- potensi keupayaan
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semulajadi manusia untuk memahami Shariah, peraturan-peraturan dan tujuannya-
masih kurang dan memerlukan kajian dan penyelidikan susulan. Oleh itu kajian ini
menjelaskan aspek legislatif dan proses perkembangan hubungan antara Shariah dan
fitrah sebagai dua sistem yang saling berkait dalam memahami Shariah, peraturan-
peraturan dan tujuannya, serta mengenal pasti sifat semulajadi manusia dan potensinya
dalam menguasai Shariah.

Kata Kunci: fitrah, undang-undang Islam (Syariah), kewajipan agama
(Takalif), agama, intelek (‘Aqal).
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