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Abstract

This is the first study to provide an analytical comparison of the intellectual
legacy of two great scholars Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab (1703-1791) in the
Arabian Peninsula and Shah Wali Allah Dehlawi (1703-1761) in the Indian sub-
continent in the context of their respective environments. It concludes that the
term “Indian Wahhabism”, which was coined by some Orientalists to describe the
movement for Islamic reform in India, suggesting that Sheikh Dehlaw1 was just a
duplicate of contemporary Ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab, is not only inaccurate but
completely incorrect. The study of the intellectual legacy of these two luminaries
reveals that they both founded, prior to the pre-colonial attack on the Muslim
world, two schools different in terms of orientation and content.

Keywords: Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab, Shah Wali Allah Dehlawi,
Intellectual Heritage, Islamic Revival.

Abstrak

Ini adalah kajian pertama yang menyediakan satu analisis mengenai warisan
intelektual dua ulama besar iaitu Muhammad ibn 'Abd al-Wahhab (1703-1791) di
Semenanjung Arab dan Shah Wale Allah Dehlawi (1703-1761) dalam benua kecil
India dalam konteks persekitaran masing-masing. Ia menyimpulkan bahawa istilah
"Wahabisme India" yang dicipta oleh beberapa orientalis untuk menggambarkan
gerakan reformasi Islam di India, menyarankan bahawa Sheikh Dehlawi adalah satu
salinan kontemporari Ibn 'Abd al-Wahhab. Ia bukan sahaja tidak tepat tetapi benar-
benar tidak betul. Kajian mengenai warisan intelektual kedua-dua tokoh mendedahkan
bahawa kedua-duanya menubuhkan dua buah sekolah, sebelum serangan pra-kolonial
di dunia Islam, yang berbeza dari segi orientasi dan kandungan.

Kata Kunci: Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab, Shah Wali Allah Dehlawi,
Warisan Intelektual, Kebangkitan Islam.
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