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The Impact of the Qur’anic Approach on the Discussion of
Christianity among Muslim Scholars

Hallmarks of the al-Fakhr al-Razi’s Approach to the Study of Christianity

Impak Pendekatan al- Qur’an pada Agama Kristian di Kalangan
Para Ulama Islam

Mercu Tanda Pendekatan al-Fakhr al-Razi’s Kepada Kajian Agama Kristian
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Abstract

The Qur’an contains essential and significant accounts of other religions,
providing enough room for Muslim scholars of Qur’anic interpretation. In these
endeavours, Muslim scholars have adopted the approach of the Qur’an despite the
availability of other methods. This is because methods differ according to the goals
behind the study. Question has been raised as to who were first to engage in the study
of other religions: Muslims or the western scholars in the modern age? There is also the
question of objectivity in the study of religions. This paper examines hallmarks in the
approach of Imam al-Razi toward the study of Christianity, and the extent it was
influenced by the Qur’an, and whether it reflects contemporary scientific methods in
the comparative study of religions. The researchers adopt the analytical method in the
study of the Qur’anic approach after which it then extracts and highlights the hallmarks
of Razi’s approach to the study of Christianity. As the paper concludes, there is a need
to interpret the Qur’an’s description of other religions.
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Abstrak
Al-Quran mengandungi akuan yang ketara mengenai agama-agama lain
yang memberikan ruang yang secukupnya untuk ulama penafsir al-Quran. Dalam usaha
ini, ulama Islam telah mengamalkan pendekatan al-Quran walaupun terdapat kaedah-
kaedah lain. Ini kerana kaedah-kaedah harus bersesuaian dengan matlamat kajian.
Soalan telah dibangkitkan mengenai siapa yang pertama dalam penglibatan kajian
agama lain: orang Islam atau sarjana barat zaman moden? Terdapat juga persoalanan
objektiviti dalam kajian agama. Kajian ini mengkaji mercu tanda pendekatan Imam al-
Razi terhadap kajian agama Kristian, dan sejauh mana ia dipengaruhi oleh Al-Quran,
dan sama ada ia mencerminkan kaedah saintifik kontemporari dalam kajian
perbandingan agama. Para penyelidik menggunakan kaedah analitikal dalam kajian
pendekatan al-Quran dan selepas itu ia kemudian mengekstrak dan mengetengahkan
mercu tanda pendekatan Razi terhadap pengajian agama Kristian. Sepertimana kajian
ini menyimpulkan, terdapat keperluan untuk menafsir penerangan al-Quran tentang
agama-agama lain.
Kata Kunci: Metodologi al-Qur’an, Tafsiran Subjektif, Wacana al-Qur’an, Pengajian
al-Qur’an, Agama Kristian, Fakhr al-Razi.
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