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The Arrival of Islam to Southeast Asia: A Historical and
Analytical Study

Ketibaan Islam Di Asia Tenggara: Satu Kajian Bersejarah dan
Analitikal
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Abstract

Southeast Asia is an important region located on the coast of the Indian
Ocean and the Bay of Bengal. It comprises a majority of Muslim countries such as
Indonesia, Malaysia, Bangladesh, and Pakistan. Muslims have ruled for centuries in
these countries. Muslim sultanates were founded in India, Bengal, Burma, Patani, and
islands in the Malay archipelago such as Indonesia, Malaysia and others. This paper
focuses on answering the question: “When did Islam arrive in this region?” There is
evidence suggesting that it arrived during the era of the Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w.).
Many of the historians in this region are of the view that there is insufficient
information supporting this claim. Rather, they argue that Islam likely arrived through
early Islamic Da‘wah movements and Islamic conquests during the first three centuries
of the Muslim calendar. Some claim that it first reached western India with historical
evidence indicating that it arrived in the eighth century during the Abbasid dynasty,
while others hold different views and hypotheses. This article analyses the evidence
and clues to determine the arrival of Islam in this South East Asia and contrasts it with
the historical narrative to arrive at a conclusion that is supported by historical and
geographical evidence.

Keywords: Arrival of Islam, Southeast Asia, the Companions, Muslim
Preachers, the Prophet (s.a.w.).

Abstrak

Asia Tenggara merupakan rantau penting yang terletak di persisiran Lautan
Hindi dan Teluk Bengal. Ia terdiri daripada majoriti negara-negara Islam seperti
Indonesia, Malaysia, Bangladesh, dan Pakistan. Islam telah memerintah selama
berabad-abad di negara-negara ini. Kesultanan Islam ditubuhkan di India, Bengal,
Burma, Patani, dan pulau-pulau di rantan Kepulauan Melayu seperti Indonesia,
Malaysia dan lain-lain. Kajian ini memberi tumpuan kepada soalan: "Bilakah Islam tiba
di rantau ini?" Terdapat bukti yang menunjukkan bahawa ia tiba di zaman Nabi
Muhammad (saw). Kebanyakan ahli sejarah di rantau ini berpendapat bahawa
maklumat tidak mencukupi untuk menyokong tuntutan ini. Sebaliknya, mereka
berpendapat bahawa Islam mungkin tiba melalui pergerakan Dakwah Islam dan
penaklukan Islam pada tiga abad yang pertama dalam kalendar Islam. Ada yang
mengatakan ia pertama kali sampai ke barat India dengan bukti bersejarah yang
menandakan bahawa ia tiba pada abad kelapan pada masa Dinasti Abbasiyah,
sementara yang lain mempunyai pandangan dan hipotesis yang berbeza. Artikel ini
mengkaji bukti dan petunjuk untuk menentukan ketibaan Islam di Asia Tenggara dan
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menegaskannya dengan naratif sejarah untuk mencapai kesimpulan yang disokong oleh
bukti dari segi sejarah dan geografi.

Kata Kunci: Ketibaan Islam, Asia Tenggara, Para Sahabat, Pendakwah
Islam, Rasul (s.a.w.).
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See  also: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/gasim-rashid/lord-krishna-prophet-of-
allah_b_1759049.html Posted: 08/09/2012 12:00 pm EDT Updated: 10/09/2012 5:12
am EDT.( Qasim-rashid is visiting fellow, Harvard University's Prince Alwaleed bin
Talal School of Islamic Studies).
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To the monarch (Tai- Tsung) also come (in A.d. 628) messengers
from Muhammad. They came to Canton on a trading ship. They have
sailed the whole way from Arabia along the Indian coasts. Unlike
Heraclius and Kavadh Tai-sung gave their envoys a courteous hearing.
He expressed his interest in their theological ideas and practices and
assisted them to build a mosque in canton, a mosque survives, it is said,
to this day, the oldest mosque in the world.
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