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Abstract

Sam Harris's thesis represents a bold attempt to establish ethics on naturalistic, scientific
foundations, transcending traditional religious and philosophical frameworks and
seeking to replace religious ethics with the empirical model. His approach is
distinguished by its integration of data from neuroscience and human behavior in
constructing what he calls the "moral landscape," accompanied by an explicit call to
abandon the idea of free will, transcend the separation between facts and values, and
adopt well-being as the sole criterion for moral judgment. However, upon examination,
this thesis contains a number of philosophical, epistemological, and scientific problems,
and has therefore been subjected to profound criticism from within the philosophical,
religious, and scientific fields, and even from within the atheistic movement itself.
This study aims to demonstrate the epistemological problems inherent in the "moral
landscape" thesis by discussing the extent to which the scientific method can generate
binding moral values and by exposing the fallacies that Sam Harris presents in his
attempt to establish a conflict between science and religion. This contribution seeks to
reframe the ethical debate with Sam Harris by situating his thesis within its
epistemological boundaries, revealing its underlying philosophical character rather than
treating it as a purely scientific proposition. The study adopts an epistemological
critique focused on assessing the limits of the scientific method in the ethical sphere, by
tracing Harris's argumentative paths and uncovering any unjustified shifts or
unauthorized philosophical assumptions they may contain.

Keywords: Sam Harris, The Moral Landscape, Ethics, Science

Abstrak

Tesis Sam Harris merupakan percubaan berani untuk mewujudkan etika berdasarkan
asas saintifik naturalistik, mengatasi kerangka kerja keagamaan dan falsafah tradisional
dan berusaha untuk menggantikan etika keagamaan dengan model empirikal.
Pendekatannya dibezakan dengan penyepaduan data daripada neurosains dan tingkah
laku manusia dalam membina apa yang beliau sebut sebagai "landskap moral," disertai
dengan seruan eksplisit untuk meninggalkan idea kehendak bebas, mengatasi
pemisahan antara fakta dan nilai, dan menerima pakai kesejahteraan sebagai satu-
satunya kriteria untuk pertimbangan moral. Walau bagaimanapun, setelah diteliti, tesis
ini mengandungi beberapa masalah falsafah, epistemologi dan saintifik, dan oleh itu
telah tertakluk kepada kritikan mendalam dari dalam bidang falsafah, agama dan
saintifik, dan juga dari dalam gerakan ateistik itu sendiri.

Kajian ini bertujuan untuk menunjukkan masalah epistemologi yang wujud dalam tesis
"landskap moral" dengan membincangkan sejauh mana kaedah saintifik boleh menjana
nilai moral dan mendedahkan kesilapan yang dikemukakan oleh Sam Harris dalam
percubaannya untuk mewujudkan konflik antara sains dan agama. Sumbangan ini
bertujuan untuk membentuk semula kerangka perdebatan etika dengan meletakkan tesis
Sam Harris dalam sempadan epistemologinya, mendedahkan sifat falsafah yang
menjadi dasarnya, dan bukannya menganggap sebagai proposisi saintifik semata-mata.
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Kajian ini menggunakan kritikan epistemologi yang tertumpu pada penilaian batasan
kaedah saintifik dalam bidang etika, dengan menjejaki laluan argumentatif Harris dan
mendedahkan sebarang perubahan yang tidak wajar atau andaian falsafah yang
mungkin terkandung di dalamnya.

Kata Kunci: Sam Harris, Landskap Moral, Etika, Sains.

doudll)

ool sl ] AV o) IS 52 e (Y Yed B sgaall (3 oY) otk gl
Los plo amg bl o Bl s Gy - 33U ol 008U s ot (ol alSan 25
Clasl psle o biats B el o S5 SN el saley ag ) Vsl as s
The Moral ) "&slY) ol sag OF ol Ko Gus™: 30V sl als” o ol
i bdl (b dsle] wls Jol> (Landscape: How Can Science Determine Human Value
WL Ll Yy 15 bl cnnd 235091 i) OF Z 8 o lipdladly ol e Ioms 2351591
Ly Lty S8 Panliyg Ol al adll ) s P pon fade U 8 L clise
G 0fy (3Lad Y ol Sy Haals 1l o 3285 0F (Ke 135 2 07 3 p)ls Jolsy
Pl gkl g8 o 0,38 Julos O 2

ey MY Bl drnde Lol slan (lres Lorglgatan) VIKa] 85 soslll oda Of p8
Blizsl O o iy ¢ gl Crogl) om ) el sdd s e MY Ja5 BY (ol
Uy O by E Loy bngie adog (ool mdaiy Sab fgb L iedall lbaall o el 289

U 2y W Ol il o Lo 00K Bl g el SN L gy oal do s (1967 1 Wy Sl Ol e !
RVRAUINI 0V A,.:fjg_;" o9 OLW Lzaldl sLLSS O i peten Sy s JWIs CrShs ylamy e IS il )
SN

2 Sam Harris, The Moral Landscape: How Science Can Determine Human Values,
(New York: Free Press, 2010), p24.

3 Tbid. pS.
4 Ibid. p13, pl4.
S Ibid. p10.
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84 Jorge Piaia Mendonca Junior, The Dream of a Scientific Ethics, (Spain: Master of
Arts Degree in Philosophy, The University of Toledo, May, 2018), p29.

85 Bruce Sheiman, An Atheist Defends Religion: Why Humanity is Better Off with
Religion than without It, (New York: Alpha Books, 2009), p40.
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89 Peter Van Inwagen, An Essay on Free Will, (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1983), p215.
%0 Steven Tomlins, In Science We Trust: Dissecting the Chimera of New Atheism,
(University of Ottawa, 2010), p98.
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92 Stephen J. Gould, Nonoverlapping Magisteria, (Natural History Magazine, No 106,
March, 1997), p16.
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%3 Nathan Johnson, Conveying Controversial Science: Sam Harris’s The Moral
Landscape and Popular Science Communication, PhD thesis, Arizona State University,
2013, p52
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