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A Critical Study of the Claim that the Middle Part of the
Qur’an of the Sixth Verse in the Chapter of Saff is a Later Addition

Kajian Kritis terhadap Dakwaan bahawa Bahagian Tengah
Al-Qur’an daripada Ayat Keenam dalam Surah Saff adalah
Tambahan Kemudian
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Abstract

This paper discusses a claim by Neal Robinson in the Oxford Bibliography that
the prophecy on the coming of Prophet Muhammad in the sixth verse of Saff is a later
inclusion. This paper presents the background of the Bibliography, Neal Robinson, and
Regis Blachere, who made the claim. Additionally, information on the background of the
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claim was provided, and its bases were exposed for critical discussion. Inter alia, it is
found that Robinson justified the doubt cast on the verse arguing that: “assuming that
the verse in question in the Chapter was later added by some editor,”. He also re-echoed
the claim without critical inquiry. Thus, it is evident that the verse on the prophecy of
Muhammad in the Quran chapter is originally part of the revelation. Any attempt to
remove it will affect the sequence in the divine message and could lead to inconsistency
in the text.

Keywords: Claim, Addition, Inclusion, Chapter of Saff.
Abstrak

Kajian ini membincangkan satu dakwaan oleh Neal Robinson dalam Bibliografi
Oxford yang menyatakan bahawa ramalan tentang kedatangan Nabi Muhammad dalam
ayat keenam Surah Saff adalah sesuatu yang dimasukkan kemudian ke dalam Surah
tersebut. Penulisan ini membentangkan latar belakan Bibliografi, Neal Robinson, dan
Regis Blachere, yang telah membuat tuntutan yang dibincangkan. Selain itu, maklumat
mengenai latar belakang tuntutan juga telah disertakan dan asasnya telah dibincangkan
untuk perbincangan kritikal. Di samping itu, ianya didapati bahawa Robinson
mewajarkan keraguan yang dilemparkan pada ayat itu dengan alasan: "menganggap
bahawa ayat yang dipersoalkan dalam Bab itu kemudiannya ditambah oleh beberapa
editor”. Beliau juga mengulangi semula tuntutan itu tanpa siasatan kritikal. Oleh itu,
jelaslah bahawa ayat mengenai ramalan tentang kedatangan Nabi Muhammad dalam
Surah itu, pada asalnya, adalah sebahagian daripada wahyu asal. Sebarang percubaan
untuk membuangnya akan menjejaskan urutan dalam mesej daripada Allah dan boleh
membawa kepada sifat tidak konsisten di dalam teks.

Kata Kunci: Dakwaan, Penambahan, Kemasukan, Surah Saff.
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Classical Muslim Commentaries (Macmillan, 1991) and Discovering the Qur'an: A
Contemporary Approach to a Veiled Text (Georgetown University Press,2004).
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‘Abd al-Halim wa-akhir, Muhammad ‘Abd al-Halim, mar;ji‘ Uksfurd fi al-
Dirasat al-Qur’aniyah, tarjamat : Husam Sabri wa-Mustafa al-Fiqi, (Bayrut
: Markaz nuhud, T1, 1446h).

‘Abd al-Razzaq, ‘Abd al-Razzaq ibn Hammam, tafsir ‘Abd al-Razzaq, tahqiq
: Mahmud Muhammad, (Bayrut : Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, T1, 1419h).

Abu al-Sa‘id, Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Mustafd, Irshad al-‘aql al-
salim ild mazaya al-Kitab al-Karim. (Bayrut : Dar [hya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi,
D.T,D.t).

Abu Hafs al-Nasafi, ‘Umar ibn Muhammad, al-Taysir fi al-tafsir, (Turkiya :
Dar al-Lubab, T1, 1440h).

Abu Hayyan, Muhammad ibn Yusuf al-Andalusi, al-Bahr al-muhit f1 al-
tafsir, (Bayrut : Dar al-Fikr, D. T, 1420h).

Abu ‘Ubayd, al-Qasim ibn sllam, fada’il al-Qur’an, tahqiq : Marwan ‘Atiyah
wa-akharun, (Dimashgq : Dar Ibn Kathir, T1, 1415h).

Ahmad, Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Musnad Ahmad, tahqiq : Shu‘ayb al-Arna’ut
wa-akhartn, (Bayrut : Mu’assasat al-Risalah, T1, 1421h).

al-‘Ahd al-jadid, Injil Matta, (Lubnan : Dar al-Kitab al-Mugaddas, t30,
1993M).
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al-Altisi, Mahmud ibn ‘Abd Allah, Ruh al-ma‘ani, tahqiq : ‘Ali ‘Abd al-Bari,
(Bayrut : Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, D. T, 1415h).

al-Ansari, Zakariya ibn Muhammad, Fath al-Rahman bi-kashf ma
yaltabisu min al-Qur’an, tahqiq : Muhammad al-Sabuni, (Bayrut : Dar al-
Qur’an al-Karim, T1, 1483h).

al-‘Aqiqi, Najib, al-Mustashriqun, (al-Qahirah : Dar al-Ma‘arif, t3, 1964m).

al-Baghawi, al-Husayn ibn Mas‘id, Ma‘alim al-tanzil f1 tafsir al-Qur’an,
tahqiq : Muhammad al-Nimr wa-akharun, (Bayrut : Dar Taybah, T1,
1417h).

al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Isma‘ll, Sahih al-Bukhari, (al-Riyad : ‘ata’at al-
‘Ilm, D. T, 1437h).

al-Fakhr al-Razi, Muhammad ibn ‘Umar, Mafatih al-ghayb, (Bayrut : Dar
Ihya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi, t3, 1420h).

al-Ja‘fari, Salih ibn al-Husayn, takhjil min harf al-Tawrah wa-al-Injil,
tahqiq : Mahmiud Qadabh, (al-Riyad : Maktabat ‘Abikan, T1, 1419h).

al-Jalalayn, Jalal al-Din al-mahalli wa-al-Suyuti, tafsir al-Jalalayn, (al-
Qahirah : Dar al-hadith, T1, D. t).

al-Jassas, Ahmad ibn ‘Ali, Ahkam al-Qur’an, tahqiq : Muhammad al-
Qamhawi, (Bayrut : Dar Thya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi, D. T, 1405h).

al-Jawhari, Isma‘ll ibn Hammad, al-sihah Taj al-lughah wa-sihah al-
‘Arabiyah, tahqiq : Ahmad ‘Attar, (Bayrut : Dar al-‘llm lil-Malayin, t4,
1407h).

al-Khazin, ‘Alt ibn Muhammad, Lubab al-ta’wil fi ma‘ani al-tanzil, tahqiq :
Muhammad ‘Alj, (Bayrut : Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, T1, 1415h).

al-Kirmani, Muhammad ibn Abi Nasr, shawadhdh al-qira’at, tahqiq :
Shamlan al-‘Ajali, (Bayrut : Mu’assasat al-Balagh, T1, 2001M).

al-Maturidi, Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Mahmud, Ta’wilat ahl al-
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