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Abstract

The relationship between the Middle East and the Southeast Asian region had
begun since time immemorial when sailors from the Malay Archipelago and those from
the Arabian Gulf started to get involved in maritime trade dealing with lucrative
products from the Southeast Asian region such as spices, metals, and aromatics. Thus,
this study aims at highlighting the maritime trade relations between Oman and
Malaysia in the field of maritime trade and navigation to know and convey the
historical and realistic experience and the prominent role of maritime relations between
Malaysia and Oman to demonstrate its effective contribution to world trade and
maritime activities. To do so, the researchers attempt to uncover historical sources that
have mentioned Malay regions in the stories of various journeys written by prominent
Arab historians and travelers. We have employed the historical approach based on
descriptive analysis by describing the events and maritime trade relationship between
Malaysia and Oman, and analyzing enclosed documents, photographs and historical
sources. This study has found that in history the Omanis and the Malays respectively
controlled important chokepoints, specifically along the Strait of Ormuz and the Strait
of Malacca. Their vital and active roles in international trade and maritime activities
remain extant up until the 18th century CE. Indeed, their trade and cultural legacies
could still be traced up to the present time. However, steps that are more active should
be taken in promoting the study of historical and archaeological resources to further
discover the extent of the connection.

Keywords: Navigation, Maritime trade, Oman, Malay Archipelago, Ancient
Kedah.
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Abstrak

Hubungan antara Timur Tengah dan Asia Tenggara telah terbentuk sejak
sekian lama. la bermula ketika penduduk dari Kepulauan Melayu dan Teluk Arab mula
belayar dan berdagang melalui jalan laut. Perjalanan ini telah membuahkan pertukaran
barang-barang dagangan seperti rempah-ratus, logam, dan wangi-wangian dari rantau
Asia Tenggara dengan pesat. Untuk mengkaji kepentingan dan impak hubungan
Malaysia-Oman dalam aspek dunia perdagangan dan aktiviti maritim, kajian ini
mengetengahkan hubungan perdagangan laut antara dua negara ini, terutamanya dalam
bidang pandu arah laut dan perniagaan bagi membuktikan kesahihan peristiwa sejarah.
Untuk itu, para pengkaji merungkai sumber sejarah yang telah ditulis oleh para
sejarawan dan pengembara Arab mahsyur yang menyebut berkenaan rantau Melayu
dalam pelbagai hikayat pelayaran mereka. Kami menggunakan pendekatan sejarah
dengan mengaplikasikan analisis deskriptif untuk menerangkan hubungan perdagangan
laut antara Malaysia dan Oman, serta menyelidik dokumen sulit, fotografi, dan sumber-
sumber sejarah. Berdasarkan sejarah, kajian ini mendapati, kerajaan Oman dan Melayu,
masing-masing mengawal titik penyekatan jalan laut yang utama iaitu Selat Hormuz
dan Selat Melaka. Selat-selat ini terus memainkan peranannya dalam perdagangan
antarabangsa dan aktiviti maritim hingga ke kurun -18. Malah, legasi perdagangan dan
kebudayaan dua negara ini masih boleh dijejaki hingga ke hari ini. Walau
bagaimanapun, langkah yang lebih proaktif wajar diambil bagi memasarkan bidang kaji
sejarah dan sumber arkeologi agar kesinambungan hubungan tersebut boleh terus
dikaji.

Kata Kunci: Pandu arah, Perdagangan maritim, Oman, Kepulauan Melayu,
Kedah Tua.
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* Derek Heng (2012), Sino-Malay Trade and Diplomacy from the Tenth through the
Fourteenth Century. Singapore: Institute of Southeast Asian Studies.

3 Syed Sulaiman Nadvi (2007), The Arab Navigation. New Delhi: Adam Publishers
and Distributors. p. 45.

* G. Coedes (1968), The Indianized States of Southeast Asia. Honolulu: University of
Hawaii Press.



aurglsw,a;ij kot oy doer A ¢ op I E Lo ‘,wtuw‘owwiua)

b QU 3 e B o) Byl i S e e g 3 2L
R

W 83 il G &3 Slasnddl e Loy w8 LT OIS
Bk Ll ol S LT copally bl (3 gl Sl U bl 22U
S Ny 0 pmad) Ol g agud) Ll Wb oS 6 o 4k 3 ol
OLslS) s (D)5 () Joe oo sy comt )51 n by ol Ok
bl fols w5 )~ a8 ) a5 WSy T s s ()
Wt U ) e g e Jo Ll g 0

B ed) 3Ll e U Li),w (NS ik - S wils
S OLs £l e o el ol 5l Jlasl dles c,.t;) A E I
Lty Uil g adosy DLy sy jloy gy Bl s §padl J2e s
Blie LS Sl 3 culadl bl ST s oSy bl e
LS e ) e U Syl e Y ¢ ey el all g T el
o IS ol el oy Aol Bl el U elas ) L)
el @O ot 5T e 2O VLY e Jane 31 G pad) 2,11 o3
I L L S Oles il 3 bl ity Giledl) Sl e
35 Lo ¥y cBlonll Slraml) 4 al) i) adlaie (3 o850 A8 i )
din gole oAY Ll 2ad) doe 2OUL 1gndy (el e Vgl )

P Gear dm sl ey B @ 0y (el e U5V

> Paul Wheatley (2010), The Golden Khersonese. Kuala Lumpur: University of Malaya
Press.

aid A Ll slaael Jub e Lee iy 55000 e 1pi) vgSOy oS w3 clalall ikl
bl g A



177 42,0 81 3 gy Al G Ay ) &yt 3T 3

e ) i s el Sl s B3LEY) gl e OV ¢ o )

Gl BLadl 50 e Vpdelu 3] ¢hg )l 25 GG age 3 sl
L8l g bl cnlatl (3 (g5LaBY)

VAYA Jas sl (3 (365 L5Les anin) il

el B Ol > Oles w3l gl za) @3S UL s

W 3 e Gone ool e Ssb Bosy 1y o ol oS0 L o ol S
o d oy el 28 Sy Ul e By bl o OIS ) Uil Grze s
S Jeot )0 Jlad ) Yo bl YWadd g3 e bl Y] SIS sy s
o el (gl i (e gl OV Ly A e ple O g
D T . 7 PN I STRV RS GC P
@ll @ oo et b o i ol 2 ol @B e Wl 0 )
G ke bl ol V0V ple @y (pA) sas A e A0 5 Bl
eyl 3,20 L) 1 6 haSTy oS 8 o s G o e
S B U ol Wl diny (5500 230" e Fy Gl el

AoV ple o o 3 e e 3 e W) L)) Sl G



b o dest a3l kot oy doer A ¢ op I E Lo c,pgtuw‘owwiua)

CS U UCSN A DSRAN SR R PR ISR A o6 e U
S o) G2 dledd) ol Jo e Ut cldinal 3y clikey plond
o B35 Ladis VALY ale Ul @ analy OVAYY pbe Sds LS (U
AL cades Liie 1908 ple o Lmad 3 1y peiel £ oodBinad gzl
sl Y Saalall 38y 2 )l 5 e 2l )
il 2 Sl Sy 2h )l -8 L Lo e 02 ) ey
s A oo B & AU (3 gl ol

W el & gloalt ) a8
I DU s )T e il g ol Bl S JLas¥) 0
seb ped Al el 2 e gl AN sl 2 e Wbl con 2 2
Cole toadly BlE @ AN sl Sl me JLaiVI @3 Sl 3 LY
45 5 S e Ly B3 e 0y o 11 ekl ol Gillase 2l
B Uy (@aTy N I el Lol ST Ol b 210 oY
ell el skl iy crmndly a0 e e Rl sl g 1
oS! Gl Js2 0¥ Glby prs JU ol 2y b Ladly a4l



179 42,30 81 3 gy Ol g Ay ) Ayl 37 3

2 AL AN e el ) s sl ) ey il
Jzo o B g cdainy 8l e e 208 101 2 ) B G50 (g )
el ladll k) O o sy Uiy oy Oy gd

o Gl ) d s Bl ey Of U ol s jlas ) ool a3
Wbl oo AW IVl 3 g e Lol il O L e wdui )
ldry 3 Relall YL 0 5a o cles Ly opally Lol B8 (45 g
It e ool ol SUY ler 875 o 2oV g 32 ) o a5y
3 3k Byl e Lol ciyy gl b SN e o
— wiibse 3 2 4 S gumaa — e dlly el O B3y ) e
Mol @ g 10y ) aiail) G BLESTY nete § ez > 1518
Sty Sty Ol pdly Sl WA ple e T ol has 31y 250
AL 3l o3 I el (8 L g 3 o) el A1 e L g g Loz W1y OLSY
R

DS e e Bl bl e Sdes el gl ol sy
2980y ey ol Jly sl Oy Gl s Al (Ja 2l sy sl
Gb o5 oxall e skl adly O by Ll STy S SDL LA 3 )
Ay Lo Yy co,all 35 (3 sy ) olllal) .l als” $U3 g 2y DU 1l
A Auledly ¢ La Vg BLEL 3las Aege Sloglan abdl sds o o 3
el oS ol e W) g al Byl Slaazdt OF S Juy sz gy O
@Al e JLA OYT s ) 2 3 Sleasdl ae WLV gLl U
Jol o sl 3 bl 2ald L) 2l ST leglall odis OF e Sz
bl Sl Jla )y 32008 lndl s



L Je de easly (e Sy e Al (e I E Lo UL Lo e Oleze w3 LD

Lledl iy o)l asVly 22 )W oMl a1 jaall OIS AIET,

wh ey Ul g Jib e 200 G0 ) dslky (B8 ) s
Ol lls e Vslos ol ot sl s I sl n Sy D1 3
Gl Y F @) WA s ((ARY) gkl (A £ 3 AU
oA G a2l (VT 2 8 Gl S BTy AV Ye) Wbz
G5 S St o dopy ((pA0ne) amlly (ALY 2 3 5)
Sl OBl ((IVT0) (3 Ys 2V o) oy ((pROT S
Oy choger ool U] woel 3 1 gpdor Alomall LISH M oy (p) YY)
bl =y ablaly ids Slsl o B0 15008 3] Al pf g Rages SIS
Gmn 6 DUy 65U ey B2 el Joe e B8 DB s
b Sy i jawad 1) GUS slael S Wy sty O s
Sl pla gl e s a5 0Ly com Bl dmgb ol

LYl s O s

——

RIHLATUS SIRAFI

CATATAN FENGEMBARAAN DI ALAM
MELAY U, GIEINA, 1D

SULAIMAN A T-TAJIR
ABU ZAID AS-SIRAFI

e
ARSYAD MOKHTAR

(Y VY bl S e ey (el



181 42,30 81 3 gy Ol g Ay ) Ayl 37 3

Ay ) 7 8BS G gl y (PO S el

S s ) Il 2331y 28,11 O ) Badde 3
(@M el O e gl Caad) e 3 o) Olede Bl ¢S
g e sl Ll Gy el ) b Ol o )8 2By s say
o s (DDl y 2V S oL multdl LA e L8 bds £ ) Al
gt h By bl ol olEL bl es (3 ae AW B o Al 2L
QL M) o g Ay Sloch foy 5y M 1glse L J o sl (3 el
Sl e iy (55 g (B Bmgdll) 8 88 T (DS (20) Jb oIS
s SIS I oD and ol pd 308y A Gl e & )
bl g 0 s Rl Akl (3 U a8 U] J gl 1S i

s Bl U By wladl fed o) e ) @ Ol S5
dlas 5 ple Yoy biew 2 Minal Al WS @Ol e Bl o
LoSsy bl e 3ol S e colSS oIS Al ol e gine ) e
o il s ol ol Y ks 0, 5l ol e Lgntiy el
o (orsd) wasm L) Gl Olbe Sy Vegalidly LU e Yy LY

7 Paul Munoz. (2006). Early Kingdoms Indonesian Archipelago and the Malay
Peninsula. Singapore: Edition Didier Millet.

¥ Arsyad Mokhtar. (2017). Rihlatus Sirafi: Catatan Pengembaraan di Alam Melayu,
China, India dan Afrika. Pulau Pinang: Baytul Hikmah; Paul Wheatley. (2010). The
Golden Khersonese. Kuala Lumpur: University Malaya Press. p217.

kg i B ol ) 8y Blas N o s 5, ST Al ald) of 2 PR
Fers B o oS SIS anily (bl e Jo 8,8 T WL cd e anall el of s

(3 belad) g (5 258 RO ad) sleall ) ladl O sl dazel Lais
G. Coedes. (1968). The Indianied States of Southeast Asia. Honolulu: University of
Hawaii Press.

19°Saif Bani Saffaq, Jazirah Ibn Kawan, the mountains of Kusair and 'Uwair.
" Mokhtar. Rihlatus Sirafi.



agpgls.u;(..»i} kot oy e ikl ¢ ot J E Lo thumcow.wiuz})

SO S ) el ) L U 5 st $3Uail aaE gy oS
OF Sy M wlally ol G L o) mad) s Y sl e
el o g e (3 a ) Rl S Osak 158 ol
Syald By 38 LTy el 3 A e U8 Ble okl y el 5 1 4ty
FA o 8 gl eVl Py gy daally B
LOE e el s L]y colas Y

-
L

° -
‘Langkasuka
- Pattani River

Tttt i

Kedah

SO G and e Gkl g daal) -5

"2 Derek Heng. (2012). Sino-Malay Trade and Diplomacy from the Tenth through the
Fourteenth Century. Singapore: Institute of Southeast Asian Studies.
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