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The phenomenon of Differences of Contemporary Scholars of Islam
in Interpreting the Texts of the Quran and Hadith

Fenomena Perbezaan Ulama Islam Kontemporari dalam
Menafsirkan Teks Al-Quran dan Hadis
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Abstract

The differences of opinions among scholars of Islam are nothing new rather
they have been part of Islamic tradition since the very beginning until now. However,
there has always been a major part of Islamic tradition on which most of the scholars
agreed and that was considered as the position of the majority (Jamhoor) and that part
had gained a kind of sacredness and impermissibility for scholars to differ on it. It is
also to be noted here that there have also been some instances of disagreements from
the majority in the history of Islamic tradition though such instances were very few in
numbers. Therefore, the phenomenon which we are referring to in this study is the
phenomenon of disagreements of contemporary scholars on a particular issue from
what has been considered as the stance of the majority or consensus and these scholars
form a new majority or consensus in our time and this is something which seems
unique to modern time and absent in the history of Islamic tradition. Among examples
indicating to this phenomenon are the issues of triple Talaq, stoning, punishment on
apostasy, the condition of Quraish lineage for a ruler or Khalifa, the issue of leadership
of women, the issue of magic on the Prophet and the issue of abrogation in the Quran
and so on. This study is very significant as it presents a phenomenon in relation to
Islamic tradition, more particularly, to the interpretations of the texts of the Quran and
Hadith. And this phenomenon is quite new and has very strong impact on
contemporary thoughts. The objective of this study is to present this new phenomenon
of our tradition by studying few issues from the works of contemporary scholars of
Islam. Content analysis and inductive methods have been used in this paper. As a
conclusion the study promotes the flexibility and resilience in matters of differences,
and it presents the ways of academic differences and its forms in contemporary
scholarship.

Keywords: The Quran, The Sunnah, Interpretation, Contemporary
Scholars, Differences, Issues.

Abstrak

Perbezaan pendapat di kalangan sarjana Islam bukanlah perkara baru
sebaliknya telah menjadi sebahagian daripada tradisi Islam sejak dahulu hingga
sekarang. Akan tetapi, selalunya terdapat sebahagian besar dari tradisi Islam di mana
ulama bersependapat terhadap perkara tertentu dan dianggap sebagai pendapat majoriti
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(Jumhoor) dan seolah-seolah menjadi keterlaluan bagi para ulama untuk berbeza
pendapat majoriti ini. Perlu diperhatikan di sini bahawa terdapat juga beberapa contoh
percanggahan pendapat dengan pendapat majoriti dalam sejarah Islam walaupun
bilangannya hanya sedikit. Oleh itu, fenomena yang dirujuk dalam kajian ini adalah
berkenaan fenomena ketidaksepakatan sarjana kontemporari dengan pendapat majoriti
mengenai isu tertentu dimana mereka membentuk majoriti baru pada zaman kita dan
ini adalah sesuatu yang kelihatan unik pada zaman moden dan tidak ada dalam sejarah
tradisi Islam. Antara contoh fenomena ini ialah isu Talaq yang dilafazkan secara tiga
kali, hukuman rejam, hukuman murtad, syarat-syarat keturunan Quraisy untuk menjadi
pemerintah atau Khalifah, isu kepemimpinan wanita, isu sihir pada Nabi dan isu nasakh
dan Mansukh dalam al-Quran dan sebagainya. Kajian ini sangat penting kerana ia
menerangkan fenomena yang berkaitan dengan tradisi Islam, lebih-lebih lagi terhadap
penafsiran Al-Quran dan Hadis. Fenomena ini agak baru dan mempunyai impak yang
besar terhadap pemikiran kontemporari. Objektif kajian ini adalah untuk memaparkan
fenomena tradisi kita yang baru dengan mengkaji beberapa isu dari karya sarjana Islam
kontemporari. Analisis isi kandungan dan kaedah induktif telah digunakan dalam
makalah ini. Hasil kajian menunjukkan bahawa terdapat keloggaran atau fleksibeliti
dalam masalah perbezaan pendapat. Kajian ini juga menjelaskan bentuk perbezaan
akademik di kalangan ulama kontemporari dan jenis-jenisnya.

Kata Kunci: Al-Quran, Sunnah, Pentafsiran, Ulama Kontemporari,
Perbezaan, Isu.
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