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INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF

ISLAMIC THOUGHT

Toward Global Cultural Renewal:
Modernity and the Episteme of

Transcendence

Dr. Mona AbulFadl

Occasional Paper 7

Today's quest for Istamization is here put into historical and ideational

perspective. It traces the movement to a ner'l"found awareness among Muslims,

Lognizant ofthe immense worth and potential oftheir heritage, yet clamoring to

emirge frorn their actual debilitation, whether enforced or self-inflicted' The

authoi considers and evaluates various contemporary approaches to truth and

compares tlem to the Islamic mode of knowing, discovering it to be a superior

and beneficent foil to the existing paradigms and epistemes of modern culture lt
offers a blueprint for a new kind of scholarship, one that invokes the vocational

ideal and has the power and the vision to intelligently absorb cultural diversity

and transmute it into an overarching and transcendent, but realistic and humane,

critique. The credentials oflslam to buftress and enlighten such an endeavor are

p.esented with clarity and conviction. And while the pervasive and protean

malaise of contemporary civilization is attributed to the sense of vacuity and

absence ofhigherpurpose brought about by the renunciation ofGod, that ofthe

Muslim Ummah is seen to be rooted in intellectual lethargy. Howeveq and

despite the colossal challenges which face the quest for renewal and reintegration

challenges that are unflinchingly tackled and delineated in this paper the final

view is one ofhope and affirmation in both human recoverability and the latent

power of Islam to lead man out of the present morass.

1994 Pages 40 t1.50

Place your orders with IIIT Distributon'.
Muslim Information Centre, 233 Seven Sisters Road,

London N4 2DA, UK TeL.071-2725170
The ktamic Foundation, Markfield Conference Centre, Ratby I-ane,

Markfield, Leicester LE67 9RN, UK. Tel: 0530-244 944



First Announcement

International Seminar on
Counselling and Psychotherapy

in an lslamic Perspective

Augast 15-17, 1997

International Islamic University Malaysia (IIUM), is

organizing a seminar of psychologists and related .

professionals interested in the theoretical and practical

problems of Counselling and Psychotherapy from an

Isiamic perspective.

Dates und Venue

The seminar is to be held from 15 to 17 August 1997 [three
daysl. The venue is International Islamic University Malaysia,

Petaling Jaya Campus.

For more delails contact:

Dr. Zafar Afaq Ansari, Department of Psychology
International Islamic University Malaysia

46350 Petaling Jaya, Selangor Darul Ehsan, Malaysia
Tel: 603-790-3112 Fax: 603-7 57 -6045

e-mail: zafar@its.iiu.my



THE INTERNATIONAL ISLAMIC
UNIVERSITY MALAYSIA

The Internationol Islamic Universit! Malaysia (IIUM) was

established in 1983, as an institution of higher learning by the
gorernmenl of Malaysia in accordance with the wishes and initiative
of the Pime Minister, Dato' Sei Dr, Mahathir Mohamad, Duing
recent Jears, the university has expanded on all fro s andis offering

:aurses in Islamic Re,"ealed Knowledge and Human Sciences,

Economics and )Ianagement, Lavs, )Iedicine, and Engineeing, It
is also planning to daelop in other areas oJ kno*ledge, The studenl
ponulaion has rapidll grohn to oter nine thousand. The studenls
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THE KULLIYYAH OF
ISLAMIC REVEALED KNOWLEDGE

AND HUMAN SCIENCES

The Kulliyyah (FaculO) of Islamic Revealed Knowledge and Human
Sctences |eas established in January 1990 with a new approach and
tision. Many universities in the Muslim world and elsewhere offer
prograrntnes in Social Sciences, Islamic Studies and other
professional areas, Hoh)et)er, with their ldcullies of Islamic Stu.dies

they still obseme a secular classification of knowledge as Islamic and
non-Islamic, This taculty of IIUM is unique in the sense that it
combines in all its academic programmes the contents of Reveabd

Knowledge in an integrated manner with Human Sciences. l hile
teaching Human Sciences, the subject matter is presenled in an

objective manner without excluding the Ishmic visws on that subject,

Added to it is a content of course work in areas of Islamic Revealed

Knowledge such as Qur'anic Studies, Hadith Studies, Fiqh, Sirah
and Islamic History,
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IIUM JOURNALS
Deaoted to the ldea of Islamization of Knowledge

INTELLECTUAL DISCOURSE
of the Kulliyyah of

Islamic Revealed Knowledge and Human Sciences

IIUMJOURNAL OF ECONOMICS AND MANAGEMENT
of the Kulliyyah of Economics and Management

IIUMLAWIOURNAL
of the Kulliyyah of Laws

and

THEGOMBAKREVIEW
of the Department of English Language and Literature

All publishedby the IIUM Press tzoice a year

Subscription rates per issue :

IIUM Law Journal - RM64.00
IIUM Journal of Economics & Management - RM38.00
Intellectual Discourse - RM25.00
The Gombak Review - RM15.00

For further information please contact :

IIUM Press
P.O. Box 70, Jalan Sultan, 46700 Petaling Jaya

Selangor, Malaysia
Tel: 03-7547 67 0 F axz 03-7 5467 59


