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In this first regular issue of 2026 (April), Intellectual Discourse Vol. 34, 
No. 2 presents 11 research articles, two book reviews, and a seminar 
report.  These articles span various disciplines, including philosophy, 
religion, international relations, education, Muslim literature, and 
psychology.  The book reviews and seminar report focus on geopolitical 
issues in West Asia and the Muslim World.  Scholars from the Muslim 
World, both individually and through interdisciplinary collaborations, 
contribute their research to enrich this edition.

In the first article (Politics, Wisdom and Happiness: A Statistical and 
Comparative Analysis of Greek and Islamic Philosophy), Luay Hatem 
Yaqoob compares the conceptualisation of political wisdom, happiness, 
and the ideal state between the Greek and Islamic philosophies. Based 
on descriptive statistical analysis, he finds that Muslim scholars 
did not merely copy Greek models but significantly expanded upon 
them by integrating prophetic authority and spiritual dimensions into 
governance. The article also illustrates how the fusion of reason and 
revelation produced a sophisticated discourse on achieving the good life 
within a just society.

The second article (Islamic Influence on Traditional Water Transport 
and Boat Building in Terengganu from the 13th to 20th Century) by Nur 
Alia Shamsul Bahri and her colleagues examines the influence of Islam 
on traditional boat building in Terengganu. Drawing primarily upon 
archival data, the article demonstrates that the gradual introduction of 
Islamic influence and local government support resulted in significant 
changes in boat-making activity. Islamic elements within the Malay 
community were fully incorporated. The article also shows how 
animistic and Hindu-Buddhist rituals prevalent in the 13th through 16th 
centuries gave way to the primacy of Islamic values, which became 
apparent by the early 20th century.

Note from the Editor

Intellectual Discourse, 34:2 (2026) 215–220
Copyright © IIUM Press 
ISSN 0128-4878 (Print); ISSN 2289-5639 (Online)
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Muhammad Danial Azman and Kevin Fernandez examine the 
evolution of Malaysia–Africa relations by contrasting high-level 
diplomatic narratives with the daily lived experiences of African 
migrants in the third article (Ubuntu and Madani in Dialogue: Ethical 
Encounters, Lived Experience, and Moral Realities in Malaysia-Africa 
Relations). The authors introduce the Ubuntu–Madani Partnership 
Framework. This framework bridges African communitarian philosophy 
with Malaysia’s Islamic governance ethos, offering a unique perspective 
on evaluating institutional fairness and social belonging.  While official 
rhetoric champions South–South cooperation and mutual respect, 
interviews with Nigerian and Sudanese residents reveal a more complex 
reality characterised by administrative inconsistency and racialised 
public perceptions.  The article argues that for Malaysia to be a credible 
moral leader in the Global South, it must align its domestic treatment 
of the African diaspora with its international advocacy for justice.  The 
study concludes with policy recommendations aimed at humanising 
bureaucratic systems and fostering deeper intercultural understanding.

The fourth article (Mapping Outcome-Based Education Principles 
to Qur’anic Guidance for Islamic Higher Education) by Muhammad 
Irwan Ariffin and his colleagues investigates the integration of Outcome-
Based Education (OBE) principles with Qur’anic guidance to improve 
quality assurance in Islamic higher education.  Using a thematic tafsīr 
approach, the authors map six core educational pillars, like clarity of 
focus and backward design, to specific scriptural concepts and classical 
interpretations.  The study reveals a strong theological alignment 
between modern outcomes-driven frameworks and Islamic values such 
as purposeful action and accountability.  To bridge the gap between 
theory and practice, the article proposes the OBE-Islamic Assurance 
Cycle, introducing practical administrative tools like proficiency 
rubrics and assessment blueprints.  The article also offers a roadmap for 
institutions to maintain educational rigour while ensuring their curricula 
remain spiritually coherent and evidence-informed.

In the fifth article (Teaching Students with Learning Disabilities 
in Mainstream Classrooms: The Challenge of Teacher Preparedness), 
Ratnawati Mohd Asraf and Harvindar Kaur examine the global transition 
from specialised to inclusive education, specifically focusing on the 
necessity of teacher preparedness for supporting students with learning 
disabilities in mainstream settings. While inclusion is celebrated for 
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its ethical and social benefits, such as fostering peer acceptance and 
improving student discipline, the authors highlight a persistent gap 
between policy goals and classroom realities. Many educators feel 
underprepared and lack the specialised pedagogical skills required to 
accommodate neurodevelopmental conditions like dyslexia, ADHD, and 
autism effectively. This challenge is particularly evident in Malaysia and 
other Muslim-majority countries, where legislative frameworks have 
expanded access without sufficient professional training for staff. The 
article argues that for inclusion to succeed, institutions must prioritise 
targeted professional development, administrative support, and positive 
attitude shifts among teachers.

In the sixth article (Language Learning Beliefs in Motion: The Role 
of Experience and Engagement), Alper Fener and Ervin Kovačević 
explore how personal history and current involvement shape people’s 
assumptions about acquiring a foreign language.  They categorise 
perspectives into traditional and progressive beliefs and use an 
international survey to assess the impact of study length and intensity on 
these mental frameworks.  The findings reveal that extensive experience 
tends to soften reliance on conventional rule-based methods but doesn’t 
completely abandon them.  Conversely, highly active learners show a 
strong preference for flexible, autonomous, and communication-centred 
approaches.  The authors propose a three-dimensional model to map a 
learner’s mindset based on their belief orientation, total study years, and 
recent engagement levels. 

The seventh article (Fostering National Harmony through Inter-
Religious Education: An Analysis of Pendidikan Moral KSSM and 
Pendidikan Islam KSSM Syllabi), by Nur Nisa Solehah binti Muhammad 
Haswazil and her colleagues, examines how inter-religious education 
is integrated into Malaysia’s secondary school curriculum to promote 
national harmony. The authors perform a comparative analysis of the 
Pendidikan Moral (Moral Education) and Pendidikan Islam (Islamic 
Education) syllabi, finding that the former includes diverse religious 
content while the latter remains largely exclusive and historical. To 
address these gaps, the study proposes the implementation of Hikmah 
Pedagogy, a framework designed to foster critical thinking and respectful 
dialogue among students of different faiths. The authors advocate 
for a balanced curriculum that encourages genuine appreciation for 
Malaysia’s multi-religious identity rather than mere coexistence. This 
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approach aims to equip the youth with the social intelligence necessary 
to navigate a diverse society with tolerance and mutual respect.

Wan Nur Madiha binti Ramlan and Raihan binti Rosman 
examine Leila Aboulela’s novel Bird Summons through the lens of 
Islamicisation of Knowledge, a framework that integrates religious 
principles with academic study in the eighth article (The Spiritual 
Quest in Contemporary Muslim Speculative Writing: A Reading of 
Bird Summon (2023) by Leila Aboulela). By examining the journeys 
of three female protagonists, the authors illustrate how speculative 
fiction and magical realism convey the internal spiritual struggles and 
soul purification of these characters.  Their research emphasises the 
importance of Islamic motifs like pilgrimage and the unseen as a crucial 
counter-narrative to Western literary perspectives that often marginalise 
Muslim identities.  Furthermore, the article offers a historical overview 
of Muslim speculative writing, tracing its development from classical 
fables to contemporary tools of social resistance.  The authors argue 
that these fantastical elements are deeply rooted in Islamic metaphysics, 
dramatising the pursuit of faith amidst modern challenges and migration. 
This scholarly analysis positions Aboulela’s work as a significant 
contribution to a burgeoning genre redefining faith-based literature.

In the ninth article (Water Symbolism in Syair Perahu by Hamzah 
Fansuri: A Reflection of Maritime Life and Islamic Values in the History 
of Malay Society), Mohd Firdaus Abdullah and his research team 
examine Syair Perahu, a seminal work of Malay literature by the Sufi 
scholar Hamzah Fansuri, which uses maritime imagery as a profound 
spiritual metaphor. The authors argue that water symbolism serves a 
dual purpose: representing both physical sustenance and the existential 
challenges faced on the journey to the afterlife.  By placing the poem 
within a social-historical context, the authors demonstrate how the 
seafaring realities of 16th to 19th-century Malay coastal life influenced 
Islamic metaphysical teachings.  This analysis reveals that terms like 
the boat, waves, and anchors are not just poetic devices but are deeply 
connected to the economic and ecological experiences of maritime 
communities.  The article illustrates a unique cultural synthesis, showing 
how traditional Malay cosmology and Sufi philosophy merged to create 
a distinct religious identity. This interdisciplinary approach offers a 
fresh perspective on the harmonious relationship between humanity, 
nature, and divine guidance.
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In the tenth article (Eco-political Discourse in Mahmoud Darwish’s 
Poetry of Resistance), Hamoud Yahya Ahmed Mohsen and his 
colleagues explore the eco-political discourse within the resistance 
poetry of Mahmoud Darwish, specifically examining how he integrates 
nature and politics to oppose colonialism. The authors contend that 
Darwish employs ecological imagery like trees, stones, and celestial 
bodies not just as a backdrop but as active participants in the Palestinian 
struggle for freedom.  By blending ecocriticism with postcolonial 
theory, the study reveals a deep organic connection between the people 
and their physical surroundings.  This relationship is explored through 
naturalistic interconnectedness and centrality, demonstrating how 
the environment serves as a living archive of identity and a tool for 
resistance.  The article presents Darwish’s work as a transformative 
literary body where environmental awareness and political liberation 
are intrinsically linked.

The eleventh (and last) research article by Siti Inarah Hasim and her 
colleagues (Mindfulness-Informed Parenting Interventions for Parents 
and Caregivers of Children with Atypical Development: A Scoping 
Review) examines the landscape of mindfulness-informed interventions 
designed for the parents and caregivers of children with atypical 
development, such as autism and ADHD. By analysing 49 empirical 
studies, the researchers found that these programmes consistently 
help reduce parental stress and improve emotional regulation, though 
effects on children are less certain. While the evidence base is growing, 
it remains concentrated in Western regions and relies on diverse 
methodological approaches that vary in scientific rigour. A significant 
finding of the review is that spirituality and religiosity are almost absent 
from the literature, despite their cultural relevance to many families. 
Consequently, the authors suggest that future research should focus 
on cultural adaptations and more robust study designs to better serve 
diverse global populations. This overview highlights the promise of 
mindfulness for caregiver well-being while identifying critical gaps in 
how these interventions are tailored and evaluated.

This latest issue of Intellectual Discourse presents a diverse 
collection of research exploring the intersection of Islamic values, 
contemporary society, and academic theory.  The featured articles 
span a wide range of disciplines, from philosophical governance and 
maritime history to inclusive education and speculative literature.  
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Studies also examine practical applications of religious principles in 
higher education, international diplomacy, and inter-religious harmony 
in Malaysia.  Other contributions delve into psychological well-being 
through mindfulness and the political symbolism of nature in resistance 
poetry.  Collectively, these works demonstrate how spiritual dimensions 
and cultural frameworks enrich modern intellectual inquiry and 
tackle global challenges. This volume underscores the importance of 
interdisciplinary collaboration in fostering a deeper understanding of 
the Muslim World and its global connections.

Tunku Mohar Mokhtar 
Editor
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