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Abstract: Since more and more individuals rely only on the internet for
information, falsechoods on health-related matters are spreading more quickly.
When it comes to a religious stance around vaccinations, false information
may be more difficult to change since it affects an individual’s faith. To combat
religious vaccine misconception, this research explored Scopus, Google
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Scholar, MyCite, EBSCOhost, and Fatwd Mujamma’ databases using a
systematic literature review (SLR) procedure. 5076 studies on vaccination and
religion were identified between 2016 and 2021. After a thorough screening
process, only 25 studies reflecting religious discussion on vaccination were
extracted for analysis. Designed to synthesise religious sources, this SLR
identified Qur’anic passages and Hadith supporting vaccine uptake. The
results were also synthesised according to fatwa across types of vaccination.
This paper followed PRISMA in reporting the SLR study. In short, this study
is significant as it provides evidence supporting the need for vaccination to
safeguard the welfare and prosperity of the Muslim community. It should be
noted that religious messages must be incorporated into health communication
intervention strategies for educators, religious leaders, and advocates to inform
the public about the importance of vaccinations. This review further offers the
Malaysian Health Ministry a reference to be included as part of its strategies
from Islamic perspectives in combating vaccine refusal and anti-vaccination
movement among the Muslim community, as they compose the majority of the
population.

Keywords: Health Communication, Misconception, Religious communication,
Systematic Literature Review, Vaccine.

Abstrak: Semakin ramai individu bergantung kepada internet untuk
mendapatkan maklumat, semakin mudah dan cepat maklumat palsu berkaitan
kesihatan merebak. Salah faham terhadap isu vaksinasi yang berkait rapat
dengan pendirian agama juga agak sukar diubah kerana ia melibatkan
kepercayaan individu. Untuk memerangi salah faham terhadap isu vaksin
berkaitan agama, kajian ini meneroka pangkalan data Scopus, Google Scholar,
MyCite, EBSCOhost, and Fatwa Mujamma’ menggunakan prosedur kajian
literature sistematik (SLR). Sejumlah 5076 bahan berkaitan vaksinasi dan
agama telah dikenal pasti antara tahun 2016 dan 2021. Selepas proses saringan
menyuluruh, hanya 25 bahan penyelidikan yang mencerminkan perbincangan
agama berkaitan vaksinasi telah diekstrak untuk analisa. Bertujuan untuk
mensintesis sumber agama, SLR ini telah mengenal pasti petikan al-Qur’an dan
hadis yang menyokong pengambilan vaksin. Hasil kajian ini turut disintesis
mengikut fatwa berdasarkan jenis vaksinasi. Kertas kerja ini menggunakan
kaedah PRISMA dalam melaporkan hasil kajian SLR. Ringkasnya, kajian ini
penting kerana ia menyediakan bukti yang menyokong keperluan vaksinasi
untuk menjaga kebajikan dan kemaslahatan masyarakat Islam. Penting untuk
diingat bahawa mesej agama perlu dimasukkan sebagai sebahagian strategi
internvensi komunikasi kesihatan untuk digunakan oleh pendidik, pemimpin
agama, dan advokat untuk memaklumkan orang ramai tentang kepentingan
vaksinasi. Kajian ini selanjutnya menawarkan Kementerian Kesihatan Malaysia
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rujukan strategi dari perspektif Islam bagi memerangi penolakan vaksin dan
gerakan anti-vaksinasi dalam kalangan masyarakat Islam yang merupakan
majoriti penduduk di Malaysia.

Kata kunci: Kesalahfahaman, komunikasi kesihatan, komunikasi keagamaan,
kajian literatur sistematik, vaksin

Introduction

Health communication is characterised by the production and
dissemination of “health-related information, health-related interactions
among individual social actors and institutions, and their effects” on
various audiences such as institutions and social groups (Viswanath,
2008, p. 1). Health communication includes the process of mass and
interpersonal communication efforts geared towards enhancing public
well-being. Despite having its roots in doctor-patient communication,
health communication has expanded to include topics that are often
associated with public communication (Wanta and Myslik, 2019).
Consequently, the media has appeared to be a powerful tool for
advancing health-related agendas. However, the emergence of social
media has posed a challenge in health communication efforts. Many
unfounded information has been circulating, often driven by deliberate
disinformation and misinformation, aiming at swaying public opinion.
These false narratives can cover vast topics, but a particularly
concerning area is vaccine hesitancy and rejection. Arguably, global
vaccine resistance stems from a frequent misunderstanding regarding
vaccine-related concerns.

Vaccine hesitancy is defined by the World Health Organisation
(WHO) as delaying or refusing immunisations notwithstanding the
availability of vaccination services. This phenomenon began as a small
movement in Malaysia in 2012 and was seen to be increasing in 2016
(Kusnin, 2017). As reported in The Star (2019) newspaper, Selangor’s
government clinics recorded 1,603 incidents of vaccine refusal in 2016,
up from 637 cases in 2013. Pahang also documented the same problem
between 2014 and 2016, with an increase in parent reluctance to
vaccinate their children reaching 178 cases. Malaysia’s Health Ministry
stated that several vaccine-preventable diseases such as measles,
diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis, and tuberculosis, among others, showed
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a sharp upsurge in association with vaccine refusal (The Star, 2019).
Ghazali et al. (2023) also made the same observation that Malaysia
has seen a comeback of polio, which was previously eradicated in the
1990s. Just recently, hand, foot, and mouth disease (HFMD) were also
reported as having an increase in Terengganu with 533 cases between
January to 8 March 2025 (Bernama, 2025).

The spread of inaccurate information has affected immunisation
programmes when vaccine-refusal individuals openly influence the
public using online media. Social media information sharing has
accelerated the spread of the vaccine refusal phenomenon (Kusnin,
2017). Up until today, vaccine-related concerns are still being
disseminated through more inventive communication channels. Anti-
vaxxers — identified as persistent, moderate, and uncertain — were also
found to be active on social media discussing vaccination (Ghazali
et al., 2021). The employment of strong and convincing anti-vaccine
messaging makes it harder to refute vaccination concerns, even by
medical professionals (Mohamed et al., 2022). Compared to the
diseases they have prevented and controlled; vaccinations have been
accused of having more negative side effects. According to Alsuwaidi et
al. (2023), the major causes of vaccine hesitancy include sociocultural
differences, media disinformation, distrust of public health message,
and misunderstanding of the insignificant and coincidental adverse
effects of vaccination.

Therefore, this review is undertaken to explore faith-based messages
in dealing with vaccine misconceptions to increase vaccine literacy
among the Muslim community in Malaysia. This review is important as
it can be used by the Malaysian Health Ministry as part of the strategies
in combating vaccine refusal and anti-vaccination movement among the
Muslim community, as they compose the majority of the population.
Further, it will contribute to provide scholars and researchers with key
resources such as Islamic evidence supporting vaccine uptake and a
guide for preachers, teachers, and community leaders to educate the
public about vaccination in an effort to increase vaccine literacy in the
community.

Religious Misinformation

People without any training in health or science use bogus religious
information to confuse the Muslim community on matters related to
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vaccination (Zainudin et al., 2018). These ideas have had negative effects
on society’s well-being by discouraging people from getting vaccinated.
An example of this is the case of Covid-19. Despite the obvious negative
effects that Covid-19 has had on the world population, some people
continue to be reluctant to acquire vaccines. They continue to spread
misleading information on Covid-19 vaccination notwithstanding the
decline in the number of Covid-19 cases and severity after its rollout.

It could be argued that low vaccination rates in Muslim countries
are due to confusion brought by anti-vaccination movement and
misunderstanding. Specifically, the coexistence between religion and
science has become a barrier to successful completion of vaccination.
For example, the issue of misinterpretation of Islamic law has led to
vaccine refusal among the people in Pakistan (Perveen et al., 2021).
Wester et al. (2022) and Corcoran et al. (2021) claimed that individuals
with stronger religious values tend to refuse vaccination. Consistent
with this view, Zakar et al. (2020) disclosed that some Muslims believe
that they should give more to charity instead of getting vaccinated to
prevent Covid-19, as the disease is considered a result of Allah’s wrath.
Permissibility appears to be another reason as to why Muslims remain
hesitant to take vaccine, particularly on how vaccine is produced and
ingredients used. Doubts surrounding vaccine manufacturing is also
claimed to be contributing to this issue. For these reasons, Muslims tend
to refuse vaccination despite its ability to eradicate harmful infection.

To eliminate the ambiguity and misunderstanding over the need
of vaccination among the Muslim community, this paper argues that
Muslims should understand that following an immunisation schedule
provided by health institutions is one of the efforts to develop people’s
immunity against diseases. Therefore, to increase their comprehension
of the correct notion of vaccination and so encourage vaccination, an
effective communication strategy based on Islamic sources should be
implemented.

Scarcity of Religious Understanding on Vaccine

Based on the researchers’ search, many studies have been conducted to
address vaccination issues such as communication about vaccination,
campaign strategies for childhood vaccination, vaccine communication
intervention for parents, strategies to address vaccine hesitancy,
communication intervention for certain types of vaccine, vaccine
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communication in a digital society, and many others (e.g., Luetal., 2017;
Oku et al., 2015; Kaufman et al., 2017; Thomas et al., 2020). A number
of studies have also documented numerous vaccine communication
strategies to tackle vaccine hesitancy issues. However, communication
using Islamic sources and arguments to address vaccine misconceptions
has been a neglected area of study. Further, systematic Islamic
intervention in matters of health and science has been uncommon, as
most of them tend to be separated. This review is a response to Larson
et al.’s (2022) recommendation that addressing the grounds for vaccine
hesitancy, that is, religious concern, could become an effective means
to increase vaccine literacy within the community. Indeed, returning to
Islamic sources (Shaleh & Islam, 2024) is considered fundamental in
addressing this global challenge.

This paper analyses the existing literature that uses authentic Islamic
sources to explore the importance of vaccination. Aiming to increase
vaccine literacy by correcting vaccine religious misconceptions, this
article reports a literature review of key Islamic sources from databases
between 2016 and 2021. Dominant Islamic messages will be discussed
in relation to vaccine-preventable diseases as reported in the reviewed
studies. The objectives of this paper are:

1) To identify primary Islamic sources, Qur’an and Hadith, as
evidence to support vaccine uptake.
2) Tosynthesise the fatwa arguments used to legitimise vaccination.

To potentially control the spread of vaccine-preventable diseases, this
SLR study provides scholars and researchers with three key resources:
1) Islamic evidence supporting vaccine uptake; 2) a guide for preachers,
teachers, and community leaders to educate the public about vaccination;
and 3) an instrument to increase vaccine literacy.

Methodology

Systematic Literature Review (SLR) could contribute to the advancement
of different fields like social sciences, health care, technology (Ahmad
et al., 2023). The methodological approach in SLR enables researchers
to investigate the formulated questions more closely. Two main research
questions guided this SLR study:

1) What are the Islamic sources that have been used to address
vaccine related issues?
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2) What is the fatwa for specific vaccines?

By addressing these research questions, this SLR study can be synthesised
with other religious perspectives, specifically, Islamic justifications, to
combat vaccination myths and promote vaccine literacy.

Prisma

The SLR process is guided by atool called PRISMA (Preferred Reporting
Items for Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses). It gives researchers
an organised framework for efficiently conducting, summarising, and
evaluating systematic reviews and meta-analyses. In order to guarantee
transparency, rigour, and clarity throughout the review process, the
researchers in this study created a checklist of items using PRISMA
(Liberati et al., 2009). The use of PRISMA effectively guided and helped
the researchers to make evidence-based decisions while navigating the
complexity of SLR on Islamic vaccination strategies.

Developing Review Protocol

Based on Butler et al. (2016), the study developed a structured review
protocol using the PICo framework (Population, Interest, Context).
Research questions focused on identifying Islamic evidence and
fatwas related to vaccine misconceptions. The review protocol helped
determine which databases to use, who would conduct the search, how
many reviewers were needed, and the right keywords. It outlined a clear
search strategy, ensuring all key elements were covered to make the
SLR repeatable and trustworthy.

Databases Selection

Databases such as Scopus, Google Scholar, MyCite, EBSCOhost, and
Fatwa Mujamma’ were used to search for relevant literature in both
English and Arabic. These databases were selected to ensure a broad
and inclusive review.

Study Selection Process

The review followed a three-stage process: keyword identification,
screening, and eligibility assessment before final selection. From 329
initial studies, 25 were retained after screening for relevance to human
vaccination and Islamic sources. The SLR was conducted between
February and June 2022.
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In keyword identification, keywords related to Islamic discussions
on vaccination, such as “vaccine and Islam,” “vaccine Islam
misunderstanding,” “vaccine and religion,” and “Quran, Hadith, and
vaccine” were identified for searches in Google Scholar, EBSCOhost,
MyCite, and Fatwa Mujamma’. While in Scopus, some of the keywords
used were:

((“mitigat*” OR “reduc*” OR “alleviat*” OR “correct™*”
OR “crystaliz*” OR “lessen*”) AND (“confusion” OR
“uncertainty” OR “indecision” OR “misinformation”
AND (“communication intervention” OR “communication
strategy” OR  “communication  planning” OR
“communication activity” OR “communication campaign’)
AND (“islamic evidence” OR “muslim principles” OR
“quranic rules” OR “revealed approaches” OR “revealed
knowledge” OR “syariah proof” OR “religious sources” OR
“fatwa” OR “fatwa document” OR “spiritual guideline” OR
“hadith element” OR “hadith”)

Several searches were performed to find relevant studies, including
manual and citation searches.

Next, studies were screened to include those published from 2016
to 2021, focusing on journal articles and grey literature. The review
excluded books, theses, and websites. Only studies in English and
Arabic were considered, ensuring global relevance and consistency. In
this stage, 272 out of 329 studies were removed after screening their
titles and abstracts. In the third stage, another 32 studies were excluded
after reviewing their content, as they did not address human vaccination,
lacked Islamic sources, or mentioned unsupported fatwas.

In the eligibility assessment, quality of studies was assessed to
make sure the selected literature/articles only consist of related and
relevant articles to determine whether they could answer the RQs
fully/better/clearly or partially/some part or not at all. This part was
performed by review authors appointed for each database concurrently
and independently so that when discrepancies in findings found between
reviewers, they can immediately be discussed and resolved. At this
stage, the full text was evaluated according to quality and eligibility
of the study and could serve as a final check on inclusion/exclusion
strategy.
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Identification from electronic databases (Scopus,
Google Scholar, MyCite, ebscohost, Fatwa) (n = 5076)

l

Records identified Hand search (n = 29)
(n = 286) Citation search (n = 14)

Records identified Duplicates of records (n =76)
SCREENING (n =329) Studies not eligible because not related to
Islam and inaccessible (n = 108)
Exclude studies without supporting evidence
(n=7)
Exclude studies in Malay Language and
published before 2016 (n =80)

Records screened byl Studies not eligible because they cover non-
ELIGIBILITY title and abstract human vaccination, Islamic argument used is
(n =57) not about supporting vaccination, and fatwa

mentioned was not supported by Islamic
sources (n = 32)

IDENTIFICATION

DATA
ABSTRACTION & Studies included in
ualitative \esis
ANALYSIS D

Figure 1: Flow Diagram of the Study Selection Process

Articles that do not meet the quality criteria will be excluded for the
next stage. During the assessment, the researchers labelled the studies
by quality—high (answering both research questions) or moderate
(answering one research question), and not eligible (not answering RQs
at all). Any discrepancies will be resolved through discussion. All in all,
25 studies were selected. The process of the selection of the studies in
this research is summarised in Figure 1.

Data Abstraction & Analysis

To reduce bias (Shaffril et al., 2020), data were extracted by two
reviewers each for English databases and Arabic databases in parallel
and independently on the same articles. The extracted data were later
compared to see the reliability. Reviewers also discussed with the lead
researcher for any difficulty found in extracting data from articles. In
validity checking, the lead researcher then presented the data to other
researchers to be further discussed. The extracted data included types of
Islamic sources, vaccine misconceptions, and fatwas. Thematic analysis
was employed to synthesise the findings.

Findings and Discussion
Characteristics of the studies included in the SLR

From 25 studies, 19 came from Google Scholar, two each from Fatwa
Mujamma’ and Scopus, and each one from MyCite and EBSCOhost.
As shown in Table 1, among the characteristics of the studies included
were type of database, year of publication, language, type of vaccine
mentioned, quality, design, and region.
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Figure 2 provides the breakdown of the studies included in the SLR
and contributed to the final report. Regarding study locations, there were
two in Saudi Arabia, 10 in Indonesia, 11 in Malaysia, and only one in
each of Egypt and Jordan. Some studies did not include study locations;
instead, such studies were mapped using the primary authors’ places of
origin. In terms of the year of publication, 17 studies were published in
2021, three studies in 2020, two studies in 2018, and one study each in
2016, 2017, and 2019.
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Figure 2: Distribution of Studies Across Countries

Most of the studies (21) were in English with four in Arabic. To
minimise misunderstandings and challenges with translating the articles
into English, those authored in Malay were excluded from this evaluation.
The researchers decided to include studies written in Arabic as this study
involved seeking Qur ’anic and Hadith sources and publications in that
language are therefore expected. When it comes to the study design, 12
studies used the qualitative method, two used the mixed-method, and
11 were classified “others”. Studies referred to as “others” were non-
empirical due to the lack of primary data collection and lack of original
research. Opinion pieces, reviews, fatwas, viewpoints, commentary,
Islamic talks, and similar materials were included in this category.
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Themes from Qur’an and Hadith

This part addresses RO1 that reported over the period of 6 years of
studies reviewed, 18 verses from the Qur’an and 12 Hadiths were used
to address vaccine misconception and promote vaccine uptake. Some
Qur’anic verses and Hadith were mentioned several times in different
studies to argue why vaccination is needed. Religious scholars have
utilised the Qur’an and Hadith, which do not specifically mention
vaccination, to support their position that vaccination is both necessary
and lawful in Islam. This method indicates the dynamism of Islamic
jurisprudence, permitting decisions to be derived on novel matters by
interpreting foundational texts in light of current needs and contexts.
This procedure is a reflection of a broader methodology within Islamic
scholarship, which uses Qur’an and Hadith that entail legal and moral
guidance on issues related to vaccination. Table 2 shows a total of 20
and 15 studies used Qur’an and Hadith respectively in establishing the
law related to vaccination.

Table 2: The Charting of Qur anic Verses and Hadith across Reviewed Studies

No. Studies Region Types of  Qur’anic
Vaccines Verses Hadith
Discussed

1. Ahmed etal. Malaysia MMR, PL, 1 - Sunan Abi Dawud,
(2018) 29:3874

2. Alam (2021) Egypt C19 2:195 -

3. Alietal Malaysia RV 2:195 -

(2017)

4. Alwi & Akbar Indonesia MC 2:173  Sunan Abi Dawud,
(2019) 29:3874

5. Asni et al. Malaysia C19 4:59 -

(2021)

6. Azizetal Malaysia PB, C19 2:173 -
(2021)

7. Dar Ifta’ Jordan C19 5:32  Sunan Abi Dawud,
Urduniah 29:3855; Sunan Ibn
(2021) Majah, 13:2341;

Sahih Muslim,

46:2664; Sunan Abi
Dawud, 41:4587,
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No. Studies Region Types of  Qur’anic
Vaccines Verses Hadith
Discussed
8. Eid (2021) Saudi C19,CV 2:195  Al-Bukhari, 76:5779
Arabia
9. Fateh & Indonesia C19, SV 2:173  Sunan Abi Dawud,
Islamy (2021) 6:145  29:3874; Al-Bukhari,
76:5678; Sunan Abi
Dawud, 29:3855;
Sunan Abi Dawud,
1:63;
10. Hannanetal. Indonesia C19,SV,MD, 10:57 Sunan Abi Dawud,
(2021) PB, AZ 29:3874
11.  Harahap & Indonesia MR 44:38 -
Siregar (2021)
12.  Jamaludin & Malaysia PB 5:32  Jami® at-Tirmidhi,
Ramli (2021) 37:2416
13. Mardian et al. Indonesia C19,SV,AZ, 2:173 Sunan Abi Dawud,
(2021) PB, MD, JJ, 1:63;
SKYV, CS, SM
14.  Museliza et Indonesia TB, M, DTP, - Al-Bukhari, 76:5678
al. (2020) PL, HB
15. Nedjai & Malaysia C19, PB, MD - Sunan Abi Dawud,
Ouinez (2021) 29:3855; Muwatta
Malik, 36:1435
16. Nordin (2016) Malaysia RV, PL 5:32 -
17. Ouhab & Saudi Ccv - Al-Bukhari, 76:5779
Harbi (2021)  Arabia
18.  Rosetal Malaysia I 2:195 -
(2020)
19. Rosmanetal. Malaysia BX, RV 6:145  Sunan Abi Dawud,
(2020) 1:63; Sahih Muslim,
36:2051a
20. Sangajietal. Indonesia C19,SV,AZ  2:195 -
(2021)
21. Sanusietal. Indonesia MR 2:173 -
(2020) 6:119
22.  Sholeh & Indonesia C19, SV 10:57  Sunan Abi Dawud,
Helmi (2021) 29:3874
23. Zaharietal. Malaysia C19,PB, PL 2:195  Sunan Ibn Majah,
(2021) 5:32 13:2340
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No. Studies Region Types of  Qur’anic
Vaccines Verses Hadith
Discussed
24. Zain, & Indonesia C19, SV, R 2:195 -
Hasanudin
(2021)
25.  Zainudin et al. Malaysia DTP, RV, - Al-Bukhari, 76:5779;
(2018) MMR, BX, PL Al-Bukhari, 76:5678;
Sunan Abi Dawud,

29:3855; Sahih
Muslim, 46:2664

The Synthesis of Fatwa by Vaccine Types

This section presents the synthesis of fatwa issued by different
countries in promoting vaccine uptake to address RO2. In synthesising
the reviewed studies, the researchers only included those that
comprehensively discussed the process of fatwa derivation. Studies that
merely mentioned the gazette of fatwa is not accounted for analysis since
it did not provide detail explanations. Fatwa is the outcome of ijtihad or
legal views among jurists. It refers to “a collection of decisions or legal
opinions made together by the Muftis appointed as the members of the
National Fatwa Council” (Aziz et al., 2021, p. 420). Fatwa contributes
to the Islamic legal system by conveying religious legal concerns to
society (Muslimin et al., 2021). Table 3 summarises the fatwa issued
across types of vaccine in 15 studies.

Table 3: Fatwa on Different Vaccine Types

Fatwa Studies

Biothrax vaccine and  Rosman et al. (2020); Zainudin et al. (2018)
Rotateq vaccine

Covid-19 vaccination  Asni et al. (2021); Aziz et al. (2021); Dar Ifta’ Urduniah
(2021); Fateh et al. (2021); Jamaludin et al. (2021); Mardian
et al. (2021); Sholeh et al. (2021); Zain et al. (2021)

Measles and Rubella ~ Harahap et al. (2021); Sanusi et al. (2020)
Vaccine

Oral Polio Vaccine Nordin (2016); Zainudin et al. (2018)
Polio vaccine Rosman et al. (2020)

Sinovac vaccine Fateh et al. (2021); Hannan et al. (2021); Sangaji et al.
(2021); Sholeh et al. (2021); Zain et al. (2021)
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Biothrax vaccine and Rotateq vaccine

The use of BioThraxTM (anthrax vaccine) and RotaTeq (rotavirus
vaccine), which involve porcine in their manufacturing, is prohibited,
according to a March 2008 meeting of the Malaysian Fatwa Committee
National Council of Islamic Religious Affairs (Rosman et al., 2020).
The decision was made because, firstly, there is no urgency or necessity
(dariirah) around these two diseases in the country, and secondly, other
options are available without using porcine. If necessary, the Islamic
rule on this matter may be modified, provided that the vaccination is
only administered when necessary.

Covid-19 Vaccination

The resolution of the discussion (muzakarah) of the Fatwa Committee of
the National Council for Islamic Religious Affairs in 2020, determined
that Covid-19 vaccinations are permissible and mandatory for groups
that have been identified by the government. This decision will be
adopted by the Office of the Mulfti of the Federal Territories (PMWP)
(Jamaludin et al., 2021).

Measles and Rubella Vaccine

According to Indonesian Ulema Council (MUI), the use of MR vaccine
is impermissible (haram). However, a fatwa permitting its usage in
the event of an emergency or necessities (darirah) is decided. This
decision is based on a greater benefit for the community to avoid rubella
which is deadly according to experts. But if another vaccination that is
considered halal is discovered, its (MR vaccine) use will be outlawed.

Oral Polio Vaccine

Theuse oforal polio vaccine was made permissible due to the insignificant
amount of trypsin in the vaccine preparation. Studies revealed that the
final vaccine contains filtered trypsin that is undetectable. In addition,
in the state of necessity, what is forbidden (haram) could become
permissible.

Polio Vaccine

The European Council of Fatwa and Research, representing the second
school of thought, agreed that the polio vaccine containing pig-derived
trypsin (enzyme) is halal during the 11th Conference of the Islamic
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Centre in Stockholm, Sweden, from July 1-7, 2003. The decision was
made because istihlak took place. Istihldk has occurred as a result of its
little composition, which makes other halal substances more prevalent.
Additionally, istihalah also occurred, in which trypsin is no longer
regarded as a component of pigs.

Sinovac vaccine

Indonesian Ulema Council (MUI) viewed Covid-19 as a serious
public health threat in Indonesia, which could be prevented through
a vaccination programme (Fateh et al., 2021). According to MUI, the
use of Sinovac vaccine, which tries to shield the body from viruses,
is acceptable in Islam as long as the ingredients are pure and legal.
As interpreted above, when substances of the impermissible materials
have undergone the process of istihalah and istihlak that their original
substances could not be found, the vaccine can be considered pure.

Discussions

This SLR was conducted to identify the Qur anic verses and Hadith
that were used to prescribe the regulations on vaccination as well as to
map out the farwa linked to vaccination across various vaccine types.
This study commenced at the end of 2021 by covering all types of
vaccination not limited to Covid-19. Studies published between 2016
to 2021 were thematically synthesised. This study incorporated as
many studies as possible. However, the search led to studies from the
Middle East (Jordan, Egypt, and Saudi Arabia) and Asia (Indonesia and
Malaysia). Language and article accessibility were the primary causes
of the restricted search results. The vast majority of the studies that were
assessed were conceptual and qualitative that included commentary,
reviews, opinions, and discussions on the formation of farwas in relation
to Islam.

Much of the effort in this research was examining the available
Islamic sources and materials. This is vital because understanding how
Islamic legal rules were determined requires a careful reading and
comprehension particularly those in the Qur’an and Hadith. Reference
and discussion were also made with the researchers who had thorough
understanding of the issue being researched. This process was important,
particularly in maintaining the authenticity and trustworthiness of the
results being reported as it involved the derivation of Islamic rulings.
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This SLR identified a useful guideline for comprehending the
significance of vaccination to preserve a healthy community. The
presented Qur’anic verses and Hadiths provide strong evidence that
although vaccine is not directly mentioned, with the interpretation
from religious scholars, the sources could still be used as a foundation
to support vaccine uptake. This suggests that vaccination is seen as a
religious and ethical obligation to protect the health of the community
(ummah), in addition to being a medical need. The way Hadith and
Qur’anic verses are used to explain the benefits of vaccination is one
of the examples of how Islamic teachings are applied to modern health
practices. Vaccine was only invented in 1976 and was absent from the
Qur’an and Hadith. In spite of this, the studies that were evaluated saw
vaccination as acceptable as long as it did not contain ingredients that
were prohibited in Islam (e.g., Ahmed et al., 2018; Ali et al., 2017; Eid,
2021; Museliza et al., 2020; Nedjai et al., 2021; Hannan et al., 2021;
Ouhab et al., 2021; Zahari et al., 2021).

The concept of halal emerged as the most carefully considered
when determining whether or not a vaccine is permissible. The term
halal does not just relate to food and beverages. It also covers a wide
range of practices that adhere to shari‘ah as a way of life (Aziz et al.,
2021). The majority of research that examined the relationship between
vaccination and kalal took into account both scientific information and
the many [slamic sources that were presented in this paper. As discovered
in this SLR study, before reaching a legal provision, Muslim scholars
had presented and debated differences in opinions, demonstrating the
meticulousness of their deliberations. For instance, Islamic jurists
have typically backed the Covid-19 immunisation on the basis of life
preservation, necessity, public interest, and damage prevention.

It can be argued that, the broad discussion of scientific information
in relation to Islamic sources helped to develop deeper understanding
on the issues related to vaccination. This method is useful to invite
people to decide on matters related to their health not simply by relying
unreliable information, rather to look up for evidence that is genuine and
trusted. For example, a fatwa states that vaccinations are permissible
even during fasting. As Eid (2021) mentioned, a person who is fasting
does not break their fast by receiving a vaccination injection because
vaccinations do not involve eating or drinking. This demonstrates that
vaccinations during fasting are permitted, reflecting an understanding
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that the injection does not contradict the core principles of fasting, which
are abstaining from food and drink. Additionally, it also recognises the
harmony between religious and medical practices that infers the Islamic
jurisprudence can adapt to contemporary needs. However, without the
interpretation from Islamic scholars or experts, this understanding could
not be produced. Therefore, it is vital to reiterate that in addressing
modern medical practices from religious perspectives, religious experts
must be present.

Further, by mapping the fatwa across vaccine types, the researchers
discovered a wide-ranging coverage of Islam in addressing people’s
concerns regarding vaccine uptake. The review underscores that under
crucial circumstance, the impermissibility status of a vaccine could
change. As reviewed in most studies, several requisites should be
fulfilled before a legal provision related to vaccines could be made. This
practice negates the notion that Islam promotes backwardness because
the religion always comes up with up-to-date proof, rationale, and
decisions that are in accordance with urgent and relevant requirements.
For instance, before a fatwa is decided as binding a community, Muslim
scholars (mujtahid) use ijtihdd to find answers to issues that are not
addressed or addressed in the Qur ’an and sunnah but require a thorough
understanding of the texts. Muslim scholars use istinbat (deriving
technique) to carefully extract a legal provision from Islamic scriptures
(Qur’an and Hadith). Ouhab et al. (2021), for example, explored that
under normal conditions the use of gelatine is prohibited for Muslims.
Aziz et al. (2021) and Ouhab et al. (2021) argued that, on the basis of
emergency, when the gelatine in producing a vaccine has undergone
a chemical transformation process known as istihalah, the vaccine
becomes permissible.

The results of this research strengthen the academic contribution
in health communication, which can be situated in the Health Belief
Model (HBM). As posited by HBM, changes in behaviour can occur
only when messages address risks, barriers, threats, and benefits (Jones
et al., 2015). When delivered within cultural and religious frameworks,
faith-based messages will meaningfully influence individual and
communal health behaviours. As presented earlier, Islamic scholars
employed ijtihad and istinbat as tools to interpret and derive rulings that
position vaccination as /alal, permissible, and obligatory depending on
certain contexts. In line with HBM, this approach successfully removes
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obstacles (such as concerns related to impermissible substance),
confirms perceived vulnerability of the community or individuals, and
highlights advantages by fulfilling religious obligations.

Limitations

Though this review tries to assemble an overview of vaccine-related
fatwa, the language and timeframe of the selected reviewed studies
pose some limitations. Studies not included such as those that were not
accessible during data collection and beyond the selected timeframe may
have caused exclusions of views that could contribute to the richness
of discussions related to vaccination fatwa in Islam. The exclusion
of studies not related to religion and Islam may further eliminate non-
Muslim perspectives that could provide differing views. Therefore,
this paper suggests that future research should include non-accessible
sources using various databases to ensure a more globally representative
understanding of Islamic perspectives on vaccines.

Conclusion

Vaccine hesitancy and rejection have been linked in large part to
religious views (Alsuwaidi et al., 2023; Yusoh et al., 2023). According
to Yusoh et al. (2023), Muslims are more likely to decline or be reluctant
to receive vaccinations than non-Muslims, who may be more concerned
about the safety of the vaccine. With the complexities of the current
issues that contribute to this, health communication research should
explore every possible area to provide well-rounded information to
the public in keeping them informed. This is pertinent since health
decision making should not be made based on limited knowledge and
misunderstanding. In the context of Muslims in Malaysia, religious
perspectives could offer differing accounts as to why vaccination is
pertinent for their well-being. Hence, religious perspectives should be
explored and communicated to address peoples’ concerns related to
their belief. This SLR has contributed to provide a clear narrative that
Islam cannot be dismissed in life that its guidance could spread out to
existing and novel health-related matters. As much as technological
development leads to religious growth (Fajrie et al., 2023), this paper
enhances the perspectives regarding the role of religion in advancing
the health of community.
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Recommendation

This research proposes that information synthesised in this paper
should be communicated so that it will become a resource that brings
benefit to humankind. The synthesis of the reviewed studies could serve
as a decent source of information for communicators like teachers,
religious and community leaders, and health professionals to correct
the misunderstanding related to vaccination. Through consistent
communication, people will develop knowledge on health-related
matters more profoundly (Manan et al., 2023). This research further
recommends that close collaboration between religious and community
leaders with health ministry and professionals should be established
and maintained through health campaigns such as health-related themes
sermon (Padela et al., 2018), mosque-based exercise intervention
(Banerjee et al., 2017), and Muslim for better health Islamic discourse
in mosques (Mdege et al., 2021) so that the gap between religious beliefs
and medical recommendations could be reduced.
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