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Abstract

The main objective of the study is to reveal the role of zakat funds in improving
economic and social indicators in Islamic countries by studying the experience of five
countries that have a long experience in applying zakat. This study mainly seeks to answer
the following question: Does zakat funds in Islamic countries contribute to improving
economic and social indicators in these countries? In order to answer this question, the
experience of five Islamic countries with a pioneering experience in collecting and
spending zakat funds was studied, and these countries are: Malaysia, Algeria, Sudan, Gaza
Strip, and Kuwait. This study followed the qualitative approach in analyzing the content of
previous studies that dealt with the experiences of Islamic countries in the application of
zakat. The study concluded that Zakat is a regular financial tool and plays an effective role
in raising the level of economic activity through its direct and indirect effects on economic
and social indicators. The Islamic countries that applied zakat recorded a remarkable
improvement in the economic and social situation in the country, but this improvement
varied from one country to another according to the efficiency of applying zakat in
collection and spending .

Keywords: Zakat, Economic indicators, Social indicators, Efficiency of Zakat
application, Islamic countries.
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