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The Prophetic Tradition on the Creation of the Four Elements: Its
Gnostic and Ethical Connotations and Scientific Dimensions

Hadith Nabi Tentang Penciptaan Empat Elemen: Gnostik, Konotas
Etika dan Dimens Saintifik
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Abstract

This article is an attempt to comment on the Prophetic tradition on the
creation of the four elements (sand, fire, water and air) and to reflect on its
scientific connotations by looking into the characteristics of those elements
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in terms of strength and weakness as well as density and fineness. It also
ponders on their relationships with one another in accordance with their
natural order and their effect on each other. More importantly, the article
reflects on the spiritual meanings and Gnostic denotations and ethical
implications of the Hadith. This is done with the purpose of thinking out the
consequences of those denotations and implications for man’s life, conduct
and relations, especially in relations to his status of servitude to God
Almighty and his authority to dispose of the things that have been made
subservient to him in this world.

Keywords: The four elements, science, morality, virtues, servitude.

Abstrak

Artikel ini mencuba untuk mengulas mengenai hadith Nabi tentang
penciptaan empat elemen (tanah, api, air dan udara) dan menilai secara
konotasi saintifik dengan melihat ciri-ciri tersebut dari sudut unsur kekuatan
dan kelemahan, serta kepadatan dan kehalusan. la juga meninjau hubungan
antara satu sama lain mengikut peraturan semula jadi dan kesannya pada
setiap satu. Lebih penting lagi, artikel ini menilai makna spiritual dan
denotasi gnostik dan implikasi etika hadis. Ini dilakukan dengan tujuan untuk
berfikir kesan di sebalik denotasi dan implikasi kepada kehidupan manusia,
kelakuan dan hubungannya, terutama dalam hubungan dengan statusnya
sebagai hamba kepada Allah (SWT) dan kuasanya untuk melupuskan suatu
perkara yang dikurniakan dalam dunia ini.

Kata kunci: Empat Elemen, Sains, Moral, Nilai, Kehambaan.
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