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Tafsir (Explanation) and 7a’wil (Interpretation)
In Qur’anic Sciences: A Conceptual Study

Tafsir dan Ta’wil di dalam Ulumul Qur'an: Sebuah Studi Konsep
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Abstract

Having a widespread presence in the different disciplines of Arab-Islamic
scholarship, tafsir and ta’wil belong to a category of problematic and
controversial concepts in Muslim intellectual heritage. This study attempts
to trace out these two terms and their usage in the scriptural sources (the
Qur’an and the Traditions of the Prophet), the Arabic language, and their
early use by scholars, with a view to shedding light on the contexts in
which they had been used. The author aims by that at determining as
precisely as possible the differences between the concepts expressed by
these two terms and bringing to light the main thread knitting those
differences together. The study has found that ta 'wil has been used in the
Qur’an in a sense that does not depart from the linguistic meaning, while it
has been used in the Prophetic Traditions in a way that conforms to the
later conventional usage of scholars. The study has also shown that and
ta’wil had been used by early scholars, especially linguists and Qur’an
exegetes, synonymously, while the term of ta 'wil had also been used
distinctively from the term of tafsir. It is likely that the earliest technical
use of ta'wil is by Iman al-Shafi‘T in his book al/-Risalah. Then this
technical usage of fa 'wil became much widespread at the hands of Muslim
theologians (mutakallimiin), particularly when dealing with allegorical
Qur’anic verses (mutashabihat). The author has concluded that tafsir and
ta 'wil represent two levels of dealing with text whereby each level depends
on tools and elements that contribute to the purport of terms. They
constitute two well determined methodological springboards that have their
intellectual dimensions in the different branches of Islamic sciences, thus
pinpointing two angles in the explicatory and interpretive examination of
the text.

Key terms: Tafsir, ta’wil, term, concept, technical meaning, Qur’anic
sciences.

Abstrak

Istilah "Tafsir" dan Ta'wil" telah dikaji dengan luas dalam warisan
intelektual Islam, justru telah dikenal dan dijadikan perbincangan ilmiah
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yang luas di kalangan ulama-ulama Islam. Dan kajian ini mencuba untuk
mengulang kaji dua istilah tesebut bermula dengan menelusuri dari teks
asal (Quran dan Hadis), bahasa, dan penggunaan awal akan dua istilah
tersebut di kalangan para ulama, dan kemudian menjelaskan konteks di
mana mereka telah menggunakannya. Dan penyelidik juga akan
mengkaji perbezaan antara kedua-dua konsep dan melihat pengesanan
pautan yang ada pada perbezaan ini. Penyelidik melihat bahawa kedua-
dua istilah ini digunakan di dalam al-Qur'an tidak keluar dari pada
konteks erti bahasa, sedangkan di dalam hadis-hadis penggunaan istilah
ta'wil sesuai dengan yang digunakan oleh para ulama'. Penyelidik juga
mendapati bahawa istilah "tafsir" dan "ta'wil" telah digunakan untuk
masa awal, mungkin penggunaan tertua dipautkan kepada Imam Shafi'i
dalam bukunya ‘“al-Risalah”. Dan kemudian ulama' ahli ilmu kalam
meluaskan penggunaan "ta'wil" terutama dalam memahami ayat-ayat
mutashabihat. Penyelidik akhirnya sapai pada kesimpulan bahawa istilah
"tafsir" dan "ta'wil" adalah dua peringkat yang dalam asasnya adalah dua
cara untuk berinteraksi dengan teks-teks agama sebagai alat dan unsur-unsur
mencari magsad (matlamat) setiap perkataan. Tafsir dan ta'wil metode yang
mempunyai kriteria masing-masing dalam cabang ilmu Islam, yang
menyesuaikan setiap unsur untuk matlamat tafsiran teks-teks al-Qur'an.

Kata kunci: Tafsir, ta’wil, istilah, konsep, erti bahasa, ilmu-ilmu al-
Qur'an.
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