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Modern Qur’anic Exegetical Dlscourse and the Critique of Other
Religions: A Study of the Commentaries of al-Azhar and Zilal

Wacana Tafsir Semasa dan Kritikan terhadap Agama-Agama Lain:

Satu Kajian dalam Tafsir al-Zilal dan al-Azhar
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Abstract

This article attempts to analyze Qur’anic exegetical discourses
concerning critical engagement with other religious traditions by
focusing on the interpretation of the opening chapter of the Qur’an (al-
Fatiha) in two commentaries on the Qur’an: HAMKA'’s Tafsir al-Azhar
and Sayyid Qutb’s Fi Zilal al-Qur’an. This analysis is carried out
through examining the selected Prophetic sayings, the linguistic
intimations and references, and the intellectual and religious issues raised
by the two authors in their interpretation of the said chapter. The article
is postulated upon the idea that the selected Prophetic sayings as well as
linguistic intimations and references play an enduring authoritative role
in explicating the meanings of the Qur’an, whereas the intellectual and
religious issues differ according to the concrete cultural and religious
realities of the respective context of each scholar. By analyzing the
exegetic discourse in both commentaries we have been able to show how
each one of the two authors, though they were contemporaries, addressed
totally different set of issues, due to their geographical locations in the
wider map of the Muslim world. Our discourse analysis has enabled us to
appreciate the exegetical work in all its dimensions, especially its activist
and constructivist aspects.

Key words: Qur’anic exegesis, discourse analysis, interpretation and
reality.

Abstrak

Kajian ini bertujuan untuk menganalisis wacana tafsir berkenaan
kritikannya terhadap agama-agama lain, dengan fokusnya kepada tafsiran
Surah al-Fatihah dalam dua kitab tafsir, iaitu Tafsir al-Azhar oleh
HAMKA dan al-Zilal oleh Sayyid Qutb. Menerusi kajian ini analisa
dibuat terhadap pemilihan hadith nabi, rujukan bahasa dan isu-isu agama
dan intelektual yang dibawa dalam tafsiran mereka dalam Surah tersebut.
Kajian ini bertolak atas tanggapan bahawa hadith dan rujukan bahasa
berperanan dalam menerangkan makna al-Qur’an, manakala ada
perbezaan dalam isu agama dan intelektual perbezaan budaya dan realiti
semasa dalam konteks kedua-duanya. Dengan menganalisa wacana tafsir
ini, kajian ini menunjukkan bagaimana kedua-duanya membawa isu yang
berbeza, walaupun mereka hidup dalam waktu yang sama, tetapi berbeza
lokasi geografi dalam peta besar dunia Islam. Menerusi wacana ini, kita
dapat menghargai karya tafsir dalam semua dimensi terutama aspek
aktivis dan pengkritik yang membina.

Kata Kunci: Tafsir al-Qur’an, analisa wacana, tafsiran dan realiti.
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