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of Ruowledge

by Louay Safi

A Comparative Study
in Islamic and Western Methods of Inquiry

The Foundation of Knowledge critically examines research methods and
methodological approaches associated with mainstream scholarship, both in the
classical Muslim and modern Western scientific traditions. The author argues that
Western methods are helpful in analyzing social interactions, but they present
Muslim intellectuals with a serious problem in that they do not recognize
Revelation as a proper source of scientific knowledge. Classical Muslim meth-
ods are, on the other hand, primarily concerned with understanding the Divine
Text, but show little interest in studying social actions that do not fit into the
revealed norms. Given the difficulties outlined above, this study aspires to over-
come the shortcomings of both classical Muslim and modern Western methods
by forging a synthesis among elements of both. This synthesis is presented in a
unified model. However, the unified model, while building on the achievements
of Muslim and Western traditions, does not attempt to bring harmony between
the two traditions, but aspires to integrate the knowledge received from revela-
tions with that gained from human experience.

Louay M. Safi graduated in Civil Fngineering (B.Sc.) and in Political Science
(M.A. and Ph.D.) from Wayne State University, Detroit, Michigan. He is cur-
rently Associate Professor in the Department of Political Sciences and Deputy
Dean, Research Centre, International Islamic University Malaysia. He also
serves as Executive Director at the International Institute of Islamic thought,
Malaysia.
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The MUSLIM WORLD BOOK REVIEW, a quar-
terly journal published by the Islamic Founda-
tion, Leicester, U.K., in association with the
International Institute of Islamic Thought
(Herndon) U.S.A., provides a unique source of
information for all who are concerned with
development in the Muslim world. Most recent
publications in this field are listed and impor-
tant books are reviewed by eminent ‘world
scholars. It critically analyses views expressed
both in the West and the East on a variety of
issues related to the Muslim world. Each issue
of this journal is rich in information, criticism
and suggestions which go a long way to prom-
oting a better understanding of the Muslim
world and cementing healthy relations bet-
ween the East and the West. The MWBR is a
most effective forum for the Muslim response to Western scholarship.

Apart from the classified guide to resources on Islam, the MWBR also includes
occasional bibliographies on themes of vital interest for researchers and
students of Islamic studies.

INDEX OF ISLAMIC LITERATURE, a supple-
ment to the MUSLIM WORLD BOOK REVIEW,
has been launched to bring the same norms
of academic rigour, analytical clarity and Is-
lamic commitment that have made the MWBR
the mouthpiece of contemporary Muslim intel-
lectualism, to the field of bibliography. It not
only reports on the literature produced but
guides as well. Recognizing that bibliographies
function as ideological statements, the Index
acts in the service of Muslim scholarship.

Together, the Review and the Index are indis-
pensable for libraries, scholars and general
readers. Nothing published elsewhere
matches their ideational coverage, intellectual
depth and critical acumen.

Subscribe now and get the two for the price of one

Subscription rates:
UK OVERSEAS
(postage paid) (by Airmail)
£20.00

Individuals £28.00 ($56.00)

(214 subs = £6 postage)  (£14 subs = £14 postage)
e £30.00 £38.00 ($76.00)
Institutions (£24 subs + £6 postage) (£24 subs + £14 postage)
£7.50 £10.50 ($21.00)

Single copies

THE ISLAMIC FOUNDATION
Markfield Dawah Centre, Ratby Lane, Markfield, Leicester LE6 ORN, U.K.
Tel: (0530) 244944
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