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The Islamic Features in the Poems of Ali Ahmad Bakathir:
A Critical and Analytical Study

Ciri-Ciri Keislaman dalam Puisi Ali Ahmad Bakathir:
Satu Kajian Kritis dan Analitikal
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Abstract

The research sought to critically analyse the Islamic features in Ali Ahmad
Bakathir’s poetry, represented in his anthology “Azhar al-Ruba fi Shi’r al-
Saba” (Flowers of the hills in the poetry of the teens). It focuses on three
features: the soundness of the Islamic creed, the influences of the sacred texts
of the holy Quran and the prophetic tradition on the poetry of the writer, and
the poet’s portrayal of the woman. The study concluded that poems of Bakathir
were based on the Islamic perspective on the universe, man, and existence.
These are manifested in the soundness of the concept of creed, the correctness
in proving the arguments with the Quranic quotes. He was however criticised
because of his unlslamic approach of potraying woman.

Key words: Features, Islamic, poetry, Ali Ahmad Bakathir, an analytical
study.

Abstrak

Penyelidikan ini bertujuan untuk menganalisa secara kritis ciri-ciri Islam
dalam puisi Ali Ahmad Bakathir, yang terdapat dalam antologinya “Azhar al-
Ruba fi Shi'r al-Saba” (Bunga bukit dalam puisi remaja). la memberi tumpuan
kepada tiga aspek: kebenaran akidah Islam yang ditonjolkan, pengaruh teks
suci Al-Quran dan hadis Nabi SAW, dan gambaran penyair tentang wanita.
Kajian ini menyimpulkan bahawa puisi Bakathir adalah berdasarkan kepada
perspektif Islam tentang alam semesta, manusia, dan kewujudan. Ini
dimanifestasikan dalam konsep akidah yang benar yang dijadikan sandaran,
kebenaran dalam menggunakan petikan al-Qur’an untuk sesuatu penghujahan.
Dia bagaimanapun dikritik kerana pendekatannya yang tidak Islamik terhadap
wanita.

Kata Kunci: Ciri, Islam, puisi, Ali Ahmad Bakathir, kajian analisis.
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Guidelines to Contributors

At-Tajdid is a refereed journal published twice a year (June and December) by the
International Islamic University Malaysia (IIUM). Articles are published based on
recommendation by at least two specialized peer reviewers. Submissions must
strictly abide by the following rules and terms:

Be the author’s original work. Simultaneous submissions to other journals as
well as previous publication thereof in any format (as journal articles or book
chapters) are not accepted. (Should this happen, the author is duty bound to
refund the honorarium paid to the reviewers.)

Be between 5000 and 7000 words including the footnotes (articles); book reviews
between 1500 and 4000 words; conference reports between 1000 and 2500 words.

Include a 200-250 abstract both in Arabic and English.

Cite all biographical information in footnotes when the source is mentioned for
the first time (e.g., full name[s] of the author[s], complete title of the source,
place of publication, publisher, date of publication, and the specific page[s]
being cited). For subsequent citations of the source, list the author’s last name,
abbreviate the title, and give the relevant page number(s).

Provide a separate full bibliographical list of all sources cited at the end of the
article.

Qur’anic references (e.g. name of surah and number of verse[s]) must be given in
the main text immediately after the verse[s] cited as follows: Al-Bagarah: 25).
Hadith citations must be according to the following format: Al-Bukhari,
Muhammad ibn Isma‘il, al-Jami' al-Sakih (Beirut: Dar Thya’ al-Turath al-
‘Arabi, 1404/1988), “Kitab al-Zakah”, hadith no. x, vol. y, p. z.

Titles of Arabic books and encyclopedias as well as names of Arabic journals
cited must be in bold characters. Counterparts of all these in English and other
non-Arabic languages using Latin script must be italicized. Titles of journal
articles, encyclopedia entries, and chapters in collective books in any language
must be put between inverted commas (“....”).

Traditional Arabic should be used for main text (16 points) and footnotes (12
points) of articles/book reviews and conference reports. Simplified Arabic must
be used for main title (20 points) and subtitles (18 points).

Include a cover sheet with author’s full name, current university or professional
affiliation, mailing address, phone/fax number(s), and current e-mail address.
Provide a two-sentence biography.

The editor and editorial Board retain the right to return material accepted for
publication to the author for any changes, stylistic and otherwise, deemed
necessary to preserve the quality standard of the journal.

Submissions should saved in Rich Text Format (RTF) and sent to
tajdidiium@iium.edu.my
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