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Dramatical Approaches in Identity and Customs: A Descriptive
Analytical Study of the Novel: “La’nat al-Laymin” by the Novelist
Bakhit Dahya

Pendekatan Dramatik dalam Identiti dan Adat: Kajian Analitik
Deskriptif Novel: “La’nat al-Laymin” Karya Novelis Bakhit Dahya
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Abstract

La‘nat al-Laimiin (The Curse of the lemon) is a novel in which there are many
events and developing personalities in conflict and complexity. The writer has
competently managed to give us the picture for his characters in an astonishing
manner, interwoven aesthetically with the plot to end up with the ending that
he wished. The novel shows the importance of deploying creative heritage and
societal customs mixed with the direct religious heritage, to support and
strengthen its ideas in the novel. This analytical research is based on an
objective analytical descriptive methodology based on determining the type of
style predominant in the literary text. This is for the purpose of studying its
complexity, simplicity, clarity, and use. In it, the writer relied on diving into
the mysteries of the ambiguities of his village society which is exposed to the
environmental diversity, familiar with the customs and traditions of his society
which is imbued with its values and culture. There is no way to do that except
for those who lived in that environment. The writer talks about the story of
bringing lemon fruit to the quiet village which was later viewed a curse in the
writer’s prophecy. It is narrated and visualized by the novel. The research
seeks to study the events of the story and analyse the artistic image using the
dramatic approaches to discover the identity and customs of those people. This
is in addition to other aspects such as focusing on the writer’s style, language,
its strength in expressing the events, as well as studying the emotion that is
behind the motivation of the writer to produce this literary text. It would also
indicate the effectiveness of the dialogues in the novel, and the extent that the
plot was constructed in a correct manner.

Key words: approaches, drama, novel, curse of lemon, identity, habits.
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Abstrak

La‘nat al-Laimin (Sumpahan buah lemon) adalah tajuk sebuah novel yang
mengandungi banyak peristiwa dan watak-watak yang progresif yang terlibat
di dalam konflik dan kerumitan. Penulis telah berjaya memberikan kita
gambaran tentang watak-wataknya dengan cara yang mempesonakan, dijalin
secara estetik dengan plot dengan kesudahan yang diingininya. Novel ini
menunjukkan peri pentingnya menyebarkan warisan kreatif dan adat
masyarakat yang bergabung dengan warisan agama secara langsung. Ini
adalah bagi tujuan menyokong dan mengukuhkan lagi idea dalam novel
beliau. Kajian analitikal ini adalah berdasarkan metodologi deskriptif
analitikal yang objektif berdasarkan jenis gaya yang digunakan dalam teks
sastera. Ini bertujuan untuk mengkaji kerumitan, kesederhanaan, kejelasan dan
penggunaan gaya tersebut. Di dalam novel tersebut, penulis cuba menyelami
misteri kekaburan pandangan hidup masyarakat kampungnya yang terdedah
kepada kepelbagaian alam sekitar, akrab dengan adat dan tradisi masyarakat
mereka yang sentiasa disemai dengan nilai dan budayanya. Tidak ada cara
untuk menyingkap semua ini kecuali oleh orang yang tinggal di persekitaran
itu sendiri, dan penulis menangani kisah membawa buah limau ke kampung
yang tenang, jadi ia mewakili kampung itu sebagai wabak dan kutukan melalui
ramalan penulis. la diceritakan dan digambarkan oleh novel. Penyelidikan ini
bertujuan untuk mengkaji ciri teknikal penulis, menganalisis imej artistik teks
sastera dengan tepat dan terperinci, melalui pendekatan dramatik terhadap
identiti dan adat serta aspek lain seperti memfokuskan kepada gaya dan bahasa
penulis serta kekuatannya dalam mengekspresikan. peristiwa itu, dan
mengkaji emosi yang la mendorong penulis untuk menulis dan menghasilkan
teks sastera ini, untuk menganalisis kekuatan, kredibiliti, dan
kebolehgunaannya pada realiti, untuk menunjukkan keberkesanan dialog
dalam novel, dan untuk memastikan bahawa plot adalah dibina dengan cara
yang betul.

Kata kunci: pendekatan, drama, novel, sumpahan limau, identiti, tabiat.
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Guidelines to Contributors

At-Tajdid is a refereed journal published twice a year (June and December) by the
International Islamic University Malaysia (IIUM). Articles are published based on
recommendation by at least two specialized peer reviewers. Submissions must
strictly abide by the following rules and terms:

Be the author’s original work. Simultaneous submissions to other journals as
well as previous publication thereof in any format (as journal articles or book
chapters) are not accepted. (Should this happen, the author is duty bound to
refund the honorarium paid to the reviewers.)

Be between 5000 and 7000 words including the footnotes (articles); book reviews
between 1500 and 4000 words; conference reports between 1000 and 2500 words.

Include a 200-250 abstract both in Arabic and English.

Cite all biographical information in footnotes when the source is mentioned for
the first time (e.g., full name[s] of the author[s], complete title of the source,
place of publication, publisher, date of publication, and the specific page[s]
being cited). For subsequent citations of the source, list the author’s last name,
abbreviate the title, and give the relevant page number(s).

Provide a separate full bibliographical list of all sources cited at the end of the
article.

Qur’anic references (e.g. name of surah and number of verse[s]) must be given in
the main text immediately after the verse[s] cited as follows: Al-Bagarah: 25).
Hadith citations must be according to the following format: Al-Bukhari,
Muhammad ibn Isma‘il, al-Jami' al-Sakih (Beirut: Dar Thya’ al-Turath al-
‘Arabi, 1404/1988), “Kitab al-Zakah”, hadith no. x, vol. y, p. z.

Titles of Arabic books and encyclopedias as well as names of Arabic journals
cited must be in bold characters. Counterparts of all these in English and other
non-Arabic languages using Latin script must be italicized. Titles of journal
articles, encyclopedia entries, and chapters in collective books in any language
must be put between inverted commas (“....”).

Traditional Arabic should be used for main text (16 points) and footnotes (12
points) of articles/book reviews and conference reports. Simplified Arabic must
be used for main title (20 points) and subtitles (18 points).

Include a cover sheet with author’s full name, current university or professional
affiliation, mailing address, phone/fax number(s), and current e-mail address.
Provide a two-sentence biography.

The editor and editorial Board retain the right to return material accepted for
publication to the author for any changes, stylistic and otherwise, deemed
necessary to preserve the quality standard of the journal.

Submissions should saved in Rich Text Format (RTF) and sent to
tajdidiium@iium.edu.my
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