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Moderation in Foreign Relations as an Engine for Restoring the
International Status of Muslims: The Case Study of
Malek Bennabi’s Contributions
Kesederhanaan Dalam Hubungan Luar Negeri Sebagai Penggerak

Untuk Mengembalikan Status Antarabangsa umat Islam: Sumbangan
Melek Bennabi Sebagai Model
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Abstract

In the field of international relation especially considering the current
developments of world order; the Muslim world needs to assert its point
of view. In order to do so, the Muslim world should review their
contribution in this regard, starting from the characteristics of their
historical experience and revive it with reality. This paper seeks to provide
a brief outcome of the Muslims contribution to the theory of international
relations and their criticism of Western perception of it from three angles
(Their European foundations, their double vision, the conflicting values
they adopt). The paper also aims to provide the view of some Muslim
scholars in this aspect and to highlight the supreme value of justice that
control their external perspective. It brings to light the relationship of this
value to the value of moderation in international relation and how it is
manifested through its association with the Muslim doctrine and the
principles of interest and the fulfillment of covenants. Finally, the paper
provides an example of moderation in international relation through the
contributions of Malek Bennabi in building the relationship between the
aspects of power and survival and the extent of the ability of Muslims to
find a unified concept of humanity in the future.

Keywords: International Islamic Relations, International Islamic Values,
International moderation, Malek Bennabi, International Political VValues.
Clash of Civilization.

Abstrak

Dunia Islam hari ini perlu mempunyai pandangannya dalam bidang urus
niaga antarabangsa dengan melihat perkembangan dunia semasa. Oleh itu,
perlunya kajian semula sumbangan dalam aspek ini bermula dengan ciri-
ciri pengalaman sejarah dan memperbaruinya selari dengan realiti. Kajian
ini bertujuan mengkaji sumbangan umat Islam dalam teori hubungan
antarabangsa dan kritikan mereka terhadap persepsi Barat sekurang-
kurangnya dari tiga sudut (Aset Eropah mereka, visi ganda mereka, nilai-
nilai bertentangan yang mereka pakai). Tujuan kedua ialah untuk
mengetengahkan sudut pandang sebilangan umat Islam dalam aspek ini
dari sudut untuk menonjolkan nilai tertinggi yang mengatur perspektif
luaran mereka dan untuk menyoroti hubungan ini dengan kesederhanaan
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dalam urusan antarabangsa dan bagaimana hal itu ditunjukkan melalui
hubungannya dengan Muslim dan prinsip-prinsip kepentingan dan
pemenuhan perjanjian. Penyelidikan ini diakhiri dengan mendatangkan
contoh kesederhanaan dalam urusan antarabangsa melalui sumbangan
pemikir, Malek Bennabi, yang berkaitan dengan bagaimana membina
hubungan antara paksi kuasa dan sumbu kelangsungan hidup dan sejauh
mana kemampuan umat Islam untuk mewujudkan aliran penyatuan umat
manusia di masa depan.

Kata kunci: hubungan antarabangsa Islam, nilai Islam antarabangsa,
kesederhanaan antarabangsa, Malek Bennabi, nilai politik, konflik
ketamadunan.
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Guidelines to Contributors

At-Tajdid is a refereed journal published twice a year (June and December) by the
International Islamic University Malaysia (IIUM). Articles are published based on
recommendation by at least two specialized peer reviewers. Submissions must
strictly abide by the following rules and terms:

Be the author’s original work. Simultaneous submissions to other journals as
well as previous publication thereof in any format (as journal articles or book
chapters) are not accepted. (Should this happen, the author is duty bound to
refund the honorarium paid to the reviewers.)

Be between 5000 and 7000 words including the footnotes (articles); book reviews
between 1500 and 4000 words; conference reports between 1000 and 2500 words.

Include a 200-250 abstract both in Arabic and English.

Cite all biographical information in footnotes when the source is mentioned for
the first time (e.g., full name[s] of the author[s], complete title of the source,
place of publication, publisher, date of publication, and the specific page[s]
being cited). For subsequent citations of the source, list the author’s last name,
abbreviate the title, and give the relevant page number(s).

Provide a separate full bibliographical list of all sources cited at the end of the
article.

Qur’anic references (e.g. name of surah and number of verse[s]) must be given in
the main text immediately after the verse[s] cited as follows: Al-Bagarah: 25).
Hadith citations must be according to the following format: Al-Bukhari,
Muhammad ibn Isma‘il, al-Jami' al-Sakih (Beirut: Dar Thya’ al-Turath al-
‘Arabi, 1404/1988), “Kitab al-Zakah”, hadith no. x, vol. y, p. z.

Titles of Arabic books and encyclopedias as well as names of Arabic journals
cited must be in bold characters. Counterparts of all these in English and other
non-Arabic languages using Latin script must be italicized. Titles of journal
articles, encyclopedia entries, and chapters in collective books in any language
must be put between inverted commas (“....”).

Traditional Arabic should be used for main text (16 points) and footnotes (12
points) of articles/book reviews and conference reports. Simplified Arabic must
be used for main title (20 points) and subtitles (18 points).

Include a cover sheet with author’s full name, current university or professional
affiliation, mailing address, phone/fax number(s), and current e-mail address.
Provide a two-sentence biography.

The editor and editorial Board retain the right to return material accepted for
publication to the author for any changes, stylistic and otherwise, deemed
necessary to preserve the quality standard of the journal.

Submissions should saved in Rich Text Format (RTF) and sent to
tajdidiium@iium.edu.my
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