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The Concept and Etymology of the Word ""Literature’ in English,
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Konsep dan Etimologi Perkataan "'Sastera’ dalam Bahasa Arab,
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Abstract

This study aims to discuss the concept of literature in three languages:
Arabic, English and Malay. It tries to indigenize and compare the concept
in the three languages. It discusses the linguistic meaning of the term and
its derivatives as well as other terms that are associated with it. This is in
addition to the types, the general factors that influence the development of
its meaning until it became commonplace and fixed in the languages.
Some of the events that took place that contributed to the development of
certain terms through categorizing the different eras until the modern one.
The study is concluded by comparing the meaning of the term in three
languages regarding its linguistic and formal definitions.

Key words: Literature, similarity, difference, term, language, meanings,
modern era.

Abstrak

Kajian ini membandingkan antara konsep dan etimologi perkataan
“aal” dari bahasa Arab dan padanan Inggerisnya iaitu “literature” dan
padanan Melayunya iaitu “kesusasteraan”. Kajian menyelusuri ketiga-
tiga kata ini bermula dari makna dari sudut bahasa, diikuti dengan
istilah-istilah lain yang berkaitan dengannya, jenis-jenisnya dan faktor-
faktor penyumbang ke arah perkembangan makna sehingga menjadi
satu istilah yang kekal bagi setiap bahasa. Kajian juga mengaitkan
perkembangan makna dengan peristiwa-peristiwa yang berlaku.
Analisa dijalankan dengan membahagikan setiap kata tersebut kepada
zaman awal kemunculan kata sehingga zaman moden. Di akhir kajian,
persamaan dan perbezaan antara etimologi 3 kata ini dibentangkan dari
sudut bahasa mahupun istilah.

Kata kunci: Sastera, persamaan, perbezaan, istilah, bahasa, konotasi, era
moden.
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A W e w3 of 3(Paul Starkey) (Ske Jsb s
b bl e wl U] Py (oas e ad 2alST IS G Of 8" et
¢ (Modern) Y &oadl Lal, Ty uis ((Modern Arabic Literature) ;<)
& asY oWl &b cuadl e (literature) s ¢ (Arabic) &)
Sl A DL a8 ) ALl L3l Lo g Y1 3,81 e OF ey S
ahi Sl 0ty (el e auldl O dlaey pne el O RS G
) des (21798 ple jan o sl Dlal Euadl 4l oY) ek Bl
ISV "t 5 ) gl Jel an e Ll e gday Y cels
o al (Sl 5y pan 23 o B A Sl Sl J5 €y Cnmgpg V) o
Al L13] 80 cutdl gall oY) g Al OF 08w coall S e 2 )
e g oY1 ol

o i ¥ ol s (@sf) i O Jus (literature) psgde sax é

s L) 1
s L) 2

3 Paul Starkey, Modern Arabic Literature (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press,
2006), pp. 5-8.
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o Zdl" sy (365 1pl4) 2ST 2y boceraft » Juis 2alS) ods olo)
o #1779 ple LoV 50l ade slaxeVly aidys @ Capadl 1y ¢Sl Laal)
3L>) Lives of the English Poets 4™ IS5 gz (wsVly omall Jll |3
R et e NN RSOy R T GRE S

o e o e ST ST e Jud adSTl sl gre 3kt 21812 ple 2
P1812 ple (3 aabl i fed &9 (ipme aes

inme g aoge 3RS IS oag Al odb AT gme e 21860 ple (3
Llsle Koy adad L 8™ 5 5T e 5l #1985 ole 3

SN OA B 3 sl Ll Y1 sl ) (literature) 2os” s ¢
polite or il U ges Jsf (52l 35550 man 5o 25y Zedldl e
Jos) man of letter ikl o ) JUg «(3les) ka5 sf 1) humane learning
e LYY e )08y vl wel 3 I3 e e Bl el g ) (sT (gt
e gdal) 5 STl

el iy (3 2l ol les 5 & eV I3l 2m sy 3005

ekad) g ) Gn e - 21513 ple (Bradshaw) slis, JU -
s il laskasy (literature) (<aY1) Sls ¥ @l s csalalt oL
3 hke Bs 3> A 5oLl g e Of S s (e

Sobghsd) vgdh O e S L sle §oga" 1e158] ple 0y JU -
el g Y sl
Burne 1581: “Hes nocht sufficient literature to vnderstand the

1 See: http://www.etymonline.com/index.php?term=literature&allowed_in_frame=0,
(Accessed: Jan 5, 2018).
2 peter Widdowson, Literature, (London: Routledge,2005), p31.

#1375 L= National Literature asJ L1 41 Chaucer ,5sls sos Lodis $U3,
3 Widdowson, Literature, p31.


http://www.etymonline.com/index.php?term=literature&allowed_in_frame=0
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scripture”.
e Bl (ST 1605 ple e S Esle 08U bz B -
VOGS T LAY g C2ylally OIS IST (3 Baly BLE o Lol (4

“There hath not beene...any King...so learned in all literature and

erudition, diuine and humane”.1

ayld g ae el O Camte ) aall s fod AuST) ol by

mose 3 (3f) 2adS731780 ols Life of Milton (3 Ogwigr Joszal —
ollad di an) ) e W U3y c By all oY e 8T 4l 065 6" 16 (Jaid
il Al alasll

In “He had probably more than common literature, as his son

addressed him in one of his most elaborate Latin poems”.?

Pt OT (Jg'ij ceolalll iné Jae cmjé& SLla S AJ'DT Ol” J.>-T @0}» L} JL@}
.”G.:L@.» )T R

“His literature was unquestionably great. He read all the languages

which are considered either as learned or polite”.’

Lasysl Les™ gl Walies odstly (@alSUl gne ooy e (aldl 0,30 218 (3
&= (Literature) 2als"0) s ¢"Lele of 29 bt 282" 1(gpldY) 3585l aoene
Leis 21779 ols Life of Cowley 4lsS™ (3 Ssmisr S 48y (oY) 3 alle 1S
&8ss 4l 5B Bishop Sprat ol Csie (S Bl il e
VsV 3 AW B gty U1 Al asgyy s YU
Oyl B U] i ¥ Oaigr OF bty 6lusDleg Jodll 1ds (3 1 L35 13,

4l B ag codge (3 35Ul Bl 1 4 (3 a5l Uy iVl ogadl 3

et il

s ) 2

PO
4 Widdowson, Literature, p32.
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W O1 e e’ 11830 ale iy o 58 Ul Jiie () 031 (3 50
Usle 251 Al o L1 0555 Yy (380 055 Y ¢ dbye 055 Of g
o B4 1ay el sl Vs (3 oW1 O ) SIS s ety L2l 3l
U O5eSary Blym Y (3 S il O s 3

shaidl G cpkiade OYIL Y LIS (poetry) s (poet) cpdaall O 425
s of B e mlld) 0 i Yl thalay 2ol Y) RSN pygdl crnileg )l
2. cplly oot s e iy sl ) LS 3 el 2080 o)

omae o3l b zee UL (literature) s Jsf e meld) O
e Ml & L] S r S ol fee S b 4 2p5ansil
e ol meoly diis 2T OVl gan OV ool Wy s k) 378 (3
CeuYly Jldl s g oLl

“Literary product as a whole; the body of writings produced in a
particular country or period or in the world in general. Now also in a more
restricted sense, applied to writing which has claim to consideration on
the ground of beauty of form or emotional effect...”.3

BLoYhg OV degds U1zl ] 03T 0K Wb ¢ adl s (36 s 13

o3V jolis e ppais 13lo) 4 OF LS OISy 0Ll e 10 7T (a3 )

toa¥) Li,ad dictionary.com esysl Lo aall e gilass Yy Jldl L
AL ool e (ame Candy Fme By ime 28l ISUN SLLS) K"

“The entire body of writings of a specific language, period, people,
etc.: the literature of England”.

ey ol camidly aall a5l Jo a1 i a8 g Of pi

s L) E
B340 (sl g b 2

cdnts 3sLd) 3
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.q:iﬁ\ ols
(Ssos ST 0da 0 21857 ole (Buckle) ST s o s ey
o a4y (B3 06T SISt 09K d 635400 b Tmns Wl 3 OTI3] L2V
Voprs Ay e @l

Bb oYl psede (3 JLdbl aet ol e ol 0,0 e W Ciad) g
Slodlas s ool coslal mogsy 031 3l baygs ) il JlesYl Lo
S oWy okl SN CoY e e cans) e addl A S
JU Slodbnall sdgs Miakall azl Jlas' s CGUY Oy il OV
B elad) dayg aidl oda 3 382 3508yl wmms 4 sl ) Gagpedl OF e

cigdd) oW L psgde pewds s sdle

z

Yy

S ol OB AT s ke m)las ol Wb G i OF @l 13l
B Jei 0 Y e Ll b Sles 0T e Y5 s ds (literature)
Mgl " BT cladl 2 Y BB Wy et cSTLlg (sl e Sl O

“George novels are literature whereas Fleming’s Bond books are

unquestionably not”.

iols 1S W Ofy el e Jod wdSliterature OF Wl Ls g
.L}'JT B JlesV o Jes ngf Hlael uﬁ{‘)fb Yy giid 4
3 ke B3l Y oons e mnld O AN e ) Caadl (3 L LS
Bpade Wites 530e oY) L2 (ASay (a1820 ple by (Ald] O 35 desls
oV sl sl Skl Jof OS5 (A 1 (3 172D e jlally Slaaldl sl 3
OS5 ¢21904 ple M3 (3,943l dnslr - (Sir Walter Raleigh) &3, g e

=31 ((Sir Arthur Quiller Couch) 28" ks )50 s 52 =358 V)

1J. A Cuddon, A Dictionary of Literary Terms (Great Britain: Penguin Reference, 1982),
p. 365.
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skl SLY G Ly AL olaalst "LslsTy LY arlll colal )" 3 U3 s
e ol O e Y a3 sVl A e Lo T i

M@V aid) tesle" LS (LA Richards) esjbiyy ol (41924 ale (39
oV SL B a OF Jal- Ldds ag 21926 ple " atlly plall” LS £
sy b,

Baryds L tipal ojlle jegles EU3 s 205V lul ) sk (0SKay

bors ab el oW el e e ool (mlliall i a (2 e
ez 15 Y AadS) ods OF V) tlapi g 2dblally JLkly g1l JLk e 053
Jins Gles SLLS™ dictionary.com aoras 03,50 Lo Lgia €20l & Olas e
U osall e ol ey gl e e STl S0 s ¢l et na

“The writings dealing with a particular subject: The literature of

ornithology”.!

(lapendl Jan s gdas 33l ST sa (literature) 2SS 5T sae 2liag
ol QT L= u.gfij\ fda 9 e Z\fj& Olwtn Laes C)b}’\&}!\j cC)\j&J\j
2 sl gl (3 of 5oV o) Uglie (3 slo cclogally 22 1S
Any kind of printed material, as circulars, leaflets, or handbills

literature describing company products.

G Y e}g.u W]
@ sldly oW Bl Ol e oV3ladly Jud e (0f) mlaas I Y
Lé'“ m.:aLiL\ oda B i L) ﬁ\.&l\ oda O Q‘ﬁjw Ogpy 3) (gt Jessl

! Dictionary.com Unabridged. Random House, Inc.
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/literature (Accessed: Nov 15, 2015).

cdnts 3sLd) 2
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Aol Sliet Cratdl gally gl Y1 gl -
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S gty Slemidly lpdl e gt Sl oS -

Dty S -
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Slor %990 2alS” a9 «(Kesusasteraan) ellaas 591 (3 (o) 2dS” L
LU sofy gt Ogargy Y e 1 oW il o o 500 ey ¢ o o0

(oY) o Lpam ledo sde o (Kesusasteraan) els” Calls,
Olesre t(ke...an) (an) g>Wly (Ke) gLl ¢ fo¥) 58w 231 Lang
L IS sl adgaidly ayaall Jo AN alol 28 e 0Ny Oldis Olgdle
Zocudadly milad ey Ly ) el e (922 Ly oS 5 s ooz
«(sastera) s (Su) o cpmbeie o 0585y ¢ oVl iz S (susastera) aels” Ll
((SU) prall 3i% (kesastraan) s» 5T Bilaas s liY) aomall 380 3
Y .

“Kesastraan: perihal sastra (maknanya lebih luas daripada

kesusastraan)”.3

(SU) 2 Slasd o S5 e 0S5 (susastera) 2SO cp= Ul jan S34

3 pdsiey L d C,JL:J\j c(gJ« R ‘V‘I’/‘:‘ cjol:) ] Jf}“ e(tra)j c(SaS))

! See: Hashim Awang etl, Mendekati Kesusasteraan Melayu (Petaling Jaya: Penerbit
Fajar Bakti Sdn Bhd,1985), p1.

2 Harun Mat Piah etl, Kesusasteraan Melayu Tradisional (Kuala Lumpur: Dewan Bahasa
dan Pustaka,2000), p2.

3 http://kbbi.web.id/sastra (Accessed: Feb 19, 2018).
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S alims Limy Sy cond) 508 2l b 285 Yy & ik 25 3 (Bastri) a5
A el sy 80ay 80" sas men-sastra 2 0sSoll Jsk 3 sl Slull (3
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“Sl kitab ilmu pengetahuan pusaka, kitab yang mengandungi ramalan

! Harun Mat Piah etl, Kesusasteraan Melayu Tradisional, p3.
20 s g 2
s L) 3
4J Gonda, Sanskrit In Indonesia (Nagpur: The International Academy of Indian Culture,
1952) p76.

Wi e Bher o T IS0 clmigll] 38 Ul Lugs ablie 3 o8 ) Dgmagd S ) 2
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® Gonda, Sanskrit In Indonesia, p50.
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https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D9%85%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%B7%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AA_%D8%A5%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A5%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%AC%D8%B2%D8%B1_%D8%B3%D9%88%D9%86%D8%AF%D8%A7_%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D8%BA%D8%B1%D9%89
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%AC%D8%B2%D8%B1_%D8%B3%D9%88%D9%86%D8%AF%D8%A7_%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D8%BA%D8%B1%D9%89
https://ar.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%D9%85%D8%B6%D9%8A%D9%82_%D9%84%D9%88%D9%85%D8%A8%D9%88%D9%83&action=edit&redlink=1
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A
https://ar.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%D9%85%D8%B6%D9%8A%D9%82_%D8%A3%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3&action=edit&redlink=1
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%AC%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A9_%D8%B3%D9%88%D9%85%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%A7
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%AC%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A9_%D8%B3%D9%88%D9%85%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%A7
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%AC%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A9_%D8%B3%D9%88%D9%85%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%A7
https://ar.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%D8%B4%D8%A8%D9%87_%D8%AC%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A9_%D8%B3%D9%8A%D9%83%D9%88%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%86%D8%BA&action=edit&redlink=1
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L http://prpm.dbp.gov.my/Search.aspx?k=sastera (Accessed: Feb 19, 2018).
2 Hashim Awang etl, Mendekati Kesusasteraan Melayu, p1.
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“Tradisi Lisan: Prosa”, dalam Sahlan Mohd. Saman (penyunting), Persuratan Melayu:
Tradisional ke Moden (Bangi: Penerbit Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia, 2005) p15-54.
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Cite all biographical information in footnotes when the source is mentioned for
the first time (e.g., full name[s] of the author[s], complete title of the source,
place of publication, publisher, date of publication, and the specific page[s]
being cited). For subsequent citations of the source, list the author’s last name,
abbreviate the title, and give the relevant page number(s).

Provide a separate full bibliographical list of all sources cited at the end of the
article.

Qur’anic references (e.g. name of surah and number of verse[s]) must be given in
the main text immediately after the verse[s] cited as follows: Al-Bagarah: 25).
Hadith citations must be according to the following format: Al-Bukhari,
Muhammad ibn Isma‘il, al-Jami' al-Sakih (Beirut: Dar Thya’ al-Turath al-
‘Arabi, 1404/1988), “Kitab al-Zakah”, hadith no. x, vol. y, p. z.

Titles of Arabic books and encyclopedias as well as names of Arabic journals
cited must be in bold characters. Counterparts of all these in English and other
non-Arabic languages using Latin script must be italicized. Titles of journal
articles, encyclopedia entries, and chapters in collective books in any language
must be put between inverted commas (“....”).

Traditional Arabic should be used for main text (16 points) and footnotes (12
points) of articles/book reviews and conference reports. Simplified Arabic must
be used for main title (20 points) and subtitles (18 points).

Include a cover sheet with author’s full name, current university or professional
affiliation, mailing address, phone/fax number(s), and current e-mail address.
Provide a two-sentence biography.

The editor and editorial Board retain the right to return material accepted for
publication to the author for any changes, stylistic and otherwise, deemed
necessary to preserve the quality standard of the journal.

Submissions should saved in Rich Text Format (RTF) and sent to
tajdidiium@iium.edu.my
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