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Ibn Hazm and Classification of Religions Preliminary Enquiries into
the Theory of Meta-Religion

Ibn Hazm dan Klasifikasi Agama Penelitian Awal dalam Teori Meta-
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Abstract

This study focuses on Ibn Hazm contribution to the classification of religion.
It explains both the structure and the objectives of his classification. The
study pays special attention to the time frame and epistemological structures
that influenced Ibn Hazm’s project. It shows how his limited information
about eastern religions had a negative impact on parts of his classification.
Although Ibn Hazm is partially polemical in his account, yet an overall
assessment of his efforts shows the real value of the evaluative principles for
establishing truth and falsity in religions. This study shows the tremendous
impact of Ibn Hazm’s efforts on the history of religion as a contemporary
discipline and how the results of his investigations on the Bible have been
widely accepted by the scholars of the Biblical Studies. This is because his
line of investigation is not limited to a mere description of the religious
phenomena, but rather he carried on this endeavor to include an objective
evaluation. This exactly what a contemporary scholar of history of religion
like Ismail Ragi Al Farugi discovered in Ibn Hazm this significant
contribution and developed it into a full-fledged theory of meta-religion.
Perhaps, Al Faruqi’s theory of meta-religion with its evaluative principles is
nothing but a genuine effort to complete Ibn Hazm’s project. Obviously, Al
Farugi connected his academic project with phenomenology of religion and
made the supposition of meta-religion as a meaningful effort to go beyond
the mere description of the religious phenomena. This is where we can safely
say he certainly completed Ibn Hazm’s efforts.

Keywords: lbn Hazm, Classification of Religions, the Theory of meta-
religion.

Abstrak

Kajian ini memberi tumpuan kepada sumbangan Ibnu Hazm kepada
pengelasan agama yang menerangkan kedua-dua struktur dan objektif
klasifikasinya.Kajian ini memberikan perhatian khusus kepada kerangka
masa dan struktur epistemologi yang mempengaruhi usaha akademik Ibn
Hazm.la menunjukkan bagaimana maklumatnya terhad mengenai agama-
agama yang berasal dari timur mempunyai kesan negatif terhadap bahagian-
bahagian klasifikasinya. Namu perlu ditekankan bahawa usahanya objektif
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dan tidak berat bagi yang mana beliau meletakkan piawaian bagi
menunjukkan nilai sebenar prinsip evaluatif untuk mewujudkan kebenaran
dan kepalsuan dalam agama. Kajian ini menunjukkan kesan besar usaha lbn
Hazm terhadap sejarah agama sebagai disiplin kontemporari dan bagaimana
hasil penyiasatannya terhadap Bible telah diterima secara luas oleh para
sarjana Pengajian Bible.Ini kerana garis penyiasatannya tidak terhad kepada
penerangan fenomena keagamaan semata-mata malah dia melaksanakan
usaha ini untuk memasukkan penilaian objektif.Inilah idea yang dibawakan
oleh seorang sarjana kontemporari sejarah agama yang ditemui Ismail Ragi
Al Farugi pada Ibn Hazm yang menjadi sumbangan penting dan
mengembangkannya menjadi teori meta-agama.Teori meta-agama Al Farugi
dengan prinsip evaluatifnya hanyalah satu usaha untuk melengkapkanidea
gagasan Ibn Hazm.Al Farugi menghubungkan usaha akademiknya dengan
pemahaman tentang fenomena keagamaan dengan pendekatan meta-agama
yang bertujuan meletakkan prinsip-prinsip untuk bergerak dari tahap
pemahaman kepada peringkat penilaian.

Kata kunci: Ibn Hazm, Klasifikasi Agama, Teori Meta-Agama.
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Include a 200-250 abstract both in Arabic and English.

Cite all biographical information in footnotes when the source is mentioned for the
first time (e.g., full name[s] of the author[s], complete title of the source, place of
publication, publisher, date of publication, and the specific page[s] being cited).
For subsequent citations of the source, list the author’s last name, abbreviate the
title, and give the relevant page number(s).

Provide a separate full bibliographical list of all sources cited at the end of the
article.

Qur’anic references (e.g. name of surah and number of verse[s]) must be given in the
main text immediately after the verse[s] cited as follows: Al-Bagarah: 25).

Hadith citations must be according to the following format: Al-Bukhari,
Muhammad ibn Isma‘il, al-Jami " al-Sakih (Beirut: Dar Thya’ al-Turath al-*Arabi,
1404/1988), “Kitab al-Zakah”, hadith no. x, vol. y, p. z.

Titles of Arabic books and encyclopedias as well as names of Arabic journals cited
must be in bold characters. Counterparts of all these in English and other non-
Avrabic languages using Latin script must be italicized. Titles of journal articles,
encyclopedia entries, and chapters in collective books in any language must be put
between inverted commas (“....”).

Traditional Arabic should be used for main text (16 points) and footnotes (12
points) of articles/book reviews and conference reports. Simplified Arabic must be
used for main title (20 points) and subtitles (18 points).

Include a cover sheet with author’s full name, current university or professional
affiliation, mailing address, phone/fax number(s), and current e-mail address.
Provide a two-sentence biography.

The editor and editorial Board retain the right to return material accepted for
publication to the author for any changes, stylistic and otherwise, deemed
necessary to preserve the quality standard of the journal.

Submissions should saved in Rich Text Format (RTF) and sent to
tajdidiium@iium.edu.my
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