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Good Governance in the Fatwas of ‘Allamah Muhammad Abu
Zahrah

Konsep Kerajaan yang Baik dalam Fatwa ‘Allamah Muhammad Abu
Zahrah
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Abstract

This paper aims to outline the meaning of good governance from the fatwas
and views in the policies based on the Islamic sources by Syeikh Muhammad
Abi Zahrah. He has a significant role in this aspect of knowledge and was
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very instrumental in calling for it to fight corrupted governance and
dictatorial tyranny as well as to uncover the negative trends in Islamic
governance and society. The researcher uses analytical deductive method to
find these aspects in the fatwas of the Syeikh. It concludes with some
observations, among which are; that the Islamic state — according to the
definition of the Syeikh — is a country where a Muslim feels that his life and
property are safe under the rule of Islam; the pillars of good governance are
justice, consultation among the ruling members (Syiira), implementing the
rules in Quran and Sunnah and common interest.

Keywords: Good governance, Fatwas, Muhammad Abt Zahrah, Islamic
state

Abstrak

Kajian ini bertujuan menjelaskan makna ‘kerajaan yang baik’ melalui
penelitian terhadap fatwa-fatwa dalam bidang siyasah syariah (politik Islam)
menurut Syeikh Muhammad Abu Zahrah. Ini kerana beliau mempunyai
peranan yang besar dalam memerangi kerajaan yang menyeleweng, zalim
dan diktator. Kajian juga membongkaran kebatilan pemikiran-pemikiran
negatif terhadap pemerintahan Islam dan masyarakat Islam. Kaedah induktif-
analisa digunakan bagi meneliti fatwa-fatwa Syeikh Abu Zahrah. Hasilnya,
kajian ini menemukan beberapa dapatan, antaranya: Negara Islam menurut
definisi Syeikh adalah tempat yang di mana orang Islam merasa tenteram
terhadap diri dan hartanya di bawah naungan pemerintah Islam. Menurut
beliau, prinsip asas negara Islam adalah keadilan, syura, perlaksanaan
hukum-hukum yang ditetapkan dalam al-Quran dan Sunnah serta mengikut
maslahat.

Kata Kunci: Kerajaan yang baik, Fatwa, Muhammad Abu Zahrah, Negara
Islam
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abide by the following rules and terms:
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< Be the author’s original work. Simultaneous submissions to other journals as
well as previous publication thereof in any format (as journal articles or book
chapters) are not accepted. (Should this happen, the author is duty bound to refund
the honorarium paid to the reviewers.)

% Be between 5000 and 7000 words including the footnotes (articles); book reviews
between 1500 and 4000 words; conference reports between 1000 and 2500 words.

% Include a 200-250 abstract both in Arabic and English.

& Cite all biographical information in footnotes when the source is mentioned for
the first time (e.g., full name[s] of the author[s], complete title of the source, place of
publication, publisher, date of publication, and the specific page[s] being cited). For
subsequent citations of the source, list the author’s last name, abbreviate the title,
and give the relevant page number(s).

% Provide a separate full bibliographical list of all sources cited at the end of the
article.

% Qur’anic references (e.g. name of surah and number of verse[s]) must be given in
the main text immediately after the verse[s] cited as follows: Al-Bagarah: 25).

% Hadith citations must be according to the following format: Al-Bukhari,
Muhammad ibn Isma‘il, al-Jami' al-Sahih (Beirut: Dar Thya’ al-Turath al-"Arabi,
1404/1988), “Kitab al-Zakah”, hadith no. x, vol. y, p. z.

% Titles of Arabic books and encyclopedias as well as names of Arabic journals
cited must be in bold characters. Counterparts of all these in English and other non-
Arabic languages using Latin script must be italicized. Titles of journal articles,
encyclopedia entries, and chapters in collective books in any language must be put
between inverted commas (“....”).

% Traditional Arabic should be used for main text (16 points) and footnotes (12
points) of articles/book reviews and conference reports. Simplified Arabic must be
used for main title (20 points) and subtitles (18 points).

< Include a cover sheet with author’s full name, current university or professional
affiliation, mailing address, phone/fax number(s), and current e-mail address.
Provide a two-sentence biography.

% The editor and editorial Board retain the right to return material accepted for
publication to the author for any changes, stylistic and otherwise, deemed necessary
to preserve the quality standard of the journal.

% Submissions should saved in Rich Text Format (RTF) and sent to
tajdidiium@iium.edu.my or trough website: http://journals.iium.edu.my/at-
tajdid/index.php/Tajdid
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