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Islamization of Knowledge and Intercivilizational Encounter with the
West: A Study on the Thoughts of 'Irfan 'Abd al-Hameed Fattah

Islamisasi Ilmu dan Mendepani Silang Hubungan Tamadun Barat:
Kajian Pemikiran 'Irfan 'Abd al-Hameed Fattah
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Abstract

The question regarding the extent of assimilation of Islamic thought to the
western values became a mainstream discourse among Muslim intellectuals
particularly upon penetration of Western thought and ideals in the landscape of
Islamic thought. Various approaches emerged, and the most identified most
are; absolute rejection of western ideas and values, considering the fact that
those western ideas are totally against Islam. Secondly, absolute acceptance of
those ideas and perceiving them as possible means towards manifesting
advancement and progress in Muslim countries. Thirdly, a mediating position
which promulgates the idea of embracing all positive domains in the western
values and rejecting all their negative elements. Amidst series of intellectual
and civilizational discourse on relationship between Islam and the West, the
idea of Islamization of Knowledge (IOK) emerge. Proponents of IOK consider
the idea as moderate approach in dealing with the western civilization and
culture. They come up with certain guidelines for Muslims to have an
appropriate dealing with the West, thus enabling them to distinguish between
the positive and negative elements in such kind of civilization. This article is an
attempt to shed a light on ways of assimilation of the West, by accentuating on
the model of IOK and guidelines in dealing with the West formulated by a
well-renowned scholar, ‘Irfan 'Abd al-Hameed Fattah. The article also attempts
to compare the efforts done by ‘Irfan with earlier proponents IOK, namely; al
Faruqi and al-Attas.

Keyword: Islamization of Knowledge, Islamic Thought, Western Thought,
Assimilation, 'Irfan 'Abd al-Hameed Fattah.

Abstrak

Sejauh mana asimilasi nilai pandangan alam Barat dalam pemikiran Islam
telah menjadi wacana utama intelektual Muslim.Pelbagai pendekatan
muncul, pertama; penolakan mutlak nilai-nilai tersebut justeru
percanggahannya dengan nilai-nilai Islam.Kedua; penerimaan mutlak apa
sahaja bawaan Barat sebagai kerangka kemajuan dan ketamadunan.Ketiga;
Pendekatan jalan tengah, iaitu mengambil segala sisi positif nilai
ketamadunan dan pemikiran Barat dan menolak segala sisi negatif.Dalam
mendepani kemelut wacana intelektual dan tamadun ini, gagasan islamisasi
ilmu muncul dengan membawa pendekatan yang moderat dan terbaik bagi
mendepani cabaran nilai-nilai pandangan alam Barat. Artikel ini cuba
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mengenegahkan model Islamisasi ilmu yang digagaskan oleh 'Irfan 'Abd al-
Hameed Fattah seorang ilmuan terkemuka. Perbandingan antara gagasan
Islamisasi ilmu yang dibawa oleh Irfan dengan leluhur Islamisasi ilmu
seperti al-Faruqi dan al-Attas juga turut digarap.

Katakunci: Islamisasi Ilmu, Pemikiran Islam, Pemikiran Barat, Asimilasi,
'Trfan 'Abd al-Hameed Fattah.
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2 Dzilo, Hasan, “The Concept of “Islamization of knowledge” and its Philosophical
implications” in: Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations, vol. 23, No. 3, July 2012,
(UK: Routledge, 2012), pp. 247-248.
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