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Employing the Documentary Films in the Development of Writing Skills:
An Analysis of the Vviews of Film Experts and Students in Malaysia
Penggunaan Filem Dokumentari dalam Pembangunan Kemahiran
Menulis: Analisis Pendapat Pakar dan Pelajar di Malaysia
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Abstract

The documentary films resemble to the articulation of a piece of writing as it
contains a preface to the body of content, a expressing the thoughts of writer in
the middle and a conclusion. It is well-known that the making of a
documentary film must be preluded by preparation of a script which is based
on scientific research. Therefore, the documentary film is closely connected
with the process of writing. Taking this into account, this study basically
addresses two questions. Firstly, what is the perception of film experts with
regard to employing the documentary films in the developing of writing skills?
Secondly, what are the views held by the students as regards the suggested
employment. The study will rely on qualitative analysis methodology to
answer the questions. The study would depend the researches which were
conducted on the utilization of documentary films with aim of learning the
foreign language. It would also collect the opinions of experts about the
suggested employment of documentary films, followed by preparing a
questionnaire and sending it to the appropriate editors to be checked with its
credibility and dependability. Later, the questionnaire was distributed to twelve
experts in different universities of Malaysia that provide programs in the
teaching of Arabic literature according to the accredited pedagogical standards
only. The questionnaire was also distributed among eighty students. As a
result, the study managed to avail the views held by the experts as regards the
employment of documentary films in the pedagogy of writing skills. The study
also obtained their suggestions regarding the appropriate films for students and
certain ideal steps to be taken in order to accomplish them in the class rooms.
The study could also collect the perception of students with reference to the
suggested employment of documentary films. There is a great expectation that
this study will be a humble contribution of the researcher to the field of
teaching the Arabic language to the non-Arabs, and a considerable assistance
to those who design pedagogical methodologies such as teachers in general and
ministry officials and authors in particular.

Keywords: development of language skills, the writing, the documentary
films, the employment of films.
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Abstrak

Filem dokumentari menyamai ungkapan bertulis yang mana ia mengandungi
pengenalan kepada subjek, pembentangan idea dan kesimpulannya. Seperti
yang kita sedia maklum bahawa penyediaan teks bertulis yang berasaskan
kajian ilmiah mesti diperlukan dalam pembikinan filem dokumentari.
Justeru, dokumentari mempunyai hubungan yang kuat dengan ungkapan
bertulis. Kajian ini menjawab dua soalan utama: Apakah pandangan pakar
tentang penggunaan filem dokumentari dalam membangunkan kemahiran
menulis? Apakah sikap pelajar terhadap penggunaan teks dokumentari dalam
meningkatkan kemahiran menulis? Kajian ini menggunakan metode
deskriptif dan analitikal untuk menjawab dua soalan ini; yang mana kajian-
kajian yang berkaitan dengan penggunaan filem dokumentari dalam
pembelajaran bahasa asing dihuraikan, dan pendapat-pendapat pakar tentang
aplikasi yang diutarakan kajian ini dianalisis dan perlu dimaklumi bahawa
borang soal kaji selidik telah dihantar kepada panel penilai untuk dipastikan
kredibiliti dan ketepatannya. Seterusnya, borang tersebut diedarkankepada
dua belas orang ahli akademik daripada beberapa universiti di Malaysia yang
menawarkan program pengajaran bahasa Arab untuk pelbagai peringkat dan
ia turut diedarkan kepada lapan puluh orang pelajar. Dapatan kajian
menunjukkan pendapat-pendapat pakar dan pandangan mereka terhadap
penggunaan filem dokumentari dalam pengajaran kemahiran menulis, jenis
filem yang sesuai buat pelajar dan juga langkah-langkah perlaksanaannya
dalam kelas. Dapatan kajian juga menunjukkan pendapat para pelajar tentang
sikap mereka terhadap penggunaan filem dokumentari dalam meningkatkan
kemahiran menulis. Besarlah harapan kiranya kajian ini dapat memberi
sumbangan pada bidang pengajaran bahasa Arab kepada penutur bukan Arab
dan membantu perancang kurikulum yang terdiri daripada: para pegawai
kementerian, penulis buku, guru; secara umumnya.

Kata kunci: Pembangunan kemahiran bahasa, ungkapan bertulis, filem
dokumentari, aplikasi filem.
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3 See: Samah, Rosni, "Pembinaan Ayat Bahasa Arab Dalam Kalangan Lepasan
Sekolah Menengah Agama”, GEMA OnlineTM Journal of Language Studies,
(Bangi: Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia), V12, No 2 , May 2012, p 555-569.
* See: Zainol Abidin Ahmad. “Kemahiran Menulis Bahasa Arab di Kalangan Pelajar
Melayu: Satu Kajian Kes”, (Disertasi Master, Fakulti Bahasa dan Linguistik-Universiti
Malaya, 2003), p 6-7.
> See: Aladdin, Ashinida, “Analisis Penggunaan Strategi Komunikasi dalam
Komunikasi Lisan Bahasa Arab”, GEMA Online Journal of Language Studies, (Bangi:

Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia), V12, No 2, May 2012, p 645-666; Ismail@Yaakub,
Azani et al. “Membina Kemahiran Pertuturan Menerusi Aktiviti Lakonan dalam
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Pengajaran Bahasa Arab”, GEMA OnlineTM Journal of Language Studies, (Bangi:
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia), V12, No 1, January 2012), p 325-337.
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? See: Peacock, Matthew. “The Effect of Authentic Materials on the Motivation of EFL
Learners”, ELT Journal, (Oxford: Oxford University Press), V51, April 1997, p 144—
156.

3 See: Morley, H. Joan & Lawrence, Mary S. “The Use of Films in Teaching English
As a Second Language 17, Language Learning, (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan
Press), V21, No 1, June 1971), p 117.

* See: Jongho Shin & Eunbyul Cho, “Characteristics of Convergence Learning
Experience Using an Educational Documentary Film”, Asia Pacific Education Review,
(Seoul: Education Research Institute, Seoul National University), V16, No 2, June
2015, p 213-223.

> See: Soong, Darcy. “Using Documentary Films in Oral Interpretation Class What Is
the Appropriate Length?”, International Journal of Applied Linguistics & English
Literature, (Australia: Australian International Academic Centre PTY. LTD), V1, No
6, November 2012, p 131-141.

% See: Joynt Rose Ellen, “Using Authentic Multi-Media Material to Teach Italian
Culture: Student Opinions and Beliefs”, (PhD Dissertation, Faculty of the Graduate
School-The University of Texas, 2008), p 184.

7 See: Bernardo, Alejandro S., “Reading What’s Beyond the Textbooks: Documentary
Films as Student Projects in College Reading Courses”, ELT WorldOnline.com,
(Singapore: National University of Singapore), V3, September 2011, p 1-12.
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2 See: Shereen Maher Salah, "The Relationship between Vocabulary Knowledge and
Reading Comprehension of Authentic Arabic Texts", (Master Thesis, Centre of
Language Studies-Brigham Young University, 2008), p 61.

? See: Krashen, Stephen D. The Input Hypothesis: Issues and Implications, London:
Longman Group, 1985, p 77-109.
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> See: Patricia Aufderheide. Documentary Film A Very Short Introduction, Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 1st ed, 2007), p 56.
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' See: Minanur Rohman. “The Effectiveness of Using Documentary Films to Teach
Written Report Text”, (Bachelor Thesis, Faculty of Education-Walisongo State Institute
for Islamic Studies Semarang, 2014) p 70-71.

? See: Enisa Fatmawati. “The Use of Documentary Film to Improve Students’ Ability in
Writing Report Text at MAN 1 Situbondo in the 2013/2014 Academic Year”, (Bachelor
Thesis, the Faculty of Teacher Training and Education-University of Muhammadiyyah,
2014), p 12.
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! See: Haris, Hasan & Abdullah, Syukriah. “The Use of Documentary Video to Teach
Writing News Item Text to the Tenth Grade Students in SMAN 4 Bangkalan”, Journal
RETAIN Universitas Negeri Surabaya, (Surabaya: Universitas Negeri Surabaya),
V1, No 3, 2013, p 1-9.

? See: Basri, Hasan “Teaching Writing News Item Text through Documentary Video at
the Tenth Grade of SMA N 1 Kaliwungu Kendal in the Academic Year of 2010-2011",
(Bachelor Thesis, Faculty of Education-Walisongo State Institute for Islamic Studies,
2011), p 49-52.

* See: Hutagalung, Irnawati, “Pengaruh Media Film Dokumentar terhadap
Kemampuan Menulis Kreatif Puisi oleh Siswa Kelas VII SMP Negeri 1 Kisaran Tahun
Ajaran 2012/ 20137, Jurnal Basastra, (Surakarta: Universitas Sebelas Maret
Surakarta), V2, No 4, 2013, p 1-10.

* See: Snow, Zachary, “The Cinematic Essay: Argumenative Writing and Documentary
Film”, (Master Thesis, Graduate School-Clemson University, 2012), p 31-33.
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