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The Concept of Islamic Commitment in Literary Battles:
A Study of the Works of Mustapha S. al-Rafi‘t and Mahmud M. Shakir

Konsep Islam tentang Rasa Tanggungjawab dalam Sastera
Pertempuran: Kajian Karya Mustafa S. al-Rafi’i dan Mahmud M. Shakir
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Abstract

This article looks into the concept of Islamic commitment in literary
battles by examining the works of Mustafa Sadiq al-Rafi‘i and Mahmud
Muhammad Shakir and the literary battles in Egypt in which they were
involved. Thus, the author discussed the concept of commitment in
literature whereby he showed that the definition of the meaning of this
concept as commonly used by critics is faced by three major difficulties:
the problem of the criteria of evaluation and classification, ideological
dogmatism, and the censuring of intellectual and literary creativity. The
author also highlighted the relationship between Islamic commitment in
literature (as implying commitment to virtue and moral values) and the
different causes that led literary battles, thus demonstrating the strong
connection between the concept of commitment and cultural and
intellectual issues in general. This clarification was necessary in order to
determine the perspective and methodology of looking at the works
under investigation within the context of the period in which those
literary battles took place. Two main camps were engaged in those
battles: those who advocated authenticity and defended cultural values
and identity of the Muslim ummah, and those westernized people who
were promoting the values and culture of the West. The article has
demonstrated that the contribution of Mahmud Shakir to the literary
battles in question can best be seen in his defense of the originality and
consistency of al-Mutanabbi’s poetry as against the inconsistent picture
drawn by Taha Hussein about him. As for al-Rafi‘T’s contribution, it is
mostly manifested in his elaboration and promotion of the concept of
inimitability of the Qur’an in the face of the method of systematic doubt
also advocated by Taha Hussein.

Keywords: Literature, commitment in literature, Islamic commitment,
literary battles, authenticity, westernization, innovation, Mustafa Sadiq
al-Rafi‘i, Mahmoud Muhammad Shakir.

Abstrak

Artikel ini mengkaji konsep Islam tentang rasa tanggungjawab dalam
sastera pertempuran dengan merujuk kepada karya Mustafa S. al-Rafi’i
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dan Mahmud M. Shakir dan juga sastera pertempuran di Mesir yang
mereka terlibat sama. Penulis membincangkan konsep tangggungjawab
dalam sastera dengan membawa definisi konsep para pengkritik. Ini
dikemukakan dalam tiga masalah utama: masalah kriteria dalam
memberi penilaian dan Kklasifikasi, ideologi yang dogmatik, dan
penyuntingan kreativiti intelektual dan sastera. Penulis juga menekankan
hubungan antara tanggungjawab kelslaman dalam sastera (sebagaimana
terbayang dalam tanggungjawab dan komitment kepada nilai moral dan
akhlak) dan sebab-sebab yang berbeza yang melahirkan sastera
pertempuran. Ini dibuat dengan menerangkan kaitan yang kuat antara
konsep tanggungjawab dan isu budaya dan intelektual secara umum.
Keterang ini perlu dalam meletakkan perspektif dan metodologi apabila
kajian tentang karya ini dibuat berdasarkan konteks masa sastera
pertempuran ditulis. Dua kumpulan terlibat dalam aspek ini, iaitu mereka
yang berjuang tentang keaslian dan mempertahankan nilai budaya dan
identiti umah Islam dan mereka yang terpengaruh dengan orang Barat
yang menganjurkan nilai dan budaya barat. Artikel ini menerangkan
sumbangan Mahmud Shakir dalam sastera pertempuran yang dikaji.
Beliau mewakili kumpulan yang mempertahankan keaslian dan
konsistensi syair al-Mutanabbi berbanding dengan gambaran Taha
Hussein tentang ketidak-konsistennya. Manakala sumbangan al-Rafi’i
begitu menonjol dalam penerangan dan promosinya tentang konsep
mukzijat al-Quran terutama dalam menghadapi metode keraguaan
sistematik yang diperjuangkan oleh Taha Hussein.

Kata Kunci: Sastera, tanggungjawab dalam sastera, tanggungjawab
kelslaman, sastera pertempuran, keaslian, pembaratan, inovasi, Mustafa
Sadiq al-Rafi’i dan Mahmud Muhammad Shakir.
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