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Peaceful Coexistence and Social Integration in the Light of MagETid
al-ShartNah with Special Reference to Sri Lanka
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Abstract

Peaceful coexistence and social integration are among the biggest issues and
problems facing many societies in the world, especially those with religious, ethnic
or linguistic minorities, a situation that gives rise to conflict and strife among the
different communities making up the society. This has urged many thinkers,
scholars and politicians to seek ways and means to prevent such conflict and strife
by searching for solid foundations and common values on the basis of which
mutual understanding, peaceful coexistence and cooperation can be attained among
the different groups for the benefit and good of all, without discrimination. This
study therefore focuses on the subject of peaceful coexistence and social
integration. It discusses their underpinnings and objectives in the light of MagETid
al-Sharfflah which provide a fundamental common ground via the protection and
preservation of the necessary universals of faith, life, intellects, progeny and wealth.
These universals are the basis of great principles and values most prominent of
which are consideration of original human nature, freedom, justice, equality, good
neighborhood, and security, all of which constitute necessary conditions for
realizing mutual understanding and coexistence among different individuals and
groups. The study has take Sri Lanka as a case study by virtue of being a country
where Muslims live as a minority versus a non-Muslim majority, which requires
serious exploration of the appropriate means that will enable the different parties to
live in security and peace.

Keywords: Peaceful coexistence, social integration, MaqETid al-Shartflah,
Sri Lanka .
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