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Toward a Bilingual Arabic Lexicography Fulfilling

Islamic Purposes of Specialists in Arabic-Islamic Studies:
The Case of Arabic-Malay Lexicons
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Abstract

This aim of this article is to set up a theoretical and methodological
framework for modern bilingual Arabic dictionaries, by looking into the
means of developing and improving such dictionaries in such a way as would
enable them to fulfill the Islamic purposes for which they were created. The
importance of such endeavour emanates from the gravity of the impact of
such dictionaries with regard to the perception of the meanings and
applications of Islamic terms and concepts by the non-native-Arabic users of
those lexicons, especially in Islamic studies and in dealing with the sacred
Islamic texts. The author has taken up bilingual Arabic-Malay dictionaries as
a case study for this project: he has critically analyzed and assessed the most
famous among these dictionaries that are available to students of Arabic and
Islamic studies in Malaysia. Likewise, the article is comprised of two
sections. One of the sections provides an exposition of the main defects and
deficiencies of the existing bilingual Arabic-Malay lexicon which are
manifested in the inaccurate explications of the meanings of vocabulary, in
the paucity of their vocabulary content, and, hence, in their insufficiency to
reflect the richness of Arabic language in terms of Islamic terms and
concepts. As a result, such lexicons fall short of adequately fulfilling Islamic
purposes and do not contribute to the Islamic conceptual enrichment of the
Malay language and culture. The other section outlines some the main
parameters as well as the theoretical and methodological framework for a
future project of bilingual Arabic-Malay lexicography.

Key words: lexicography, bilingual dictionaries, Arabic language, Malay
language, Islamic purposes, Islamic concepts, Arabic and Islamic studies.
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Haji Zainal Abidin bin Safarwan, “Sejarah dan perkembangan Perkamusan Melayu di
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Melayu”, organized by Dewan Bahasa Dan Pustaka dan Persatuan Linguistik, (Kuala
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Region", Journal of Islam In Asia, issue no 1, International Islamic University
Malaysia (IlUM), issue no 1, June 2004, p333.
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Abdul Ghani Yaakob, Isam and Mudlimin in Philiphine, p: 23, See: M.N Al Attas

Preliminary Satemate on General Theory of Idamization of Malay-Indonesian
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“See Riddal, Peter, ISam and The Malay Indonesian World, (Singapore: Singapore

University Press, 2001), p:190-191, and See Hafizi Mohd Nor, Satu Penilaian Semula
Kes Kedatangan Islam di Nusantara (Kuala Lumpur: JiIMedia, 2007).
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% See: Al Attas, M.N, Preliminary Satemate on General Theory of Islamization of

Malay-Indonesian Archipelago (1969). See Rahimin Affandi Abdul Rahim, Warisan

Karya Ulama Melayu Islam Silam dan Kaitannya dengan Penggjian Mora di Zaman
Moden, Jurnal Usuluddin, Issue no. 27 (Kuala Lumpur,2008, p: 174).
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2 See: Sariyan, Awang, 1994 Ceritera Bahasa, DBP, KL, p183.
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Haji Zainal Abidin bin Safarwan, “Sejarah dan perkembangan Perkamusan Melayu di
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*http://sejarahmal aysia.pnm.my/portal BM/detail .php?section=sm02& spesifik_
ttlid=4 retrieved:20/09/2009.
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