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Glimpses from the Purposes of Tourism in Light of the Qur’an:
Pondering and Application of the Mind
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Abstract

The Qur’an abounds with many verses that address human beings calling
them specifically to walk around the earth, look into the horizons and reflect
on the different natural, human and social phenomena in order to
comprehend them by knowing their causes, relationships and effects, thus
realizing the deep wisdom underlying them and the functions they fulfill. If
such enterprise takes the form of systematic scientific research at the hands
of specialized scholars who study such phenomena in their different
dimensions, this does not mean that ordinary people lacking the skills of
specialized scholars do not the chance to benefit this Qur’anic call; rather
each person may have a lot thereof depending his status and conditions. In
this context the present article examines from a Qur’anic perspective the
subject of tourism which has become an important social and economic
industry in many countries of the world, with considerable economic, social
and cultural consequences, not only for the host countries, but for tourists as
well as their countries of origin. And since tourism involves travelling and
movement from one’s home country to other countries of the world, it does
not consist of an activity for mere recreation and amusement undertaken by
the tourist; it actually consists of associating with the natives of those
countries, acquainting oneself with their conditions and environment and
knowing their cultures and traditions. Likewise, tourism fulfills great
purposes in the life of individuals and peoples thanks to the interactions
occurring through it among human beings, thus enriching in different ways
the human experience of all those who are directly or indirectly. This is what
makes it a subject worthy of study in light of the Qur’anic call mentioned
above.

Keywords: Tourism, travel, reflection, Qur’an.
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