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Abstract

This study traces the historical sequence of approaches to the “goals of the
Qur'an” (magETid al-Qur’En) in the works of classical Qur’an exegesis and other
scholars as well as later scholars right from al-Manar of Muhammad Abdu and
his disciple Muhammad Rashid Ridha up to contemporary studies. It analyzes the
connotations of the terms magElid al-Qur’En and al-tafstr al-maqETidt and the
development of their usage in respective works. It thus brings to the fore the
major moments in Islamic scholarship where the topic of the goals of the Qur’an
has been dealt with, especially at the hands of al-Ghazali, al-Razi, al-Mahaymi,
al-Bigai, Rashid Ridha, Ibn Ashur and lzzet Darwazah. The study then looks
critically into a number of recent works which suffer from confusing between the
themes and subjects of the Qur’an on the one hand and the purposes of its
revelation on the other, a confusion that is due either to their being influenced by
the use of the term by classical scholars to their confounding the goals of the
Qur’an with the goals of the Sharffiah as a topic of wide currency in recent years.
In light of this analysis and evaluation, the author suggests the study of the goals
of the Qur’an should not constrained by this terms, and that Qur’anic studies
need to address and analyze the Qur’an’s account about itself in order to
determine the purpose and ends of its revelation and how to employ them in the
interpretation of the Qur’an.

Key words: Goals of the Qur’an, MagElid al-Sharfiah, al-tafstr al-magETidE,
themes of the Qur’an, purposes of Revelation, Qur’anic studies
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