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Abstract

The present article is examines the subject of magETid al-sharf‘ah (objectives)
in the work of al-ShEfiff and al-ShETibE by focusing on the formative text in
Islamic legal theory (usul al-figh) — i.e. al-RisElah - written by the former
with no mention of the term magElid, and the systematic grounding of
magETid and prominently formulating it as an important topic in ull al-figh
by the latter in his book al-MuwEfaqEt. Thus, the article attempts to
demonstrate that the fact of there being no discussion of the subject of
magETid in al-ShEfif’s books in legal theory is because there was no pressing
need in his time to include it in ulEl al-figh. As for al-ShElib, including
magETid as an independent subject of ulEl al-figh was necessitated by his
overall orientation of intellectual and social reform. Likewise, al-Shatibi’s
work can be seen as a completion of al-ShEfifE’s work, in that in al-RisElah
al-ShEfilf formulated the linguistic parameters that would safeguard the
pristine purposes of the Lawgiver, while in al-MuwEfagEt al-ShElibE set up
the parameters that would ensure that the goals of the human agents conform
and run in accordance with the Lawgiver’s intents.

Key words: magETid al-shart‘ah, al-ShEfifl, initiation, al-ShEiib, grounding.
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