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Sibawayh’s View on the Relationship of Qur’anic Variant Readings
to the Rules of Arabic Grammar Between Acceptance and Rejection

Pandangan Sibawayh tentang Hubungan antara Variasi Bacaan al-
Quran dan Kaedah-Kaedah Nahu Arab: Di Antara Penerimaan dan
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Abstract

This article aims at elucidating Sibawayh’s position with regard to
Qur’anic variant readings and the extent to which he relies on them in
establishing the rules of Arabic grammar as well as his invoking thereof
in his linguistic studies. Likewise, the article looks into the view
ascribing to him the accusation of Qur’an readers (qurra’) of error
sometimes and considering certain readings as weak when they do not
conform with analogical grammatical rules taken-for-granted by him at
other times; all this despite the fact that he used to emphatically state that
Qur’anic readings were not to be violated because they were a matter of
established Prophetic tradition (sunnah). The author has employed
descriptive-inductive as well as analytic-critical methods in studying the
subject. He draws mainly on the Kitab of Sibawayh (which is the major
source of Arabic grammar) and works on the variant readings of the
Qur’an, while benefiting from what has been written on the subject by
some scholars. For this, the article has discussed the Qur’an and its
variant readings as authoritative source for establishing the principles and
rules of Arabic grammar. It has also looked into the place of the variant
readings according to Sibawayh and the way he cites them and attributes
them to transmitters. The article has also discussed the views and
conceptions of scholars of his position concerning those readings.

Key Terms: Qur’anic variant readings, principles of Arabic grammar,
establishing grammatical rules, Sibawayh.

Abstrak

Artikel ini bertujuan untuk menjelaskan kedudukan Sibawayh tentang
variasi bacaan al-Quran. Begitu juga ia mengkaji setakat mana
pengantungan beliau kepadanya dalam menentukan kaedah-kaedah nahu
Arab dan pengaruhnya kepada kajian bahasa yang ia lakukan. Artikel ini
juga meninjau pandangan yang menyatakan Sibawayh menggangap para
qurra’ kadang-kandang tersalah dalam bacaannya dan pandangannya
dalam menetapkan bacaan tertentu sebagai lemah bila ia tidak bertepatan
dengan kaedah-kaedah nahu pada setengah keadaan. Ini berlaku di
sebalik penegasan beliau bahawa bacaan-bacaan al-Quran tidak boleh
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diganggu gugat kerana ia sudah dibuktikan dengan hadith (Sunnah).
Penulis menggunakan kaedah induktif deskritif dan kritikan analisis
dalam kajian ini. Penulis menggunakan Kitab Sibawayh dan karya lain
tentang variasi bacaan al-Quran di samping kajian pakar dalam bidang
ini. Artikel ini membincangkan tentang al-Quran dan variasi bacaan
sebagai sumber yang autoriti dalam menentukan kaedah-kaedah nahu
Arab. Ia melihat kedudukan variasi bacaan menurut Sibawayh dan cara
catatan yang dibuat dan cara dalam mengaitkan dengan rantaian
perawi.Artikel ini juga membincangkan pandangan dan konsepsi para
sarjana tentang kedudukan beliau tentang bacaan al-Quran tersebut.

Kata Kunci: Variasi bacaan, prinsip asas nahu Arab, penentuan kaedah-
kaedah nahu, Sibawayh
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