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The Role of Consensus in Realizing

Theological and Juristic Unity of the Muslim Ummah

Ijmak dan Kesannya dalam Menrealisasikan Kesatuan Aqidah dan
Figah dalam Ummah Islam
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Abstract

The unity of the Muslim ummah is one of the important issues that
require more intellectual dialogue and systematic scientific inquiry.
Thus, the present article deals with the importance of juristic consensus
and its impact on the unity and solidarity of the Muslim ummah,
especially due to the fact that scholars have differed on the evidence for
its authority, the ways of verifying its occurrence and the means to
realizing it. Moreover, the author has been urged to address the
importance of consensus for the creedal and juristic unity of Muslims by
the fact that it has not received scholarly attention to elaborate it.
Wherever they may be and no matter how they are, whether in the East
or the West, be they a majority or a minority, whatever their different
tongues and races, Muslims at present worship One and only One God,
read one and the same Qur’an, perform the prayers uniformly, give alms
in similar measures, fast during the same month of Ramadan and perform
pilgrimage to one and the same Ka‘bah. Yet, not just a few differences
on theological matters relating to faith and belief as well as juristic issues
pertaining to transactions, relationships and attitudes pull them apart into
conflicting sects and groups. Therefore, there is urgent need to
operationalize consensus on such matters in order to attain their unity
thereupon so that their solidarity is consolidated and honour and dignity
are enhanced, thus becoming one body.

Key Terms: Juristic consensus, unity, Muslims, Muslim ummabh,
theological and juristic differences

Abstrak

Kesatuan ummah Islam merupakan salah satu isu penting yang perlu
kepada wacana intelektual dan perbahasan saintifik yang sistematik.
Artikel ini membincangkan kepentingan ijmak fighiyyah dan kesannya
terhadap kesatuan dan perpaduan ummah Islam, terutamanya apabila
terdapat perbezaan pandangan ulama dalam menentukan bukti autoriti
ijmak, kaedahnya dan cara merealisasikannya. Tambahan pula, penulis
terpanggil untuk mengemukakan isu kepentingan ijmak dalam
membentuk kepercayaan dan pemikiran figah yang sama dalam Islam
bila ia tidak mendapat perhatian yang sewajarnya daripada para pengkaji.
Tanpa mengira mereka itu tahu atau tidak, sama ada yang di Timur atau
di Barat, atau yang mewakili kelompok majoriti atau minoriti, atau
mereka itu mengunakan bahasa dan dari bangsa yang berlainan, Muslim
itu tetap sama menyembah Allah yang Sama Esa. Mereka juga membaca
al-Quran yang sama, bersolat dengan cara yang sama, mengeluarkan
zakat dengan kadar yang sama, berpuasa di bulan Ramadan dan
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menunaikan haji di Kaabah yang sama.Tetapi perbezaan dalam isu
kepercayaan dan isu figah yang berkaitan muamalat, menjadikan
hubungan dan perwatakan mereka berbeza dan berlawanan. Ternyata
ijmak penting dalam perkara tersebut bagi membawa kepada kesatuan
dan kesatuan ini membawa kepada maruah dan kehormatan seperti tubuh
yang satu.

Kata Kunci: Ijmak, kesatuan, Muslimin, Ummah Islam, Perselihan
dalam Aqidah dan Figah
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