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Al-Imam al-Shafi‘T’s Theological Approach to Establishing the
Authority of Solitary Reports: A Historical-Epistemological Analysis

Pendekatan Teologis Imam al-Shafi‘i dalam Membuktikan Autoriti
Khabar Wahid: Analisa berdasarkan Sejarah Epistemologi
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Abstract

This article attempts to look into the methodological structure and
intellectual context of the modes of argumentation and reasoning employed
by Imam Muhammad Ibn Idris al-Shafi‘i to prove the authority of solitary
traditions in the overall system of the Shari‘ah as embodied by its textual
sources. The author has followed a method of inter-textual reading to relate
al-Shafi‘T’s arguments and modes of reasoning to the general intellectual
debates of his time among the different trends of thought that were
competing and struggling for the epistemological and methodological
construction of the Islamic frame of reference, especially in the domain of
legislative thought whose essence and form were manifested in the field of
jurisprudence in which al-Shafi‘i contributed a great deal. By this type of
analysis the author has aimed at realizing the historical and epistemological
significance of the synthesizing intellectual effort made by al-Shafi‘i. The
implications of that effort for contemporary Muslim intellectual and cultural
life need not be overemphasized, seen the intellectual conflict in Muslim
societies in modern times over the creedal and legislative frame of reference
in the wake of the great civilizational transformations taking place in the
world.

Key Terms: Approach, Shari‘ah, solitary reports, authority,
jurisprudential thought, al-Shafi‘1.

Abstrak

Artikel ini melihat dari sudut asas metodologi dan konteks intelektual
pendekatan al-Shafi‘i yang keseluruhannya berasaskan, merangkumi
kaedah penghujahan dan penaakulan beliau untuk membuktkan autoriti
khabar wahid. Penulis menggunakan metode tafsiran antara teks bagi
menghubungkan hujah al-Shafi‘T dan bentuk penaakulan yang
digunakannya dalam konteks pembahasan intelektual umum dengan
wujudnya tren lain yang berbeza dan saling bertembung antara satu
sama lain. Ia dilihat dalam usaha membangunkan asas epistemologi dan
metodologi Islam, terutama dalam bidang pemikiran undang-undang
sehingga manifestasinya terjelma dalam bidang fiqah dengan al-Shafi‘1
sebagai penyumbang utama. Penulis menggunakan analisa ini bagi
menunjukkan kepentingan sejarah dan epistemogi dalam mengadunkan
usaha intelektual Imam Shafi‘i. Implikasi usaha ini kepada intelektual
Islam semasa dan budaya kehidupan tidak boleh dipandang ringan,
apabila berlaku ketegangan intelektual dalam masyarakat Islam semasa
sama ada dalam aspek kepercayaan atau undang-undang dan dari
perspektif perubahan dan transformasi tamadun dunia yang sedang
berjalan sekarang.

Kata Kunci: Pendekatan, Shari‘ah, khabar ahad, pemikiran figah, al-
Shafi‘1.
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