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This study reviews the work of the contemporary French Orientalist
Guy Monnot on Muslim theologians’ (mutakallimiin) critical
studies on Christian theology, their significance and the extent of
their accuracy, especially those done by Qadi ‘Abdul Jabbar who
was the best representative of Muslim theological thought. The
review is based on the work of Qadi ‘Abdul Jabbar by closely
analyzing the material used by the French Orientalist to support his
conclusions. Drawing on Christian comparative theology, this
review has used three methods: analytical, comparative and critical.
It has arrived at findings putting into question the adequacy of
Mannot’s approach and the accuracy of his conclusions.
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“’And so since they are one, and the Godhead itself one, the same things are said of
the Son, which are said of the Father, except His being said to be Father, ] .... [, and
why are the attributes of the Father ascribed to the Son, except that the Son is an
Offspring from Him?”’, P. Schaff & H. Wace, N. & P.N. Fathers, series 2, Vol. IV,

Eerdmans Pub. Company, Sept. 1978, St. Athanasius, Four Discourses Against the
Arians- Discourse IlI, points 4 & 5.
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3 “Worshipping as we do God of God, we both confess the distinction of the Persons,
and at the same time abide by the Monarchy. We do not fritter away the theology in a
divided plurality, because one Form, so to say, united in the invariableness of the
Godhead, is beheld in God the Father, and in God the Only begotten. For the Son is in
the Father and the Father in the Son; since such as is the latter, such is the former, and
such as is the former, such is the latter; and herein is the Unity. So that according to the
distinction of Persons, both are one and one, and according to the community of
Nature, one. How, then, if one and one, are there not two Gods?”’ (P. Schaff & H.
Wace, N. & P.N. Fathers, series 2, Vol. VII, Eerdmans Pub. Company, Nov. 1978- The
Book of Saint Basil on the Spirit, Chapter 18, p. 28).

“Neither can we imagine three Subsistences separated from each other, as results
from their bodily nature in the case of men, lest we hold a plurality of gods like the
heathen”. (P. Schaff & H. Wace, N. & P.N. Fathers, series 2, Vol. IV, Eerdmans Pub.
Company, Sep. 1978, St. Athanasius, Expositio Fidei (Statement of Faith) pp. 84, 85.
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oyt Monarchy is that which we hold in honour. It is however, a Monarchy that is
not limited to one Person, but one which is made of an equality of Nature and a union
of mind, and an identity of motion, and a convergence of its elements to unity—a thing
which is impossible to the created nature-so that though numerically distinct there is no
severance of Essence’’. (Phillip Schaff & Henry Wace, Nicene & Post Nicene Fathers,
Vol.VII, Second Series. Hendrickson Publishers June 1995, Article XVII 3rd
Theological Oration (on the Son), Article II, pp. 301.
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2 P. Schaff & H. Wace, N. & P.N. Fathers, series 2, Vol. VII, Eerdmans Pub. Company,
Sept. 1978, Gregory Nazianzen, “Fifth Oration on the Holy Spirit”, pp. 328.
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! Alister says: “The casual reader of Scripture will discern a mere two verses in the
entire Bible which seem, at first glance, to be capable of a Trinitarian interpretation:
(Mathiew28: 19), and (Corinthians13: 13). Both these verses have become deeply
rooted in the Christian consciousness, the former on account of its baptismal
association, and the latter through the common use of the formula in Christian prayer
and devotion. Yet these two verses, taken together or in isolation, can hardly be thought
of as constituting a doctrine of the trinity”. McGrath, Christian Theology, p. 320. And
he also says: “The doctrine of the trinity can be regarded as the process of sustained
and critical reflection on the pattern of divine activity revealed in scripture, and
continued in Christian experience. This is not to say that scripture contains a doctrine
of the trinity, rather, scripture bears witness to a God who demands to be understood in
Trinitarian manner”. Mcgrath, Christian theology, p. 321.
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2 Mcgrath, Christian Theology, pp. 322 — 324.
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