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Abstract

Eloquence (fasahah) in the technical usage of Arabic linguists has
two meanings: 1. Expressive eloquence which is the capacity of the
speaker to create a speech that impacts the listeners. 2. Linguistics
eloquence which is mostly talked about by grammarians and
linguistics. It means to speak correctly without committing
grammatical mistakes as a result of mixing with different language
communities. When linguistics and grammarians sought eloquence
(fasahah) as explained above they found it only with the Bedouins
and they, therefore, fixed the area of its existence both in tome and
space. In time, eloquence starts with the Arabic text ever
discovered and extends over until the late 4™ century of the Hijra.
In space, the Arab linguists excluded urbanized tribes as well as
tribes neighbouring non-Arabian peoples, and transmitted Arabic
language only from Arab Bedouins living in the desert areas of
Najd and Hijaz. The claim that eloquence was linked to the Arab race
is therefore baseless, as there is simple Arab grammarian linking it to
Arabs as a race. Rather, Arab grammarians linked eloquence to the
environment in which a person is brought up and taught the language.
Hence, we find them transmitting Arabic language from many blacks
slaves. Generally speaking, classical Arab grammarians followed a
scientific method that is supported by modern linguistic methodology
concerned about what is known as “closed register”.
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