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Abstract 

This article addresses the issue of absolute and relative terms in 

the Qur’an and the criteria for determining those terms which 

have relative connotations and those terms whose connotations 

are absolute. Then, it attempts to apply the theoretical 

considerations pertaining to this issue to contexts of the Qur’anic 

command to fight the unbelievers (KÉfirËn) and polytheists 

(MushrikËn) in Surah al-Tawbah. The article has concluded that 

though the Qur’an is an absolute text transcending both space and 

time, that is, it is not bound up with a specific period or area, yet 

this does not preclude that some of its connotations/meanings 

might be relative. However this relativity is indicated by the 

Qur’anic discourse itself either explicitly or implicitly in 

accordance with the rules of the Arabic language as well as the 

context of the text/term under consideration. In relation to surah 

al-Tawbah, it has been found that the definite article (al-) prefixed 

to the term KÉfirËn and MushrikËn denotes a specific rather than 

a generic meaning. Accordingly, the KÉfirËn and MushrikËn  

Muslims are commanded to fight in Surah al-Tawbah are those of 

Quraysh during the prophet’s time. The generic meaning of 

fighting in other Qur’anic verses remains absolute depending on 

their specific contexts.  
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