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Abstract

Western modernity has challenged religious thought in various
ways. This article deals with the issue of religious thought in
encountering Western modernity with particular emphasis on
similarities between Reform Judaism in Germany and modernist
Muslim thinkers in Egypt in their encounter with modernity. The
study reveals that there are three common characteristics shared
between these two intellectual responses to the challenges of
modernity, as follows, (i) promoting the idea of total assimilation in
Western modernity; (ii) belittlement of religious and cultural
tradition and, (iii) returning back to the original convictions of
religion, acknowledging its significance and denouncing the
destructive elements of Western modernity.
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" Toynbee, Arnold, 4 Study of History (London-New York-Toronto, 1995), vol 7, pp.
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York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1965), p. 2.

% Neusner, Jacob, Judaism in Modern Times (USA: Basil Blackwell Ltd, 1995), p. 1.



13 ol 23 o1 355l oty Aslibasl) aro¥ duwhys +d31adl caga b — 3913 same i Lol 59

MBI Bl O gl Syl SIS S (35 «(Orthodox Judaism)

SVl el Lgzands s 4y 3 Blad) oSG L slal) Sz 1lgdl
L Gl (3 2l (a1 el g poizl d Y1 el Ls jlzsly (sl (3 ol
oy 8 > Al Gy ol ae ' s O Lo
NS A A LT Y S5 s (8 aliey ME DoY)

o e pedl Vol il el bl gl e 1lgdUg
DA Al il e G WS ) el i A DI ey
Gy Bk 1S Y Gl 3 LBl s e e ety LAY
Ry Dm Lo L LY S s 3y Mkl B el A sed)
Sy sl

coslal ool ol )y W Bl a5 3 jasize skl e @ Lzl
ran 3 @A sV LU G Sl dosedl e Saad) ad s
Szl i Of baslie aule s ol &3 e Oubly Liwl il b
e il Bl Ly ) Bl o S LU 3 gy o3 ol
@ Ao B sl Ul By g SO QL &gyl OVl e o8 )
B pld) Bl SOV i 3 e s e Wb U e (3 o ol LU
ALl 3 Jabmy s Loy o (DY) AW 3y 256 Loy & &) )
i b g bl gy d A Bl el S SV i se J Y
O o 2 AR (3 i Bl Sy, My Al Slkldl e JSU )
slesy LU (3 20loY) G ped) jlall o o) OLY) L S5l 2e5

2 (3 Gl S S G s

Sl W gl i Al Bl 2l (T olady ol ol S k) e Ol e (o !
Ladas Ly 31 2 2001 (O g il g w:L..J\ sl e ) (Laor 4 L;OLASH



£2009 / 51430 .pgpsdially gusbasdl saslf . ydoe etlihf stdh — ayassy 14

A ad) Afasd) Qullaal Jag pdiall e g ASH aSlaiiady)

BOAL aze 3 coad) slesy LU 3 asdloYl asedl Ll el
Al Al W 31 350y 1508 Jr cOlbly O] Cibpe Lgin 15dByy iy 2]
oEYl g EMloY) B sedl OB sy LBLels e by sl by S 8l )
Slep 2y Al bagblal (3 sl il olesd) e Oliks o 2
3= o se Db LAy A Bl Slkal sz V) pie s IS ALl s 406
736 Ok gl Ly Ll W) silad) sy 3 e - Wl b
o S o A (A W) B Il by el e s JSTY el

Bdd byl 8yl 3 S jlgaitl By 0 uSTG L

Coddl Y S G o oV 2SN B sl el sl O
A sz Y Bl 3 LAY el W 8 3 S i Uy
1536 cohlaazs o s IS ol Sl g Lo gVl a5l Oy ol e 1t
B e 3 ) Vi Al ey Wy e SO by Ll
gl oo Jpemadly @l Vsegliol dgdlr ol B 8 aly caaml)
G JE s o5 L egrs Jaly aged sl Spes 1l callen e jlas VI
By 3 ol JlgaVy L chiagd) Ol

iy gb 3pee IV 158 g, oV Jall 3 i 15187 A0l el
Ay e e ey ) e peiSae ilal) " ) Sl O pdony
Y okTy oV el Cas Al sl G5 Vo) 81 el it
Sl e r Y Jool gy DO Y1 580 L1 S 08 s el
OF AL e (2,1 ) OF V) syl g o8 BliodU Jered) 8 25l ol

' Milman,Henry Hart, The History of the Jews (London: Darf Publishers Ltd, 1980),
p.586-587; Katz, Jacob, Emancipation and Assimililation: Studies in Modern Jewish
History (England: Gregg International Publishers Ltd, 1972), p. 1.
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De Lange, Nicholas, An Introduction to Judaism (UK: Cambridge University Press,
2000), p. 22; Ulbricht, Otto, “Criminality and Punishment of the Jews in the Early
Modern Period”, In and Out of the Ghetto: Jewish —Gentile Relations in Late Medieval

and Early Modern Germany, ed. Hsia & Harmut Lehmann (Washington: German
Historical Institute & Cambridge University Press, 1995) p. 49.
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Kant, Immanuel, “An Answer to the Question: What is Enlightenment?”, in: Lawrence E.
Cahone, From Modernisme to Postmodernism (Cambridge, Mass: Blackwell,1996) p. 51

4 Perry, Marvin, et.al.,Western Civilization: Ideas, Politics and Society (Boston, Mass:
Houghton Mifflin Co, 1989), p. 435.
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' Trepp, Leo, Judaism: Development and Life (California: Wadsworth Publishing

Company, 1982), p. 92.
2 A. Meyer, Michael, Response to Modernity, A History of the Reform Movement in
Judaism (New Y ork-Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1988), p. 12.
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' Seltzer, Robert M., Jewish People Jewish Thought (New York-London: Mac Millan
Publishing, 1980) pp. 580- 593; . Meyer, Michael A, Response to Modernity: A History
of the Reform Movement in Judaism (New York-Oxford: Oxford University
Press,1988), pp. 32; Sherbok, Dan Cohn, The Jewish Faith (Great Britain: Society for
Promoting Christian Knowledge, 1993), p. 138; Encylopedia Judaica, “Reform
Judaism” (Israel: Keter Publishing House Jerusalem, n.d), vol 14, p.24.
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'« _in an age of change without discipline, any concession could lead no one know

where”. Neusner, Jacob, Judaism in Modern Times, p. 193. See also: Sherbok, Dahn Cohn,
Judaism: History, Belief and Practice ( Routledge, London & New York, 2003), p. 260.

* “The new is forbidden by Torah, change not only was not reform, it was the work of the
devil inclination and self hating tendencies and product of evil”. Katzburg, Nathaniel &
Wurzburger, Walter S., "Orthodoxy", Encylopedia Judaica, vol 12, p. 1488-1493.

3 . ..without being aware of the fact that nations have personalities, a cultural
continuity which distinguish one group from another and preserve inner integrity;
Assimilation turned out to be in practice, psychologically unnatural ethically damaging
and practically useless". Quoted in: Robert M. Seltzer, op.cit, p. 40.
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' A symbiosis between traditional Orthodoxy and modern German-European culture-
traditional science combined with general secular enlightenment.. Neusner, Jacob, The
Way of Torah, p. 162. “Orthodoxy”, Encylopedia of Judaica, vol 12, p. 1486-1493 .

2 Epstein, Isodor, Judaism: A Historical Presentation ( Penguin Books, 1990), p. 298

3 Neusner, Jacob, Judaism in Modern Times (USA: Basil Blackwell Ltd,1995), p. 84
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Fukuyama, Francis, The End of History and the Last Man (New York: The Free Press,
A Division of Mac Millan, Inc, 1992).
* Seaman, M., “Alienation: Psychosociological Tradition”, International Encylopaedia
of the Social and Behavorial Sciences, ed. Neil J. Smelzer & Paul B. Baltes (Oxford:
Elsevier Science Ltd, 2001), vol 1, pp. 385-388.
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% Seltzer Robert M., op.cit., p. 549; Kiing, Hans, Judaism Between Yesterday and
Tomorrow (New York: Crossroad, 1992), pp 191-193.

3 “The Pentateuch is a humanly authored document, it is a composite work from
multiple sources and different periods”; Schimmel, Solomon, “The Tenacity of
Unreasonable Beliefs in Modern Orthodox Jews: A Psychological Analysia”, paper
presented at the American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, New Orleans,
November 24, 1996.
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' Meyer, Michael A., op.cit, p. 81, 273; “Die Religionsprincipien des reormiten
judenthums”, Berlin, 1847, pp. 15-16, The Jewish Reformer, April 9, 1886, p. 9.

> "The existence of a divine and human aspect in revelation allows for human
interpretation of revealed law. Certain laws had now lost their binding force with the
disappearance of the conditions which had given rise to them.". Kiing, Hans, Judaism
Between Yesterday and Tomorrow (New York: Crossroad), p. 400
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% Neusner, Jacob, Judaism in Modern Times, p. 162.
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% Sharabi, Hisham, Arab Intellectuals and the West: The Formative Years, 1875-1914
(Baltimore & London: The John Hopkins Press, 1970), p. 6-7
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