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Which is Targeted: Nigab and Minarets or
The Entire Muslim Presence?

T oeladl s ab

Abstract

The ban of head scarf and nigab for Muslim women and the compaign against
the building of minarets in some European countries are actually symptomatic
of a more profound crisis pertaining to the Muslim presence in the West. The
parties responsible for this crisis are both the non-Muslim majority western
countries and the Muslim minorities living therein. The former, though
declaring themselves as democratic liberal pluralistic societies, do not seem to
live up to their professed values and ideals by tolerating Muslims’ expression
of their religious and cultural values even at the personal level, something that
is supposedly guaranteed by their constitutions and basic laws. The latter,
short of realizing the specific socio-cultural circumstances of the environment
in which they live, have so far failed to make their existence in the West more
meaningful and constructive by presenting Islam and Islamic culture as a
positive addition to the lives of western peoples. This double failure is being
exacerbated by some evil forces that are not content with any mutual
understanding, peaceful rapprochement, and fruitful cooperation between
Islam and Western civilization. This article addresses this situation and
explores the prospects of overcoming it for the benfit of all.

Key terms: Islam, the West, head scarf and nigab, values, rights, crisis,
Islamic culture, western civilization.
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