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Inter-religious Dialogue between Building Bridges of
Mutual Understanding and Preservation of Identity
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Abstract

Inter-religious dialogue has been among the crucial issues since the early 20™
century. Seminars and conferences on this issue have been conducted with the
special agenda to embark on serious ways for building mutual understanding
between the followers of different religions. Now, inter-religious dialogue has
become more important as religion has been charged of being the agent behind the
bloody wars, genocide, and every human catastrophe, such as the tragedy of 9/11.
Therefore, this article is an attempt to analyse the issues pertaining to the concepts,
principles, objectives, approaches and organization of inter-religious dialogue in the
light of the increasing global phenomenon of utilizing this means to promote
certain vested interests, to dilute cultural identities of certain peoples, and to win the
“war of ideas”. The main argument in this essay is that for any interreligious
dialogue to achieve its noble objectives mentioned above, it is necessary that it be
established on sound and non-partisan principles and guidelines.

Key terms: inter-religious dialogue, mutual understanding, war of ideas,
representation, conversion
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Paul Tillich, Systematic Theology (London: Nisbet and Company, 1953); and his
Christianity and the Encounter of the World Religions (New York and London: Columbia
University Press, 1963); Ninian Smart, Dimensions of the Sacred: An Anatomy of the
World’s Beliefs (London: Harper Collins, 1996); also John E. Smith, Quasi-Religions:
Humanism, Marxism and Nationalism. (London: The Macmillan Press, 1994).
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Samuel P. Huntington, The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order
(New York: A Touchstone Book, [1996] 1997).
? "No peace among nations without peace among the religions. No peace among the
religions without dialogue among the religions.” Hans Kiing, et al., Christianity and World
Religions: Path to Dialogue with Islam, Hinduism, and Buddhism, translated into English
by Peter Heinegg (New York: Orbit Books, [1985] 1996), p. xiii; Cf. “No World Peace
without Religious Peace,” p. 440.



p2010 / 21431 pgpsieally gl sual . e gl sl - sasy 138

ldall Lo ) oY) cen die 30 sla 5 b Lo 5 all)) sda (OLSYU L)
b O e ozl el 095201y W sl e ) a5 55 o AW
ods & xe 43y ((the death of God) "4yl < s °;w~‘) "o gntdl 0 g "
}&mm@%\;jm:ﬂk J)’\:—u.n \.@.m.uu.:«u.,m a3l ol
Sy oMy Camaally Sl o S5l ol gl g 3 gl ALl L)
8y gy 2y Wty e s G5 IS (3 (ay s sl DY) Pl
AW G s S e Lo 5 OLYU 8 ey By

a 1S (3 (Charles Kimball) oS J)la a8 Lo &3 Jie b 0 0 )
When Religion Becomes Evil: 5,0 &l& yis Ol s 2002 ple (3 o (s U
£ (b oldle e S Lw> 2V 0 Lis) Five Warning Signs
Is Religion Killing : s—» g dxb A Ol gin 2003 ple (3 b (sl AV oSl
& ci—all 1S liay ) ey Us?: Violence in the Bible and the Qur’an
=1 S Jlsy Jack Nelson-Pallmeyer sy il sb (O 2y _udall S
~—>3) The God Delusion : 5—»y ¢l S e ZJUL Ja Y Ul e et
2006 pls (3,435 Richard Dawkins clas ) sUY) 2sls Cafl e (Y

Sl 3 o3 Jonmid LS azd (Al gl) 2las ais J oY) SN L
A2 Y s gl e b G OF e aSTWy il L S ) e 2l
1o\l 33y (absolute truth claims) "i_alall i_a> YU (s e W' 1,
(s S Sy sl " L a1 ,S5" 2815 o(blind obedience) "slesl
(the end justifies " ) , 5 HWI" 4 I o (establishing the “ideal” time)

£ 1 n - . "
S Wl (declaring Holy war) "awdill & A 0l dusldl o cany means)

ool st !
Charles Kimball, When Religion Becomes Evil: Five Warning Signs (New York:
HarperSanFrancisco, 2002).



139 iyt tainy malisll jouns plis i olas¥l Jlo> — alo ellblo st

OF ity ol LS J g Sl o) 501 (3 adl 5o dgem) A (L)
S5, Ao (3 e (U s 6 2 W agal) LS fl gy 2 S
e T i ST (6l g g sl oy Lo (Douibt) "ELES" i 5
Sy Gl Sl e ) J o sl e 1 sl 25 0 !
PR a,a\;}wg Gy G sl 5 sl g il akally Lo 5T ol
DDy Ay a2 SEY o s i — a2 — S (el
ol Ll L s a2 o padl s sag oSl WUy (UG
s dal ki 4z 5f (Ltze 0187 0) LS 0LsWy s ol ety 8L,V
o5 wam YO0 e U1 0T i 58 OIS 0] W slie y Uangy B 57y Les
LS L OLsYY o 75 20 8,550l o Y alS™ cl05 OF 4 2l OLa3Y
dl> 3 f (religious detachment) " s A A g M T o A
(Paul s Js—r sadl ndl oM ey O edidlh ol Lo 5 "3
Je AU o 0N &3y (religious  indifference) "au ) sYLeSUI' Tillich)
o " V) oo L B (3 b Flow Sy 3 V] 208 Y 3 ooy 3
iy DLl Ay olims B idl DLV e o> Ol alad e ST a g5 ¥ "2l
Jindl S Blasl 8" s sk 2l Gy O gl | TS L s
DY b b mlaed) 3 0 Bs ol Slia (VIS 4S5 3y calalall
g el o il ol B RS e o olall oday LA 2L
Js2 a2 & PV B S ALYl Geiod el ciadal) BT caliaa)

¢ 8\

13 Jeolid) it !
Jack Nelson-Pallmeyer, Is Religion Killing Us?: Violence in the Bible and the Qur’an
(New York, London: Continuum, [2003] Paperback edition 2005); and see especially

chapter 7 “Room for Doubt” (eleld i~L.s)y (pp. 95-109), and the last chapter, i.e. 9,
“Saved by Doubt” (el -1:541) (pp. 129-149)
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[In the depth of technical creativity, as well as in the structure of the secular mind,
there are religious elements which have come to the fore when the traditional religions
have lost their power. Such elements are the desire for liberation from authoritarian
bondage, passion for justice, scientific honesty, striving for a more fully developed
humanity, and hope in a progressive transformation of society in a positive direction.
Out of these elements which point back to older traditions the new quasi-religious
systems have arisen and given new answers to the question of the meaning of life”. Paul
Tillich, Christianity and the Encounter of the World Religions, p. 9. (emphasis added)

? “Yet it also seems that as soon as one form of religion disappears, another rises to take
its place.” Winston L. King, ‘Religion’, in Mircea Eliade, (ed.), The Encyclopedia of
Religion (New York: Macmillan Publishing Company, 1987), vol. 12, p. 292
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! “Religion is the state of being grasped by an wultimate concern, a concern which
qualifies all other concerns as preliminary and which itself contains the answer to the
question of the meaning of our life”. Paul Tillich, op. cit., p. 3. (emphasis added)
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“The dramatic character of the present encounter of the world religions is produced by
the attack of the quasi-religions on the religions proper, both theistic and non-theistic”,
Paul Tillich, op. cit., p. 8. (Emphasis added).
? “In drawing a map of their [religions'] encounters all over the world we emphasized
the fact that the most conspicuous encounters are those of the quasi-religions -Fascism,
Communism, liberal humanism- with the primitive as well as the high religions”. Paul
Tillich, op. cit., p. 49
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David E. Kaplan, “Hearts, Minds, and Dollars: In an Unseen Front in the War on

Terrorism, America is Spending Millions...To Change the Very Face of Islam”, in
www.usnews.com, 25 April 2005.
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? “Many of the shock troops for America's new war of ideas are coming not from the CIA,

nor from the State Department, but from the low-profile U.S. Agency for International

Development [USAID]. In the three years since 9/11, spending by the government's top

purveyor of foreign aid has nearly tripled to over $21 billion, and more than half of that is
now destined for the Muslim world”. David E. Kaplan, Op.cit.
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' “In no country is the effort more pronounced than Indonesia, the world's largest Muslim
nation, with 240 million people. A bastion of moderate Islam, the nation has nevertheless
given birth to several radical Islamic groups that include al Qaeda offshoot Jemaah Islamiyah,
responsible for the 2002 Bali bombings that killed 202. Working behind the scenes, USAID
now helps fund over 30 Muslim organizations in the country. Among the programs: media
production, workshops for Islamic preachers, and curriculum reform for schools from rural
academies to Islamic universities. One talk show on Islam and tolerance is relayed to radio
stations in 40 cities and sends a weekly column to over a hundred newspapers. Also on the
grants list: Islamic think tanks that are fostering a body of scholarly research showing liberal
Islam's compatibility with democracy and human rights”, David E. Kaplan, op.cit.
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http://www.rferl.org/featuresarticle/2006/06/b37ec268-416a-4591-abb3-f559920b3411.html
 “I'm focusing on America's conversation with the world. And I say "conversation"
because I think sometimes the world thinks we speak at them, rather than listening to
them. So I've tried to focus a great deal on listening and engaging in dialogue”, Opcit.
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' T have three strategic goals for the way I look at, the way I constantly ask my staff to
look at, our public-diplomacy efforts.... A second strategic imperative is to work to
isolate and marginalize the violent extremists and to undermine their efforts to impose
their vision of ideology and tyranny on the rest of us. And so we work very hard to
encourage interfaith dialogue, to talk about the fact that we think people of all faiths
share certain beliefs - in the value of human life, for example” (emphasis added).

?And I think it is important that we seek to foster interfaith dialogue and that’s one of
the things that President Bush asked me when I took this job. He said, “meet with
religious leaders, foster conversations among religious leaders.” I’ve attended a number
of interfaith conferences”, (emphasis added).
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Angel Rabasa et al., Building Moderate Muslim Networks (Santa Monica, CA: RAND
Corporation, 2007); Angel Rabasa, Radical Islam in East Africa (Santa Monica, CA:
RAND Corporation, 2009), pp. 37, 39; David smock and Qamar-ul Huda, “Islamic
Peacemaking Since 9/11” (Special Report), (Washington DC: USIP, 2009).
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Nurcholish Madjid, Islam Kemodernan dan Keindonesiaan (Bandung: Mizan, 4™ ed, 1991).
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Harvey Cox, Secular City: Secularization and Urbanization in Theological Perspective
(New York: The Macmillan Company, [1965] Revised edition 1967).
* David E. Kaplan, op. cit.
* "Dialogue by definition is a conversation, a process of communication through speech. It
is a reciprocal relationship in which two or more parties endeavor both to express accurately
what they mean and to listen to and to respect what the other person says, however different

her or his perspective may be". See Charles Kimball, Striving Together, A Way Forward in
Christian-Muslim Relations (New Y ork: Orbis Books, 1991), p. 86.
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' “In an Unseen Front in the War on Terrorism, America is Spending Millions...To Change
the Very Face of Islam”David E. Kaplan, op. cit.
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' See: http://www.ccc-cce.ca/english/downloads/DenominationalMaterials.pdf (retrieved
on February 2, 2008).
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al-Faruqi, Ismail Raji, Islam and Other Faiths, edited by Ataullah Siddiqui

(Herndon: The Islamic Foundation and International Institute of Islamic
Thought, 1998), pp. 250-256.
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' al-Fariqi, Isma‘il R., Christian Ethics: A History and Systematic Analysis of Its

Dominant Ideas (Montreal: McGill University Press, 1967), pp. 11-14

2 “It is the fulfillment of the command of reality to become known, to be compared
and contrasted with other claims, to be acquiesced in if true, amended if inadequate,
and rejected if false. Dialogue is the removal of all barriers between men for a free
intercourse of ideas where the categorical imperative is to let the sounder claim to the
truth win”. al-Faruqi, Islam and Other Faiths, p. 248. (emphasis added)
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...not to my, your or his religion, culture, mores or political regime, but to the truth.
The conversion that is hateful to Islam and Christianity is a conversion forced, bought
or cheated out of its unconscious subject. Conversion as conviction of the truth is not
only legitimate but obligatory — indeed, the only alternative consistent with sanity,
seriousness and dignity”. Isma‘1l R. al-Fartuqi, Op. Cit, p 249.

? al-Fartq, (ed.), Trialogue of the Abrahamic Faiths, p. X.

3 al-Fariqi, Christian Ethics, p. 35.
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! «“As for Christianity, we can say that it has most notably changed [better] its relation
to Judaism. This change, though, was initiated not by theology but by historical and
political events”. Joseph van Ess, “Muhammad and the Qur'an: Prophecy and
Revelation,” in Kiing, et al., op. cit., p. 6.
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